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Benazir in Turkmenistan: raetan
Prime Minlster Benazir Bhutto lelt Islamabad yesterday for
Ashkabad on a three-day visit to Turkmenistan for talks on
strengthening bilateral relations, state-rfun radio Pakistan re-
ported, AFP reports from Islamabad. ;
Benazir accompaniéd by Foreign Minister Sardar Assef

Ahmed AH.

Defence Minister Aftab Shabaan Mirani and

Information Minister Khalid Kharal, is visiting Turkemenistan -
&I. the invitation of President Suparmurat Niyazov, the radio

Indmn rebels raid banks, kill 6 :

Tribal guerillas staged simultaneous raids on twu banks in
northeastern India and escaped with 2.7 million rupees
{90,000 dollars) after shooting dead six customers, press re-
ports said on Wednesday, AFP report from New Delhi.

Bodo security force militants struck a State Bank of India
branch and National Socialist Council of Nagaland guerillas
stormed a United Commercial Bank office on Tuesday in
E-Urnilpur district of Assam state. the reports said.

ChnswPher to tour 4 Asian states:

Secretary of
Korea, Indonesia,

ate Warren Christopher will travel to South
the Philippines and Thailand next month

on an Asian four partly associated with the Asia Pacific
Ecenomic Cooperation Forum summit, the State Dﬂparmwnl
sald on Tuesday, Reuter reports from Washington.
Christopher will focus on the recent nuclear accord be-
tween the United States and North Korea when he stops in

Seoul from November 8-10.

Prince Phlll? in Mauritius :rrince

Pl he Duke of Edi

Al F tvports from Port Louis.

rgh, and his youngest son Prince
arrived in Mauritius on Tuesday for a four-day visit,

The husband of Britain's Queen Elizabeth 11 will take part

in the fifth

international forum of the Duke of Edinburgh

Award scheme to be held todayv and tomorrow.

ROK boat fire toll now 28: vies found

three more bodies on Wednesday,

bringing the death toll

from a fire on a pleasure boat in South Korea to 28, police
said. Two passengers were still missing, AP reports from

Seoul.

The bodies were found in Chungju Lake near where the
54-ton ship was consumed by flames on Monday.

Abkhazia clash leaves 2 dead

Fighting between separatist and Georgian government u‘oopﬂ'
in breakaway Abkhazia's Gali region left two people dead and
three injured on Tuesday, the Abkhazian Defence Ministry
said on Tuesday, AFP reports from Moscow.

The ministry, quoted by Interfax news agency, identified
one of the dead as an Abkhazian soldier and the second as a
Georgian soldier who was pari of an offensive against an .
Abkhazian base in Gali, which is located on the border be-
tween the separatist republic and the rest of Georgia. The
minisiry said the three injured were Abkhazian soldiers.

DPRK arm

chief h

.
North Korea's pmvery 1 militar{ chief, O gin U, was hospi-
talised in Paris on Tuesday. and the South Korean Foreign
Ministry said he was suffering from lung cancer. AFF reporis

from Seoul.

0. 77. the second muat powerful

man in the Stalinist

North after former strongman Kim [l-Sung's son and desig-

nated leader Kim Jong-Il,
in Paris.

was admitted to Laennec Hospital

Policeman shot in Manila: in one of
the most brazen attacks in years. suspected Communist
rgbels shot and wounded a traffic policeman on Wednesday at

high noon

in one of the Philippine capital’s most crowded

shopping dfstricts. AP-reports from Manila.

No group claimed responsibility for the attack, the fourth
against a policeman since Monday. But the Alex Boneayao
Brigade, a breakaway Communist faction. said on Wednesday

it had launched campaign
against rampan! extortion”

“in response to public clamor
by police and soldiers.

44 executed in S China : me soun

China Province of Guandong executed 44 people on Tuesday
for involvement in prostitution and drug trafficking and con-
victed more than 200 others for serious offences, the Xinhua
news agency sald, Reuter reports from Beijing.

it said that 14 of thode executed were guilty of organising
and foreing others into prostitution and the other 30 were

guilty of drug trafficking.

Pakistan destroys $50m drugs:

Pakistani authorities, in a fiery dlsplav of dﬂrrmjnatinn to

combat drug smuggling on Tuesday burned heroin

and

hashish with a street value in' the West of nearly 5 0 million
dollars. Reuter reports from Attock Khurd

More than half a tonne of heroin and more than eight
tonnes of hashis were set on fire at Attock Khurd, about 80
km (50 miles) northwest of |slamabad

Japan aral cou

aruhito an

Japan S CTOWN pnm:r

r’Eh: to tour ME:

is wife, Princess Masako, |

will visit four Middle East countries frem November 5-15 on
their first overseas trip since their wedding, officials said
yesierday, AFP reports from Tokyo

The itinerary of the roval couple’'s visit to Saudi Arabia,
Oman. Qatar and Bahrain was approved at a cabinet meeting

vesterday

150 art institutes in China: me num

Her of specialised art imstitutes has increased to 150 in China

from 18
according to a report by
from Bedjing.

in 1949 when the People
“China Reform News, Xinhua says

& Republic was founded

The paper sajd that 30 of these institutes train students of
advanced level in the fields of music, fine arts. crafts. opera,
dance. film. acrobatics and other comprehensive art forms.

Hillary celebrates
47th birthday

CAIRD. Oct 268; 1S First
Lady Hillary Clinton paid a
guick visit to the pyramids to
day. while her husband, caught
in a whirlwing Middle East
towsr, wished he could repoarts
Reuter.

Hillary spent 30 minutes at
a presidential resi-house over
looking the pyramids accom-
panied by Egyptian Firsi _udy
Suzanne Mubarak, who gave
her an impromptu history les
son as they looked out from a
balcony on 1o the site

The two women had a traci
tional Egyptian breakiast .-
i'snﬂg of ful (favia beans|

afal. local cheeses. honey
and molasses

A birthday cake lor Hillary
followed .

Tm glad fo be here orn my |

birthday, Hillary. who turned
47, wid reporters and photog
raphers.

A US oificial sasd President
Bill Clinton. busy in talks with
Egyptian President Hosm

Mubarak and Palestiman leader |

Yasser Araltatl. could oot visit
the pyramids He would i he
hadt a2 choice 1he offirial sasd

LONDON, Oect 26:
Secretary-General Eﬁutrnn
Boutros-Ghali said on Tuesday
he fully backed the comman-
der of UN forces in Bdsnia, de-
gbite calls for his dismissal is-
sued by parties in the Bosnian
parliament. reports Reuter.

"I have full confidence in
General Rose. | just want to
express my gratitude to him,
he has done wonderful work."
Boutros-Ghali told the British®
Broadcasting Corporation
(BBC) in a radio interview.

All eight -political parties in
the Bosnian parliament have
demanded the removal of
Rose. accusing him of appeas-
ing the Serbs.

Boutros-Ghali, during a visit
to London, told the BBC that

’

his special representative jin’
- former Yugosiavia,
Akashi. was respoiisible lor the

Yasushi

peacekeeping operation — not
Rose.

. Boutros Ghali said Bosnia's |

Muslim-led government could.
if they wished, complain to
him abow( Akashi. v o

Meanwhile AP reports: The
UN Commander in Bbosnia said
Wednesday Bosnian calls for
his dismissal for allegedly
favouring the Serbs are just
"extreme rhetoric”. _

'l work for peace and for
the people of this country, not
for extreme propagandists or
politicians,” Lt Gcn Sir Michael
Rose said.

Rose, : said f.he Serbs for
their part "feel bitterly about
the fact that 1 have used air
power against them t(hree
times and they don't believe
that 1 am applying my mandate
mrrﬂ:tly from th:ir’ point of
view."

Internatlonal

I_y Ghali backs Gen.
Bosnians' call for dismissal

So | really just have to stick
on the center line here.”

Rose has said he intends to
complete his one- assign-
ment in Bosnia scheduled to
end in January.

On Monday the eight par-
ties in Bosnia's parliament —
representing both Croats and
Muslims — said Rose should be
dismissed for failing to guaran-
tee the security of a govern-
ment-held road over Mount
[gman, near Sarajevo.

The Bosnian army had
claimed that a 45-minute gun-

- battle on the mountain earlier

‘Monday was started by .a
French peacekeeping force.
But the United Nations said
French soldiers fired 200
rounds after coming under an

unprovoked attack from gov-

ernment soldiers supposed to
be withdrawing from a demili-

tarised zene on Mount Igman

Rose said his polh:y Il
"remain impartial at a techni-
cal level, maintain a dialogue
with both sides in order to try
and bring about this peace
which the people of this coun-
try so urgently need."

"You have to remember that
there is a war going on here ...
and it is not surprising that
there is a highly charged polit-
ical atmosphere in which the
rhetoric used .is sometimes
rather extreme,” he told BBC
radio.

"I don't believe that this
sort of rhetoric will affect me
in any way or other.” .

Bosnia has been at war
since April 1992, when the
heavily armed Serb minority
rebelled against a vote by the
republic's Muslims and Croats
to secede from Yugoslavia.

Indonesian Foreign Minister Al Alat.aﬂ holds up a wnoden striker to hlt the gong yesterday in
Bukit Tinggi, Indonesia at the opening ceremony of the fifth informal workshop on managing
potential conflicts in the South Chirla Sea. The workshop is being attended by representatives

from eleven Asian countries.

— AFP photo

Knesset approves
deal with Jordan

JERUSALEM. Oct 26: The
Israeli parliament on Tuesday
ratifled by a huge majority the
peace treaty to be signed today
with Jordan, reports AFP.

The treaty was adopted by
105 votes to three with six ab-
stentions, a parliamentary
source said. One hundred and
fourteen deputies out of the
iotal of 120 were present for
the vote.

Only the right-wing na-
tionalist party Moledat. which
has three seatls in the Knesset
(parliament), voted against the
accord.

The peace treaty, only the
second between lsrael and an
Arab state after Egypt. was
adopted unanimously Sunday
bv the lsraeli cabinet

| In_elda offers $ 30m to

victiims of Marcos' rule

MANILA, Oct 26: Imelda
Marcos announced on Wed-
nesday she had offered 30
million dollars to victims of
her late husband's regime but
said the offer was rejected by
the US lawyer representative
them in'a class action suit in
Hawaii, reports AP.

It was the first time the
widow of ousted strongman
Ferdinand Marcos has publicly
offered a settlement in the 1.2
billion dollars suit on behalf of
about 10.000 Filipinos mur-
dered. , tortured and impris-
oned during her husband's 20-
year rule.

In 1992 a US District Court
jury in Hawaii found the

Marcos estate liable for dam-
dges in the case. This year, the
jury set the Hability at 1.2 bil-
lion dollars. Imelda has ap-
pealed the ruling.

Imelda told reporters she
made the offer "in the spirit of
reconciliation and unity” to the
plaintiffs’ attorney, Robert
Swift, last September.

Swift rejected it, she said.
Imelda said the offer still
stands.

Swift was in Manila on
Wednesday but could not be
reached for comment. The of-
fer represents less than 10 per
cent of the known Marcos as-
sets frozen In Swiss bank ac-
counts alone.
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A visitor at the exhibition on f'l‘enfhd history ;lt BBI‘I]E‘;'D!KI'“:! E;I'II.I"E on Tuesday admires
the hat of French emperor Napoleon I, which he wore at the time of being banished to the

island of Elba

— AFP photo |

25 killed as
Indian train
catches fire

CALCUTTA. Oet 26: At least
25 persons were killed and
over 60 others suffered burn
injuries when a coach of the
Bombay-Howrah express
caught fire between Lotapahar
and Chakradharpur stations in

the early hours today, reports
PTI. -

RﬂﬂWﬂ;}F officials in Delhi .

said 17 persons were killed in
thé accident and the toll is
likely to go up as more bodies
are extricated from the coach
of the ill-fated 8001 train.

A Jamshedpur report quot-
ing officlal sources put the toll
at 25.

The Tatanagar railway man-
ager, S Tripathy, told PTI that
the stalion master of
Lotapahar first noticed the fire
and immediately informed the
divisional headquarters of the
railways at Chakradharpur.

The report said the railway
personnel at Chakradharpur
switched off the power supply
to the traction wire and

stopped the train, but by 0215

hrs, the fire had engulfed
coach number six of the train.

Russian army to
be cut to 1.9m
by Jan '95

MOSCOW. Oct 26: The
Russian army will be cut to 1.9
million men by January 1995
and down to 1.7 million by the
end of that year. Defence
Minister Pavel Grachev said
Tuesday in an interview with
the .agency Interfax. reports
AFP,

He said the figures were
laid down in a decree signed
Monday by President Boris
Yeltsin. but the president's
press service said it had no
information on the subject.

The Russian army stood at

2.2 million men in mid-July -

according to figures provided
by the Defence Ministrv. The
Soviet Red Army numbered 4.5
million men.

Kuwait gives
$ 4.2m for
allied troops

KUWAIT, Oct 26;: Kuwail's
ruling Sabah family has do-
nated 1.25 million dinars (4.2
million dollar) to help pay the
cost of allied support after this
month's Iragi buildup near the
border., the official Kuwait
news agency (Kunaj said on
Tuesday. reports Reuter.

"The Emir of the state,
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah. on behalf of the ruling
family, donated 1.25 million
dinars in support of the mili-
tary effort,” Kuna said.

Kuwait, apparently drop-
ping plans to impose a defence
levy, sald on Sunday it would
welcome donations to help pay
the cost of allied support fol-
lowing recent border tension
with Iraq.
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Hlas Wnrld contestant Yulissa del Pmu Plnuchﬂt of Chile
cools off at Sun City, South Africa on Tuesday before

the finals of the pngennt which will

Nov 19.

be held here
— AFP photo

Dmnalookstbrwapaﬂnwnt

NEW YORK: Princess Diana is shopping for a 3.5 million
dollar apartment in one of the city's costliest addresses
Trump Tower, The New York Post reported Wednesday, says

AP.

Quoting unnamed sources the paper said the Princess of
Wales is anxious to close the deal on a 12-room apartment on
an upper floor of the ritzy Fifth Avenue building.

She looked at videotapes of floor plans for several apart-

" ments in Trump Tower while she stayed at the Carlyle Hotel

last week,

A spokeswoman for Buckingham Palace told The Post it
was "pure .speculation” to suggest the Princess is eyeing the

posh apartment house.

Her in-laws, the British royal family, have an apartment in
the same building, according to the Post.
An unnamed source insisted to the paper that Diana wants

to move quickly.

The Post said the Princess was steered toward the tower
by British composer and producer Andrew Lioyd Webber, who

already has an apartment there.

Webber reportedly stressed that tight security and hidden
passageways enable residents.to come and ge unnoticed

Should the Princess relocate to Trump Tower, her neigh
bours would include newlyweds Michael Jackson and Lisa

Marie Presi
Loren, Elton

., Steven Spielberg. Johnny Carson, Sophia
ohn and the Sultan of Brunei.

Apes face extinction threat

LONDON: Gorillas and chimpanzees — mankind's closest
genetic relatives — face extinction in Africa because of
hunters who kill them for their meat, an international animal
protection group charged on Tuesday, reports AP.

Hunters kill 3,000 chimpanzees and 600 gorillas in the
Congo Republic alone each year, said a statement from the
World Society for the Protection of Animals, an umbrella body

for 300 protection groups worldwide.
"If these levels of hunting are allowed to continue, man

will illiterally eat the Great Apes of Africa to extinction.”

society said.

Precise killing figures were not available for the
Jonathan Owen.

Africa, said society

the

whale of

There are only between 100,000 and 200.000 chimps in
central and western Africa and under 50 000 gorillas. the so

ciety said. All are classified as endangered.

Hunting

the apes for food is ancient practice, but killings

have dramatically increased because recent logging opera
tions have opened up previously inaccessible rain forest to

hunters, Owen said.

“It has became much more of a threat than hunters hunt
ing for subsistence.,” Owen told The Associated Press
Gorilla carcasses sell for about 30 dollars each, a fortune

for African hunters.

The threat to the animals has also increased because of the
readier availability of the 12-gauge bullets needed to down the

enda

Virtually all countries in the reglon ban the hunting of the
ngered species, but lack the means to enforce the ban

Owen said. The society is lobbying “althi:r countries to
help maintain the anti-hunting laws.

Turkey denies entry
to Al researcher

LODNON, Oct 26: The
Turkish government has re-
fused to admit an Amnesty
International researcher into
Turkey to collect information
on human rights violations,. the
London-based human rights
organisation said today, re-
ports AFP.

"This ban contradicts the
'‘policy of openness relating to
human rights_issues’' promised
in a public t made by
the Turkish “government in
January and comes in a year

which has brought an' un-
precedented volume of reports
of human rights violations
committed by security forces.”
said amnesty in a statement.

It continued: "By denying
our researcher accesd to

Battle of widows in Lanka's presidential race

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka Oect
26: The widows of lwo slain
politicians are running for
president next month m Sri
Lanka — not an uniikely con
rest in 8 region where long
ruling feudal families have
given way lo political dynas
ties reporis AP

On Tuesday. the opposition
United National Parly chose
Srima [Mssanayake to replace
her assassinated husband as its
candidate for president, two
days after he and 53 other
people were killed at a politi
cal raliv by a suicide bomber

She will be running against
Prime Minister Chandrika
Humaratunga. the widow of as-
sassinated acior-politician
Vijaya Kumaratunga and hersell

the daughter of two prime
MR ers

[issanavake a tax expert
whose political experience (s
Lmited 0 ncal governmend
firude hersell 1n national i_"':h
s On Wave 0O sympality
generaled by her hushand s
Al oealhn

r Bitelh Fakistian

Bangladesh and Sri Lanka —
where feudalism survived even
during Britain's colonial rule —
political dynasties replaced
royal ones when denwxracy

o .
B T mdriku humdrulungﬂ

SOns
wives of powerful leaders have
i ankinaed

arrtved daughters. and
Lo share the puilije
vl W«

cie]  mrista
the leader

1T M TR 02

cratic famities louk

ship of political parties, re-
maining as ¢lected governors
of areas where their [amilies
had ruled as princes or ma

' harajahs.

Kumaratunga said she has
given much thought to the rea-
sons behind the inherited
leadership common in South
Asia.

's not seen as a dirty
thing for the same family to
rule over and .over again,
whereas it would be a joke for

the West,” she told The
Associated Press earlier this
year before she became prime
minister in August

1 think it stems mainly
from that. the traditional fam-
ity system.” she said.

The prime minister was
educated at the Sorbonne in
Paris during the 19608 when
the university was at the fore
romt of radical student poll
ties. Still. she said she never
wirnted to be a politician

It's the people who pushed
it | refused point blank to take
part in electoral politics.” she
said "In my case | was abso

lutely literally forced "
More than 30 years ago.
Kumaratunga's mother.

Sirimavo Bandaranaike. be-
caine the world's lirst lemale

Srima Dissunayake
prime minister after her hus
hand. Solomon Bandaranalke
was assasainated by a Boddhist
monk

The pattern s common in

South Asia.
In Bangladesh, Khaleda Zia

became prime minister alter
her husband, President Zia Ur
Rahman. was assassinated.

In India. Sonia Gandhi was
offered the leadership of the
governing Congress Party
when her husband. former
Prime Minister Rajiv Ghandhi,
was assassinated in 1991
When she refused, some party
leaders apoke about drafting
her daughter. Privanka.

Rajiv Gandhi himsell be-
came prime minister in 1984
when his mother, Indira
Gandhi, was assassinated. She
had taken the premiership
long held by her f{ather
Jawaharlal Nehru

Assassinations ol their fa-
thers were the stepping stones
to politics for Prime Minister

Benarir Bhutto of Pakistan and .

for Sheikh Hasina of
Bangladesh. now the main top
opposition leader

In the Philippinea, Corazon
Aguino became president
three years after the 1983 as
sassination of her husband,
opposition leader Benigno

Aquino

Turkey. the government is
choosing to hide and to deny
the torture and killings carried
out by its police and gen
darmerie rather than confront
its worsening human rights vi
olations and take the necessary
steps to end the violations.’

Amnesty International said
“legal and extra-legal” methods
were being used to prevent
information-gathering in
south-east Turkey

It said the press there had
been under severe attack from
both sides In the conflicl. and
that officials of the Turkish
human rights association had
been harassed. threatened. de
tained, tortured, and, in some
cases, abducted and killed

Aristide asks parliament
to okay nominee for PM

PORT-AL-PRINCE. Oct 26:
President Jean Bertrand Aris-
tide asked parliament on
Tuesday to endorse his cheice
for the prime minister's post
businessman and political
moderate Smarck Michel, re-
ports AFP.

Michel, 57. confirmed by
both houses of the legislature
would replace the acting
prime minister Robert Malval
who is to stand down,

The nomination was an-
nounced by the speaker of the
lower house of parlilament,
Frantz Robert Monde, who was
informed of the cholce in a let-
ter from Aristide.

Michel,
in Aristide’'s former govern-
ment as Trade and Industry
Minister, was viewed as poten-
tially able to the gap be-
tween Aristide kers who
mostly live in abject poverty
and the country's tiny eco-
nomic elite

The United States reacied
with approval to the appoint-
ment and said It was

who served briefly

"impressed” with Aristide s
choice and his efforts ail

"budiding a political consensus’
in a country bitterly divided
along racial. economic and po
litical lines.

State department
Christine Shelly
described Michel as a "“well re-
spected businesaman” and said
his nomination "sends a very
positive signal to the basiness
comumunity in Haiti

Aristide’'s nomination of
Michel marks his first political
appointment since returning
from three years in exile after
being ousted by the army In
September 1991

Monde said deputies i1 Lhe
two chambers would begin de
bate on Michel's candidacy
within 48 hours

Support from centrist and
socialist deputies was viewed
as crucial in approving
Michel's appointment as some
members of the pro-Aristide
coalition in parliament were
already reluctant to endorse
the nominee.




