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Are the Villages Living?

Every uninvited overlord tries his hand at the
worst of awocratic ploys like floating parties and
buying up politicians and crying democrac
minute ol his existence — all to eternalise his
spot. The furnniest of such things is the autocrat’s
frantic striving to hit some slogan in the expecta-
tion that this would like a mantra protect him
and his cohort and their positions. latest of
sirch slogans was 'If 68 thousand villages live,
Bangladesh will live,” The converter of this tru-
ism into a safe-conduct for an autocrat, namely,
H.M Ershad was not much helped it to pro-
long his hold. What happened to the villages?
These started dying so fast that Ba desh was
in the 80s the site of one of history's t mi-

ation of people to the towns. D city's fopu—
ation gained by more than three million during
his regime. There is no doubt other towns also
met with the same kind of bloating during the
same nine-year period.

A very important fact of our national life at the
present moment is that the procession continues
and there is no sign of its diminishing soon. The

rocession continues because many of the vil-
ages, especially the ones not yect taken up by
some of our hugely successful NGOs. are progres-
sively becoming uninhabitable. And the proces-
sion continues to carry death to the towns. For a
picture of such a village. pick up any news of
gang-raping and murder and acid throwing, for
these take place round the year not only there
but in perhaps all of those ‘68 thousand’ :
Turn to the national page of The Daily Star of,
say, vesterday and you cannot miss the ‘top’ news
of Rehana Begum. alas only 25, committing sui-
cide in a Bhola village unable to bear the shame of
being gang-raped the previous day. Im € a so-
cial situation that allews such a crime and forces
the victim to take the ultimate punishment. To
talk of suicides, in the villages of Gopalganj 130
people, 85 of them women, took their own lives

over the last ten months., This is on the same

page as is the news of an armed piracy commit-
ted on the Padma near Shibalaya.

To top it all there is on that same page a big
splashy item — A village so insecure. The items
catalogued there as bedeviling 'the village
Shahzadpur in Sarail, Brahmanbaria are but stan-
dard for all villages of present day Bangladesh.
Cattle-lifting is a bane vitiating all of our rural ar-.
eas — a problem that is held at the peasant’s
level to be a worse crime than murder. It ruins a
whole tamily. Villagers are as such very wary of
this crime and a cattle-lifter that fails to melt
away stands to be publicly lynched. In Shahjadpur
the cattle lifters are not that elusive and shadowy
characters. They dictate the villagers to take back
their cattle on payment of the demanded amount
of ransom money. Thieves of other description
are taking the cue from the cattle lifters. ee
stolen water pumps were returned on payment of
ransom the other day.

Fifteenn burglaries were committed in 25 days
in the village where it used to take 25 years for
as may crimes. This has not come unaccompa-
nied. Standing paddy is cut away every night
from this or that para of the village. No house and
no property is safe in Shahzadpur, to compound
it there are the habitual and professional gam-
blers holding open sessions drawing in innocent
village folk to scalp them.

This is the setting in which all forward looking
and unsparing peasants are subjected to extortion
and bribery at all levels of tfarm production
including poultry, pisciculture and horticulture.
And thus the only moving and earning sector of
our economy, agriculture that is, and the base on
which both society and economy ticks on, namely
the villages, are being decimated at a pace unsus-
pected in the towns. Shahjadpur is an exceptional
village in that it has no fatwabazi problem, neither
are there zealots that burn down schools and cut
down trees. Most of the '68 thousand' are not tha
lucky. | '

So mary of our villages are dying. What can the
townspegple do about it? Act they must if only in
self-interest. :

Parliamentary Fiasco

If the democratic history of Pakistan is fraught
with turbulence. the parliamentary sessions there
can neither be any better. On Saturday the law-
makers of Pakistan's People's Party and the op-
position Muslim League of Nawaz Sharif traded
unparliamentary languages and were even en-

aged in a scuffle in the House. The same day

aiwanese MPs also came to blows in the parlia-
ment. It might be a coincidence that the parlia-
ments of Taiwan and Pakistan have witnessed al-
most similar ugly incidents on the same day. The
Taiwanese members of parliament, like their
counterparts in Pakistan, ‘have also an unenviable
record of parliamentary proceedings.

The similarity however ends there. For
Pakistani politics is marked by intense hatred be-
tween the ruling party and the opposition.
Violence is so deep-seated that the spill-over
sometimes affects the parliamentary proceedings.
What is little noticed is that in the process the

legislative members earn a bad name both for:

themselves and parliament. It is indeed regret-
table that politicians at this level fail to behave
rationally and give such d deplorable account of
themselves. Wherever such things happen, they
are bad enough. Yet, to be fair, an instance of the
Taiwanese parliament is not likely to draw our at-
tention as much as a similar incident in Pakistani
parliament does. '

Our common political past and almost similar
problems facing our democratic institutions natu-
rally prompt us to closely follow the political de-
velopments in Pakistan. When the parliamentari-
ans in Pakistan fail to see their opponents eye to
eye over the divide, we feel worried. Not that it
creates a bad precedent for the Pakistani parlia-
ment alone but somehow it may have an undesir-
able influence on the region as well. This is even
more striking when such chaos in parliament
threatens to jeopardise the parliamentary democ-
racy in that country. Fortunately, it does not do so
often enough but the past léga% is not very in-
spiring. There is no guarantee that the past will
not repeat itself.

Therefore, the need for developing a code of
conduct for the politicians of the countries in the
region should be given priority. Parliament is
sacrosanct only when the members take it as se-
riously as they should. This is why the parliamen-

tary norms have been made and th

ey need to be
respected. If the parliaméntarians cannot show
what they

stand for, the common people find no
guiding light to follow. Those who are engaged in
consolidating democracy must show restraint and

tolerance in their behaviour first:

villages. |

Could Earth Fail to Feed its Teeming Billions?

AST week. in these co-
L lumns, | wrote about

clean water. The occa-
sion was the World Food Day.
This year's theme was Water
for Life” So it was all abowt safe
water, All the same, talking
only of water (0 mark an event
that has food writien large

‘over it, leaves one with a vague

leeling of discontent. Here it is
then, a bit about food too.

Can the earth feed
teeming billions during the
decades ahead? That is the
question that worries frhe
world today. Broadly, there
seems (0 be two schools of
thought. One side maintains
that gn explosive population
growth would outstrip world's
food supplies soon enough.
The other camp considers the
dire prediction an exaggera-
tion. Population has recorded a
secular upward trend all along.
they say, but the world's food
output also lias grown faster.

Experts® who foresee a
global food crisis looming
ahead say that the world's
population had been growing
during the last 50 years or so
at the fastest rate in recorded
history.People now live Ianﬁ
and fewer children die. Birt
and deaths no longer cancel
each other out. World popula-
tion in the mid-forties was 2.5
billion. By 1993. it has more
than doubled to reach 5.7 bil-
lion. The earth will not be able
to support such a growing
population.

The opposing camp points

out that the world output of
cereals has increased by 2.7
per cent per annum since
1950 while population has
grown by about 1.9 per cent
annually. Despite the increase
in the number of mouths (o
feed, the per capita availability
of loodgrains has actually Im-

 proved.

N old English proverb
says that it is easy to
earn money but difficult
to spend it. Though it may
sound impractical apparently,
but in reality, it is true. The
inherent meaning of the

proverb is that, it may be easy

to earn money but certainly it
is very difficult to spend it
wrsedy.

From our practical experi-
ence we know that we olften

“spend money on things that

we do not actually require.
Emotions.: sometimes, influ.
ence our speuding activities.
We often forget that we must
not live beyond our means.
Because that makes us guilty
before our famNy, before our
nation and certainty before ouf
creator, Allah.

Today is the World Thrift
Day. In 1924, representatives
from saving banks the world
over held their first congress
in Milan, Italy. at the invitation
of the Saving Bank of the
Lombard province. At the end
of their first congress a deci-

— o —
- o 0

its

- — -

The other side considers
this line of argument as Lhe
past. True. the global food
supplies expanded significantly
during the past decades.
However, the technological ad-
vances that brought about the
improvement in foodgrains
production. were pelering out.
Increased use of fertiliser no
longer brings up the same In-
cremental output as it did be-
fore. they cite by way of illus-
tration, asserting that technol
ogy cannot be counted on for
breakthroughs in foodgrain
production in the future. World
grain production, they con-
cede, did increase at the rate
of three per cent a year be-
iween 1950 and 1984
However. the growth rate has
slowed down to just about one
per cent since then.

Not guite so, say the oppo-
nents.In the developing na-
tions, production of foodgrains
is increasing at a rate of 4.4

per cent annually. That is more

than twice the global popula-
tion growth rate. Rather, the
developing countries are cut-
ting back on their grain pro-
duction. They already have
surplus ' grain output which
they sell at subsidised prices.
or even give some away to the
poorer nations. The real threat
of a decline in world foodgrain

stocks. proponents of this view

infer, come from a fall in pro-
duction in the advanced coun-
tries. . Under the Uruguay
Round Global trade pact, the
developed countries

on agricultural products. Their
farrhers will have less incen-
tive to grow more grains un-
less world food prices in-
crease. World food production
growth rate could decline fur-
ther then.

Nonetheless, given better

growing techniques and the

have
agreed to reduce their subsidy

right price signals for farmers

in the developing countries,
the world would still be pro

dueing enough food in the
coming decades, the opumists
surmise. Nor should perhaps
their optimism be dismissed
out of hand. For instance,

Manila-based International

Rice

now, on the

new breed could produce

about 100 million more tonnes

of rice per year than is cur-
rently grown, feeding an addi-
tional 450 million people in
Asia.The Institute is also trying
to evolve even better strains of
rice. Research is said to be un-
derway to develop better hy-
brids capable of producing 50
per cent more rice per acre
than the current yield.

A plentiful supply of cereals
globally would not, of course.
mean that every country would
have ready access to as much
food as it needs. Poorer na-
tions which do not produce
enough to meet their require-
ments will continue to buy, beg
or borrow food from surplus
countries. Even affluent na-
tions have .poor people who
cannot buy the food they need
Hunger and starvation will
continue to stalk the earth.
What the optimists do not ac-
cept is the other side's dire
predictions that a growing
‘population will eat up global

Research Institute an-
nounced just the other day
that a new strain of rice has
been evolved which can “yleld
25 per cent more grain than
same area of
ldnd.If put to wide use, the
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food supplies, letting the spec- agreed lo increase their con- tend to agree that poverty

tre of famfe loose world wide
While the debate among Lhe

demographers and economists
rages on, the world community

has decided to play it safe. At
the September UN population
conference, an ambitious plan
of action. stretching upto the
year 2015. has been drawn up.

The 20-year programime envis-

ages stabilizing world popula-
tion at around 7.8 billion In

2015. Implementing the Cairo

conference agenda is going to
cost a lot of money. The action

-

plan calls for annual spending
of $17 billien on globally by the
year 2000 for population con-
trol and development, which is
about three-times the current
level of expenditure.
Population is growing. fast
mostly in developing countries.
Available estimates suggest
that around 95 per cent of the
global population growth in the
coming decades will come
from the pooprer countries.
Thus. the UN population con-
ference's plan of action, nearly
all of it, really concerns the
developing countries. Poorer
nations cannot obviously spend
$17 billion on their own every
year on population pro-
grammes. howsoever urgent
the matter may be. They just
can't afford it. Well, some help
would be forthcoming.The
donor nation_ currently fund
around 25 per cent of the es-
timated four to five billion US
dollars spent annually on popu-
lation programmes globally. Al
the Cairo conference, they

WORLD THRIFT DAY

tribution to one-third of the

total outlay That would fetch
anmually by

about $5.7 billion
the year 2000, leaving a

financing gap of $11.3 billion.

Does this mean that the poorer
countries would be required to
spend $11.3 billion themselves

annually on population pro-
grammes alone by the year
20007 ;

The donor community, In-

cluding multilateral aid-giving
agencies, could conceivably put

a little more money inte the
programme. Even then. ex-

penditure on such massive
scale would no doubt strain the

resources of the poorer coun-
tries. And as it happens, the

poorest among the poor will be

required to spend the most
because their population
growths
first. True, the global popula-
tion programme is not con-
cerned with
rates alone. It extends to edu-
cation, healthcare, environ-
ment — sustainable develop-
ment.

Activities in all such areas

will bring beneficial copnse-
quences for development ef-
forts generally. Still, the possi-
bility is there for a poor coun-
try being obliged to curtail its
normal outlay on development

worked, if it has to embark on

an expanded population pro-

gramme as well. The agenda

for poverty alleviation would be
a victim them. There will be
fewer mouths to feed but not

enough money tg buy the food
either.
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ESPITE their differen-

ces on the proposition

that "an expanding
population would overtake
world's food supplies, mains-
tream economists generally

Savings — the Sure Way to Development
' . by ASM Nasiruddin

sion was laken to observe
World Thrift Day on 31st
October every vear. Since then
the day is being observed
throughout the world. In
Bangladesh this International
Day is being observed since
1987,

World Thrilt Day presents a
special opportunity to forge
and strengthen the essential
links between savings institu-
tions and their customers. On
this occasion, use of all the ad-
vertising and promotional
means can be made in full (o
uhderscore the growing im-
portance of and the need for
saving to further social and
economic development of our
country.

The idea of thrift as well as
saving is almost as old as hu-

man nature. In general, the
history ol thrift has its origin
in the inception ol humanity.
An involuntary prompting had
always been there in man. be
he of stone age or space age, to
lay by something out of his re-
sources, meagre or otherwise,
for the rainy day. When the
caveman killed deer, obviously
he did not devour the whole

animal, instinctively he set

aside a portion of his kill after
satisfying, his immediate
hunger. So far as the underly-
ing idea of thrift or the eco-

nomical use of means is con-
cerned. there is a little differ-
ence between the cave dweller

“and the modern man.

Thrift is a .virtue which
should he practised by all.
Saving means setting aside a

. R
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Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
| tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and
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address.
Tribute to Burt
Lancaster

Sir, I want to express the

true feelings of a school stu-
.dent at the sad demise of Burt

Lancaster. The world mourns

his death, We will always re-
member him with: fond mem-

ories. The affection and fond

care which he had once given
to his early movie eharacter in
'From Here to Eternity’ (1953)
got him the Oscar award. When
Burt passed away on Thursday
at his home in Los Angeles
after a long suffering from a
stroke that had left him par-
tially paralysed for four years,
he left behind not only memo-
rable but some of the strongest
chatacterization in the historyp
of cinema.

There were movies like
Trapeeze, Airport 70. Elmer
Gantry and The Birdman of
Alcatraz, Marcopolo, The Field
of Dreams and The Unforgiven.

,Burt Lantaster has acted
with such famous celebrities as
Audrey Hepburn and Helen
Hayes. We urge BTV to telecast
a Burt Lancaster movie in the
near future as a special tribute.
May his soul rest in peace.

Adib Reza
Paribagh House, Dhaka

Rail and road
blockade

Sir, Rail and road is one of
the main infrastructural facili-
ties for developmental activi-
ties. A- blockade programme
that involves these two, even
for an hour, will stop the eco-
nomic activities resulting in a
colossal loss to the nation. The
blockade programmes by the
opposition parties stop move-
ment of all types of transport.
The production in the mills/
factories remain at a standstill.
The working hours of all
workers and employees |is
reduced. The rickshaw, push
cart puller, van driver cannot

ply their vehicles freely.
- But unfortunately, rail and

| road blockade programmes

have bhecome popular language
of protest in our cduntry.
Everviday the programme is be-
ing observed in some parts of
the country lor one reason or
another. [ do not oppose to any
idea of demand and projesi.
But | like to emphasis upon
the adoption of means for
achieving the goal. If every-
thing is done for the better-
ment of the nation as a whole
then we should also consider
the economic activities of the
country too. We should attach

all importance to get the ball -

of economic activities rolling.
Apart from economic activi-
ties, rail and road blockade
brings many other discomforts
also, The students cannol at-
tend their schools/colleges.
The patients cannot go to doc-
tors and hospitals for treat-
ment., Rail and road is a state-
owned property. Any attempt

to create a blockade to stop~

the easy movement of people
is not at all acceptable. There
are also some Iinstitutions
which render public utility
services and these institutions

do not fall under the purview -

of the strike. The rail and road
is ane of the main meams of
communication and essential
to all public and should be
immuned from any sorts of
blockade programme. [ re-
quest all concerned to think

_ over the matter. And, if neces-

sary directives be issued to
keep rail and road out of poli-
tics for the greater interest of
the public. .
Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
Lake Circus ;
Kalabagan, Dhaka

Bangladesh in 12th
Asian Games

Sir, One of the most spec-
tacular performances of the
12th Asian Games, Hiroshima
was that of the emergence of a
newcomer and relatively small
country Kazakhstan which
bagged 25 gold, 26 silver and
26 bronze medals.

. - _[

In all 43 countries partici-
pated in the Asian Games and
Bangladesh stood 28th in the
Games. We sent a huge contin-
gent of 84-members to Japan
at the expense of Taka two
crore from our public exche-
quer. But unfortunately out of
the total of 1879 medals —
340 gold, 336 silver and 403
bronze won by different coun-
tries. we have luckily managed
to get one silver medal only. It
is also alleged that some of our
athletes were reported to have
heen missing from the posh
residential hotels in Hiroshima
and hiding somewhere in
Japan looking for employment
opportunities there. :

Many of onr athletes to the
Astan Games have relurned
home with a big shopping lug-
gage consisting of electronic
goods, suit pieces, cosmeétics,
toys and other gifts for them-
selves and for their near and
dear ones. We welcome their
sweet return home. But at the
same time we would once
again request our National
Sports Coungil to pay more at-
tention to sports and garmes in
our all district headquarters
and to take special care for
selection of athletes purely on
the basis of merit and. fitness
and make sure that the
sportsmen and women are not
sent abroad at the expense of
the public exchequer
merely pleasure trips. -

O H Kabir

- Dhaka. 1203 -

Bangla Academy
- Library |

Sir, For whom is the Bangla
Academy Library? This has al-
ways been a non-lending li-
brary. No one objectied to that.
But now even the members of
Bangla Academy are denied ac-
cess. They cannot enter the li-
brary and see and handle
books. This is too much. After
all, it is a library and not an
archive and should not be used
like an archive,

If members of Bangla
Academy are not allowed entry
into the library it will mean
that the authorities are not
serious about study and re-

_a.:arch. : '

A deprived member

on

portion ol current income for
future use. In a wider sense, it
is’ austerity, avoiding extrava-
gance and restraining from
wastage Saving means keeping
off one's own-sell from short-
lived transtent pleasure. for a
greater and longer one. For an
individual saving is an ideal. It
is an endeavour to attain a
better and happier life. A na-
tion whose expenditure ex-
ceeds its means. exposes its
economy to serious hazards.
Then its economic health must
fatally decline due to a perni-
cious process of financial hem-
orrhage. And failure to stop
this process will not only leave
gaping holes in its economic
fabric, but will create a prob-
lem of survival.

Too much dependence on
foreign aid is an unhealty sign,
particularly for a developing
nation whose main task is to
quicken the process of eco-
nomic growth. In fact growth
will remain a pipe dream if a

- part of the resources available

for present consumption is not
set aside for productive in-
vestment. Hence thrift and
savings are national causes. It
must be constantly borne in
mind that one of the most im-
portant economic facts of life
is that the people — the rich
and the not-so-rich-must be
saving minded. Thrift is the
most valued of all virtues for
securing individual prosperity
and for promoting material
well-being.

With the habit of thrift. the
more we save the more secu-
rity will be ensured both for
the individuals and for the so-
ciety. Our religion too encour-
ages thrift and saving : "Surely,
the squanderers are brothers
of the Satan”, "He is the best of
you who does not forge this
world for that. He is the best of
you who takes both from this
and [rom that.” As we know, in
Islam thrift is stated to,be a
part and parcel of a man.

need to be curbed

reducing birth

in maintaining the newly
earned higher standard of liv-
ing A bit more of education at
this stage hc'l’pu them carry out
their resolves. Birth rates
would come down. Fears of
overpopulation outrunning
worid's food supply would re-
cede

Higher incomes influence
food habits too. Studies show
that as incomes rise, people
tend to change their diets. In
poorest couniries, a large
segment of the population lives
below poverty lines. If their
disposable incomes rise (say,
by way of all in foodgrain
prices) they increase con-

of the staple diet.

This happened in Bangladesh
in 1991-93 when rice prices

still higher incomes, however,
people shift from cereals such
as rice and wheat, to costlier

A8
South Korea., Malaysia. Singa-
pore and Thailand. Relative
prosperity acts to reduce
consumption demand for
foodgrains. Freed of poverty,
the world would thus need less
foodgrains. Dangers of a grow-
ing population overtaking
world’'s food supply would re-
cede still further away.

On the World Thrift Day we
should have a slogan — Thrift
and Saving for Development —
which must reach every
household of the country.
Though traditionally savings
means postponement of luxury
consumption, in the context of
Bangladesh it might mean
sacrifice in real terms, by re-
ducing essential consumption.
Yet mobilisation of internal re-
sources is more vital than that.
There are two alternatives —
voluntary saving or compulsory
saving through taxation. And
the more we generate [rom
voluntary saving the less de-
pendent we are on taxation.

There will be 'a greater
sense of participation among
the people if they are made
aware that jt is their own sav-
ings which got to build the
roads, bridges, irrigation and
navigational channels they use
and the agricultural inputs
they are supplied with to in-
crease the productivity of their
land, — and with what the
schools, colleges and hospitals
are established where their
children get education and
thousands of sick and disabled
get relief.

The writer is Joint. Sec-
retary, Internal Resources
Division, Ministry of Finance

Detour To Disarmament

Dietrich Fischer; author of the book ‘Nonmilitary Aspects of Security,
argues in this exclusive Inter Press Service column that the adoption

of non-offensive defence is the surest, if indirect road, to complete
universal disarmament. . '

EW YORK — There is
N no doubt that - the
entire world would be
much better off if every

country got rid of its arms. The .

guestion is how to get to that
point. '

With universal disarma-
ment, we could all live in
peace and security, unthreat-
ened by each other, compelled
to settle our disputes through
nonviolent means, while the
nearly one trillion dollars a
year once spent on arms could
be used more productively to
feed the hungry, cure the ill,
house the homeless, clean up
the environment and much
more,

But practically, universal
disarmament is almost impos-
sible. If a eountry disarms uni-
laterally, it invites aggression
as an easy and tempting target.
The only viable solution would
be to have all countries agree
lo get rid of all their weapons
at the same time, but such uni-
versal agreement is hard to
reach.

There is, however, a detour
that can get us eventually to
the promised land without
risk: non-offensive defence.

To explore this possibility,
Professor Saul Mendlovitz at
Rutgers University in New
Jersey brought together a
group of experts from around
the world who have done re-
search in two different areas:
non-offensive defence and

‘models for a new world order.

Most participants agreed
that moving towards non-of-
fensive defence was a feasible
first step towards the ultimate
goal of a disarmed world under
international law and with a
global police force. _

If every country had military
forces that were capable of
defending it against aggression
but useless in carrying out ag-
gression. there would be no

1 war.

Moreover, though the more
countries adopted such a pes-
ture the better, the unilateral
shift to a purely defensive mili-
tary posture by any country
would improve everyone's se-
curity, including its own.

Shifting to non-offensive
defence is to acknowledge that
the only legitimate use of force
is to resist aggression. not to
pursue other national inter-
€sts.

Concretely, this would in-
volve reducing arms designed
to seize enemy territory, such
as tanks accompanied by fuel
trucks to advance over long
distanees, bridge-building
equipment, long-range
hombers, missiles and landing
boats. .

Arms that can only be used
to defend territory, such as
tanks barriers in fixed posi-
tions, anti-aircraft guns and
shore batteries would be re-

‘tained or even strengthened.

Offensive arms are typically
vulnerable, putting pressure on
the owner to use them or lose
them. Thus possession of such
weapons can invite war rather
than deter it

For example, President
Gamal Abd an-Nasir (Nasser)
believed that a strong air force
would make Egypt more se-
cure. The result was the oppo-.
site. Both Egypt and Israel had
vulnerable bomber fleets on
open desert airfields.

Each side knew that in case
of war, whoever struck first
could destroy the opponent's
air force on the ground. When
tensions rose in 1967, Israel
felt compelled to destroy the
Egyptian air force before it
could destroy Israel's, and did
s0 in a pre-dawn surprise at-
tack.

A defensive posture clearly
tells an opponent. “If you at-
tack me. you face heavy resis-
tance, but if you leave me in
peace you have absolutely noth-

ing to fear,” e

By contrast, the signal that.
an offensive military posture
sends is, "If you leave me in
peace, you face a constant
threat, but if you destroy my
weapons, you can reduce that
threat.” To send such a signal.
even if unintended, is danger-
ous. |

Far from being mere theo-
retical speculation. the purely
defensive military posture is
practical and has worked
where applied.

The only two countries free
from war since Napoleon's
time, Sweden and Switzerland,

' have pursued a policy of neu-

trality and non-offensive de-
fence. Their military forces are
prepared only to repel aggres-
sion up to their borders. not to
seize foreign territory.

While Sweden and Swit-
zerland could not defeat the
larger forces of a determined
opponent, they only need to
make it clear that the costs of
occupying them would far
outweigh any gains from doing

S0,

Of course, non-offensive de-
fence is only one among many
measures that should be taken
to avoid wars. We also need
greater international coopera-
tion. increased efforts Lo me-
diate disputes before they
erupt into violence, and a
global police organisation to
erforce international law.

But the great advantage of a
shift to non-offensive defence
is that it can be undertaken by
any country at any time with-
out risk and without having to
wait for others to do the same.
in this way it opens an indirect
but viable path toward the ul-
timate goal of complete disar-
mament, .
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