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Dhaka repeats call for

Bangladesh on Thursday re-
iterated tts call to establish ny
clear free sones to supplement
the global objective of a nuclear
weapons free world, reports
RSS

Speaking at a UN meeting on
intermational security and dis-
irmament’ at the UN headquar-
ters in New York, Bangladesh
permanent representative to the
L'N. Ambassador Reaz Rahman
sar] Bangladesh had been. for
long, a cosponsor of resolutions
calling for the establishment of
nuclear weapons f(ree zone in
south Asia

Bangladesh. he said. fully
supports efforts aimed at elimi-
nating other categories ol mass
destruction also.

"We hope, said.” that the
themical weapbns convention
can come into force during the
next year and support the
strengthening of the biological
and toxie weapons elimination
convention with an effective
vertication systeni,

Bangladesh. he said. |is
coqmumitted  to the concept on
ind principle of nuclear wea-
sons free rones and also zones
inf "'H!'-:H"."

It 1s our view,” reiterated
Rahman, "That nuclear wea-
s free zones can supplement
¢lobal efforts towards this
ilttmate objective and we
weleome in this connection the
whvarnces that have been made
restablish such zones in Latin
unenca, as well as in Africa.” a
niessdge from New York said.

Hangladesh shares the view,
he saitd. that the successful
conchusion of a comprehensive
e8! ban treaty and an agree

it on nissile material cut-off

N-free South Asia

would have a favourable tmpact
on the Non Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) review conference.

Quoting UNDF's human de-
velopment report he said, "l
military spending continues to
decline at the very feasible rate
of three per cent a yvear. during
1995-2000, another 460 billion
dollars could be saved.

Ambassador Rahman said
Bangladesh supports a new
comprehensive and holistic ap-

h to security, disarma-

ment and development as is
warranted in the post Cold War
era.
There is a patent need. he
said, for an integrated approach
to the very basic issues of dis-
armament. security and devel-
opment.

Disarmament and security
goals which seemed distant

during the Cold War. he said,

are eminently achievable today.
The momentum and will to
move [orward* must not. how-

ever, be dissipated, he said.
adding,. history abounds with

instances of squandered oppor-
tunities that could only be re-
deemed at great cost.

Economy in the defence
sector. he said, would mean
more funds for social and de-
velopment sectors.

However, such a prescription
to be effective and realistic
should impose restrictions and
consiraints on arms exporting
countries as well, said that
Bangladesh ambassador.

The solution lies. he said. in
the adaptation and eventual
conversion of military spending
to civilian production to reflect
post Cold War realities and pri-
orities. :

BNP will take to streets
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si:ies. because of a change
workers realisation,” she
widing that the time will
vonne when the workers of the
ciiniry may come out on the
against hartals and
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She called upon the workers
v work relentlessly to boost
v oducdon in the mills and fac-
tonies for changing their own lot
assured them that no
vorker would be retrenched in

HETe :

he Prime Minister said her
covernment is working to
~stablish more industries to in-
¢ rease production and employ-
nent opportunity.

She said this government
ines niot believe in import-ort-

nfedd policy. it believes in ex-
ind asked the workers to
prodiice raw material. spinning
ind textile products in the
auntry to meet domestic de-
aricd and sell abroad.
At first we have to meet the
woal demand of textiles. then
we |l export our surplus.” she
~aitl adding, the demand of tex-
les is increasing day by day.
We will be ruined if we depend
1 raport. .

She said the Bangladeshi
warkers are very much skilled
ind capable and called upon all
' contribute their labour as a
varker to ensure development.

Begum Zia said her govern-
ment has undertaken steps to
make the jute industries a prof-
rable sector to met the increas-
g worldwide demand of jute
Joocds "Similarly we also want
« make our textile a profitable
e | think we could expedite
it development trend through
rextile industries”.

The Prime Minister told the
wrrkers it is not possible to run
‘extile industries through con-
tinuous loss and asked them to
recluce loss through increasing *
“reivnction.

She said there are huge de-
mands of our goods abroad, but
we could not supply due to
shortage of production. "Even,
we cannot produce to met our
nwr demand in textile”, she
added and called upon the
workers to work hard for
restoring past tradition in this
SeCLOr.

Al the function, the spinning
industry leaders raised various
problems of the textile sector
and urged the Prime Minister to
resolve their problems soon.

Begum Zia told them that a
committee headed by Textile
Minister and comprising work-
¢rs, leaders. owners from both
private and public sectors
would be formed for making
recommendations to resolve the
existing problems of textile sec-
tor and turn it into a profitable
OnE

She said the existing textile
mills in the country are not
enough and assured the work-

* Hasina
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She demanded that thana
administration should be run
by elected representative so
that rural people could be ben-
efiled. She also suggested a
strong village-based economic
irastructure.

("haired by Patuakhall
_ Lhstrict Awami League presi-
dent Advocate Shahjahan Mia,
it was addressed by Mohiuddin
Ahmad MP. Begum Sajeda
Chowdhury MP. Abdur Razzak
MP., Amir Hossain Amu and
Mozaffar Hossain Paltu.

Accompanied by party lead-
er5. Hasina visited some re-
mote areas of Bakerganj and
Debukhali and Dumki, Subi-
tkhali, Kharizzoma, Dasmina

and Miaganj today.

i
EERE

ers that there would be no re-
trenchment, rather more textile
mills would be set up to create
employment. "Our object is to
increase employment., not to
retrench the employed”.

The Prime Minister said the
politics of BNP government is to
increase production and ensure
melupmtnt. "BNP is a party

ich is always devoted to the
welfare of people and there is a
deep and harmonious relation-
ship between the people and the
BNP".

The conference was also ad-
dressed by BNP Secretary Ge-
neral and LGRD and Coope-
ratives Minister Abdus Salam
Talukder, Sramik Dal Vice
President and Fisheries and
Livestock Minister Abdullah al
Noman. State Minister flor
Textiles Abdul Mannan, Sramik
Dal President Iskendar Ali. Vice
President Mojibur Rahmanm
Sarwar MP. General Secretary
Nazrul Islam Khan and Salah-
uddin Sarkar. The inaugural
function was chaired by Anwar
Hossain. :

Earlier. Begum Zia inaugu-
rated the conference by putting
her sign on the album of the
conference.

The conference elected a 62-
member national committee of
the organisation with Anwar
Hossain as President and Abdur
Razzak General Secretary for
the next two years.

BSRS
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Sangstha remained engaged
ornly in recovering its long out-
standing loans and, in some
cases, provided working capi-
tal to some of its projects.

In March. 1985, the Asian

' Development Bank (ADB), one

of the major donors of the
Sangstha, asked the BSRS to
stop financing new projects
because of its huge non-per-
forming loans.

Later in September, 1990
the ADB, in response to a‘'gov-
ernment request, offered some
preconditions for the lifting of
the embargo.

The conditions included
privatisation of at least 51 per
cent shares of the BSRS and
starting commercial banking.

The government move to
privatise the Sangstha in April

last year immediately after the
passing of the BSRS
(Amendment) Act, was, how-
ever, opposed by some en-
trepreneurs of the BSRS-fi-
nanced projects in an appeal
to the Parliamentary petition
committee, The BSRS was to
be handed over to .the private
buyers for Tk 83 crore, but the
entrepreneurs claimed the
value would be much more.

According to spurces con-
cerned the government has fi-
nally dropped the idea of pri-
vatising the BSRS. At the same
time, if has,
things, issued treasury bonds
worth Tk 175 crore for gen-
erating funds for the Sangstha
to help it overcome its present
financial crisis.

The BSRS is expecting Tk
15 crore by July next years as
bank deposits. It also expects a
substantial amount of money
from the issuance of deben-
tures and from the recovery of
overdue loans. :

The number of non-per-
forming projects of the BSRS
is 109 of which 42 are now
closed. The number of per-
forming projects is 39 while
the performance of 45 pro-
jects has been irregular.

The Sangstha has so far sold
out 20 projects because of fail-
ure on the part of en-

among other |

By Staff Correspondent
(OMficials of the Parliament
Secretariat fetched a doctor
when opposition negotiator
Suranjit Sengupta fell sick dur
ing the second-round of formal
dialogue between the ruling
party and the epposition in
Parliament vesterday

“He had a bad headache and
took medicine,® the doctor
said after attending Suranjit
at the cabinet room. the venue
of the Commonwealth-bro-
kered dialogue.

The doctor replied in the
negative when asked if Gupta's
blood pressure shot up

Later. after the four-hour
meeting., the Ganatantri Party
leader who recently merged
his faction with the Awami
League told The Daily Star that
he took paraceiamol to relieve
pain.

The doctor wanted to
check his blood pressure but
Suranjit reportedly told the
doctor that he had no problem
with his "pressure.”

1.5 lakh new digital
phones to be

installed

A project for the installation
of 1,50.000 new digital tele-
phones is going to be imple-
mented soon with the coun-
try's own resources and tech-
nical assistance from France,
reports BSS.

The project, to be imple-
mented by world renowned
telecommunication firm "Alcatel”
of France. include 1.00.000
telephones for Dhaka, 10.000
for Chittagong. 15.000 for
Khulna, 10.000 for Rajshahi
and 15,000 for Sylhet.

A formal exchange of views
was held at Hotel Sonargaon
vesterday evenimg. Information
Secretary Dr Ekram Hossain, T
and T Board Chairman Fazlur
Rahman., French Ambassador
in Bangladesh Jean Michel
Lacombe and executives of the
"Alcatel” and T and T board of-
ficials took part in the discus-
ﬁ'ﬂf] -

10 hurt as rival
JCD groups

clash
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Oct 22: At least
ten persons were injured in a
clash between two rival groups
of the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
at the thana headquarters of
Kanaighat yesterday afternoon.
Of them, two were admitted
into the Thana Health
Complex.

The two groups have occu-
pied two parts of the bazar
namely Dakhin Bazar and Purba
Bazar. The Police have been
deployed to prevent further
clashes. Both the rival groups
have declared they will hold a
meeting on Tuesday afternoon
at the same venue. The Thana
Awami League, meanwhile,
brought out a proceSsion last
night at the thana headquar-
ters in protest against alleged
acts of terrorism. A tense situ-

., ation was prevailing there.

. JCD-BCL clash in

Bogra : 15 hurt

BOGRA, Oct 22: Student
groups ol the ruling BNP and
opposition Awami League clas-
hed at Government Shah Sul-
tan College here today leaving
@t least 15 students injured,
reports UNB.

District Awami League office
was set on fire as a sequel to
the campus violence,

Witnesses said the clash
started at about 11 am when
processions of the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) and pro-
Awami League Chhatra League
(BCL) confronted each other on
the college campus.

The processionists shouted
provocative slogans, exchanged
gunfire and blasted crackers. At
least 10 rounds of gunfire were
heard during the clash.

Five of the seriously injured
students, all said to be JCD ac-
tivists. were hospitalised. They
were identified as: Titu, Anwar,
Zahedur, Monwar and Nazmul
Kadir.

Later, the JCID hrought out a -

protest procession which at-
tacked the district Awami Lea-
gue office at Satmatha crossing
at about 3:30 pm, witnesses
said.

The attackers damaged fur-
niture of the AL office and set it
ablaze. Fire brigade, however,
extinguished the fire almosg
immediately. :

CHT council

From Page | Col B

ing peace in the Chittagong Hill |

Tracts," said president ef the
Peace Council Saiful Islam
Dildar and General Secretary
‘Subinoy Chakmig in a statement
yesterday.

They said complicacies aris-
ing out of the document of land
of the refugees could be sorted
out through discussion. On the

other hand, at present there is.

no reason for suspension of the
activities of local government
councils.

The Peace Coungil reiterated
its demand for a judicial probe
intoy the September 15 Khagra-
chhari killing and arrest of

trepreneurs to repay the loans. | those responsible for it.
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Llancaster with actress Elizabeth Tavlor while receiving

the Oscar award for his

lead role in "Elmer Gantry”

[.ancaster, who started his career ag a circus acrobat, died
in Los Angeles late October 20 at the age of 80. — AFP photo

Hamas leader for truce with

Israel guaranteed by US

JERUSALEM, Oct 22: A
leader of the Islamic Resis-
tance Movement Hamas pro
posed today that the group and
Israel reach a ceasefire agree-
mernt guaranteed by a third
party such as the United
States

Shetkh Jamas Salim, who
lives in the West Bank town of
Nablus. said the purpose of an
agreement would be to "halt
attacks on civilians”™ by both
sides. .

“This accord must be guar-
anteed by a third international
party. such as the United
States,” he told Reuters.

But other influential Hamas
leaders said his statement did
not necessarily reflect the
overall views of the group,
which blew up a bus in Tel Aviv
on Wednesday killing 21
people.

Several Hamas leaders in
Ramallah, in the occupied
West Bank. apd Jerusalem said
they were not aware of Sheikh
Balim's initiative.

Senior Hamas figures have

Elusive Suchitra

Sen moves house

CALCUTTA, Oct 22:
Suchitra Sen, the Greta Garpo
of Indian cinema. shified to an
apartment with supreme un-
concern that is becoming of
her nature by leaving behind
invaluable memorabilia in the
bungalow where she had
stayed away from the limelight
for the last 20 years. reports
PTI.

Her spacious bungalow on
19-kathas of land on
Ballygunge Circular Road is be-
ing wiped out by promoters to
make way for a multi-storeyed
building.

And her admirers are hav-
ing a bonanza time. busy bur-
rowing into the rubble for her
personal belongings and- sou-
venirs. at a price that is almost
nothing.

Fummaging among her scat- .

lered belongings. few lucky
lans have bagged a pair of vel-
vet shoes for Rs 50, a speci-
men of her embroidery for Rs
15 and an inconspicuous salt
jar for the same price and {loor
tiles for Rs five. =

Not to be left behind., a
middle-aged persons frem
Tollygunge came in search of
the imposing chandeliers
which adorned her room.

'Luck favoured two young-
men from Malda who discov-
ered a citation from among the
litter and got it for a mere Rs
500. The cilation was pre-
sented to the actress at the
Moscow Film Festival in 1963.
The new owners plan to pre-
serve the citation encased in a

sald the group was divided
over the wisdom of #tacking
civilians, a major change in
tactics adopted by Hamas after
4 Jewish settler massacred
some 30 Muslim worshipers in
a Hebron Mosque last February

‘It is natural fo have debates
over this issue. Islam clearly
says lthat civilians should be
avoided in conflicts. but the
problem is that viplence crea-
tes counter-violence,” Sheikh
Saliim said.

"Hamas' initiative is aimed
al stopping the vicious circle
ol violence which started with
Israel's occupation of the
Palestinian territories and has
continued since the Hebron

massacre.” he said.
Hamas. which is not banned

as a group by Israel, has its
leaders in the West Bank, Gaza
Strip, Jordan. Egypt. Syria,
iran and Sudan. Policy is made
by coordinating between them.

The Iranian-backed Islamic
militant group Hizbollah
reached - an agreement with
Israel in July 1993 brokered

by the United States and

frame with fNowers

around it.

A desperate hunt is on
among her things by her fans.
A calendar in which the ac-
tress used to encircle auspi-
cious dates is now in the pos-
session of one of her fans,

This is perhaps just a way of
getting a little closer to the
distant myth that is Suchitra
Sen., who received accolades.
for her unforgettable perfor-
mances with matinee idol,
Uttam Kumar, in Bengali films
like "Saptapadi.” "Pathe Holo-
Dot "Sagarika,” Sabar
Upare.” Uttar Phalguni,” "Griha
Daha”, "Sat Pake Bandha," and
"Harano Sur" that would never
gel lost from cine goers'
mind.

The thespian, meanwhile,
had quietly moved into a flat in
nearby Deodar Street and

maintains her elusiveness. as,
zealously as before.

steel

A society in deep crisis
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nated and led by the older gen-
eration and there is no social
mechanism to listen to the,
youths or harness Lheir poten-
Hal," Prof Khan added.

Prof Hamida Akhter Begum,
a social psychologist of the
Dhaka University, observed that
the recent murder incidents re-
ceived wide public attention be-
cause of their close sequence.

"But murders, violence, sud-
den reporis of people going
missing and stories of the re-
covery of beheaded bodies ol
youths have been rampant for
a long time in our society,” she
said.

Rapid urbanisation and

. population growth have kicked

off a competition or rat race
which this seciety never experi-
enced before, Prof Begum noted.

This eompetition has heavily
impacted traditional social
conditions' and wvalues and
pushed up the expectations of
the people, she said.

"But more often than not
these greatl expectations are not

being fulfilled and naturally se-
| rious problems have been aris-

ing of out of the gaps between
hopes and achievements, " she
added. :

The result,
other things. Is faulty growth of
the personalities of our children
who look outside their family for
recognition,

Those interviewed by The
Daily Star were all echoing each
other, agreeing that it was time
we had a minimum consistency
in administering reward for the
good guys and punishment for
the bad ones.

They also s review-
ing the role of the urban fami-
lies in these fast changing
times.

"Judicious parental care is
one sure way to secure social
integration,” commented Abdul
Quayuyum, Deputy Commis- ,
sioner of the Detective Branch.

"Look at these kids. Their
parents probably did not have
any inkling of what types of
friends they were making or

the company they were keeping
— their habits and hobbies; nor
did they have any idea of what
i¢heir children really needed or
hankered after,” he said.

among many .
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- || 1.5 lakh copies
.|| of Pope's book

sold in 24 hrs

PARIS., Oct 22: Some
180,000 copies of Pope John
the
Threshold of Hope." sold out
in Germany in the space of 24
hours, and the French publish-
ers announced Friday their
print run would increase to
280.000 due to "colossal de-
mand, reports AFP

Sales have been brisk in
Spain and lialy, while a chaotic
supply system in Warsaw had
Poles scrambling desperately
to secure the rare coples that
found their way on to the offi-
cial market. and wunofficial
traders in the pontiffs werk
were expected to make a
killing.

One bookseller in central
Warsaw said the 100 copies he
had received were "A drop in
the ocean of demand.”

French co-publishers FPlon
and Mame said an emergency
run of 10,000 would supple-
ment the 170,000 already
printed and twe more print
runs of 50.000 each would fol-
low,

In Germany., massive de-
mand for the book saw the
first print run of 150.000
copies sold out within 24
hours of its appearance in
bookshops, German publisher
Hoffmann and Campe said.
They said another print run
would follow.

Hoffmann and Campe said
that worldwide, some 20 mil-
livn eopies of the book would
be printedd

Clash leaves 25
hurt in Pabna

PABNA, Oct 22: At least 25
people were injured. six with
bullet, in a clash between sup-
porters of the student and
vouth fronts of ruling BNP in
the town today, reporcts UNB.

Two of the injured. Hirok,
25 and Musa, 28 were rushed
to Dhaka Medical Callege
Hospital in critical condition
and four others admitied to
Sadar Hospital

Police said

the clash

erupted when supporters of a ,

Juba Dal faction, known as
"Kalugroup” attacked Hirok,
and activist of Jatiyvatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD), at a tea stall
at South Raghabpur at about
8:30am.

The rivals, armed with
pipeguns and cut-rifles, ex-
changed some 30 rounds on
shots during the clash that
continued for about half an
hour,
The two groups clashed
again at the place at about 7
pm.
Police were deployed in the
area to guard against further
untoward incident. All shops in
the locality were closed after
the first clash and did not
open throughout the day.

JCD activists brought out a
precession and held a rally at
Indira Pally protesting the at-
tack by Juba Dal supporters.
Former general secretary of
district BNP Advocate Shah-
jahan Ali addressed the rally
and demanded punishment of
the rrﬁ;mn%bies. S

Conjunctivitis

From Page 1 Col 8
instead, they go to nearby drug
stores and consult private
physicians.

"We are getting an average
ol 20 to 25 conjunctivitis pa-
lients everyday in our hospi-
tal.," said Prof. M Mustafizur
Rahman, Director of the
Islamia Eye Hospital.

He said that conjunctivitis
is caused by a virus called
Adeno Virus and the disease is
contagious and spreads
through handshakes, use of
infected napkins, tewels and
various other forms of physical
contact. L

Prof Rahman, however, as-
sured that there was nothing
to be worried abeut conjunc-
tivitis since the patients re-
cover from the disease after
the virus completes its life cy-

cle in the human organ.
"Only you have to guard
against any y infection

of the eye that may follow a

_econjunctivitis attack," he said.

"In that case you must consult
a doctor." % |

Prof Rahman prescribed
antibiotic eye drops or cream
for the conjunctivitis patients
along with some pain killers.

As prevention, he suggested
nutritious food and avoiding
physical contact with the pa-
tients. 1

"People will not mind {f you
refuse to shake hands with
conjunctivitis patients." the

eye spécialist guipped.

Stol service
From Page | Col 7.
these roules. :
Introductien of the STOL
service operations has been
delayed since the Patol-hold-
ers bargained for increasing

-the length of airstrip — now
- 2150 ft long — to operate big-

ger aircraft.
A STOL aircraft can carry
15 to 22 pa The ser-

vice will not be viable in the
present Bangladesh market,
some sources said.

The authaorities had hinted
earlier that if the Patol-holders
falled to start STOL sewvices,
their licences would be re-

L voked.

1
:

The Midnight File

ALGIERS, Oct T8

Algerian troops kill 47
armed fundamentalists

security forces said today that

they killed 47 armed lslamic fundamentalists in a series of
operations in a four day period between Tuesday and Friday
This is the highest figure given by the security forees since
the manhunt last March following the spectacular breakout
by about | 000 fundamentalists from the prison at Tazoult-

Lambese in the east of the courniry

reports AFP

Arafat to meet Clinton
in Cairo Wednesday

GAZA CITY. Oct 22: PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat is (o meet

US President Bill Clinton

in Cairo on Wednesday. a senior

Palestindian official said today. Nabil Shaath chiefl Palestinian

negoliator

at the autonomy

talks with

israel. sabd the

Palestinian "cabinet” discussed the meeting today among

. other issues, reports AP

Seoul bridge collapse :

cabinet shake-up likely

SEOIL. Ot 22 President
Kim Young sam is likely Lo
carry oul a amnajor cabinet

reshulfle in response to public
anger over the collapse of a
bridge in Seoul that killed at

least 32 people. government
spources said Saturday, reports
AP,

Groverniment sources, re-

questing anonymity. said the
reorganisation |s expected to

| affect the prime minister, the

construction minister and
many other cabinet officials

In South Kaorea, top officials
are often held responsible for
major accidents or scandals
evenn when they are not di
rectly involved.

Prime Minister Lee Young
duck, who was appointed only
six months ago. already has of-
fered to resign, and Kim is ex
pected to accept, said Lhe
sources, from the ruling
Democratic Liberal Party

Russian freighter
with 26 sinks

ISTANBUL., Oct 22 A
Russian freighter with a crew
of 26 sank in heavy storms in
the Black Sea and a lifeboat
with nine men aboard is miss-
ing. port officials in Eregli said
today.

The crew abandoned the
3.251-tonne Russian freighter
Syrve, taking to two lifeboats,
one carrying 17 seamen and
the other the remaining nine.

Lesa than a day after the
accident. Kim fired Seoul
mavor Lee Won jong and or-
dered police to thoroughly
investigate whether any gov-
ernment officials neglecied
their duties.

7 city officials held

Reuter adds. Seven Seoul
city officials were arrested to-
cday in connectior: with the col-
lapse of a bridge. an offictal at
the Seoul district prosecutor's
office said

Yo Yong Won, head of the
cily government s construction
office responsible for maintain-
ing the bridge. and six other
men in his office were charged
with negligence and causing
death. he said

Investigators had accused
them of failing to check the
salely of the bridge. whose
central span collapsed into the
Han river on Friday morning.

Prosecutors said the seven
arrested had reported to the
city government there were no
safety problems regarding the
bridge without carrying out
statutory daily checks.

The construction office also
failed to carry out repairs after
finding earlier this year that
steel girders supporting the
bridge were badly corroded,
they said.

Seoul city officials said they
have begun special checks on
|5 other bridges spanning the
river, which flows through the
capital,

Second round
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tion-proposed modalities for a
careiaker administration say-
ing it was violative of the spirit
of the Constitution since it
wanted an unelected person to
be head of the governmendt.
‘The Constitution of the coun-
try does not allow a non-MP to
be the Prime Minister of an
elected government.” Ziaur
Rahman is learnt to have told
the Opposition team.
Education Minister Barris-

| ter Jamiruddin Sircar and

State Minister for Establish
ment Barrister Aminul Hug
also spoke on the occasion.

They urged the Opposition
delegation not to assert any-
thing beyond the provisions of
the: Constitution. meeting
sources said.

Admitting the need for a
fool-proof electoral system, the
BNP team called upon the Op-
position side to have a reason-
able view of the ruling party-
sponsored bill seeking
strengthening of the Election
Commission (EC). the sources
said.

The Parliament Secretariat
provided all the thirty partici-
pants .in yesterday's dialogue
with copies aof the ruling
party's bill and the Constitu-
tion.

The Opposition delegation
is learnt to have asserted at
the dialogue that the nature of
the present crisis was politi-
cal. rather than constitutional,

Jatiya Party (JP) leader Bar-
rister Moudud Ahmed, who
made the opening statement
on behalf of the Opposition, is
learrit to have said 'The prob-
lem the nation 4s now con-
fronting is" more a political
one, than constitutional”.

The entire Opposition does -

not feel that the BNFP govern-
ment can hold elections freely

and fairly, Moudud said.

‘The nation now needed a
neutral administration for
conducting the polls in a ffee
and fair atmosphere,’ he

of dialogue

add
Tofael Ahmed of the AL ar-
gued that the Opposition

would not have demanded
polls under a caretaker admin-
istration unless the govern-
ment had compelled it to do
s0 by misusing powers in the
parliamentary by-elections as
well as in certain local level
elections, a source said.

The lour-hour deliberation
were recorded and will be
handed over to Sir Ninian
Stephen.

DUTA denies
Injunction

By DU Currespundent.

The Dhaka University Tea-
chers’ Association (DUTA)
yvesterday has denied press re-
ports that an injunction was is-
sued against the implementa-
tion of its deciston to expel Dr
Ershadul Bari,. Dean of the
Facully of Law. from the DUTA.

: LDE
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name of movement and Com-
monwealth’s involvement in
the government-Opposition
dialogue on the holding of fair
polls.

Addressing the LDF dem-
onstrators near the Secre-
tarfat, front leader Rashed
Khan Menon blamed the BNP
and the AL for creating the
current political impasse.

The LDF leaders who par-
ticipated in the sit-in included
Hasanul Haq Inu of JSD, Mor-
shed All of the CPB, Abdullah
Sarkar of BSD (Khaleque),
Moinuddin Khan Badal of
BSD(Mahbubj, Dilip Barua of
Samyabadi Dal, Igbal Majumder
of Oikkya Prokriya, Belayet
Hossain Sikdar of Samajbadi
Dal. Bimol Biswas. Nirmal Sen:
Kazi Aref, Mujahidul Islam
Selim. Khalequzzaman, AFM
Mahbubul Haq, Noyeem Jahan-
gir. Haider Akbar Khan Rono,
Abul Bashar, Tipu Biswas and
Hazera Sultana.

—

| oramfors

D—10]2

FleET TTab e Afufe
»22, T wmwe 2wy «fefd 8, 5191 — dooo
Herega fqeafe
ME 33/30/58 Sfira tafae Tafema gm w¥M ¥ ofiem
| i fargm fawfer @fie W
| (afoom® | = | TCraed / wdrewm)

b Broo-93¢c 99 ¥ b Bloo— Moo TP ¥ |
aury! fasfea warm #wdrad wofaadte «@re |

y-o  fAqwe
AaHE (BRI

LLAEILE

Editor : Mahfuz Anam

Printed & Published by A. 8, Mahmud, Managing Direetor, on
behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel /A, Dhaka-1000, from

Publishing House Ltd, 90 Kakrail,

Dhaka-1000, Editorial, News

Commercial Offices: House No: 11, Road No: 3, Dhanmandi WA,
Dhaka-1205. “ABX: 500092-4, Cammercial: 500091 (Direct), Fax Neo:
48.02 8630356 GPO Box No 3257, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA.



