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Dhaka Day by Day

Adult Literacy and the

Role of the Radio

by Fayza Haq

At a workshop. held at the Goethe Institut
recently. various local and overseas reports.
observations and recommendations on the
means of irradicating adult #lliteracy in
Bangladesh, were discussed and analysed.

Speaking at the workshop. MN' Mustafa,
Media Advisor, Bangladesh Open University,
said that in view of the absence of an adequate
number of educational institutions, lack of re-
sources and rising population — speciafly
among the impover-
ished section of the
rural masses of
Bangladesh - Radio
Bangladesh could be
used as an effective
medium for educa-
tion, particularly lit-
eracy.” _ ;

“The dismally §
low rate of literacy |
could be raised; pro-
vided the limitations & & 3

. of the sound media = .
are identified, and

covered up by taking . . 1o Inetitut.
apprnprlatﬂ ;

asures,” Mr Mustafa said.” He added, “This
means material aids to verify audio materials
with visual materials. The approach to make
the message available to illiterate adults will be
different from that to the literate ones.”

Mr Mustafa continued, “"For this purpose
the authorities must identify the target and
goals with formative research on the subject.
Since audio contact for educating the illiterate
has its organic limitations. it could be over-
come by physical and yisual approach. Once
this natural handicap is met with circumvent-
ing measures, sound broadcasting may become
the cheapest and most pervasive medium to
cause a crack to this thick crust of illiteracy.

Mr Jerome Sarkar of Rangpur Dinajpur
Rural Service (RDRS), speaking at the work-
shop added, "Our experiences suggest that the
first step to eradicate illitefacy is to make
people aware .of the needs and benefits of be-
coming literate. One may set up schools, organ-
ise classes, and the radio may broadcast pro-
grammes, but if the people do not feel inclined
to learn and become literate, it will be a help-
less situation. Here, in Eangladeah the radio
should broadeast programmes to inspire peo-
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ple to get rid of the curse and avail of the bene-

fits of literacy.”

Mr Sarkar said in conclusion, 'On many oc-
casions, the radio authorities(in Bangladesh
and overseas) had recorded the discussions on
economic aspects, by the various groups and
the same was broadcast over the radio, in
Bangladesh. for other groups to learn and
practice.”
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"12 hours till 6 pm today. reports UNB.

The Met office forecasts day temperature may fall by 1
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Dry weather likely

Weather is likely to remain dry over the cquntry with
partly cloudy sky over Khulna, Barisal divisions and the
., regions of Chittagong, Noakhali and Faridpur during the next

Mr Bernd Wegmeyer, a senior stafl of the
Deutsche Welle (Voice of Germany]. (whose
keynote paper on the role of the radio in de-
velopment was being assessed at the work-

shop). had explained at a geminar, held earlier.

that, "the coveted goals of development cannot
be achieved without mass literacy.” He had
noted with satisfaction. "that the government
of Ba.ngladeah is fultv aware of the importance
of literacy.” :

Mr Wegmeyer,
however, had also
. expressed his- con-
. cern about the facl
that little is known
about the effective-
. ness of open broad-
&3 casts currently being
put on air by Radio
Bangladesh for adull
literacy programm-
es. He had explai-
ned, further, that
the radio is no
“miracle-drug” lor
adult education.
However, he expre-
ssed his belief that Radio Bangladesh appears
to be capable of handling the effectiveness of
the electronic mass-media in creating a sense
of awareness among the people at large, and to
continue with the literacy drives, that they hdﬂ
assailed.

Mrs H Lechener, the Director of the Goethe
Institut, concluded the workshop by saying,
“The radic may play an important role, pro-
vided new ways in programming are found.
People are traditionally used to learning
through hearing, and radio sets are to be found
even in remote areas or they should be pro-
vided with them. Once radio sets are available,
the broadcasts can be tailor-made to suit al-
most any need.”

“During the workshop, suggestions have
been made to take pains.in finding out inter-

esting topics for listeners. The presentations -
should be entertaining, and never the lecture-

type. A series of broadcagts, connected with
the literacy drive, could lead to measurable re-
sults - measured, for example, in easy-reading
conitests between two or more neighbouring
villagers/towns/countries.

*  “*The most successful contenders should be
rewarded if only through clear mention in the
national broadcast. The literacy lessons at the
villages of Bangladesh could be followed up by
‘active radio listeners’ clubs (ones already exist
in Bangladesh and overseas} which will eventu-
ally and hopefully. spread literacy further. and
far beyond what the network of radio broad-
casts already do, both locally and internation-
ally.”

Some 27.000 tonnes of
aman crops were saved last
vear by killing more than 18
lakh rats across the country.
reports UNB.

Revealing this at the inau-
gural function of the month-

Metropolitan s

Assﬂmates nr.i a_dmlrers waﬂmg over the mﬂ?n uf elderly
Communist Party leader Barin Datta at the party office in
the city. He died at the Dhaka Medu:al College Hospital
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— Star photo

Haniffa pays
farewell call
on Biswas

Outgoing Sri Lankah High
Commissioner Dr A N Haniffa
paid a farewell call on
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas at Bangabhaban yester-
dav. r ts UNB.

During the meeting,
President Biswas hoped that
the excellent bilateral rela-
tions that so happily exit be-
tween the two friendly SAARC
member countries would con-
tinue to grow in the dayq
ahead. .

. The Sri Lankan envoy ap-

preciated Bangladeh's efforts

for improving the socio-eco-
nomic rnndiuun of the people.

degree Celsius over Khulna, Barisal divisions and the regions
of Chittagong. Noakhali, Faridpur, Dhaka and may remain
nearly ‘unchanged elséwhere across the country.

Country’'s highest temperature 35.1 degrees Celsihus was

long "Rat Killing Campaign 94"
at Khamarbari in the city ves-
terday speakers said the
Agriculture Extension

_Department has taken up mbre -

27000 tonnes aman saved
as 18 lakh rats killed

Resqurces Minister M Majid-ul
Haque. addressing the [unction
as chief guest, called upon the
people to make "rat killing" a
social campaign to save corps
and guard against possible
spread of plague.

Rats are a dangerous enemy
of man because they destroy
foodgrains and spread the
germ of plague,. he said and
urged all to participate in the

ts

an adaptation of
Bertolt Brecht's

(248th staging)
tomorrow at 7 P.M.
at Mohila Samity,

New Bailey Road

Tickets :

- Sagar Publishers
New Bailey Road
or at the auditorium
before the show.
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Puntilia & his man Matti

ADMISSION OPENS FOR

| PLAY GROUP TO A-LEVEL
TRAINED FACULTY AND UPGRADED TEACHING.

Cultural

The Russian
Cenire .is going to organise a
children's drama group titled

"Studio Parus’, says a press
release issued yesterday by the
centre,

Interested children up to
12 years of age have been ad-
vised to contact the Russian
‘Cultural Centre, House-510,
Road-7, Dhanmondi R/A.
Telephone: 312319, 318531.

CAMPUS.

FORM.

'GREEN GEMS INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

34, Dhanmondi, Road No-3, Tel: 506205 5553

WHAT ARE
YOU
WAITING
FOR ?

Find out what your competitor already knows

.

Hutchison Bangladesh Telecom Limited

4 /Fir. Pacific Centre 14, Mohakhali C/A, Dhaka-1212,
Phone : 885281, 882186-7, Fax : B80-2-883575

FULLY EQUIPPED LAB. FAE€ILITIES IN THE

CONTACT OFFICE AND COLLECT APPLICATION

recorded at Bogra and the lowest 19.4 degrees at Dinajpur.

eflective programme to save
The sun sets today at 5:27 pm and rises tomorrow at 5:59

additional foodgrains this year.
Agriculture and Water

rat killing campaign. . T
The minister underscored
the importance of cleanliness
and said the campaign has
been launched: 1o create
awareness among .the people
about the harms caused by rats,
The campaign should not be
confined to its month-long ac-
tivities, he said. but carried out
round the year to make the
country [ree from rats. -
Agriculture Secretary M

Notice to Consignees
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| Akhtar Ali, director general of
e BIRONS w vﬁﬁl %L.. .?. _Feeger Vegsel | ""rﬂ.'faﬂe \p Aol No. | 0l O ""mw.ﬂ Agriculture Extension
e Kota Bintang | OW 84004 | 2310 Department Dr Md Ayubur
.wl‘lm i A ,.,; RIS | SO Rahman. Abdur Rauf, Abdul
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Maleq and Dr Abdul Karim also

addressed the function. _

Later, the agriculture minis-
ter distributed prizes and cer-
tificates to the three winners
for killing highest number ol
rals In different parts of the
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As Agents Friday
e . Morning session
e R:O0 Opening
.15 Religions programme
Alor Disheri
B:40 Film show: Wind in the
Willows
9:00 Programme foi :
Children: Amra Natun
9:300 Carteon show: Batman
10.00 News in English
1005 Moner Mukurey |
Standard Chartered Bank - a UK based International bank is looking to fill the position of : : E Zt:z::-:imp:i:a?:mmr | ]
2 Branch Manager for the bank's Chittagong operation This 15 a challenging and a growth ‘ Preseription
onented posthon 11 55 Musical programme:
Marami
The candidate should be in his mid-thirhes with a mimmum of 8 to 10 years of branch Ee session
banking experience The job is hwghly demanding and therefore requires a proven track - tvening
record of performance preferably in @ computerised and automated financial environment. i ”F: ijg’;‘;;::f - S—
The incumbent should also possess excelient communication ability in English and Mutant Ninja Turtles
Bengali combined with strong leadership guakties Sound technical competence in 145 Movie of the week: The
general banking as well as credit and marketing skiils are an essential pre-requisites for Conqueror
the position Knowledge of basic computer operations will be an added advantage 5.10 Khabar
P 5:25 Sports programme 3 g h#“'
A very compelitive salary wil be pand to the r canddate #8:00 Open University o
o 7:25 Musical programme Mlﬁ “ﬂuﬂm "
Applicants who fulfill the above guaiffication and experience should hand n thesr detailed 8:00 News in Bangla 2t content mere thae 199
C.V slongwith an appfication for the position, in confidence to the "The Head of Human | 8 (Comedy seriew: Peric
Resources”, Standard Chartered Bank First Floor, ALICO Building 18-20 Motijheel S0 :;;:f;{‘: e e s
Commaercial Area, Dhaka not later than 30th October 1964 Candidates who do not fulfill Ityade
the abové requirements need not apply Persons who will be shorthsted for the 1000 News in Endlish
preliminary interview will be contacted within two weeks from the last date of subMISSION 10:30 Drama series, Law and
apphcaion accompan ed CIrader ’
"o e | 1:30 Khabar/The News
| 140 Tomorrow s pro
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