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Insecurity haunts 85

families at Elyseum

By Nazmul Ashraf

Some regretted. some said
no and othérs just wakked
AWEY

This is what had happened
at the Elvseum government
resi house when The Daily Star
correspondent recently ap-
proached several residents to
comiment on the situation pre-
vailing there

They all remained tight
lipped and were unwilling to
talk to the joumnalists after last
Wednesday s murder
of a schoolbey Ishtiaq Ahmed
Isha at the sixth floor of the
nine-storted building. :

A sense of insecurity haun-
ted the members of the 85
tamilies living at the bui]ding
even six days after the killing.

Panic-stricken residents of
the building were now extra
cautious about allowing in any
unknowngsisitors.

Despiteé stepped up security
measures at the entrance, the
residents were verifying iden-
tities of thg. visitors before
opening their doors. security
personne] told The Daily Star.

Authorities have meantime
reinforced security measures
by employing two more guards
to control visitors, caretaker of
the building Golam Hossain
sald, adding that the visitors'
record book was being strictly
maintained since the October
19 murder.

Besides. he said. a schedule
for visiting hours was intro-

l'he E h.r-:eum government rest hnuse in the city's busy -

Hatkhola Road.

Gas price reduced

. Mahbub Jamil,
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clectricity and 90 per cent of
's huel requirement is met by

'he energy minister said
he government has received
22 uffers for installing power
generation singe the sector
vas opened to the private
SECTOr ,

Explaining the delay in
raking decisions on the offers,
he said most of them lacked
-omprehensive proposals. The
ntending Flrms have been

1sked to put Spet‘iﬁt‘ propos-
Is. he added.

Moreover., the minister
saicd. the government was also
perplexed in determining the
tarifl of the electricity to be
produced by the private
+tors when the PDB was selling
it subsidised rates. "The pri-
vate sector will paturally seek
profit.”

‘We are, therefore, thinking
nf first corporatisation of the
power generation sector and
*hen comumercialisation to off-
sel burden on the consumers,”
he said.

Raising serious complaints
ibout erratic power supply in
their plants, members of the
FICCT cautioned that the phe-
nomenon could turn out to be
1 foremost barrier in Foreign
Direct Investment in the coun-
Iy,

"UUnless there is marked
improvement towards uninter-
rupted power supply, specially
to the industrial units, the
much seught-after foreign in-
vestment will shy away and the
existing investors will be left
with very little alternative, but
to think of withdrawing their
capital from the country,” said

gener-

—Star photo

the FICCI
President.

While assuring the com-
plaining entrepreneurs of tHe
government's 'utmost sincer-
ity’ to ensure uninterrupted
power to the industrial units,
the minister said that gap be-
tween the demand and genera-
tion was fast widening with the
new generation plan facing se-
vere fund crisis.

Freezing that fund by the
multilateral donors, including
the World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank. to the
power sector in view of high
rated 'systemi loss' has further
hurdencd the sector, he
added.

He cautioned that the
power sector would require
2.5 billion US dollars of in-
vestment to meet its electric-
ity needs of 3983 megawatt in
2000 AD. "We now badly need
investment to double our gen-
eration capacity
said.

The country's current gen-
eration capacity is 1900 MW,
The demand is projected to
increase to 2721 MW by next
two years, leaving a chance of
significant shortfall in produc-

tion in the coming years.

As an interim measure, Dr
Hossain cdlled for load man-
agement and requested. the
industries to try to restrain
from using electricity during
the peak hours, from 6 pm to
10 pm. He also suggested that
the cbommercial establish-
ments close shutters by 6 pm.

The minister further sug-
gested clyster industrialisation
instead of setting up of indus-
tries in isolation.

the minister

CU Chhatra Dal

begins strike

CHITTAGONG, Oct 25: The
Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
has called for an indéfinite
strike in the Chittagong Uni-
versily from today to protest
assault on the party activists by
the Islami Chhatra Shibir,
reports LINB.

The JCD alleged that thc
Shibir activists had attacked
some of their partymen on the
campus on Monday night and
forced them out of dormito-
ries,

They said that they will
continue the strike until the
culprits are brought to book.

The campus sources said.
JCD activists had locked the
main gate of the university
Monday night and also put up
barricades on the approach
road to the campus this
morung.

Meanwhile, the E'-hihlr has

called for strike at the

Chittagong University ln:m:r
oW

LJC session
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and low quality jute, is pro-
gramme has ushered in new
hopes in numerous jute grow-
ers in our country.” he told the
dﬂﬂgﬂtﬂ. g

Produetion. of pulp and pa-

per from green jute, Shah said,
would help minimise the pres-
sure on limited forest re-
sources and maintain ecologi-

cal balance.
In order to expand the bulk

use of jute, research and de-

velopment  programmes on

jute geo-textiles and jute com-

posites must be carried for-
ward, hé said. adding large-

scale comprehensive pro-
grammes on jute geo-textiles
and jute composites need to be
undertaken. if. any global im-

is to be created.
Repregentatives from five

exporting countries and 22
importing countries, ob-
servers, international agencies
and trade houses are partici-

in the session of the

-mak body of
mmpﬂﬂq’ ing body

duced on Sunday. According to
the schedule, the hours have
been fixed from 6 am to 8 am
and from 8 pm te 0 pm.
Visits have been prohibited
during 8 am-2 pm when the
guardians of the (amilies usu-
ally remain out of doors.

The measure has been iIn-
troduced in consultation with
the allottees — all government
officials. The notice hung on
the collapsible gate says that
during the banned howurs. a
visitor may be allowed to enter
the building accompanied by a
security personnel upto the
room he/she intends to visit.

In all cases, a visitor must
put en the register his/her
name, the time of entrance
and exit, the resident and his
flat number he/she wants to
viait. -

A caretaker, five acruﬂtr

guards and as many sweepers

are emniployed by the govern-
ment to look after the rest

heuse-turned government staff
quarter situated at 11 Hatkhola
Road near 1fie city’s busy Moti-
jheel area and ‘the Banga:
bhabar.

* "We are supposed to look
after the government property
and supervise entry or exit of
belongings of any house”, Go-
lam Hossain said.

A security guard, on condi-
tion of anonymity, told this

correspondent that the visi-

tors' register could not be
maintained earlier due to non-
cooperation of the residents.
The caretaker of the Ely-
seum building was absent from
his office on the day Isha was
killed because he had to look

" after two other government
- circuit houses in the New

Bailey Road, one source said.

Although built as a hotel by
a private entrepreneur, Mus-
lim League politician Kazi
Abdul Kader, the ment
took over the Elyseum
after the liberation of the
country in 1971 as an aban-
doned property and has been
using it as a rest house for the
government officials since
then.

In view of the acute ac-
commodation crisis in the city,
junior civil servants were

 usually allotted the small flats

of one and two rooms.

The Public Works Depart-
ment maintains the building.
There is no auditorium, co-
mmonroom, library or other
amenities for the 85 families
living here. An association
formed by the residents run a
kindergarten school for their -
small children in the ground
floor. .

UK minister
. resigns

LONDON, Oct 25: Junior
Minister Neil Hgmilton today
resigned from the govern-
ment, Prime Minister John
Majur told the House of Com-

s, reports AFP.

H.a.'I'III'I'I'.Gﬂ had been accused
of submitting questions to
Parliament on behalf of Mo-
hammed al-Fayed, the Egyp-
tian owner of London's Har-
rods Department Store, who
allegedly offeredl Hamilton a
week's holiday in his Ritz
Hotel in Paris in 1987.

17 injured in
- Sirajganj clash

17 people were injured in a

| clash between two rival groups

of students at Dhanbandi in the
town today, reports UNB.

The clash between the sup-
porters of the Sirajganj Islamia
Government College GS
Shamim and AGS Arif Hossain
erupted reportedly following a
dispute over sharing of Tk
6.000 earned from an opera or-
ganised by them.

Two ol the injured - GS

— were admitted to the General
Hospital with stab injuries. The

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD).
A case was filed with th.: lo-
cal police.

Road blockade
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Dhaka College students in
stopping the traffic movement
on Mirpur Road.

The students from these
colleges came to the Dhaka
College to participate in the
Bangladesh College Students!
Association (BCSA)'s Dhaka
Edycation Board gherao pro-
gramme demanding reduction
of the'price of paper.

Police intercepted the pro-
cession of the students near

Market. : ;

. The students demanded
punishment of the persons re-
sponsible for the killing of
Mustafiz

‘nounced a series of agitation
programmes to realise their
demand for reduction of the
price of paper. As part of the
programmes, the BCSA will
observe a strike in allycolleges
across the country on
November 10.

The students also held a
rally near the overbridge
which was addressed by,

Riazuddin 'Ahmed, Emdad
Amir Khan. The Dhanmondi
police said no untoward inei-
dent occurred during the agi-

| tation of the students.

Prime Mimster Begum Khaleda Zia addressing a public meeting at the Hatgopalpur High

School ground in Jhenidah yesterday

Constitution : Khaleda
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father's profession.

Begum Zia said some day
not only the children of the
rich. those of the labourers.
farmers and rickshawpullers,
too, would become doctors.
engineers and heads of govern-
ment. She listed her govern
ment s free primary education.
food-for-education. free educa
tion and stipend programmes
for girl students — all aimed at
achieving that avowed goal.

She told the crowd that the
country was now witnessing
two contrary trends in politics
— one for development and the
other for destruction.

While the government party
is relentlessly working for the
development of the country,
the Opposition has been in-
dulging in the politics of de-
struction, she said and called
upon the people to reject the
politics of anarchy and rally
under the banner of the BNP
for changing the lot of the
commonman.

In a rebuttal to the Opposi-
tion positions and criticism of
her government. the BNP
chairperson said they were
coming up with variégated is-
sues to cover up their failures
and follies and also to turn the
wheel of development back-
ward. -

"The post-Liberation gov-
ernment and the autocratic
regime had lootéd the people's

- wealth and rendered the coun-

try a bottomless basket.” she
said in a veiled reference to
the Awami League and Jatiya
Party regimes,

She satd only the BNP had
twice succeeded in removing
the stigma of the country be-
ing an international basket
case always in the grip of

lamines. The BNP, she said.
had ensured food and clothing
for the people.

The Prime Minister said
the poverty level was declin-
ing, per capita income increas-
ing and the villages were de-
veloping as a result of the pro-
grammes taken up by thg pre-
sent government,

She said it is not possible
for the government to provide
jobs to everyone and called
upon the youths to go for self-
employment activities by
availing of the opportunities
provided by the government,

Referring to the local prob-
lems put forward by the MPs
from the areas, Begum Zia said
people like the BNP because it
fulfils its pledges and does not
belteve in the politics of hoax.

The Prime Minister assured
them of looking into all prob-
lems and made it clear that it
was not possible to solve all
the problems in a day because
of resource constraints. All
problems would be solved in
phases,she assured.

Begum Zia said the govern-
ment was carrying on devel-
opment activities with the
country's own resources, not
just depending on foreign aid.

Jhenidah Awami League
leader Shohrab Hossain along
with some 500 leaders and
workers formally joined the
BNP at the

Begum Zia distributed some
chicken and cattle among the
distressed people of Jhenidah
Sadar thana.

Earlier, the Prime Minister
laid the foundation stone of the
rural nurses’' training centre at
the Harinakunda health com-
plex premises.

_ — PID photo

Non-gazetted govt
employees observe

5-hr strike
By Staff Correspondent

Non-gazetied government
employees observed a five-hour
work stoppage for the second
day yesterday, as per their
programme to press home
their 14-point demand which
includes pay rise.

Bangladesh Government
Employees Coordination Coun-
cil and Bangladesh Govern-
ment Employees Solidarity
Council had jointly called the
strike.

The non-gazetted employ-

ees also held a demonstration
in the Secretariat premises

yesterday.

Leaders of the two councils
have called a grand rally in
front of the Jatiya Press Club
on November B, from where
they would announce their
new programmes.

150 hurt as N'ganj
BNP workers clash

NARAYANGANJ., Oct 25:
Some 150 people were injured
in a series of clashes between
two rival groups in the town
since ,Monday night, police and
witnesses said, reports UNB.

A fight Monday night be-
tween Joseph and Hassan
groups, said to be two factions
of the local unit of the BNP, in

Tanbazar and its adjoining ar- -

eas left about 100 injured.
Witnesses said last night's
clash erupted when the sup-
porters of the Hassan group al-
legedly stormed the local BNF
office while a ruling party MP
was in a meeting at about 8 pm.
The MP was trying to mediate
peace between the two feuding

groups.

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 25: At 'least .

Shamim and Habibur Rahman

rivals reportedly belong to the .

Snma Dwﬂanayake, W‘ldﬂw of Sn Lankaa assassinated nppnmtmn presidential candldate
Gamini Dissanayake looks on as her son, Navin (L) places flowers on the slain politician's

remains yesterday in Colombo. Dissanayake was slaih Monday.

— AFP photo

| Sir Nintan this" mlerning,

DHAKA WEDNESDAY,

OCTOBER 26, 1994

PLO-Israel talks end

CAIRO Oct 25 The PLO and Israel ehded a fourth round of

lalks on Palestinian rlections ‘oday. unable 10 reach agree-
men! on an electoral couneil, saying they would try again next
weelk . (" hief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat said his deie-

gation gave the lsraelis a paper outlining their ideas on the
set-up o the council in response to over 30 guery points he
sald the [sraelis submitted reportf) Reuter

3 Gulf states lift ban
on flights to India

(MIBAI

troduced

Oct 25 The Gulf statep of Qatar,
Linited Arab Emirates today lifted a ban on figh

Kuwait and the
ts to India in

after last month s outbreak of plague in India.

Officlals in the three countries said the han was lifted because
the plague was now under control reports Reuter

Talks break down
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tions of this second round of

negotiations were to have been
put forward to the respective
leacders — Begum Khaleda Zia
and Sheikh Hasina

" But at yesterday's meeting,
the Opposition tearn insisted
the BNP make a commitment

1 conceding to the demand for a

caretaker government.
" Even duringotsr talks with
the

| Opposition agreed to move on to
| the second phase of talks after

o

the end of the present round

" We reminded them about
their commitment this moming
but at one stage they decided to
walk out. However. our doors
remain open for a search for a
pracfical. honorable solution to
the crisis.” Khandaker Delwar

First party-based
polls in Pakistan’s

northern areas

ISLAMABAD, Oct 25: People
queued early at polling stations
in Pakistan s northern areas on
Tuesday to vote in the remote
region's first party-based elec-
tions, officials said.

There is great enthusiasm
among the people's who lined
up early in the morning out*
side the polling booths to cast
their votes. Muhammad Yousal,
ann official at the Deputy
Commissioner's office in Gilgit,
capital of the mountainous
northern areas, told Reuters by
telephone.

Voters will elect 24 mem-
bers of a 26-member council.
Two women will be appointed
later by the government-ap-
pointed chief executive of the
northern areas. a region whose
' precise status has yet to b:;lc-
fined.

Previously only indepén-
dents. not party members,
were allowed to run for elec-
Lt

| killed, 15 hurt
‘1in Sylhet

road mishap

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Oct 25: A rick-
shawpuller was killed and 15
ethers were injured in a road
accident on Sylhet-Sunamgan|
road yesterday. :

The victim Shaheb Ali 17.
was crushed by a speeding
minibus which overturned into
a roadside ditch following the
accident near Dabor bridge. He
died on the spot. the driver and
helpers made good thejr escape.

B Sunamganj police seized the

minibus.

The injured were adrnittcd to
the Sylhet. MAG Osmany
Medical College Hospital and
Sunamganj Sadar Hospital.

MC College

Another report says, the
Student of MC College, Sylhet
brought out a procession in the
town to press for immediate in-
troduction of honours courses
in 15 subjects in the university
college. They also handed over a
memorandum addressed to the
Education* Minister to the
Deputy Commissioner.

A meeting was also held at
the premises of DC's office with
AKM Shahedur Rahmﬂn in th!:
chair.

Hra.n'wm . talking to this
correspondent last night,

sources in the Opposition camp
said the Opposition deciston to

insist on a pledge by the ruling
party yesterday to accept the
demand for an interirn adminis-

tration was taken at a hurriedly
called meeting at the Sangsad

Bhaban office of the Leader of
the Opposition yesterday after-

oo

They said Sheikh Hasina,
who presided over the meeting
insisted that the government
should make the concession be-
foré the proposed second round
of talks

The sources added that two
non- Awami League MPs ' at-
tending the meeting had op-
posed the idea of pressing for
the BNF's commitment so early
in the dialogue process.

The Opposition leaders are
to sit today to plan their next
course of action, sources said.

Commonwealth Secretary
General Chief Emeka Anya-
ouku's emis Sir Ninlan
Stephen could not be reached
for comments on the latest de-

m(tit;ie held
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Police said Siddique. during
interrogation. had confessed to
his guilt. He reporteglly admit-
ted that he had killed them
following a family feud.

The two minor girls and
their mother were murdered
on a boat in the Karnaphuli
river. The murderer then
threw the body of Feroza into
the river while the bodies of
the two girls were dumped
near the Kalurghat bﬂdge po-
lice added.

Khulna clash
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around 11 am. the district
administration enforced
Sectibn 144 banning the
assembly of four or more per-
sons to prevent any meetings,
processions or any kind -::nf po-
litical demonstration.

But the Shibir supporters,
in violation of the prohibitory
order, brought out processions
and attended a rally at the
Shantidham crossing in the
afternoon. Shibir leaders
Sheikh Qamrul Ahsan and
Abdul Wadud addressed the
rally.

Later, at a press conference
at the Khulna Press Club, they
called strike in all educatiorial
institutions of the country for
tomorrow. They will hold a
demonstration in front of the
Khulna Metropolitan Police of-
fice on October 29 and near

the DC's office on
November 1. )
Today's half-day hartal

paralysed city life as all sorts of
vehicles were off the roads and
traders kept their shops dhut.
Government and private of-
fices, financial houses and ed-
ucational institutions were
closed.

Extra police guards were
deployed in front of the
Shibir, Jamaat, JCD and BNP
offices.

Tension was prevailing in
the town with police and BDR
patrolling the city thorough-
fares.

the overbridge at the New

The students also an- -

among others Khalid Mahmud. '

Tough security for Clinton
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6,000 officers or the

Jerusalem stretch alone, in-
cluding 500 outside his hotet,
the King David,

The United States has flown
in two Blackhawk helicopters
for security surveillance, and
explosives detection

pers reported.

Hamas, a Muslim fundamen-
talist group, that claimed re-
sponsibility for three attacks in
Israel since*October 9 threat-
ened more attacks in a leaflet
published on Monday, and
vowed to retalitate if Israel
makes ‘' good on reported
threats to assassinate its key

. leaders. Another Hamas leaflet

circulated in the West Bank
denounced the Israel-Jordan
treaty.

Chnton is mn"nnu in wit-
ness the festive signuig of the
peace treaty bhefore 5,000
guestis at a desert border

crossing just north of the Red
Sea

In Amman, the appearance of
machineguns, security police
and soldiers at locations from
Parliament to the hotel where
part of the US delegation will
stay followed a warning on
Monday by King Hussein that

4 he would not tolerate violent

(1AF),

equip- -
. ment, army radio .and newspa-

. opposition.

The Islamic Action Front
the largest party in
Parliament, was prevented
from staging a sit-in in front of
Parliament to protest against
the peace treaty.

IAF spokesman Hamza
Mansour complained that the
contents of the treaty,
singed in front of Clinton near
the Port of Aqaba before his
arrival in Amman, have not
been shown to Jordanians.
Only part of the text has ap-
peared in Amman’s newspaper.

The gate to Parliament was
later opened for. members, in-
cluding the 16 IAF deputies
who plan to boycott Clinton's
address to Parliament on
Wednesday night.

Israell 'Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin today urged his
people to back Israel's peace
treaty with Jordan.

'Presentlng the treaty to the
Knesset for approval, Rabin

. hailled it as a major step to-

ward cementing the Jews
place in the Middle East, "a
fundamental and substantive
change in our very existence
here.

The right-wing Likud op-
position decided to support
the treaty.  later in the day.

to be
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