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Mahbubur Rahman of the Rajshahi Education Board making a victory sign after winning the

1500-metre free-style of the 18-20 years hge group on the second day of the four-day 14th
national age group chnmpmnshlp yesterday.
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Rutherford's birthday plans turn sour as

GOA., India Oct

26: New Zealand

captain Ken Ru-

therford's birth-
~ day ‘celebrations
s turned sour on
Wednesday as rain deprived
his underdog team of almost
certain victory over the West
Indies in a one-day match
here, reports AFP.

The jovial 30-year-old was
in high spirits when his left-
arm spinner Matthew Hart
took a career-best five for 22
to send the West .Indians
packing for 123 on a low
wicket.

Chasing a moderate larget
of, 2.4 runs an over, the Kiwis
had reached 25 for one in nine
overs by lunch when a heavy,
unseasonal downpour in this
popular beach resort ruined
the game.

The match, New Zealand's
first in the triangular series
also involving hosts India, was
abanddned as a draw since a
minimum of 25 overs a side
had to be bowled to achieve a
result.

While Rutherford, who
scored a duck against Australia
on his last birthday, rued his
luck., the West Indians were
fortunate to have escaped after
the loss in Sunday's opening
match against India.

‘Another defeat here would
have left the West Indians
needing to win both their re-
turn matches against New
Zealand and India to entertain
hopes of playing the final on
November 5.

They now_ have three days

Cme—— e el

to recoup before next Sunday's
crucial game against India in
Kanpur. The luckléss Kiwis fly
to the western city of Baroda
to take ‘'on the home team in
their second match on Friday. ,

The New Zealanders. who
landed In India just 48 hours
earlier, appeared to have ad-
justed well to the unfamiliar
hot and humid climate here
when they took the field after
the West Indies had won the
toss and elected to bat.

The 22-year-old Hart, play-
ing only his seventh one-day
international, bowied a tidy
line fromi the start to fox the
spin-wary West Indian bats-
I,

Hart's dream spell saw West
Indies loss seven wickets for
31 runs after Brian Lara's
strokeful 32 off 42 balls had
taken them to a comfortable
71 for one in the 14th over.

The record-breaking Lara

slammed five boundaries be
fore he became Hart's first
victim, stumped by wicket-
keeper Adam Parore, who also
assisted In four other dis-
missals.

Hart then removed Carl
Hooper (22), Phil Simmons
(0). Jummy Adams [5) and
captain Courtney Walsh (0) to
improve upon his previous best
three for 43
in Sharjah earlier this year.

Off-spinner Shane Thom-
son, slammed for two sixes by
Hopper in his first over, co-
nceded just seven runs in his
remaining nine overs to pro-

against Australia -

Rain rescues West Indies

vide valuable support to Hart.
Scoreboard of the triimgﬁl‘ar

series one-day match between
West Indies and New Zealand

here today:

WEST INDIEE
Williams run out 24
Campbell ¢ Parore b Pringle 0
Lara st Parore b Hart 32
Hoouper b Hart 22

Simmons ¢ Young b Hart 0
Arthurton run out :

1
Adams st Parore b Hart 5
Cummins ¢ Parore b Harris 1
Walsh ¢ Parore b Hart 0
Dhanraj b Pringle 8
Cufly not out ' 0

Extras: (b-2], Ib-9, w-8, nb-1 20
Total: 123
Fall of wickets: 1-4; 2-71;

*3-92; 4-94; 5-95; 6-97; 7-102;

8-102; 9-122.
Bowling O M R W
Pringle 41 0 19 "2
Nash 8 1 25 0
De Groen 4 0 19 O
Hart 10- 2 . 22 4
Thomson 10 5 19 0O
Harris 3 0 B 1
Owvers: 39.1
NEW ZEALAND:
Young not oul 13
Hartland hit Wkt b Walsh 5]
Parore not out 3
Extras: (w-2. nb-1) 3
Total: (one wkt) 25
Did not bat: Rutherford.

Fleming, Thomson, Harris. De
Groen, Nash, Hart, Pringlée,
Fall of wicket; 1-14,

Bowling: O M R W
Walsh 2 O 17 1
Cuffy 4 0O B8 0
Overs: 9 :

Result: Match abandoned
due to rain.

China to do it a la ASDA

F

CANBERRA. Oct 26: China
will move to dampen concerns
that its sports stars use per-
fermance-enhancing drugs and
set up an independent drug
testing agency that can check
on athleles randomly.
Australia’'s sports minister said
loday . .reports Reuter

Chinese authoritlies indi
caled they would create the
body along the lines of
Australia s own drug testing
agency. which tests athletes
randomly and often outside of
competitions, Sporls Minister
John Faulkner said.

He was announcing an
agreement belween Australia
and China on drug testing in
sporl

"Using the ASDA [Australian
Sporis Drugs Agency| model
they've said that their agency
should be focused heavily on
out-of-competition testing."
Faulkner told Reuters in an in-
terview '

“There's been a lack of outs-
of-competition testing. .. it's a
very significant step forward in
that regard. " Faulkner said.

A spate of world record-
breaking performances by
Chinese swimmers and track
athietes has fuelled speculation
by soine western coaches that
Chinese athletes use perfor-
mance enhancing drugs

Until mow Chinese sporis
authorities have not been able
to carry oul widespread ran-
dom testing of athletes and
have had to rely on lests by
international badies.

In September. the Interna-
tional Amateur Athletics
Federation surprised the "Ma
family army” of women dis-
tance runners with spot
doping tesis in Beiljing The
federation two wesks
agn that "Ma's army” tested
negative. .

Coach Ma Junren feeds tur-
tie blood Lo his runners and §-

Have no fear.
Hemdale is here

HONG KONG, Oct 26
Ticket holders for "High Noon
in Hong Kong™ were promised
Wednesday they would get all
their money back for the box-
ing spectacular that never was.
reporis AFP.

in a statement. organiser
Hemndale Hong Kong Lid sasid
it would fully refund tickets
sold before the World Boxing

tithe
was suddenly c
L e e 7]

off

nances his team with sales of a
secret formula sports elixir.

, Officials from Chinese sport
medicine bodies visited (he
ASDA's centre in Canberra in
mid-July and said then they
were interested in  using
Australia's techniques for
keeping drugs out of sport.

China's doping centre said
in April that 33 top athletes.
including world and Olympic
champions had tested positive
for anabolic stereids since
testing began in 1988,

Since then women discus
thrower Qu Qiaping has failed a
doping test in the lead up to
the Asian Games in Hiroshima,

which . was dominated by
Chinese athletes.

Faulkner said the agree-
ment between Australian and
Chinese authorities would
strengthen the ability of each
country to test edch others
athletes whether they are in
that country for competition or
for training.

The creation of an inde-
pendent agency would help
them do that. he said.

"This is the first time that
the Chinese have acknowl-
edged that out of competition

lesting is necessary for the’

credibility of any programme,"
Fj_ulknrr saild.

il e

Minnesota Timberwaolves fnrwnrd Chrwtmn Luett.ner (L)
has his slot blocked by Chicago Bulls guard B J Armstrong
during their pre-season game at the Umted Centre in

Chacago on October 25.

—AFP photo

| at Municipal
| Gujranwala, an industrial city
{ | about 70 kilometres (43 miles)
| north of Lahore.

| dium grew restless,

l

rain ruin
Aussie-Pak tie

GUJRANWALA, Pakistan,
Oct 26: A crowd stampede lefl
some 20 people injured and
marred a one-day match
Wednesday between Pakistan
and Australia that was reduced
from an international to an ex-
hibition due to hﬂw overnight

| | rains, reports AP.

Pakistan, with 124 for six in
15 overs, topped Australia, 123
in 14.3 overs, in the exhibitién
Stadium in

The crowd stampede took
place an hour before the match
when the stands were, packed
with 20,000 fans, but an almost

egual n%mbcr still r::malncd
outside the gate

" As the fans uumde the sta-
police fired
tear gas and baton charged the
crowd. which then stormed
thfough one of the entrances.
Several thousand made it onto
the ground, but many were

trampled and pinned against a
fence outside.

Six men were left uncon-
scious, one man broke a leg and
the others had mu-a.t]:r cuts and
bruises. -

"Some of them squashed and
were screaming in agony,” said
Errol Alcott, the Australian
team physiotherapist. who
helped police move and treat
the injured. "They were dazed
and didn't have their bearings."

Order was restored before
play began on the wet ground.
Heavy overnight rain seeped

under the tarpaulin and Jeft the

bawlers’ run up soggy.

Pakistan take on win. less
South Africa in Faisalabad on
Oct 28 in the final league match
of the triangular series.
Pakistan and Australia will

meet for the title Oct 30 in
Lahore.

- Aussies, SA
unhappy over

crowd behaviour

LAHORE, 0Oct 26: The
Australian and South African
cricket teams arrived here
Tuesday, unhappy with the
crowed behaviour during their
match at Peshawar in e Wills
triangular series, reports AFP.

"The crowd behaviour was

said Krish
president of

unacceptable.”
Mackerdhuj,

* United Cricket Board of South

Africa. .

Mushtaf Khan. manager of
the South African team, said it
was “Traumafic® and at one
stage, "We® were thinking of
pulling out our team.”

Regretting the incident,
Australian team manager Colin
Eager said: "We have now for-
gotten all about it."

Cricket commentators said
there was no particular reason
for the crowd to behave the way
it did; attributing the incident.
said to be the first in Peshawar
during an international cricket
match. Lo mismanagement.

Bindra shocked

CHANDIGARH. Oct 26: |1 S
Bindra, president of the Board
of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI). has expressed his shock
at the tragic death of his Sri
Lankan counterpart, Gamini
Dissanayake. in a bomb blast in
Colombo late Sunday night, re-
ports PTI.

Dissanayake, who was a
United National Party's candi-
date for the presidential polls,
was elected president of the Sri
Lankan Cricket Board about
four months ago.

Bindra in a condolence mes-
sage sent to the Sri Lankan
Board said that Dissanayake
whose association with the ICC
dates back to 1980, made
lremendous contribution to the
game of cricket.

"We were looking forward to
his guidance and advice in the
conduct of the next World Cup
in the sub-continent”. Bindra
said -

The noble nine

ATLANTA. Oect 26: Nine
Nobel prize laureates jn litera-
ture, including eight of the last
10 winners, will meet for a
symposium next spring in

- Atlanta, officials of the Atlanta

Committee for the Olympic

- Games sald on Tuesday, reports

Reuter.

The Nobel laureates have
agreed to meet as part of the
cultural festival leading up to
the 1996 Games. The
Nobel meetipg will be held In
April in the Georgla state capital
and hosted by former US
President Jimmy Carter.

The gathering of nine of the
16 living laureates will repre-

sent the largest gathering of .

Nobel prize winners in Hterature
in the 94-year history of the
award, Atlanta Olympic officials
said. :

Among those, who are
scheduled to attend are this
year's winner, Japanese novelist
Kenzaburo Oe, and last year's
winner, American novelist Foni
Morrison.

Other winners a will
be: Trinidadian poet Derek
Walcott (1992). Mexican poet
Octavio Paz (1990), Spanish
novelist Camilo Jose Cela
(1989). Russian American Poet
Joseph Brodsky (1987},
Nigerian playwright Wole
Soyinka (1986}, French novelist
Claude Simon (]985) and
C zeslaw Milosz, the Polish-

. American poet (1980).

England face WA today in a new-look one-dayer

Fletcher not impressed

_ FER‘I“!—I Oct 26:
Outspoken Eng-
land cricket coa-
ch Keith Fletcher

. has poured cold

S | water on a new
one-day match concept to be
used for the first time in the
world at top level here
Thursday, reports AFP.

"l don't think it will work,”
Fletcher declared here today
as England limbered up for the
opening mmajor game of their
Ashes tour.

They will clash  with
Western Australia in a WACA
ground day-night shoot-out
divided into four quarters,
rather than the usual two
halves.

Under the new system, the
tedm batting first will remain
at the wicket for only 25 overs
before the opposition goes to
the crease for the same num-
ber. of overs. 3

Then the process is re-
peated until the end of the
match. )

. The new approach was the
idea of Western Australian
Cricket Association, which has
the support of the Australian
Cricket Board and the Test
and County Cricket Board in
England.

The formula is designed to

allow both teams to play in
similar conditions and to pro-
mote a close, more exciting
-contest.

But Fletcher said: "I believe
the public will expect the team
batting first to have the usual
50 overs.

. "If it rained during- the
match, there could be huge
complications.

However, it is just an_exper-
tmr.-nt and | am quitu: happy to

have a look at it.
proved wrong.
- Tactically, England would
approach the game exactly the
same as if It were a conven-
tional one-day game, he said.:

“If you have, say, 100 runs
‘after the first 25 overs, you
will be going for six an over in
the last 25 to get a total about
250."

The  new format would not

be easy for batsmen, Fletcher
mid

I might be

Players who have built up a
head of steam and then com-
pelled to léave the wicket after
the opening 25 overs will have
to re-establish themselves at
the crease later,in the match.

KEITH FLETCHER

"l suppose it might be
slightly easier. for the bowlers
because they will have a sit-
down at the half-way mark”

said the former Test batsman.
Fletther could imagine a
game being wrecked long be-
fore .the end if one side were
3-50 after their first. 25 overs
and the opposition. slammed
150 from their first 25 overs.
The quarters concept has
been used for several season in
junior cricket in the far north

of Western Australia.
In another move. England

have resied veteran opening
batsman Graham Gooch., 41,
who hammered a commanding
129 in the opening game of
the tour against an Australian
cricket Board Chairman's XI at
Lilac Hill Park, Caversham,

. Tuesday.

Fletcher said he was happy
with Gooch's form and the op-
portunity would be used for
Mike Gatting to get among the
runs,

"Gooch is quite happy to
have the rest.," Fletcher em-
phasised, adding the team's
elder stateman would be play-
ing in the more important
four-day clash with Western
Australia, also at the WACA
ground, starting Saturday.

TEAMS

Damien Martyn (capt), Crajg'

Coulson, Adam Gilchrist,
Murray Goodwin, Brad Hogg,
Brendon Julian. Robert Kelly.
Mark Lavender, Tom Moody.
Bruce Reid, Jamie Stewart.
Mike Veletta (12th man to be
nanwd]

ENGLAND:

Mike Atherton (capt). John
Crawley, Phil DeFreitas. Mike
Gatting. Darren Gough,
Graeme Hick, Devon Malcolm
Steve Rhodes, Graham Thorpe.
Phil Tufnell. Craig White. Only
11 players named.

Becker blows Reneberg away

STOCKHOLM,
+Oct 26: Boris Be-
cker and Andrei
Kafe-Inikov bree-
zed into the third
round of the 1.72
million dollar Stockholm Open
Tuesday as the first seeds went
into action, UNB.

Sixth-seeded Becker, the
highest currently playing. beat
Richey Reneberg of the United
‘States 7-6 (7-3), 6-1.

"It was a well-played match.
a typical serve-and-volley.
match | served very well and
took advantage of my chances
in the second set.”" said the
three-time winner of the
event, :

It was sweel revenge for
Becker, who lost to Reneberg
in the first round of the US

Open by dropping a tiebreak in
the fifth and decisive set to the

| American.

" was more fired up than
usual and it shewed in the
match.” said the German. who

won the Stockholm Open in

1988, 1990, and 1991.

All seeded players in the
48-man draw received first-

Kafélnikov, seeded 11th.
beat Frenchman Guy Forget, a
(inalist in the tournament in
1992, 7-6 (7-4). 6-4.

Two other seeded players,
who also saw action Tuesday,
were eliminated. Frenchman
Armaud Boetsch, a two-time

qu ist at the Stock-
holm Open in 1992 and 1993,
beat 14th-seeded Thomas

Muster of Austria 7-6 (7-4), 6-
1 while talented Italian Andrea
Gaudenzi defeated 16th-
seeded Richard Krajicek of the

Netherlands 6-4. 1-6, 6-3.
In Tuesday's first round ac-

“tion, Russian Andrei Chesnoko
defeated Bernd Karbacher of -

Germany 7-6 (8-6). 6-3, Pat-
rick Rafter beat Jason Iten-

berg 7-6 (7-3). 6-4 in an all-.

Australian affair, and David

BORIS BECKER
Wheaton of the United Slates
,overcame Jonas Svensson of
Sweden 7-6 (10-8), 6-2.

Three Swedes made it to
the second round. Christian

Bergstrom straight-setted
Todd Woodbridge of Australia
7-6 (7-2), 6-1, Magnus Larsson
overcame Richard Fromberg,
also of Australia, 6-1, 7-6 (9-
7). and Jan Apell beat Henrik
Holm in an all-Swedish en-
counter 6-2, 6-4.

This year's Open musters
its strongest field ever with all
Top 20 players except Alberto

Berasategui .of Spain and

Magnus Gustafsson of Sweden.
The Swede withdrew because
of injury.

The fleld includes winners.
of four tournaments Sunday -
Andre Agassi (Vienna, Austria),
Michael Chang (Beijing), Ste-
fan Edberg (Hong Kong) and
Marc Rosset {Lyon, France] -
but none will play until Wed-
nesday.

The Globe Arena's medium-
fast surface is likely to suit

-Agassi, a strong baseline pla-

yer. However, serve-and-volley
specialists have dominated this
event for several years.

The 24-year-old American
has not played in Stockholm
‘since 1990, when he lost his
opening match to Nicklas Kulti
of Sweden, who will be his
first opponent this year.

Kulti showed strong form
when beating France's Cedric
Pioline 6-2, 2-6, 7-5 in his
opening match.

Goran lvanisevic, who lost
last year's final, is the No. 2
seed behind Pete Sampras, the
world's number one player.
Stich, the defending cham-
pion. is No. 3 followed by
French Open champion Sergi

Bruguera and Stefan Edberg.

Edberg, who won back-to-
back Stockholm Open titles in
1986-87, avenged last year's
loss to Richard Krajieek here
by.winning Sunday's final in
Hong _Kong.

Edberg is making his 13th
start in Slﬂ::khulm.
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Lankans make
hosts toil

HARARE, Oct 26: Sri Lanka
made the Zimbabwe bowlers {oil
for meager rewards on a hot
first day of their five-day third
cricket Test on Wednesday, re-
ports AP,

After-winning the toss at the
Harare Sports Club, the visitors
were 232 for four wickets from
79 overs. an average of 2.9 runs
an over.

Two half centuries were
posted on the easy paced pitch.
with Hashgn Tilgkeratne not
out on 55, laboriously cempiled
off 125 balls, his 50 coming
from 113 balis.

Opener Asanke Gurusinha
weighed in with 54 off 106 balls
in 151 minutes before being
caught at second slip off
medium pacer David Brain.
Skipper Arjuna Ranatunga pro-
vided the first test wicket for
new cap Keith Strang, who had
him caught at square leg for 43_ -

Aravinda de Silva injected
some fire into an otherwise
uninspiring day's play by clout-
ing five boyndaries in his short.
lived innings of 25.

He was looking menacing
and ready: to tear the bowling
apart when he snicked a chance
of second slip to give Heath
Streak his second wicket.

Streak took the wicket of
opener Roshen Mahanama for
24, also caught at slip.

This is the final Test in a
three-Test series that has been
dubbed the "basement battle
between the bottom two teams
in the nine-nation Test cricke!
table.

The two previous tests were
drawri.

Raging Rackemann

BRISBANE. Oct 26 Forimner
Australia Test fast bowler Carl
Rackemann recorded the best

| bowling figures of his Sheflield

shield career as Queensland
assumed total control against
South Australia today, reports
Reuter.

The veteran paceman took
seven wickets for 43 runs 1o
help dismiss the visitors for
139 in little more than one
session on the first day of their
match at the Gabba.

In reply. Queensland were
214 for two. a lead of 75 runs

| at the close of play. securing

the two points on offer for .
first innings lead
Rackemann. 34, playing lus

16th season for Queensland
became the states highest
wickettaker in history earlier
this month when he passed
Jeff Thomson's total of 327

His haul today. beating his
previous best of seven for 49
set in 1982-83, took his total
of Shield wickets to 336

Queensland openers Trevor
Barsby and Mathew Havden
pressed home the advantage
compiling a first innings par?
nership worth 123 runs.

Barsby was eventually dis
missed for 76, while Havden
went -on to score 80

Algeria's step
towards peace

ALGIERS. Oct 26: Algeria
took a step towards |srael
Tuesday with an announcemeri!
that its sports teams and ath
letes would henceforth be al
lowed to face Israeli adversaries
in international contests re¢
ports AFP.

The first easing of Algenas
traditional hard-line stance over
Israel was made by Sports
Minister Sid Ali Lebib on the
eve of the historic signing ol a
peace treaty between lsrael and
Jordan.

"Sporting encounters with
Israel. as participant or adver
sary in multilateral events, will
no longer be boycotted by

| Algerian athletes.” he said
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