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Incurable pessimnism appears to be a national
characteristic_in Bangladesh. People complain
almost about everything — from the road traffic
to the insolence of servants. Almost every con-
versation contains some disparaging remarks
about the state of the country or its people,
Critictsm of the status quo has always played an
impportant role in most societies, but the grie-
vances aired in everyday social intercourse are
not positive criticisms. It is bitter cynicism
mixed with disillusionment. The notion that

the West is best seems to underly this deep .

dissatisfaction that people feel. But is this belief
justified?

People in Dhaka speak of buildings that have
tilted to dangerous degrees. because they were
built without the proper foundations, with de-
spair in their voices as if substandard building
work were unique to Bangladesh. But those
who know will confirm that London has wit-
nessed the dereliction of whole towerblocks in
the inner cities, built in the sixties with struc-

tural faults and cheap materials. Some of these
buildings are
known 1o
have collapse.
altogether. In
sOome cases
only one or
two flats out
of a whole
block have
been occu-
pied usually

by the poor- . . _ _

est in society, mostly elderl}r penple living on
their own.

Complaints about the service sector abound.
For example, car mechanics here are looking

for a chance to cheat the customer by replacing

a whole headlight when all that was required
was a new cover. But mechanics are the same
the world over. In England if a clutch needs ad-
justing they will put in a wholg new gearbox
and change all the tyres if you're not careful,
assuring you that it was absolutely necessary.

As for the complaint against corruption. it is
not unheard of even in the  capitals of the

cradles of democracy. Some in the states com-

plain there is not much to choose between the
CIA and the Mafla. Remember Watergate and
Irangate, maybe, Iraqgate is shortly to follow,
or perhaps Haitigate! No doubt, the US govern-
ment is free to do as it pleases and it does. On
the subject of corruption in Britain suffice it to
say that those scandals ‘which are uncovered
and reported in the media are the tip of the
iceberg and that the Official Secrets Act can
have no place in a true democracy. There's no
denying that politics by its very nature requires
compromising one's principles to a great ex-
tent and thus corruption is always a possibility.
Maybe, in Bangladesh it is accepted as almost
inevitable and dealt with openly, in the West
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there is hypocrisy and smugness. Compared
with Washington. or London's corruption and
crime records, Dhaka's is very naive — to say
the least.

Of course, there are many problems here
such as poverty and suffering on a scale unseen
in the West since the last century. But those
who protest the loudest are not peor. They live
in houses kept spotlessly clean by servants who
also cook and look after their children for
them, {unheard of in the West unless you are
very wealthy), and so are in a position to do
something about the numerous grievances they
have about their country. Those they complain
about — usually the uneducated masses — are
not in such a position. They are stuck in a sys-
tem not always of their own making. powerless
and talked down to by their 'superiors’, and
trying to survive in a hostile world where even
the innocencesof childhood is a luxury,

The first step towards sell-improvement is
to be positive. Jingoism must not be condoned,
but is there something wrong with *taking a

little pride in
your own
country and
city? And
perhaps even
occasionally

noticing the
good things
about life
here? The
-irony of the
matter is that

while people here believe that life in the West

is something to aspire lor. in the West people
are realising that something has been lost that
the East still possesses, Ancient and unigue
cultures are still valued, artisanship and craft-
smanship are still widespread, the utmost hos-
pitality is offered by rich and poor alike, there

is importance placed on the family and the eld#

erly are respected and looked after. Most im-
portantly, technology and mass consumerism
have not yet replaced God as idols to worship
blindly. And television has not yet become the
opium of the masses.

However there are causeés to be wary. It is_

better to make the most of what is left because
it's changing® all too rapidly. Those who visit
from the West are often quite disturbed to see
the extent of cultural imposition, done quite
unnaturally, on the East. In the face of such glo-
bal conformation, as we are witnessing today,

defeatism and pessimism are killers of cul-
tures. It is all too easy to yield to the new impe-
rialism. 1t has been designed to be too easy. to
appeal to the most basic instincts for comlort
and security through material possessions. But
a strong end affirmative vision is required for
the future. Don't be a party te the murder of
your own culture. *

mul Huda yesterday urged the
lotal level BNP leaders and
workers (o make the party
stronger by gearing up organi-
sational activities, reports BSS.

The Information Minister
was speaking as chief guest at
the extended meeting of Dohar
Thana BNP at the Thana
Complex auditorium.

Giving a resume of various
development activities In
Dohar thana during the last
three years and a half, the
Information Minister said the
people have been participating
in the socio-economic devel-
opment programmes sponta-
neously. This is the politics of
our nationalist government, he
added.

In this connection he
pointed out that many leaders
and workers have joined BNP
from other parties because of
its politics of development and
production. He called upon all
to work unitedly for the devel
aspment of their area

Referring to the on-going
. dialogue, he said ft was being
held in a cordial atmosphere
to resoclve the pelitical stale-
mate

Later the Information Mi-
nister saw the L of

Abul Hasan Chowdhury, MP, international affairs secretary,
Bangladesh Awami League, is seen with Gareth Evans QC,
the foreign minister of Australia. Chowdhury called on Evans
during his recent visit to Australia,

JS body on
Social Welfare

Ministry meets

The 26th meeting of the
parliamentary standing com
mittee on the Ministry of
Social Welfare was held yes-
terday at the Sangsad Bhaban
with State Minister for Social
Welfare Fazlur Rahman in the
chair. reports BSS

Workshop on mime
begins today
A 16-day workshop for
mime artistes begins in the
city today, says a press release.
The workshop, organised by
the Shilpakala Academy. will
be copducted by noted mime
artiste Jhon. .
Interested performers have
been requested to face a for-
mal trial session at the

academy auditorium at 10 am
today

the local Joypara College
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M.V. BANGLAR BAANI (VOY-NO. 54-0W) |

The above vessel will load Cargo

for East African ports as per following ’

tentative loading schedule in place of M.V. Banglar Doot declared earlier:

hittagong
Mongla

EIA

28.10.94
(13.11 .94

ETD
(2.11.94
100.11.94

All valued shuppers/buyers/patrons are requested to extend support to Bangladesh

ipping Corporation by offering timely booking /nomination in favour of above }

vessel

For space booking and any other information please contact in the following '

address

DHAKA

28/ 1, Toyenbee Circular Road
Motijheel Commercial Area

Dhaka-1000

Phone : 250430, 258378 &
251455
632204 & 642231
(2 -863950

BSC B

BSC Bhaban
'::'}aftguia Road
Chittagong
WIF7N) &
1288

"‘"FETT. J‘-J--.::;E ]

['!"u’ i

& ARI59 BSC B

{()31-22550)6

KDA Building (2nd Floor)
[ .ower Jessore Road
Khuina
Phone 22326, 21142 &
23702

»33327 BSC Bl

(41-22643

[elex
Fax NoO
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Half of rural households to
get sanitation facilities

The government will bring
50 per cent of the total rural
households under sanitation
coverage by June next. Taka 50
crore will be allocated to sup-
port setting up of 25 lakh sani-
tary latrines in as many houses
by the time, reports BSS.

This was dﬂcided at a high-
powered inter-ministerial
meeting held at the NEC
Bhahan vyesterday. Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman was
in the chair. State Minister for
Planning Dr A Moyeen Khan
also spoke on the occasion.

So far 35 per cent of the
rural areas have been brought
under the sanitation coverage.
As per decision of the meet-
ing, the government would
provide Tk. 200 to each per-
son who will set up one sani-
tary latrine under the
‘accelerated sanitation exten-
sion support programme of
the government.

Each latrine costs Tk 500
only.

The finance minister di-
rected the authorities con-
cerpned to set up at least two

sanitary latrines in each

Discussion on

lexicon revision

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangla Academy organ-
ised a meeting of teachers of
different schools and colleges
in the city to discuss the
academy-published "Bengalee-
English Dictionary” at its sem-
inar room yesterday afternoon.

Academy Director General
Prof. Harun-ur-Rashid, speak-
ing on the occasion stressed
the need for a revision of the
dictionary, already published
in the country, to make it a
compendium for the teachers.
students and other concerned.

Apart from an emphasise on
the reviston of the lexicon,
Prof Harun praised the diec-
tionary for its exeptional qual-
ity of containing words of
most common use. It also con-
tained graphics and' rules of
usage, he said.

The teachers assured the
DG of their cooperation in this
regard.

Dutch envoy
meets Zahir

The Netherlands Ambassa-
dor to Bangladesh, Robert A
Vornis, called on Industries
Minister AM Zahiruddin Khan
at his office in the city
yesterday. reports BSS.

During the meeting, they
discussed the issue setting up
of "joint wventure project in
Bangladesh on the basis of mu-
tual benefits of two countries
particularly in the fleld of
chemical, paper. machinery
and shipyard sectors.

Obituary

CHITTAGONG, Oct 23
Ismat Ara Niti. Associate Pro-
fessor of Hajt Mohammad Moh
sin College. Chittagong, died
here last night. She was 47,
reports BSS

She left behind two sons. a
daughter, husband. and meo-
ther

Qulkhwani of the deceased
will be held at her residence at
|44 /85, Chattershwari Road
on October 26
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school, madrashas and one in
each mosque.

He said members of the po-
lice force, Amsar, VDP. scouts
would also be given govern-
ment support if they wish to
set up sanitary latrines in their
village homes.

The finance minister said, if
needed, each of the 4.5 million

members of Ansars and VDP, -

one [akh members of the po-
lice force, as well as the NGOs
would be given government
support in phases in this re-
gard.

He siressed the intensive
motivational cainpaign through
social mobilisation to create
public awareness about the
need of the proper sanitation.

The finance minister said
money would not be a problem
for this social programme, and
the government had already
spent Tk. 110 crore to set up
18 lakh sanitary latrines in the
rural areas of the country. The

government has also plans to -

spend. Tk 200 crore more to
set up additional 30 lakh la-
trines by the year 2000, he
added.

It was informed in the
meeting that 25000 tonnes
human excreta are being de-
posited in the open everyday.
The death toll of children by
diarrhoea in the country is
262000 each year.

Representatives from min-
istries concerned, Asian Deve-
lopment Bank. UNICEF and.
NGOs attended the meeting.

Terry Fox Run
to raise funds
for cancer
patients Nov 4

Terry Fox Run, some kind
of walkathon, to raise funds for
cancer patients, will be held in
Bangladesh on November 4,
Jeports UNB.

This was disclosed by the
High Commissioner of Canada
in Bangladesh Jon J Scott
when he called on President
Abdur Rahman Biswas at
Bangabhaban vesterday.

Canadian ecommunity in
Bangladesh and Bangladesh
Cancer Society will jointly or-
ganise the Run, the High
Commissioner informed.

Terry Fox — a courageous
Canadian youth, had bone

cancer and he ran a marathon

race from end of Canada to
another end. He died of the
fatal disease but his dedication
sparked a world wide move-
ment since then. :
President Biswas appreci-
ated the initiative taken by the
Canadian community for rais-
ing funds to be used for cancer
research programme in this
country. He alsn recalled the
sacrifice of Terry Fox.
President Biswas, who is
also the Chief Patron of
Bangladesh Cancer Society.
emphasised on more intensive
research to fight cancer.

Secretary to President Ataul
Haq and the Military Secretary
to the President Major General
Ghulam Mowla were also pre-
sent on the occasion.

people.

. ciplined society cannot make
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Lawyers meet
Biswas

A delegation of the repre-
sentatives of Dhaka Metro-
politan Bar Association called
on President Abdur Rahman
Biswas at Bangabhaban yes
terday, reports UNB.

Qatari envoy
meets Mannfan

Atiqu Nasser Al-Bade;
Ambassador of the State of
Qatar to Bangladesh. made a
courtesy call on State Minister
for Civil Aviation and Tourism
Abdul Mannan at his office yes
terday. reports BSS. -

They discussed matters of
mulual interest and bilateral
relations between the two
- COUNntries '

Talking to the members of
the delegation, Preésident Bis-
was said the legal profession is
a profession of educated and
dignified people having the
responsibility of upholding the
rule of law and safeguarding
the rights and privileges of the

Best Wishes and
Happy Birthday

The President urged them
to further strengthen the op-
eration of rule of law for the
sake of justice and peace in
the society.

"Every citizen should be re-
spectful to law and discipline.”
he said, adding that an indis

economic progress.

He advised the younger
generation in the legal profes-
sion to study law seriously and
be fully equipped to defend the
cause of the clients and safe
guard their interests.

Earlier, in a memorandum,
the delegation sgught Presi-
dent’'s help for, among other

things. improvement of the
Bar Library. -
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IN THE COURT OF ARTHA RIN
ADALOT, BOGRA
CASE NO. 255/92 ARTHA RIN.

Plaintiff.

Rupali Bank Ltd.,
Jahangirabad
Cantonment
Branch,

Bogra.

-VS- Defendant

Md. Abdul Malek Sakidar
S/0. Late Rahis uddin Sakidar
Kalitolahat Bogra Town,

P. 0., P. S. & Dist. Bogra

Prop. of M/S. Maya Traders
Coloney. Sherpur, Road.Bogra
at present Vill. Majhbari,

P.O. Hatfulbari, P.S
Sahiakandi, Dist. Bogra.

That the plaintiff has filed the above noted
case against tHe defendant for realisation of
Tk. 6,80,804.30. That the defendant is
avoiding to receive the Summons and Notices
of the court. That the learned court has fixed
the case on 5.11.94. for appearance of the
defendants. That if the defendants fails to
appear on that date. The case will be taken up

for exparty disposal against him.
| By order of the Court
A KM, Mahbubur Rahman
Advocate and Legal Adviser,
Rupali Bank Itd., Bogra
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