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Trying Luck the Lottery Way

by Lamis Hossain

"Win Tk 30 lakhs! For ten taka only you can
get 3,000,000 Taka" a loudspeaker blares an
offer you cannét refuse. Think of what you
could do with the money. it could buy you a

posh new apartment in thewcity or a couple of

sleek cars. You could even set up a business
and still have enough money left over to jet set
around the world.

Dreams flood in as soon as you finger the

multi-coloured National Sports Council lottery
ticket.* Even if you don't get the first prize, you
reason, there's always the second or the third.
And what the heck. you really wouldn't be that
disappointed to get the tenth prize — a return

of Tk 1,500.0n a Tk 10 investment. ,
' Unfortunately. you won't be the only
Dhakaite lost in reverie. "I sell around'a hun-
dred -tickets a day,” Mohammed Momim
Hossain claims, "In fact, around this time be-
fore the draw, the sales increase to around 250
tickets a day.”

Momim manages two lottery stalls in the
New Market area, as well as a few other shops.
Despite the fact that he remains cooped up in
a little tin ghar all day. the dream merchant
looks exceptionally well-groomed in his
squeaky clean white kurta. "l don't make much
profit with this stall though," he reveals, "Even
if | make Tk 1.000. a lot of it will go on rent-
ing equipment. The mike is Tk 100 a day. 1
sometimes keep a boy to mind the stall for Tk
100 more. | normally end up with a profit of
Tk 200 a day. My other shops make more
money. This is just away to spend time."

Sensing perhaps that he looks slightly
ridiculous speaking from a poster plastered
hen house, Momim gets out to continue the
conversation. "l don't think that there is one
good luck number when it comes to buying
tickets,” he says, "But some people do come
and ask for a specific number. Sometitaes Lthey
let you choose it, or they bring along their
-chiMren and ask them to take their pick."

Momim doesn’'t get many bulk buyers,
"People usually just take two to four tickets,
although | have had some people buy ten.’
Some Dhakaites religiously buy tickets every

whether it is wiser (o choose consecutive
numbers or pick from different packs.

Luck, however, does not point in the
Dhakaite's favour. "l don't believe in these
things." one man c¢omplains, "No one from
Dhaka ever seems to win. It's always someone
from some unknown little village." , Momim
agrees, "If someone from the capital won then
my ticket sales would increase. Even if you
don't know them, you might be encouraged’to
try again.'

Kalam, a driver, comments, "The real win-

ner is the National Sports Council. They give
yvou Tk 30 lakhs and they probably make more

than one crore." The Council's profit making,
thanks to national gambling, would at least be
forgivable il Bangladeshi sports teams ever
achieved anything to show for it. After all. the
lottery is just another tax on the poor — albeit
a voluntary one.

. It would also be fairer if the amnunt fnr the
first prize was decreased and the second and
third prizes, made more-attractive. Surely the
winner wouldn't be ungrateful if he got Tk 20
lakhs instead of 30 lakhs.

If the odds are so heavily stacked against
winning, why do people buy lottery tickets? "I
buy it for wishful thinking," explains a house-
wife, "It lets you hope that you might get your
future ambitions fulfilled.” Monir, a 12-year-old
loitering about, says he would use the prize
money to set up a stall. An older man sneers,
"A stall, heh? How much money do you think
that will take — how would you spend the
rest?”

Momim too has elaborate plans in case. he
receives the bounty. "First of all, I would do-
nate I lakh taka to the poor. Then I would
spend about Tk 4-5 lakhs on distributing food.
The rest 1 would invest in a business in Dhaka,
| won't go abroad,” he informs.

Ironically, the dream merchant himself
hasn't been very successful so far. "I kept 48
tickets for mysell before the first lottery. bui
rione of them matched up. Buying lcrttf:rj,r tick-
ets is a loss,” he admits ruefully.

Momim will nevertheless persevere in his
efforts to sell more tickets before the
November 6th draw. He knows that despite
the objective odds against winning, the
Dhakaites will fervently cling onto one hope.

Sylhet Bibhagh Andolon: The organisation will
accord a reception Lo National Professor Dewan Mohammad
Azraf ih observance of his 88th anniversary of birth Venue:
IPGMR auditorium, Shahbagh. Time 4 pm.

IUBAT: The international University of Business Agri-
culture and Technology (ITUBAT) will hold a certificate awar-
ding ceremony. Venue: Conference room of the Meteoro-
logical Department, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar. Time: 4:30 pm.

Women's Voluntary Association (WVA): in
observance of the 40th founding anniversary of WVA, the

association will hold a function. Venue: WVA auditorfum,
House-20, Road- 16, Dhanmondi. Time 4:30,

Seminar: The Bangladesh Institute. of Bank Management

(BIBM) will hold a seminar on 'restructuring rural banking'.
: 10 am. Chief guest: Stalc

Venue: BIBM seminar hall. Time:
Minister for Finance Mozibor Rahman.

Drama. Inaugural show of ‘Janani Bartaman' adapted from
Monoj Mitra's Alokanandar Putrakannya by the Nabadhara
Group. Poet Shamsur Rahman will inaugurate. Venue: Guide
House auditorium. Time: 6:30 pm.

Satyajit Ray RetrnsPﬁctive. Zahir Rathan Fm
Society will screen two films of Satyajit Ray — Sadgati (The
Deliverance) and Pikoo. Venue: Indian High Commission,
Dhanmondi. Time: 6 and 6:50 pm respectively.

Rotary Club of Ramna: The regular weekly meeting
of the club will be held. Vepue: Hotel Sonargaon.
Time: 5:30 pm,

UNAB Sympnsium: On the UN-declared Disar-
mament Week. Key-note speaker Prof M Moniruzzaman,
Department of Bangla. DU. Prof Kabir Chowdhury will preside.
Venue: Unied Nations Information Centre, House 25, Road
11 (New], Dhanmondi. Time: 5 pm. .

Rﬂt Club of Dhaka. The regular weekly rn:et;lng
will he held. Venue: Sheraton Hotel. Time: 5:30 pm.

Discusamn on Sher-e- ! Sher-e-Bangla Jati-
ya Smriti Pathagar and Nazrul Jatiyva Smriti Sangsad and
Bangladesh Jatiya Sahitya Sangsad have arranged a discussion

" and a milad on the occasion of his 121st birth anniversary.

Chief guest: Barrister Syed Ishtiaq. Justice Sultan Hossain
Khan will inaugurate. Venue: Gareside of the late leader.
Time: 4 pm.

Film Show: a Bengali film titled in English 'Counter
Image' — based on a porfrait of eminent film maker Alamgir
Kabir will be screened. Director: Kawsar Chowdhury. Venue:
GCC auditorium. Time 5:30pm.

Musical soiree: kanika Bandapadhya. a noted Indian
artiste on Tagore songs, will perform in a musical soiree.
Venue: Shilpakala Academy auditorium. Time:-6 pm.

Communist Party of esh: The party will
hold a memeorial meeting on elderly Communist leader Barin
Datta. Venue: Central office of the party at 2/1. Purana Pallan.
Time: 5 pin.

Dry weather forecasted

Dry weather is likely to prevail across the country with
partly cloudy sky over the coastal regions during the next 12

hr.:nurs till 6 pm today. reports UNB.

The Met office said day temperature may remain nearly
unchanged throughout the country during the period.

Countrv's highest temperature was recorded 23.2 degree
Celsius in Bogra and the lowest 18.3 degrees in Dinajpur.

The sun sets today at 524 pm and rises tomorrow
(Wednesday) at 6.01 am.

deaths of Wali,
Sharafuddin

Sheikh Hasina expressed
deep shock and sorrow at the
sudden demise of Awami
League leader and former MP
Dr Wali Ahmed. reports UNB.

The Leader of the
Opposition and Awami League
chiefl said in a condolence
message that with the death of
Ahmed who was also a valiant
[reedom fighter. her party lost
a close associate of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and a devoted activist.

She prayed for the salvation
of departed soul and expressed
sympathy for the bereaved
family. '

In another condolence
message, Hasina expressed
shock at the death of
Sharafuddin Khan, the-elder
brother of Ataur Rahman Khan,
president of the UK unit of
Awami League, and a social
worker.

Meanwhile, teachers of
Willes Little Flower School at a
meeting yesterday condoled
the death of Dr Wali Ahmed,
father of Molhammad Shah
Alam, Headmaster of the
School.

The meeting presided over
by school committee chairman
Syed Md Hedayetul Islam was
addressed by Syed Shawkal
Anwar, Sayedur Rahman Sayed,
Assistant Headmistress Salma
Rahman, Nurun-Nahar Chow-
dhury and other teachers of
the school.

Hasina condoles |

PADMA TEXTILE MILLS LTD.

17 DHANMONDI R/A, ROAD NO. 2, DHAKA-1205

NOTICE OF BOOK CLOSURE TO THE SHAREHOLDERS

Dated

The valued shareholders of the Company are hereby informed that the Share
Transfer Register of the Company will remain closed on 16th and 17th
November, 1994 in order to facilitate Right Share offer to the Shareholders.

The Right Shares will be offered on 7 for 20 basis at Tk. 350/- per share
(i.e. at a premium of Tk. 250/- per share of Tk. 100/- each) to the
Shareholders whose names appear in the Share Register of the Company at
close of business on 15th November, 1994. The offer for exercising the
rights alongwith other details will be communicated to valued
Shareholders by mail/courier on 17th November, 1994,

- 25th October, 1994

7mwﬁm@:1 o
=1/, BTt |
IR RS waoiq el

50aTR, Wfing (FRTYCNE), , e, firm Bfimen
TR, S, Y ( aere), TePT), T (20
g 48l (Frtrar) @ w2y mad s fiteme m
M e ngts et & g arerr A3t
mmﬂﬂwwmlﬁﬁaﬁtm
FyemR ey e suare® e sufien Srgfve s Em
mm,mmmmmmm,
3, WER NCED, IRANLI, G @ HfHR @ eerrATER Frfiery
T2S M 00 (P91 42 =% B (WrwaEi) ewR S
0%-35-38%/5¥-09-380) A Ty »fy wfex serardtis iy
WAl TH® Feae 9 U

3 | Waem Tuhim AMAE o aum FIe ofiver (Rve), fefesee
O 7 SR 2R YR Bord 3% (ST TEIe) TR WA
TR @ @R vIFgs 1 IER VYIS (1-WER @ VO
aifam #fare ¥

o AT 03-35-38%2/3v-09-380) T TRy «fm B
seraa Faw ferena swen of a4 o8 |

8 | fAm TrwaeIdz Aerd gy AR e gD FTfmcy ofw
Ber M @ @F forem & WAl 00-35-58%1/35-09-380)
FNe TN FIW Yo.00 ¥HF ZWE 572 33.00 W «fa 52w
wifws 3 T8 | B fGm (3 33 90 WhEm waem @TenAs
Bofifore (uf o Befis wa) Fom Ber T3 o 202
¢ | GFE TS ¥ T @@ fErom wd wgvE w0 @
748 5,000 m:’ﬁtﬂaﬂwwﬂﬁmﬁniﬁwﬂﬁtﬁ
b | oe wEe e FLorwa e sl fefare avR = <¥re

q | (¥R FRY TATH WO FEo™ @ (FW 7 FeA @ Afew
AW FAG] AT I |

au, =fegare

O Y=

By Order of the Board

Sd/-
M. A. Qasem
Director

Tanvir censures
Censor Board's

month funtil the draw. It is also open to debate  "Jodl laiga jai (if it strikes the number)".

decision
By Staff Correspondent

Noted filmmaker Tanvir
Mokammel in a press release
vesterday strongly condemned
the Bangladesh Film Censor
Board's decision for not giving
certificate to his new f[ilm —
Nadir Nam Madhumati.

The release of the film.
based on the theme of the
Liberation War, was barred for
certain of its sequences and
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