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Benazir to visit France: racstan's prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto is to make an official visit to France
from November 2 (o 5 to boost bilateral cooperation, the

French Foreign Ministry 1;mm:nvum::nfmr;i on Fﬂdny
from Paris.

Bhutto will be welcomed by President Francois' Mitterrand
who visited [slamabad in February 1990, and Premier
Edouard Balladur. as well as leading members of the French

cabinet and businessmen.
. L]

Ne Congress Party man slain:
An activist of the Nepali Congress Party was killed in the first
réported case of election-related violence during
campaigning for the Nov. 15 polls. party u!ﬁciala said on
Saturday, AP reports from Kathmandu.

Himlal Pokharel died of head injuries on Thursday, one r:lnjr
after he was attacked by unidentified people as he was
returning home from campaigning in Dang, a town 300

kilometers south of Kathmandu, Raj Kumar Sharma o!‘ the
Congress party said. ;

8 killed in N Delhi blast: a truck canying

chemicals to a warehouse exploded, killing eight people and
the blast destroyed half a dozen- cars parked nearby, a news
agency said on Saturday, AP reports from New Delhi. ;

Five workers died instantaneously when the nitrocellulose
barrels they were unloading exploded on Friday. Three others
died in hospital on Saturday. Frf-ss Trust nf India said.

Kim Jong-Il's message to N Koreans:
Kim Jong-1l, heir-apparent to late North Korean President
Kim I1-Sung, has sent a message to the North Korean people,

AFP reports

pledging to do his best for the country, a report from

Pvﬂng}rmlg said on Saturday, AFP reports from Tokyo.

"I will, as ever. devote my all tp the couniry and the
people, bearing deep in mind our people's abseolute trust in
and expectation for our party,” the junior Kim said on Friday,
according to a Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) report
monitored here.

IA pilots observe strike: sundreds of

passengers were stranded at airports nationwide on Saturday
when pilots of the state-owned Indian Airlines refused to fly
to protest management policies, AP reports from New Delhi.

More than one-fourth of the flights had been cancelled
because pilots called in to say they were sick and could not
fly, an airline spokesman said.

Junior pilots of the Indian Airlines began the protest on
Friday against the policy to reinstate pilots who had quit to
join private airlines to increase their salaries threefold.

257,000 refugees in Kenya ; me

United thmns High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
yesterday announced that the number of refugecs in Kenya
now runs at 257, +Xinhua reports from Nairobi.

In an interview with the Kenya News Agency at .the
Kakuma refugee camp in Turkana district of Kenya on Friday,
the UNHCR “representative Albert Peters said that the
reduced numbers of refugees have resulted in the closure of

six refugee camps in the country.
hosts:

Guerillas attack Israeli sts:

Muslim militant guerillas attacked four Israeli
Lebanon yesterday and the lIsraelis fired back, security
sources said, Reuter reports from Marjayoun.

They said fhe posts at Ali Taher, Dabsheh, Suweida and
Touhra on the edge of Israeli occupation zone in south
Lebanon came under machine-gun and anti-tank rocket fire
from guerillas outside the zone. There was no initial report of
casualties.
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Uranium seized in Russia: cusoms
officials confiscated 160 tons of unrefined uranium ore being
transported across Russia without proper documentation,
news agencies said on Saturday, AP reports frpm Moscow.

The ore, packed in nine containers, was being shipped
from Tajikistan to the United States, the ITAR-Tass and
Interfax news agencies said, quoting officials of the Ministry
for Emergency Situations. ¢

26 UNITA rebels killed: Angolan

government forces killed 26 UNITA rebels in fighting off a
rehcl attack in rentral Angola. Angop news agency. monitored

in Lisbon reported on Friday. AFP reports from Lisbon
Brigadier General Simione Mucune, commander of the

central Angolan Bie region. said the clashes occurred on

Thursday in the town of Kukema, near Kuito, Bie's main city.

Art theft in- zuriCh: Paintings by Raphael

Van Dyck and Brouwer, possibly worth millions of dollars !}

fenuine. have been stolen from a private arl collection in

Zirich. police said on Friday. AP reports from Zurich,

However, art experts in the city believe the stolen oil
paintings may be fakes. The break-in at a private house took
place a week ago but authorities did not release the
information until Friday.

Quake rocks Taiwan:  uaor undersea

earthquake measuring 57 on the Richter scale rocked
Taiwan yesterday but ne damage or casualties were
immediately reported, the Central Weather Bureau said. AFP
reports from Taipel

The tremor, which struck at 7:51 am (2351 GMT), rattled
windows and shook high rise buildings as cormfimuters
travelled to work. the bureau said.

France expels Turkish Imam:
France deported a Muslim imam to his native Turkey on
Friday saying he belonged to an extremist Islamic group with
ties in Germany and Algeria  officials said. Reuter reports
from Strasbourg -

A spokesman lor the local prefecture identified the
expelled imam as Osman Sahina and said he was arrested al a
car factory i eastern France where he worked and was pul
on a flight |oTurkey

[ ] e
Chinese team off to Antarctica: .
modern {ce breaker imported from Ukraine has set sail for®
Antarctica, significantly extending the reach of China’'s polar
research. the official Xinhua news agency said yesterday,
Reuter reports from Bedjing.

The 17.900-horsepower, 10.500 deadweight tohne "Snow
Dragon.” China's first ice-breaker. lefi Shanghai on Friday
with a group of Chinese pn-].ar scienusts on board. Xinhua said.

Japanese for Rwandans: .

Japanese government ns to provide four million dollars *
buy foed and medieine for refugees in Rwanda. Jiji press ujd
yesterday AFP reports from Tokyo

It will be the first official Japanese financial aid for the
refugees within Rwanda

US troops will
leave Haiti
within months

Oct 29
signing a

NEW DELHI. Oct 29: Ten
vears after her assassination,
former Inddan Prime Minister
indira Gandhi remains an idol
for the ruling Congress (1)
Party. but her political legacy
has been given a quiet burial

WASHINGTON
CHnton

satd Friday

he expects 1S troops to eave
there in a mattes jf':!' months, | [TPOTia AFI
SRR T indira Gandhi wheo ruled
H [}
Lo . = the world's largest democracy
The Hailian people no :
TI : ~ | jor sixteen vears. Is Now re-
longer hve in fear. they now

have hope
st a3 lement
White Howuse press office.

membered solely on the an-
niversaries of her birth and
death by a party
saved from political death

Her Mac hiavellian gualities.

Chnton said in a
reicased by  the

We expect that within
months the bulk of our mili shich she used Lo remain on
tary personne] will ieave Halti lop in the unpredictable world
iransierring responsibility 1o of Indian politics now mvile
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US presents resolution to lift

UNITED NATIONS,

UN Security Council Friday to

lift the arms embargo against

the Bosnian government de-
spite stauncH opposition from
France, Britain and Russia, re-
ports AFP.

In a resolution, the United
States proposed that arms
supplies to Bosnian govern-
ment troops be resumed in six
months unless the Bosnian

‘Serbs accept an intt:rnatlnnal;

peace plan. ;
B{it three permanent mem-

bers of the security council —
Britain. France and Russia —
already have voiced opposition
to any easing of the arms em-
bargo. arguing that such a

move would lead to an escala-

tion in the fighting.
Europedan diplomats here

said the measure stood virtu-

ally no chance of garnering the
nine votes required for pas-
sage.

In presenting the resolu-
tion. US Ambassador

Madeleine Albright acknowl-

edged that the proposal was
"not supported by all members
and only two of the 15 mem-

bers of the council — Pakistan

and Oman -— said they backed
the proposal.

Bosnia's UN ﬁmbassadur
Muhammed Sacirbey wel-
comed the measure and re-
jected opposition to the reso-

ution by asking ‘what other

options do they offer.”
Earlier in Washington, a

State Department official said

President Bill Clinton planned

-to hold talks with member of

Congress on the possibility of
unilaterally lifting the arms

embargo i{f the UN effort failed.

"Our primary concern is for
the Bosnian government to be
able to defend itself, State
Department spbkesman Dawvid

Johnson said,

In the resolution copies of
which were distributed to the
. media, the United States
" asserted that the September
1991 embargo slapped on the

former Yugoslav republics "has

not brought peace and stability

UN arms ban on Bosnia

_ Oct 29:
The United States asked the-

imbalance” to the disadvantage
of Bosnian

move was i line with
Clinton's pledge earlier this

year to push for an end to the
ban on military deliveries to
Bosnian troops following a
resolution in calling
for the embargo to be lifted

It also came on the heels of
the a at NATO head-
quarters in Brussels of new
guidelines on the use of air
power in Bosnia, which would
end detailed "tactical” warning
before sirikes were carried.

out.
A US diplomat said htrt
that he hoped that discussion

on the embargo resolution will

and has resulted in a military  begin next week.
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,US President Bill Chntﬂn :hats with US tmups at,np a M-1 t.ank oh Fnday at hberty Hndge in
some 50 km from the Iraqi border. -

— AFP photo
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Clinton, Fahd pledge to work

for progress in ME peace

HAFAR AL-BATIN. Saudi
Arabia. Oct 29: President Bill
Clinton has ended his tour of
the Middle East where he wit-
nessed the end of 46 years of
war between Jordan and Israel
and warned Iraq it would
never be allowed to threaten
Kuwait, reports Reuter.

Clinton held late night talks

" on Friday with Saudi King Fahd
in the northern military city of

Hafar Al-Batin where the king
awarded him a medal which
Saudi official said was the
highest honour in the king-
dom.

The US  president, ex-
hausted after a four-day six-na-
tion tour, flew back home
without making any state-
ments.

Clinton had been expected
to seek Saudi Arabia's help in
breaking the impasse in direct

nego. ns between Syria and
Israel, . e last obstacle to d
comprehensive Middle East
peace. .

A joint sta.ement issued
after the talks said. the two
leaders discussed the peace

process in the Middle East and

"stressed their commitment to

. exert all efforts to achieve

Progress especially on- the
Syrian and Lebanese tracks.”

It said the two men talked
about the Iragi troop move-
ments near the Kuwaiti border
earlier this month “which
asserted the lack of good in-
tentions by the Iragi govern-
ment and its continued threat

Al-Arqgam chief,
5 others freed

KUALA LUMPUR. Oct 29:
Ashaari Muhammad, the re-
pentant leader of the-banned
Malaysian Muslim sect, and
five followers were released
late Friday after more than a
month in detentiomr under a

state security law, police said,

reports AFP.

"But they will only be al-
lowed to move freely within
the federal city of Kuala
Lumpur and central Selangor
state,” a spokesman of the
Malaysian police headquarters,
Ramly Mohammad, told the
Bernama news agency.

Ashaari was released along
with his wife, Hatijah Aam, le-
gal adviser Zabidi Mohamad.

ss secretary Jailani Jasmani
and followers Ibrahim Moha-
med and Soid Sulaiman.

The 57-year-old self-styled
leader was detained along with
seven others on September 3
after he was extradited from
Thailand. where he had lived
in sell-imposed exile for the
last six years.

Their arrests followed an
August 27 government ban on
the sect after the Muslim
clergy ruled that Ashaari's tea-
chings were in conflict with
Islam.

The other followers, Khairel
Anual Ujang, who is Ashaari's
san-in-law, and Hassan Mokh-
lar. are still being held under
the powerful internal security
act

to the security and stabﬂity of
the Gulfl area.

"They asserted the need to
take all necessary steps (o en-
sure that such a threat does
not eccur again,” it added.

The statement said the two
leaders® "voiced their belief
that lifting sanctions against
Iraq was premature unless Iraq

abides totally with all Security

Council resolutions.”

US officials Had said Clinton
and King Fahd would discuss
the cost of the US military
buildup in the Gulf to deter the
Iragi troop movements. |

Saudi Arabia paid about 55
bilion dollar to cover part fﬂf
the cost of the 1990-91 Gulf
War which put a huge strain on

its [inance.

Ex-rebel mmmand-vr und leuder of Hnnmhlque- HLHAHO
party, Alfonso Dhlakama gestures at a press conference on
Friday in Maputo, calling off a boycott of the first free multi-
party elettions in 19 years. The change came after talks
with ambassadérs from the US, Portugal, France, Italy,
Britain, Germany and the special UN representative.

— AFP photo

Even the Congress avoids
looking back at her 20-month
‘emergency rule” of 1975-77.
during whigh constitutional
rights were suspended and
thousands of opposition ac-
tivists jafled.

iHer pro-Arab and pro-Soviet
foreign policy was shattered by
the end of the Cold War. And
the present government's free-
market policies have over
whelmed her soclalist rhetoric
and her distaste for laissez
faire economics

The Congress, India s oldest
political party. of course de
nies it has forgotten Indira
who was shot by heér Sikh
bodyguards on October 3]
| 984

Indira Gandhi

"'A’l:- still believe in her le-
gacy. " Congress spokesman
Vithal Gadgi! said. “We are not
departing from her policies.”

Few political pundits agree
with the claim.

Chandra Shekhar, a former
Congress stalwart who broke

ranks with Indira in 1975 alter

10 years as a loval supporter,
sald the party has firmly
turned its back on the slain
prime minister

"Her social and economic
policies are still valid becaude
India is facing the same prob-
lems.” said Shekhar, who was
premier for nearly seven
months umil June 1891, when
P V Narasimha Rao took office

'‘But the present adminis-

Bosnian govt
troops attack
Serb targets

SARAJEVO, Oct 29 : Mus-
lim-led Bosnian government
troops launched an attack on
Bosnian Serb army positions
from a disputed demilitarised
zone outside Sarajevo today
and United Nations peace-
keepers were sent to intercept
them, reports Reuter.

UN spokesman Herve Gour-
melon told reporters the go-
vernment attack in the di-
rection of the settlemeénts of
Savorak and Lukavac was sup-
ported by a 122 mm gun de-
ployed in the zone.

The attack spread a Muslim
olfensive against the Serbs to
the Sarajevo area alter heavy

fighting in northwest Bosnia in

which Muslim forces made big

N peacekeepers had un-
successfully tried to force the
Muslims to leave the Sarajevo
demilitarised zone.

“Russian FM may
hold talks with

| Assad in Damascus

MOSCOW, Oct 29: Russian
Foreign Minister Andrei Kozy-
rev is expected to hold talks in
Damascus next week with
Syrian' President Hafez al-
Assad, sources close to the
Foreign Minister said today,
reports AFP.

The sources said Kozyrev

would "very probably” travel to

the Syrian capital Tuesday
after attending a three-day
Middle East ' confer-
ence opening Sunday in Casab-

- lanca, Morocco.
The meeting would follow

talks in Damascus Thursday
betweeny Assad and US Pre-
sident Bill Clinton, who re-
ported some progress but no
breakthrough in efforts to bro-
ker an Israel-Syria peace
agreement.

WASHINGTON, Oct 29: The
United States said on Friday it
was sending a senior diplomat
to Myanmar next week for di-
rect talks with the" military
regime, reports Reuter.

Thomas Hubbard, Deputy

Assistant Secretary of State,
will discuss issues of concern
to Washington, including hu-
man rights, democratisation
and_counternarcotics efforts, a
State Department spokesman,
David Johnson, said in a writ-
len statement. '
" Hubbard will be accompa-
nied by officials from the na-
tional security council and the
State .Department's bureau of
democracy, human rights and
labour, and international nar-
cotics matters.

The move is a major change
for the United States which up
to now has taken‘'a firm line
against dealings
Myanmar's military regime de-
spite efforts by Asian countries
to encourage dialogue.

US officials were not im-
mediately available to explain
the reasons for the new initia-
tive and Johnson's written
statement gave only the barest
facts.

The announcement came as
Myanmar's detained dissident
leader Aung San Suu Kyl was

to have met military
intelligence chief Khin Nyunt
for. three hours of talks.

trators do not seem’ to have

hest lo wipe away her mem-

indira, the only child of
India's "first prime mmnister,
Jawaharial Nehru, was consid-
ered a political novice when
became premier in
January 1966

The “dumb doll® — as she
wis known — quickly mastered
the ropes, however, and took
on her powerful detractors. In

with |

PARIS. Oct 29: Iraq Friday
called on France to open an in-

terests section in Baghdad %

without delay to improve rela-
tions, following the recent cri-
sis over Iraqi troop movements
close to Kuwait.

Khaled Al-Rashid Al-Janabi,
an advisor to President

-Saddam Hussein, told AFP the

crisis éarly in October /hen
Iragi troop movements led to
fears that Baghdad was about to
invade Kuwait for a second
time, should “encourage and
not slow down the establish-

I ment of such relations” with

France. '

“The absence of ways of ex-
changing points of view in this
delicate period between the
Iragi leadership and France is
regrettable,” Janabi said.

'E' = i m :__l i-Dllltﬂ

ties with France

| Iraq keen to improve

-find natural means of contact
beiween our two countries,
which could be achieve by the
opening of a French interests

. section In Iraq.”

Iraq opemed an interests
section in Paris in October
1993.

Janabi, who addressed a
colloquium on the United
Nations embargo against Iraq
held at the French senate
Thursday., was not scheduled
to have any official meetings
with French leaders during his
stay in France.

He told the seminar that
Iraq was keen on reestablish-
ing "solid relations” with
France, adding "we are confi-
dent that the efforts under
taken for the reestablishment
of these relations will rapidly
bear fruit.”

Off the Record

Poli d bri
them together

LONDON: A British couple who met when tied up by the
police during a drugs raid have married, The Daily Star news-
paper reported on Saturday, says Reuter.

. Truck driver Dominic McDonnell. 35, was playing pool and
Cathy Snelson, 29, was waiting to meet a blind date when po-
lice raided the bar they were in at Herne Bay in southemm

England.

They spent two hours chatting on the floor with their
hands tied behind their backs before police decided they

were innocent and released them.
The couple had never seen each other before, but two
weeks later McDonnell proposed and they married in July. I
"We didn't invite any of the police at the raid to our wed
ding,” Snelson told The Daily Star "but | suppose we shouid

have done as they brought us together.” |
. . . . .
40 years with pin in brain!
BEIJING: Doctors in China have extracted a rusty pin that

was embedded in a woman's brain for 40 years, affecting
movement of her arms and legs, an official report said

Saturday, reports AP.

The operation on Zhang Meihua, 41, was performed in,
Jinan, in coastal Shandong province, at the No. 148 Military
Hospital, the Xinhua News Agency said.

Zhang. who has no memory of being

a pin. began experiencing pertodic
and legs about 20 years ago, All treatment failed until early
this month when doctors at the military hospital did a cranial
CAT scan and found a pin-like object.

They operated and extracted the rusty pin. the shaft of
which was embedded in Zhang's hrain "

Pain relief at the
press of a button

SONDON: Pain relief at the press of a button could soon be

stuck i.ll the head with
with her arms

available for women in labour, a leading medical journal sait

on $aturday, reports Reuter.

Dr Richard Morey and colleagues at Queen Charlotte s hos
pital in London tested a system called Patlert- Controlled

Epidural Anaesthesia (PCEA) on
babies.

15 women having their firs

"PCEA provided satisfactory pain relief in 14 of the 15
women.” Morey wrote in a letter to the Lancet.

The women were

given a combined spinal epidural anaes

thesia, which blocks the spinal nerves in the epidural space
by injecting a local anesthetic through a plastic catheter in
serted through a special needie.

" The catheter fets the hlocl: be augmented as it wears of!

| Russian border guards

kill 20 Tajik rebels

DUSHANBE. Oct 29: Rus-
sian border guards killed al
least 20 Tajik rebels trying to
cross intp Tajikistan from

Afghanistan, the commander of

the Russian troops, General

Anatoli Chechulin, said
Saturday, reports AFP.
The clashes, which took

place Friday and lasted four
hours around the border post
near the town of Kholog. in the
Borno Badkhchan area, in
eastern Tajikistan, were the
most serious violation to date
of a ceasefire which came into
force on October 20.

The former Central Asian
Soviet Republic has been in
the throes of civil war for two
and a half years between a neo-
communist regime backed by

6000 AIDS cases
in Nepal

KATHMANDU, Oct 29:

More the 6.000 AIDS cases
have not been reported in

Nepal. according to a clinical

professor., reporis Xinhua.

Dr. James Chin from the
University of California re-
vealted this on Friday while
presenting a paper on epi-
demiological situation and
AIDS in Nepal at a
function organised by the AIDS
control and prevention pro-

ject.

Indira still an idol for Cong, but her political legacy fades

1969. she split the Congress
over her socialist policiep.
sending a rival faction inte
limbo.

Two years later. Indira was
at the peak of her career,
MMWIWIﬂ

itary victory over arch-ememy

Pakistan, whose eastern wing
emerged as independent
Bangladesh despite US opposi-
tion.

In 1974, lh!n‘u“"h‘lhl
test explosion a nuclear
bomb, which took Washington
by surprise and sparked a nu-
clear race In South Asia that
continues today.

The next year, she annexed
Sikkim, a country that ber-
dered Nepal and China.

Innd-n

Russia and an Islamic oppos:
tion based in neighbouring
Alfghanistan.

Friday's attack coincided
with ongoing UN-mediated
peace talks in Islamabad be
tween the govermment and the

tion.

UN mediator. Ramiri
Pririz-Ballon told journalist {0
the Pakistan capital alte
Friday that the two sides had

to establish a LIN cun
trolled corridor betweel
Afghanistan and the Tajtk

of Badakhsan allowiig
food. clothing and medicine !
be delivered to opposition
forces.

The lslamic opposition is
estimated to have 1 000 1o
2.000 guerillas in pockets
within the province

The ition had pre

sented Wednesday (wo other
conditions for renewing the
ceasefire which expires
November 6, when the former
Soviet m Central Asia
holds presidential elections
These are the release of
more prisoners and the cre
ation of a "security zone cCon
trolled Commonwealth of
Inde t States peace
keepers in the Gharm valiey.
an opposition bastion. -
The UN mediator said the
government and submitted
counterproposals to the two
demands.

French schools
give ultimatum
to Muslim girls

| PARIS, Oct 29 Many

schools have is
to Muslim

ﬂ to remeve their lslamic
in class and the

French

| number of young women ex

pelled frem school has
reached 285, the French
Education Ministry said
Thursday. reports AFP.

The ministry said 860 girls
were still wearing the scarves
across France In spite of a
September 20 directive by
Education Minister Francois

Bayrou banning “ostentatious
religious In.ﬂ.“ but that
many scliools set a dead
line for the scarves to be re-
moved by November 2



