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Information Minister Barrister Nazmul Huda giving away the trophy to Brothers Union
captain aftet the final of the MA Khan memorial tournament yesterday. Brothers beat Ansars

17-14.

— Star phntu

Edberg eyes Sampras' spot

HONG KONG, Oct
21: Former cha-
mpion Stefan Ed-
berg has warned
that Pete Sa-
mpras could soon
lose his world number one
title after a bad run of injuries,
reports AFP.

With Sampras coming back
from injury after playing just

ohe tournament in the last four °

months, Sweden's Edberg
predicted Sampras could lose
his mantle as the world's hest

PETE SAMPRAS
player early in the new year.

Sampras main enemy,
Edberg said, would be the ATP
Tour's ranking computer.

The 23-year-old American
built a seemingly unassailable
lead by winning eight tourna-
ments this year culminating in
his successful Wimbledon de
fence in July and must now
defend the points he earned
with those wins

Anvthing less than a suc
cessful defence of those eight
titles will see points deducted

from his tptal according to
where he finishes in each
event

Sampras currently holds a

1,500 point lead over Goran
Ivanisevic of Croatia, with
Germany's Michael Stich an-
other 300 points adrift in
third.

Himself ranked fifth in the

world, former number one

Edberg wdrned that Sampras
must perform well over the
next month to give himself a
cushion for next year.

"It is very possible that Pete
will be caught after-what has
happened.” Edberg said.

"Up to Wimbledon he won a
tremendous amount of points,
but since then he has only
played one tournament  in
three or four months.

"1t all depends on what
happens over the next couple
of months.
(autaumn) he is going to face a
lot of pressure next year.

"If one of the top guys has a
good fall and wins a couple of
big ones, it is possible to catch
him." .

Sampras began his come-
back from injury this week in
the Marlbero Championships
exhibition tournament here
and- is now locking for solid
performances at tournaments
in Stockholm and Paris before
the IBM/AFP Tour World
Championship in Frankfurt
from November 13.

Admitting that he is now
struggling after not reaching
the {inal of a Grand Skam event
for the first time since 1986,
28-year-old Edberg believes he
must reconstruct his once
flawless serve if he is to con-
tinue threatening the top play-

ers. _
"My biggest problem is con-

sistency on my first serve.," he

" said.

"'When | was 19, 20 or 21 |
could wake up in the middle ef
the night and go out and serve

"If he has a bad fall -

wherever | wanted to. That's a
lot hardf:g NoOw.
"H 1 can add another edge

~ to my serve [ will be back play-

ing good tennis.”
dberg completed a rela-

tively simple 6-4, 6-1 win over

Dutch doubles specialist Jadco
Eltingh to top his round robin
group and qualify for the semi-
finals. '

Eltingh and compatriot Paul
Haarhuis are the world's num-
ber one doubles paring, with
Haarhuis beating Zimbabwe's

STEFAN EDBERG
Wayne Black 6-4, 6-1.

- Haarhuis will now play
Sampras today for  another
semifinal berth.

Black combined with his
more famous brother. Byron,
to topple a jovial Sampras and
Todd Martin 5-7. 7-6 (7-5), 6-
3 in the doubles. .

Martin earlier rmiveﬂ an
easy passage through to the
semifinals when Sweden's
Magnus Larsson withdrew
from his round robin group
with a torn shoulder ligament.

In the final group. world
numbet four Sergi Brugeura
will meet Dutchman Richard
Krajicek today.

Ivanisevic, Agassi advance

VIENNA, Oct 21
Top-seeded Gor-
an |Ivanisevic fir
el |bh aces, many
al critical break
points, to beat
Canadi Lreg Kusedski on
Thursda ind reach the
quarterfinals of the C A Trophy
LETIMS TOUrmanmen reporis
Husedski used his ow
DHistering serve take his
Croatiar pponent to 1lwo
tiebreaks. but lvanisevic found
the necessary pOower at jusi the
Mght moments (o escaps
siraight se1s 7-6 (7-3) 7 -6
111-9)
other play. llamboyvant
US star Andre Agassi. the No 3
seed. looked comdortable in a
60 6-0 drubbing of Australian
Mark Woodlorde No 2 seed
Michael Stich of Germany also
wdvanced beating countryman
Carsten DBraasch 6-3. 6-4
rth seeded Thomas
Muster of Austria had a scare
when he was beset OV WTISsL
nd knee patn in the middie of
& SeCcond sl gainst the
Czech Republic's David Rik]
outl he held on to win 6-1. 76
7 -4
Fariyer maicn
seeded Jan Siemerink of the
Methe ands defeated

Germany's Marc-Kevin
Goellner, 6-3, 7-5. .

Ivanisevic fell five points
behind Rusedsk! in the second
tiebreak, but bounded back
and capped the win with his

16th ace

Courier disp(;ses
of Boetsch

PARIS Oct 21: Former
world number-one Jim Courier
continued his one-man demo-
lition of French tennis
Thursday when he beat Armaud
Boetsch 6-3. 7-6 (B/6) teo
reach the quarter-finals at the
Lyon ATP event, reports AFP.

In the first round Courler,
who is seeded fourth, defeated
another French hope — Guy
Forget

Top-seeded Ukrainian
Andrei Medvedev chalked up
an easy 6-3, 6-2 win over
Henrik Dreekmann -~ the
German making too many un-
lorced, errors in the first set
and Medvedev saving his best
tennis for the second.

The voung Ukrainian now

faces Australian Davis Cup

player Patrick Rafter who
scored a 6-3, 6-4, win owver
Swilzerland s Jakob Hlasek.

‘1 was very lucky.’
Ivanisevic said. "He had a lot of
break points, and every time
there was a break point | won
my serve.”

Ivanisevic, second in the
world ATP rankings, is
favoured to defend his title at
the 410,000 dollar C A Trophy
event in the Vienna Stadthalle
indoor arena. He is on a roll,
bolstered by a victory Sunday
over American Michael Chang
in the final of the Seiko Super
Tennis tournament in Tokyo

But Agassi is rapidly becom-
ing a favourite among local fans
and interviewers, good-na

turedly fielding questions
about his love life and shaved
legs as well as serves from his
opponents

Agassi is ranked 10th in the
world by the ATP following his
win at the US Open, where he
beat Stich in- the final. C A
Trophy officials and fans hope
for a rematch in Vienna.

Agassi is banking on a good
showing to boost his chances
of reaching the ATP's top
eight, which would give him a
place in the Masters tourna-
ment in Frankfurt.

He said at a news confer
ence Wednesday that he hopes
to finish the season in the top
five
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) metres race on the concluding day of a three-day sports
arv of the Jativa Presg Club at the club s premises yesterday
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Reefat leads

Sports Reporter

Bangladeshi International
Master Reefat bin Sattar singu-
larly led the points table at the
end of the third round of the
eleventh Dr Qazi Motahar
Hossain International Masters'
chess tournament at the con-
ference room of the National
Sports Council yesterday.

Reefat picked .up his third
win beating compatriot
Tayebur Rahman Suman in 46
Moves.

Two Indians International
Master Lanka Ravi
Sharvanan, who trailed Reefat
with two and a half points
each, won their respective
matches on the day too.

Ravi got the better of his
experienced compatriol
International. Master Shekhar
Sahu while Sharvanan downed
Bangladesh's Kalimullah Khan.

Hasibul Hassan Hanif, who
pulled off a surprise win
against runners-up Ziaur
Rahman. the Bangladeshi IM.
on the opening day lost to
compatriot Nahid Miyazid.

Ziaur Rahman. who was
quite well placed during his
second round match- against
holder Mahmood Ahmed Khan
Lodhi, the Pakistani IM, in
Thursday's adjourned match.
settled for a draw.

Zia went on to draw his
third round match with Indian
IM Ravi Hegde.

Lodhi was playing
Bangladeshi FM Tahmid at thie
time ol wriling this report.

BU lift MA Khan
h'ball title

Sports Reporter:

Brothers. Union clinched
the MA Khan memorial hand-
ball tournament beating
Bangladesh Ansars 17-14 in
-the final of the first-ever tour-
ney in memory of the late navy
chief at the handball court yes-
terday.

The winners led the first
half 9-6.

Neiland shows
. Martinez
way out

BRIGHTON. England, Oct
21: Larisa Neiland of Latvia
emerged as the plaver td beat
at the international women's

indoor tournament here on
Thursday when she hammered
top-seed Conchita Martinez 6-
1, 6-3, reports AFP

Neiland, ranked
needed just 51 minutes to
sénd Spain's Wimbledon
champion packing and her win
immediately raised speculation
about Martinez's performance.

Organisers had agreed to f\
Martinez in a private jet 1o
Zurich today so that she could
attend her coach's wedding
Her Thursday defeat means
this will no longer be neces-
sary.

Neiland, who hadn't taken a
set off Martinez in four previ-
ous encounters, claimed after
her win that she had sensed
that Martinez was "Not ready
to give me a fight.”

“l could see it in her face
that she was relaxing. |1 had a
feeling that if 1 won the first
set then | would win the sec-
ond.’

Other winners were secontdl
seed Jana Novotna, fellow
Czech Helena Sukova, Katerina
Maleeva of Bulgaria and
Nathalie Tauziat of France.

Novotna saw off Canada's
former Hong Kong Federation
Cup player Patricia by 6-2, 6-2
Sukova dropped only three
games to American Tami
Whitlinger-Jones, Maleeva won
a hard-fought duel with Maria
Vento of Venezuela 6-4, 5 7
6-4, and Tauziat put out last
weekend's Filderstadt winner
Anke Huber 7-5, 6-4

47th,

English paddlers
stage fightback

MANSFIELD . » England, Oct
21: England. two down in the
series of six against China, won
the third badminton interna
tional at Mansfield Thursday
night by taking the first three
rubbers, reports AFP

The introduction ol new
faces to the England side pro
duced a turn in their fortunes
with Julie Bradbury figuring in
two of their wins

Bradbury and Joanne
Wright, Commonwealth Games
silver medalists, were playing
for the first time in the series
and drew first blood in the
opening women's doubles rub
ber

They resisted a late recov
ery by Xu Li and Zeng Yaquong
to win 15-9, 15-11

Press Club
Sports

The three-day Anamia Mela
and sports competitions for
the children, organised by the
Jatiyva Press Club marking its
40th founding anniversary
concluded at the club here
yesterday, reports BSS

The children's events in
cluded race, recitation, biscuit
race, dress as you like pillow
passing

President of the club Hasan
Shahriar distributed the
prizes among the winners

Sport

and

Glimpse from a third round match between Abdullah-Al-Rakib (L) and Maruf Ahmed in the

QM Hossain
points. .

tournament at the chessroom nf the NSC yesterday. The players split

— HFP_P]‘ID‘I:G

Hide fires first salvo

HONG KONG, Oct
21: England’'s He-
rbie Hide said on
Thursday that
Tommy Morrison

|

-

o wrest

of the United
States would have to kill him
the World Boxing
Organisation’'s (WBO] heavy-
weight crown from his grasp
in Hong Kong on Sunday, re-
ports Reuter.

Hide. dubbed the "dancing
destroyer” for his fleet-footed
but destructive siyle, is aiming
to maintain his unbeaten
record of 26 fights against an

‘opponent whose commitment

has been doubted in the past.

"Tommy Morrison will: have
to kill me to beat me — there
is no way | am golng to walk
out of the ring a beaten man."
said Hide. 23. who took the
title from Michael Bentt in
March.

'l an in very good qha]:ﬂr ane
fitter and stronger than | was
when 1 fought Bentt. [ am re-
ally motivated for this one."

Morrison, 25, was touted as
the: best white "American
heavyweight around after he

punished former world cham-
pion George Foreman for 12
rounds to capture the WBO ti-
tle in June last year. But he
looked a completely different
fighter when Bentt took the

sort of fighter who f(ights to

the level of the opposition and

against (Michael Bentt] 1 did
nrot think he could beat me
with a baseball bat.

"But | respect Herbie Hide
who is talented and has great
hand speed. 1 will be aggres-
sive against him and I'm sure
there will be a lot of things
changing hands at the end of
the fight."

Bentt, who is in Hong Kong
to commentate on the fight for
television, gives Hide the edge.

"l think Herbie (Hide) wil
win but he will be taken the

distance (12 rounds),” said
Hentt.
Also on Sunday's bill in

Hong Kong is a non-champi-
onship heavyweight bout be-
tween England's favourite
hoxing son Frank Bruno and
American Ray "merciless”
Mercer, the former WBO
champion.

Ullyett' upsets
Lareau

PONTE VEDRA. Fla, Oct 21:
Kevin Ullyett of South Africa
upset No 2 seed Sebastien
l.Lareau of Canada 6-4, 6-3

Thursday in the quarterfinals

of the ATP Tour pro tennis
classic, reports AP.

Bruno has been promised a
crack at
Council
McCall but prefers to concen-
trate on disposing of 33-year-
old Mercer.

"l know everyone is talking
about me fighting Oliver
McCall but my mind is on
Mercer,” said the 32-year-old
Bruno, who nonetheless does
not disguise his ambition to
fight for the world title again
after failures against Tim
Witherspoon., Mike Tyson and
Lennox Lewis.

"l have been training for
two months for this fight and
feel good. 1 got criticism for
my win over Jesse Ferguson in

new World Boxing
champion Oliver

the first round but I cannot be

criticised when [ beat Ray
Mercer on Sunday.”
Mercer. who won the

heavyweight gold medal at the
1988 Seoul Olympics, admits
to having had a tough time in
an out of the ring over the last
year but said he was commit-
ted to beating Bruno

“I have had a rough ride but

1 do not expect to lose this
fight." he said.
in two other World

Championship bouts in Hong
Kong on Sunday. Californian
Rafael Ruelas will put his
International Boxing Federa-
tion lightweight belt in the

Fighters who will meet 1in the Oct 23 High Noon Boxing event in Hong hong display then
colours at a press conference in the colony yesterday. From centre are Herbie Hide (4L) will
defend his WBO heavyvweight crown against Tommy Morrison (4R), Frank Bruno (3LJ who
will meet Ray Mercer (3R) in a heavyweight bout, Billy Schwer (2L) who challenge Rafael
Ruelas’ (2R) IBF lightweight title and Stevé Collins (L) who will defend his WBO miidé;weﬁght
— photo

title against Lonny Beasley (R).
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crown from him last October. Ullyett will face No 4 line agaimst England's Billy

“The last few fights | have  Michael Joyce of Los Angeles Schwer and WBO mid
had have not been that im- in the semifinals. Joyce ad- dleweight thampion 5Steve
pressive,” said Morrison. wlio vanced with a 6-1, 6-1 deci- . Collins of Ireland will [ace
has won 35 of his 44 fights sion over Daniel Nestor of Lonnv Beaslev of the United
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Chnshe, Colin
Jackson need
-Norman no more

LONDON, Oct 21: Linford
Chrigtie and Colin Jackson
Britain's top two athletes, have
split from agent Andy Norman
to run their own business af
fairs in future, a spokesman for
the athletes said on
Wednesday, reports Reuter,

Norman was sacked as
promotions director by the
British Athletic Federation six
months ago for spreading false
rumours about journalist CIiff
Temple, . who committed sui
cide in January.

Bul Sue Barretl
spokeswoman for Christie and
Jackson and their manage-
ment company Nuff Respect
said Norman's troubles had
nothing to do with their deci
sion. Norman has been work
ing as an agent since his dis
missal from the BAF.

‘From a logistical point oi
view il makes sense 1o co or
dinate everything here. she
said. "From a business point ol
view, all the money remains
in-house.’

Christie, the Olympi«
world. European and Comirni
nwealth 100 metres char
pion, will bid to add a new title
to his glittering collection rie -
year when he runs at
Waorld Indoor Championst
in Barcelona — an event whi

has pot vet yielded him a g0
medal.
He will prepare for

championships, and !ay
foundations for the
World Championship seaso
with two months trainirig
Australia from mid-Decernite
Nuff Respect will alsc
resent World Cup winners i
Regis and Tony Jarret!
plan to join Christie at riu
door championships. altho er
Jackson has decided 1 11i=-
the evenl.

Edwards to be
tested again

LONDON. Oct 21 BEnus
shot-putter Paul Edwards tai--

SUTITIE

a secon’ ositive drug tes
sult. fro test that |
his retu;.. (rom the |

Championships 1n Heisine
months ago. reparts Al
The Sports Council we
reveal the result of the ©
ple anaivsed on Wedlrnes
and the British Aul
Federation is staving
lipped ahead of a mee!
its drugs advisory gro
Sunday
But the 35-year-old |
champion, accused of @ 1ki
anabolic sternids. is expe
o be told that the <am:
hacked up the a test analv-
Edwards also tested o
ive in Helsinki. That B s
has been confirmed alt!
he claims that
regulations. he was not give
ihe chance to have a req
sentative present at the |
Edwards. who was
sented for Wednesdav s
sis. now faces a BAFL
plinary hearing which
decide whether to enddor =
four-vear ban from

Maita ahédd

CHIBA, Japan O«
Unheralded Kivoshi Ma
a 6-under-par 66 Thursdas
ook the first-round lead
120 milion yen (dirs
lion) Bridgestone Open
lourmament. reports At

Nick Price of Zimbabw«
winner of this season s Britis!
Open and the US FPGA
Championship. was among si»
golfers at B8 He shot seven
hirdies against three bogeys

Australian Roger Mack.ay
shot eight birdies including
four in a row on Nos (i) |3
but bogeyed one hole and o
ble-bogeyed the 7th n a4
round of 67 that tied him tin
second with Daisuke Serizaw .
and Tomohiro Maruyama both

contra

j of Japan.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: AMBITIOUS MAGICIAN
CAN BE GETTING DIS-ILLUSIONED.
Today's ,rypmﬂ Clue: P equals W
The Cryptoquipisas ftution ci rin which one
letter stands for another. If you think that o
will equal O throughout-the puzzie. Sing
w and words using an ophe gi
vowels. Solution is by trial and



