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ailure of the

the newspapers concern
ue between the

Commonwealth-brokered

ruling t;l:ddlthe ut unned us but: at _
the e a ﬂmnent As
reassured us ahout the cuntnt poli

ation process. n;em w:;d tttxﬁ the twu
de leaders o OppoOSi-
rm‘:'nul?;vc to meet toti:':ﬂr in furﬂmm of
the dia rocess”. a has also been
ex nmmmwcahh emi Sir Hinhn
Stephen that he t not leave D

migh
political settlement has been reached.

Thanks God. the development hunutpraved
ouir worst fear we ressed thro this column
at the beginning of d ¢ impression
was that neither of the two sides went into the
dia logue with an open mind, What was on on
their mind was a political garne in which
cou ld beat each other st the run of play. How
else does one explain two sides' reluctance to
make good use of an op waity thrown their
way. anks to the Commonwealth Secretary
General Emeka Anyaouku's initiative.

Ba th the ruling party and the opposition have
just reiterated their respective positions during
the prast five sessions. Nothing wrong with it.
Becauise it could very well be viewed as an open-
ing of the dialogue — a ple r round to be pre-
cise. \WWhether the demise nf the talks should have
been announced this early is a question we put
before our political leaders. To our mind it can by
no means a lost case yet. The ?rtles can re-

t they must

sume the talks where thcy left off.
do it with a sense of p se.

It is terribly disturbing to know that the con-
tendin g parties accused each other for the failure
of the talks instead of acknowled their reluc-
tance t 0 make a serious effort inn narr down
their differences. It seemed tha't.they were inter-
ested rnore in sticking to their positions than in
analysing the merits of the contentious issues.
There is no place for intransigience in politics.
Everybody has to make some concessions in the
long run if the best and acceptable results are on
their miind. What is bewildering is that before
even ex hausting the pros and cons‘of the on-go-
ing process, the two sides hastily decided to call
it a day. We won't go so far as to call it a political

but if the talks could not be revived any-.

Ildl\.’fa;
way, the move might look worse still

[f the opposition feels that erio mgress is
not beiryg made at the talks, the

very well note that point and match their esirf:
with its own-.effort. We are woiried that thing
have not moved the way the people here and uul-
side of the country have wanted them to. The sta-
ke lor everyone is %eat Once again we focus pn
the agenda set, with opinion frorn the two sides,
by the Cummﬂnwealth secretary peneral for dis-
.ussion. A thorough discourse on the three points

- strengthening the election commission, elec-

ti on under a caretaker governmeit and the code
ot conduct for the politicians — could indeed be
the* basis of an agreement acceptalble to both.

'vow that the edntendin
to noturn to the negotiating 'table, they must do so.
with seriousness of purpose. There is hardly any
SCOPL’ tor hﬂ{‘kil’lg out of snmtt.hing tht’j" have
both committed themselves to. No petty interests
or nar."ow politics should be allowed to intervene
in the forward-looking political reconciliation

rocess. The challenge-is before our political

eaders and they have to be equal to the task.

Unmitigated Hell
Inside City Buses
Abdur Razzaq, a teacher, was alle Eﬂdl}’ pushed
down from a moving bus’' footboard on Monday

afternoon in front of the Grindlays Bank at Nara
vanganj. The bus then ran over the 28-year old

man from Patuakhali. Razzaq succumbcd to kis

injuries at midnight. ﬂlthnu%h police is in the
know of the number of the bus, th haven't, tlll
Tuesday evening, been able to catch the hel

Whether the busman was in fact responsi ie for
this death is for the court to decide. Neverthe-
less, we have here a fit occasion to go into the
question of the manning of our buses. Whoever
has for even once taken a ride on any of the city
buses or those that run between the capital and
its satellite town, would suretv know what has
been the regular passengers' realisation over
thousands of trips on these traps — that the
whole exercise ia more humiliating and degrad-
ing than merely risky. Only crowd in, however in-
tolerable, does mot make it 0. A relentless
stream of abusive lan r1age and utterly impolite
behaviour including shoving.ancl pushing from
the conductor and the helper combine with the
suffocating congestion to make the interior of a
moving bus an unmitigated hell.

We do not say that all of our bus conductors
and helpers are unredeemablt raogues. They may
come in as many kinds as there are human
But a handful of very rare exceptions, all:
pl
unf practice an awfully indecent behaviour of
the bus empl . No regular bus passenger of
this city can claim to have done his moving about
without his or her sense of dignity and self-re-

spect dented. Two main factors contribute to the
hnrrend?us situation. The I:;:st._ owriers' consistent

licy o (¢ or not more than a

ittacfm: and Y ung peo ose thart are little bet-
ter than wurthlm scum illiterate saind having the
least by of breeding, is the predominant fac-
tor. Then re is the other, no le ss overri
From early mo till late at it the conduc-
tor jostles among sardine-packed pressing bod-
ies, incessantly at his fight to remain on top of
thehal‘;:rtms ﬂ:chsi.;t fﬂnuﬁf fﬂ:lrli1 16 long hours
eac e shou tou
for the on top of hfpse:oicnp?ur theﬁl:?lgt tjn,%
the livelong day. And no provision of rest or hnl:l
day or vacation or working hours {ixed in accor-
dance with ILO requirements, reduice the two to
a condition that can turn them insane or into
robots of the most inadequate a;nd unhealthy

There is no denying that the helpers stand

on the footboard push all pasaemrs in or out o

the bus. It is iteposaibltthat ur Razzaq was
ushed with some force down the: footboard. If
t is the case, the helper deserve:s the punish-

ment that should be lawfully his. Fiut that would
problem. Mass

e e
awareness o people res
resistance and ent measures controll m
rultmcnt and ition of the service o the
s mm combine with the curbing of crowd-
the buses ﬂtﬁ}rh'ipumncwuuld look
furward to.

parties have decided -

buses feature as a matter of universal and .

The Daily Star (DS): What

- are youwr views on the set back

to the talks? What do you think
will be its implication on the
Juture political development?

Sheikh Hasina (SH): We are
extremely worried about the

| future of the country. What we

had tried to do through our
movement is to restore to the
people their voting rights, and
the right to chose their gov-

erninent, and to change it
whenever they want to. The
collapse of the dialogue, that
occurred last Tuesday. is due
to the government's uncom-
promising position. We have
put our demands, and
we have placed sufficient ar

guments in favour of our posi-

tion. However it is the ruling
party which has not respon-
fed. They have not put forward
any argument as to why they
are o to our demands..
All they say. and have been
saying so from the beginning,
is that the 'caretaker govern-
ment' is not provided for in
the Constitution. We are fully
aware of that fact. That is

"exactly why we have been

trying to persuade the ruling
party to join hands with us,

and move a Bill in the
Parliament to include such a
provision in the Constitution.
DS: Can we focus on
Tuesday’'s incident. Why did
the talks collapse?
SH: You see we had given a
roposal to the ruling party.
\?Vh:thtr this proposal will be
accepted or not is up to them.
If they accept it. how much of
it they accept, and how much
they do not. If they reject our
proposal totally then what are
the grounds on which they are
rejecting it — all this needs to
be spelt out. We expected a full
discussion on our proposal.
and an explanation as to why
they are rejecting our sugges-
tion. We want a logical explana-
tion about their position. The

" truth is that the government

did not want go in this direc-
tion at all. In fact they revealpd
-their position at the end of the
talks on Tuesday by saying that
theré is no question of any
caretaker government. The at-
titude with which they did so
was also extremely unfortu-
nate. We did not expect such

attitude. alter all this govern-
ment itsell came (o power

through a caretaker govern-
menit.
Pakistan was under a similar
system. In fact the 1970 elec-
tion in the then Pakistan. in
‘which Yahva came to power
pusting Ayub. also held an elec-
tion under a caretaker -ar-
rangement.

DS: The positions nj the
opposition group and that of
the ruling party are well
known. What, if anything,
emerged new from the talks.
Was there any new idea floated
either by your side or by the
ruling party.

SH: None whatsoever. That
is our fundamental point. The

~ ruling party did not respond to
. our idea, except by saying that

wias not in the Consfitution. As
for us, the question does not
arise of coming up with new
ideas because the ruling party
did not respond to our original
proposal. to which we could

South-South Educational Research Information Sharing

DUCATION should be
regarded as a serious
business and conducted
as efficiently as possible as it
not only takes a substantial

portion of the national budget
in most countries, it holds the

key as well to the progress of
the countries concerned. But
unfortunately it is a wasteful

enterprise in terms of money,

manpower, time, and the qual- .

ity of the products because of
lack of policy directions,
proper management and ac-
countability in many develop-
ing countries. It is now well
established that the situation
can be improved through utili-
sation of problem-centred and
action-oriented research stud-
fes.” Recognizing the need to
improve educational policy,
practice and quality through
research, an international or-

| Letters for publication in these

The receni election in

gional
gam;mltnn titled the Suulhr.rn

Interview with Sheikh Hasina

STAR SPECIAL

Leader of the Opposition and Awami League Chief, Sheikh Hasina, in an exclusive
interview with The Daily Star, explains

as to why
"Tuesday. The AL Chief accuses the ruling BNP for not being sincere about resolving

the dialogue broke ‘dewn last

the

political crisis and of deliberately moving away from the agreed agenda as worked out
by Chief Emeka, the Secretary General of the Commonwealth. In the interview Sheikh

Hasina also expresses her views on the overall
- concludes that the BNP is pushing the country towards uncertainty.

performances of the government and

respond.

DS: Yesterday there were
some reports that the second
phase aof the discussion. be-
tween two smaller groups than
the existing ones, was (o start.
Why didnt you go inte that

very
and said that there was no qu—
estion of discussing the care-
taker issue. then what use
tirere was of continuing the
discussion. The ruling party
came to the discussion know-
ing full well the agenda. As we
all know the agenda set by the
General of the Co-
mmonwealth, Chief Emeka in-
cluded 'caretaker government
as an item. He had talked to
both the sides before setting
the agenda. So BNP was fully
aware about the agenda item.
The Prime Minister knew fully
that the ‘caretaker govern-
ment’ was included in Emeka
agenda. Knowing that, she
agreed to participate in the
talks. So why should they now
say that there is no question of
discussing the ‘caretaker
£ t' issue. And if they
m:lt reason is there for
the continuation of the talks.
So far tHe discussions did not
touch the main issue. On
Tuesday, one minister who was
participating in the talks cate-
gorically denied any possibility
of 'caretaker government issue
being a part of the talks. So ie
is the ruling party which is
subverting the talks.

DS: If. as you say the main
agenda item was not being dis-
cussed, then would it not have
been better for the Opposition
to have given an ultimatum
about withdrawing rather than
withdrawing from the talks?

SH: This is what has been
going on for the last five days.
Whosoever spoke from our
side said so. .

DS: Frankly we were caught
by surprisc at the move to dis-
corntinue the talks, and to de-
clare it as a failure?

SH: -Well, we did not ex-
press our disappointment at
the talks earller because we
were sticking to the agree-
ment not to speak to the
press,

. 'DS: How do you visualize the
immediate future of out poli-
tics?

SH: The government is
pushing the country towards
an uncertain future. Not only in
politics, in every sphere of life,

this government is pushing us
towards disaster. Everyday

there is murder. robbery. law-

lessness, students unrest. So
many groups are on strike. No

‘work is being done in the sec-

retariat. Third and fourth class
employees are desisting from
work. What is interestingsabout
these strikes is they are being

Educational Research Initiative
(SERI) was established in
Nmrumber 1992 for South-
South tion. :

EERI‘ is a natural follow-up
of the efforts made in 1970s
ahd 80s to promote educa-

tional research in most of the

regions of the developing
world through sponsoring eéd-
ucational research networks

by leading donor agencies like -

SAREC.” SIDA, IDRC and
USAID. We, in South Asia,
were, however, left out appar-
ently for lack of interest in ed-

. ucationa]l research in policy

formulation” apd quality im-
provement through relevant
practice.

SERI has now nine sub-re-
networks includin
EAFER [Suuth ﬂaian Farum 0
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columns s};ouid be

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

| are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica- |
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and
j address. . .

Woace diciremmed :

Sir, By capturing the killer
of the college teacher and her
daughter, and the miscreants
involved in the murder of a
school student, which were
committed recently in Dhaka,
our police force have done a
laudable job. We are heartened

" by their prompt action and

hope that they will keep it up.

But we are distraught and
deeply shocked by these in-
human activities, deterioration
of our society to the extent
where s do not hesi-
tate to kill coldbloodedly. We
notice with concern that day
by day these sorts of ruthless

* learn

|| -

incidents are lncren. n&ﬁg in uur

country. We wonder what sort

of social eondition is responsi-
ble for these crue] acts and if it
will ever stopl!

[ ]

Nur Jahan N
East Nasirabad. Chittagong

NEMAP issues

Sir. I have read Dr Zahir

Sadeque's interesting article on |

the subject (DS, Sept. 27), and
subsequently came across Dr
Saleemul Haq's rejoinder on

velopment | was shocked to
that the important
NEMAPFP process was under-

carried out to lorce the gov-
ernment Lo implement the

agreements that the govern-
ment has already signed.

There is rising unemployment.
more and more industries are
closing down. So there is
uncertainty in every field, not
only in politics. This govern-
ment is leading the country’
towards a total uncertain fu-
ture. Nothing seems to touch
this government. It appears to
me that this government is not
capable of even understanding
the problems facing the coun-
try. let alone solving them.
Recently the Prime Minis-
ter has threatened that she is
also present in the sireets. As
a Prime Minister she shouid be
running the cdountry. She
should not be in the streets.
When the Prime Minister says
she is in the streets, instead of
being in the Parliament or in
the government, it means she
wants political confrontation.
DS: You have said on various
occastons that {f this dialogue
Jails then you will intens{fy

your movement. Are you now

going {0 make that happen?
SH: What else can we do.
Please mark my words. We

want 10 ensure safety of our
voters, we wart to restore the

rights of the voters to elect the
government they chose, and

also to reject the government
that they do not want. We want

lo bring a long term political

stability in our country. It was
for that reason that we wanted
the three following general
elections to be held under a
‘catetaker system'. Not just the
next election. This is what we
want.
BNP wants to perpetuate the
chance to win election through
volg rigging. They want the
right to steal ballot b-n:l-:cs and
rig elections.

DS: Is it right to nmke such
an extreme comment?

SH: Yes. |1 say so because it
is the reality. They know that
they can rig the elections
much better if they are in
power. Without being in power
they cannot win in the elec-
tions. And that is why they do

. not want elections under a

caretaker government. Take
the Jesspre election for in-
stance. People are so disgusted
with this government that no-
body even submitted any nom-
ination paper to contest in that
election. But of course to the
ruling party this is not proof of
disgust but a sign of their own
popularity. In a democratic set
up, nobody files any nomina-
tion paper ih a by-election;
isn't it terribly insulting to the
existing government? The
tragedy is that this govern-
ment does have the sense to
feel this shame. The difference

between them and us is that .

we want to give the .people

Gn the other hand the'

-':.__ e, B
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lhcir righl; to vote, and BNP
wants to retain the power to
manipulate people's right to
vote, That is the difference be-
tween our two parties.

DS: How do you see the fu-
ture of our politics ? .

SH:: Whalt 1 wanted, was to
ensure a very peaceful and se-
cure election system. In 1991
election, there was no loss of

life. It was by and large a very
peaceful election. [ wanted to
put a system, into ptaft
thrmuﬂh a caretaker govern-
ment for the next three elec-
tions. for stable and peaceful
elections. People were killed
in every by-election held under
BNP. Remember the Lalbagh
killings. During Dhanmandi
elections shots were fired at
my car. People caught the cul-

prit and handed him over to .

the police. The person was re-
léased through intervention
frem the highest authority. He
is now a big BNP leader. The
other day the train [ was trav-
eling in was [ired upon. There
was so many police, security
staff. members of the public.
all witnessed the incident. and

yel the government press note

denied it all. Those who can
say sut:h lies, where will they

by Dr Abu Hamid Latif

Educational . Researchers)
which was established only last
year at the initiative of SERI
and BAFED ( adesh Forum
for- Educational Dgvelopment)
with its headquarters in Dhaka,

The broad objective of SERI
is sharing of educational in-
formation and experiences
within the southern hemi-
sphere. SERI plans to achieve
this objective by faeilitating
and promoting South-South
linkages, helping to strengt-
hen educational research ca-
pacity in the South, promoting
effective utilisation of educa-
tional research and improving
the dissemination process so
as to reach educational resear-

. ch o select target audiences

in the South.

. As a step towards articulat-

ing the SERI mission, in each
of the regions that are SERI's
concern — Africa, Asia, and La-
tin America and the Caribbeans
— case studies and background
reports were prepared during
the preparatory phase. These
reports provided indepth
studies of the contexts within'
which educational research is
conducted. They have revealed
that: {(a) the policy makers and
other practitioners do not uti--
lize effectively
search: (b) there is an Inade-
quate mix of, research skills
that are relevant and needed
to conduct quality ‘research (c)
the modes of dissemination do

not include users of research -

siich as policy makers, practi-
tioners. communities, parents
and other stake holders; (d)
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e ra—r—r
P Sp————

B e e =

all available re-.

take the country? That m the
main question before us.

Our whole purpose was to
bring political peace in the
country so that work of eco-
nomic and soctal development
advances speedily. Without po-
litical peace development
work cannot go ahead., To
achieve thalt we have lo sel up
a system which will ensure po-
litical stability. It is for a stable
electoral system that we are
fighting. For arguments sake,
let us assume that we are able
o hold a free and fair election
next time around, through var-
fous stop-gap and ad-hoc
methods including foreign ob-
servers, monitors, and what
not. Will that end the present
controversy. Will not the same
question come again next time.
Those who become the opposi-
tion in the future will demand
a caretaker system for the fol-
lowing election. If we get
elected then the BNP will im-
mediately raise this demand
and start all sorts of stirikes
and hartals. We gave BNP three
and half years. BNP will not
give us even three months. We
therefore want to bring about a

' drastic change in our election

system so that free and fair

-

the research environment in
many countries 1s not con-

ducive and supportive to the -

gcneratinn of quality research:
and (f) educational research is
underfunded and not priority
‘agendas for most gummmta
in the South.
SERI in

its 3ecund

| Steering Committee meeting

held in the University of Hong
Kong Campus 7-11 August
1994, noted that the basic
concern of SERI remains
South-South collaboration to-
wards improvement of re-
search environment, research
capacity building and researc¢h
utilization in education. For
this purpose, the meeting

" ‘identified two major areas of

SERI] activities for the next
three years.
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taken in such a callous manner
by GOB and the concerned
donor agency, Our govern-
ment's inability to prepare high
quality plans and documents

for a variety of reasons are well -

known. But' UN agencies are
known for their technical and
managerial expertise. How

~ could they as a public interna-

lional body accountable to the
global citizens allow an impor-
tant documentation process (o
be guided by no clear under-.
standing about the root cause
of envirenmental degradation

- and their remmediation?

Before any consultancy is
offered, a rigorous Scope of
Waork or Terms of Reference are
developed by the sponsoring
agency, where, background/
conceptual issues, rationale of
study and deliverables/outputs
are discussed in a
comprehensive manner. That

remains the guiding philosophy
of the consultants to produce

the outputs they arg engaged
for. Obviously, the sponsors of

NEMAP did not do a good job in

preparing a good SOW/TOR.
The process, it seems w0 me,

did a commendable job in hold-

ing grassroots workshops. But |
wonder, did they result in truly
participatory dialogue or were
they stage-managed. Participa-
tion must be separated from
populism and emotion. QOther-
wise, they degenerate easily
into useless and sentimental
outpourings of lttle or no
substance,

Jamal Ahmed, Eskaton
Dhaka |

"Civilization"

Sir, The short article
‘Civilization’ by Nico den
Tuinder (DS 2.10.94) and two
letters one by Zaki Wahaj (DS
6.10.94) and another by Nurul
Huq [DS 12.10.94) were very
interesting. The young shows
his hot blood whereas the ma-
tured shows his tolerance.

Nurul Huq more or less
supported Nico den Tuinder's

comments about Bangladeshis.
Let me tell Mr Hug, first, that

unfortunately. the Whites will
and can tolerate criticism from
Whites only, if any coloured
person criticises them, in-
stantly they may be replied
back "if you do not like it here,
go home". | am all for criticism
but it should be constructive.

I am astonished by Nico's
criticism of chewing betel leafl;
do not they chew gum? Nose
picking? Don't tell me Nico,
that in the West they do not at
all pick nose. One of my col-
leagues, in England, not only
picked her nose but she did
more of it.

It s pure personal hygiene

‘to use water in the toilet. Of
- late, in the West, the idea has

been picked up from the East.
In France and in Germany
people started using 'Bidet’,
lately England has also fol-
lowed suit. Not everything is
bad here!

As regards scratching the
private parts, what Nico has to
say about girls waiting at the
windows ex in certain
streets of Amsterdam and

These are (i)

'BNP is Not Sincere about Resolving the Crisis’

MHW
that system. and not

any siop-gap arrangement.

ity in the couniry, _lnllilll'n'

government and the ruling
party should have
this demand. 1 would have
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tion of Corazon Aquino is a
election that was held by
Marcos? In Sri Lanka, a party
in power for 17 years was
ousted through an election
held by that same government.
In both instances there were
no caretaker system.

SH: What did Marcos do?

"He cheated in the elections

and declared himself elected.
It was the peoples’ movement
that ousted him.

DS: But he could not make
the people accept that verdict, -
because there were indepen-
dent poll watchers. These
people protected the ballot
Commission in holding the
count in public. Through pub-

lic monitoring and uﬂtmﬂ
they spoilt Marcos désign to

_manipulate the résults.

SH: Marcos did not go be-
cause of the elections. He was
removed through meuﬁuﬁ
of the people. And about
Lanka, their election system is
totally different from ours. So
you cannot give that example.
WIES Thank you for your

South-South research informa-
tion sharing (at national, sub-
regional and regional levels),
(ii} research capacity building
and utilization.

In this context, SAFER pre-
pared a South Asian sub-re-
gional project proposal for
carrying out the activities
identified by SERI within and
across the regions and submit-
ted it to SERI. A consolidated
project proposal developed by
SERI will be to the
donor agencies for funding.
When funds are available,
SAFER based in BAFED office
in Dhaka will start educational
research network activities
which will establish linkage u{
South Asia, for the first time,
with other existing networks
of the Southern hemisphere.

The . writer is Professor,
IER. Dhaka University
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some other European cities!
Yes, Bangladeshis do have

'bad habits, not one or two but

many; they are just personal
habits, nothing to do with civi-
lization or culfure of
Bangladesh.

The evening scenes in the
pubs of Europe are not that
pleasant. become mest
‘uncivilized’ after their drinks
and that is a daily oceurrence.

My dear Nico, whatever you
wrote in your article, | take it
you did so without any malice.

As to eating with fingers —
you do not eat chips and het
dogs with fork and spoon, — at'
least we clean our hands be-
fore and after using the fin-
gers.

It is a pity Nico visited
Dhaka when it became over-
populated, food became scarce
and adulterated which aflected
the health, in general, which
created 'gacok’ and spitting all
over the place,

Iftiichar Rasul



