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Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday spelt out
the resolve of her fovernment
to bring the entire natiofh un-
der a sanitation system, re-
ports LUUNB,

She said at least 50 per
cent people will be brought
under a sanftation system by
1995 ‘through vigorous gov-
ermnment efforts with the help
of the Unicef, other interna-
tional development agencies
and NGO's - .

The Prime Minister was in-
auguratin the National
Smfiutm 5&; — 1994 at the
Osmani Memprial Auditerium
in the city. The week is being
observed under the joint aus-
pices of the Department of
Public Health Engineering and
Unicef.

She said that about two
third people of the country
were still beyond any proper
sanitation system and stressed
the need for bringing them
within the system.

The Prime Minister said
proper sanitation and supply of
safe drinking - water were im-
perative for the development
of public health. The object of
the sanitation week is to Cre-

ate awareness among the peo-

for inspiring them to use
';:ﬂcnic latrines, she added.

She pointed out that 94 per
cent people were getting safe
drinking water while sanita-
tion coverage if only 35 per
cent. "We want to increase san-
itation factlity to 50 per cent
by 1995 and 80 per cent by

2000.
mﬂdts the government,

the Prime Minister said, the
people's representatives, local |
government councils, coopera-.
tive societies and non-govern-
ment voluntary organisations
could play a vital role in the

implementation of the sanita-

tion. ammes.

ressing the function,
Deputy Minister for LGRD and
Cooperatives Abdul Hye said
nearly 750 children below the
age of five-year die everyday
from diarrhoel diseases in the
country.

Unicef representative in
Bangladesh Rolf C. Carriere
said by having half of all house-
holds using llnﬂl;l'y Int:cnucu by
1995, Bangladesh is on
the way to achieving uhiversal
coverage for the safe disposal
of human excreta.

Salman Rahman _Eells press

FBCCI sectt will be
strengthened

By Staff Correspondent

e newly elerted presi-
derit of the FBCCL, Salman F
Hahman, vesterday said that
i first priority would be to
sirengthen the FBCCI secre-
tarial to enable the Federation

slay a moere active role in
representing the interests of
the country’'s business com-
ity

| am going to the federa-
rion with a dream to enable
'he business community to
¢ hange (the economic fate of)
society and we will do all that
5 needed to be done.”
pledged at a post election
press briefing in a local hotel.

Tu strengthen the secre-
| arial. be added, his immedi-
task would be to raise the
necessary funds of around two
¢+ three crore taka within the
1ext few months.

Rahman. a leading industri-
alist and the vice chairman of
‘e Beximco Group. polled
22| votes in Monday's elec-
rions while his nearest rival,
Redwan Ahmed. MP. got 123
WOLES

1 am very very happy and
pleased as | worked very hard
tor it. 1 went to the voters with
a specific programme and
isked the voters to vote for the
randidates of their choice. But
| also requested them to select
ir able candidate because the
lederation's role is increasingly
hecoming more important un-
der a free market economy,”
he said. "I am very grateful to
rhe business community and
the voters for electing me with
such an overwhelming major-
Y

He brushed aside sugges-
tionis that the rivalry with the
nther presidential candidates
would continue. "It is not a po-
litical situation here — that we
are in power and they are in
the opposition. My opponents
are all successful businessmen
and there is absolutely no
rquestion of rivalry here.”

Rahman also defended him-
self against allegations that he
would not be within the reach
of ordinary members of the
federation as he is a successful,
elite buyginessman. "l am a suc-

cessful person and as such |
am also a responsible person.
In order to discharge the re-
sponsibility vested in me | will
do everything that 'is needed
and to do that | have to remain
within reach. Otherwise, | will
fail and | am not a person*who
takes failure very easily.”

Asked how he is going t
remove the existing riﬁn%c-

tween the association group
and the c¢hamber group,
Rahman, while noting that he
is a former MCCI president
and has also been jnvelved in
at least 13 trade assotiations,
sald: "In my eyes there is no
‘fundamental difference be-
tween the two groups, we are
all businessmen. | admit there
is a rift .between the two
groups and this 1 feél must be
resolved. Hopefully, we will be
able to do that in the
interest of the business com-
munity.” - -
Responding

ilE

to aneother

question, he said it is not cor- -

rect to term the FBCCI as an
elitist organisation. "As the
federation did not have a
strong organisational lease it
could not fulfil the expecta-
tions of the member organisa-
tions and the smaller ones
have felt the effect more than
larger organisations.”

Asked if he would face any
problem in working with the

he -

FFW and the TR were’

political parties as ‘ope of the
presidential candidates is a
ruling party MP while another
is a former MP of the largest
opposition party, he replied in
the negative. "The election
was totally on a non-political
basis, it was ngt run AacCross
party lines, Businessmen from
both sides supported me." he
said. "1 will have no problem in
working with the present gov-
ernment, which is definitely
ve -private seclor.

r{iﬂﬂd that the primary
thing which the business
community seeks from the
government is to creaté and
enabling environment for the
development of the private
sector. "The federation’s role
will be tofhelp the government
in creating such an environ-
ment.”

Asked if he is concerned
about the court order for
maintaining a staius quo re-
garding the FBCCI elections,
which was issued on Saturday,
Rahman said: "I have not seen
a copy of the court order yet.
But frankly, | am not worried
about it as the voter turnout
was unbelievably high, almost
98 per cent, and this shows
the interest of the voters.” |

The elections, he noted,
were held in a free and fair
manner in an atmosphere of
goodwill and cooperation. "1
am confident that it (the court
order) won't be much of a
problem.” :

New accord
From Page 1 Col 7

several years to allow inspec-
tions of two suspected nuclear
wasle sites. - _

The West fears the sites arz
being used to store nuclear
waste that would prove
Pyonyang has been secretly de-
veloping a weapons capability.
North Korea maintains the
sites are for conventional mili-
tary uses and so’'are off limits
to international checks, which
could be a coverup for spying. =

The agreement WBuilds on
one reached in August in
which North.Korea offered to

_open up its nuclear facilities to

international inspection and
scrap its outdated atomic en-

ergy programme.

Wheat .

From Page 1 Col 8
made -available for the same
programme last year. - .

The wheat grants- fog the
the
government’'s own resources
since foreign assistance for
these two programmes were
not available. S

The FFW programme
a similar wheat shortage last
.year due to sudden withdrawal
of 1,20,000 tonmes. of wheat by
the US tion CARE. The
government had sanctioned
'50,000 tonnes to meet the
deficit, but failed to fill up the
gap that year. '

According
sources, the total food budget
of the Ministry of Disaster
Munagement .ind @elief for the
current fiscal “has also
been curtailed. Some 840,000
tonnes have peen sanctioned
for various 1eticl and rehabili-
tation prograimmes this year,

- which was 873.550 torines last

Besides the FFW: and the
TR, other schemes under dif-
ferent authorities are mostly
implemented with food aid
provided by the foreign don-
ors. :

t- 4

A painting competition for children was arranged to mark

the 40th founding anniversary of the Jatiya Press Club at the
club auditorium vesterday. The national institution turns 40

Ltomorrow.

— Star pi‘mto_

Recount shows
Tariqul won JS
Jessore-3 polls

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, October 18:; In
the recounting of ballots by the
Election Commission in the
Jessore 3 parliamentary con-
stituency, BNP candidate
Tariqul Islam, at present min-
ister for Posts and
Telecommunications, was de-
clared the wdnner.

The recounting - revealed
that Tariqul Islam had actually
secured 277 more votes than
his rival. Awami League candi-
date Advocate Roushan Ali, ac-
cordin¥ to local EC sources.

Earlier, after the Jativa
Sangsad elections held in
February, 1991 the AL candi-
date was declared elected se-
curing 56,683 votes while
Tariqul Islam's tally was shown
as 56,586. -

A case was fHed by, Tariqul
Islam alleging vote rigging by
the AL candidate.

Acting on a court order,
the recounting was completed
on Monday last. :

Senior Counsel TH Khan
appeared for Tariqul Islam.

Mentionably.. Advocate
Roushan Ali died on August 19
and the constituency was de-
clared vacant. The Election
Commission had even fixed
November 15 as the date for
by-elections. But following the
declaration of Tariqul Islam as

- the winner after the court-

ordered recount. lawyers here
informed The Daily Star that
there would now be no by-
election.

P

LONDON. Oct 18: Madonna

desperately wants to have a
baby. The raunchy singer also

says in an interview she may

have struck it lucky and found

her perfect partner at last, re-
ports Reuler.

The BBC, releasing brief ad-
vance extracts today of the
television interview which will
he aired on Sunday night.
mentioned no names when
referring to Madonna's new
INAIL
It also kept under wraps
Madonna's exact quotes about
the plans for her love life. All it
would reveal was that men
norinally feel thréatened and
undermined by her.

“At the age of 36, Madonna
tells of her passionate desire
to find a partner and start a
family,” the BBC says of
Madonna's interview, con-
ducted in Paris with the
comedienne Ruby Wax. .

Madonna said she regretted

the breakup of many love af-
fairs, particularly with screen
heart throb Warren Bealtly.

S ——— The Auaily Star
Sanitation for half the

population by '95 : PM

i some 500 to

5th Amendment desecrates
Constitution : Hasina

Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the
Consaditution was desecrated by
incorporating the 5th Amen-
dment that gave protectipn to
the "self-confessed killers” of
countiry's founding Fresident
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and members of his
family. reports UNB

Speaking at a funcuon at
the Engineers Institute
‘marking the 30th anniversary
of birth of Sheikh Russel who
was killed in the August 15

military coup. Hasina said

there is no precedent in the
history of civilisation that self-
confessed killers were ex-
empted from trial by the
Constitution

"Why | will be deprived of
seeking justice from the court
of law? Why | will not be al-
lowed to seek trial of the
killers of my innocent
brother?” she said in an emo-
tion-chocked voice. "I leave
the question to the conscience
of the people’™

The Awami League chief
asked the people to remain
ever alert against recurrence
of such tragic incident in the
country. "We want peace, we
want the return of normal life
in society. | am ready to sacri-
fice my blood for peace.”

Hasina alleged the ruling
quarters had banished all
democratic values. "We want t

Several thousand lawyers of
the Dhaka Bar Association
plan to go for an action pro-
gramme to press home their

demand for shifting the court
buildings to ‘convenient and’

accessible areas.’

"We have already started a
signature campaign which will
be followed by ether actions
including processions, rallies,

{ sit-ins and gherao,” said Abdus
1 Sabur,

general secretary of the
Dhaka Bar Association.
He said the Dhaka Bar cur-

{ rently has more than 6,000

meémbers who have been prac-
tising in about 60 courts lo-

| cated in the older part of the °

capital. More than 25 000
people freqtient the court
premises every day in connec-
tion with cases and other busi-

| NESSCs

"It takes almost two hours
to reach the court from
Gulistan because of traffic jams.
Moreover, the court areas have
become ' very congested and
unhygienfc,” he complained.

"The situation will worsen
within the next few years as
new lawyers
are getting enrolled every
year.” he pointed out.

The Dhaka Bar general sec-
retary alleged that Bar Council
member Golam Morshed died
from suffocation in an ovef-
crowded and small court
roomlast August. .

. "This atmosphere is reduc- .
ing our longevity.” he added.

Supporting the contention
of the Bar . Assistant
Attprney General Syed Abu
Kauser told The Daily Star that
a decision was almost finalised
in 1979 to shift the court
buildings to the Gulistan area
where the Osmany Uddyan,
Nagar Bhaban, Rail Bhaban and
Police Bhaban are located.

That deciston was not im-

plemented_for unknown rea-
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elections. the first to be held
under a direct voting system.

Redwan Ahmed, MP. presi-
dent of the Bangladesh
Garments Manufacturers and
Exporters’ Association
(BGMEA), was his nearest rival

Salman

_securing 123 vptes.

"Mirza Abu Mansoor of the
Hardware and Machinery
Merchants' Association was
next bagging 112 votes fol-
lowed-by Kazi Shafiqul Islam.
the outgoing vice president,
with 83. M A Kashem of the
Jute Spinners’ Association
with 42, Nurul Isldm of the
Cold Storage Association with
10 and F | Mohsin Bulbul with
three votes were the other
candidates in the fray.

Rashiduzzaman Dudu, pres-
ident of the Kushtia Chamber

of Commerce and Industry,
was elected the vice president.

securing 112 votes out of 219
votes cast. There were 226
registered voters in the
Chamber group.
Rashiduzzaman's nearest rival
was Abdul Latif Siddiqui of the
Tangail Chamber who polled
102 votes. -

Under the FBCCI constitu-
tion, the posts of president

‘and vice president rotate al-

ternately between the
Association group and the
Chamber groyp and this year
the presidential pest goes to
the Association group as the
incumbent, Mahbubur Rahman,
was elected from the Chamber
group.

Of the 15 ekecutive com-
mitiee (EC) mergber posis for
the Association group, the
Salman Rahman Panel bagged

new FBCCI chief

seven, the Redwan Panel five,
the Shafigul Islam Panel two
and the Mirza Mansoor Panel
one. n

The nmew executive commit-
tee is scheduled to take charge
of the federation on October
24 from the outgoing commit-
tec.

EC members elected from
the Salman Rahman Panel are
Niaz Rahim, Mchammad Ayub,

Amin Lasker, Faalur Rahman,

M A Kamal, Abul Hossain and
Taher Sobhan. |

The five members from the
Redwan Panel are Mohammad

Ali, who polled 298 votes —
the highest number — Fakhrul
Islam Munshi, A Gafur,
Shafiqullah Choudhury and M
Yurus.

Zafar Ahgeed Choudhury-was

the lone EC member elected -

from the Mirza Mansoor Panel
whil€ Khorshed Alam Mollah
and Yusuf Abdullah Harun were

_elected from the Shafiqul

Islam Panel.

~ In the Chamber group, the
Rashiduzzaman 'Panel, which
was backed by the council of
chamber presidents, bagged
10 of the 15 BC member posts.
Those elected are: Afzal
Hossain of " Narayanganj
Chamber; A Rob Choudhury of
Dhaka Chamber, Latifur
Rahman of the Metropolitan
Chamber, Mir Nasir Hossain of
Faridpur Chamber, Afzal Khan

. 'of Comilla Chamber, Zafrul

Islam Choudhury of Chittagong
Chamtber, Md Momtazuddin of
Bogra Chamber, Sk Nurul Alam
of Ferii Chamber, Md Jahangir
Alam Selim of Chandpur
Chamber and S M Nazrul Islam

L]

of Khulna Chamber.
~ The other five EC members
elected from the- Chamber

- group are Subid Ali of the

Bangladesh Chamber of
Industry, Md Faizul Huq Khan
of the Gazipur Chamber, Sk
Delwar Hossain of Bagerhat
Chamber, Fariduddin Ahmed of

‘Brahmanbaria Chamber and

Nazibur Rahman of Rajbari
Chamber. :

Official results of the elec-
tions are expected to be de-
clared by the federation's

- ‘election board later today.

A record number of 82 can-
didates contested for the 32
executive posts in the FBCCI,
which represents 132 trade
associations and another 55
chambers from around the

country.

This year's polls were

- marked by unprecedented fer-

vour among the business cir-
cles. .

Felicitations

Meanwhile, different asso-
ciations and Chamber bodies
yesterday hailed Salman F
Rahman on his election as
president of the FBCCI.

The Bangladesh Chemists
and Druggists’ Samity, the na-
tional association pharma-
ceuticals traders, felicitated
Rahman, Deputy Chairman of
the Beximco Group, hoping
that the federation would be

able to-resolve various prob-

lems of the business commu-
nity under the leadership of
the newly-elected president.
The Dhaka Chamber also
hailed Rahman's election.

(See also Pages 6.,7).

rrespondent

bring an end to this ~

She sugiested that steps
should be taken to rehabilitate
the slum-children known as
tokai by giving them techni-
cal education and jobs.

The AL President recom
mended the proposal made
by the Russel Shishu-Kishore
Parishad to set up an institute
in the name of Russel, her
youngesi brother. She said that
the new generation should
know the correct history of
the Bengali ‘natiobn and its
heroes.

Presided over by Ragibur
Rahman, President of the
Parishad. the function was ad-
dressed by Razia Matin
Chowdhury. Suman and Nabila
Al

Hasina distributed prizes
among the students who made
outstanding results in this
year's SSC examination.

Meanwhile, Hasina yester-
day protested the bomb atlack
on the residence of Abdur
Razzak MP and blamed gov-
ernment for it.

She demanded immediate
arrest and exemplary punish-
ment of those involved in  the
bomb attack on Razzak's resi-
dence. .

Several home-made bombs
were hurled at the Dhanmondi
residence of Razzak on Monday
night. He was unhurt.

He said. every body, irre-
spective of party affiliation,
supports the demand for shift-
ing the Dhaka Court to a“more
‘convenignt m

Mujibur an, a member
of the Bar, said the govern-
ment is earning huge revenues
from these courts. So, the au-
thorities should respond posi-
tively to the demand of the
members of this profession.

He said the court is now

106 year old. During the pe- .

riod. Dhaka city has changed
enormously. So, this old part
of the capital cannot afford the
pressure of such a crowd in
the court areas, Mujib added.
He also said that the peo-
ple will be happy if the court
buildings are shifted to a spa-
cious zone free from noise and
traffic jams and pollution.

Schoolboys

From Page 1 Col 8
Kurmitola High School. backed
by local people. blocked the

VIP read at a peoint only a few

yards from the Khilkhet police
outpost for the second consec-
utive day.

y had staged a similar
blockade at the same place
briefly Monday evening. :

Police,. however., swooped

“on'tHe students and passersby

with batons, injuring about a
dozen of them. d

Students and local people
alleged the police went into
action quite unnecessarily.
well after a senior journalist
present on the spot had suc-

cessfully convinced the’stu--

dents — with am assurance (0

highlight ~ their genuine
grievance — to lift the siege
and depart peacefully.

" Local people and students
complained that routine load-.
shedding from 6 pm to 10 pm
almost every night hadsmade
the lives of the inhabijtants in
the Khilkhet, Biswa Road and
Kuratola areas miserable. It
had ' especially affected the
students of the area whose fi-
nal examinations are due
shortly, prompting them to
opt for such demonstration.

‘The protest was aimed at
only drawing the attention of
the electricity department and
concerned 'authorities to their
plight, the students said.

They said, despite repeated
pleas to the electricity au-
thoritlies, there was no sign of
redressal. -

In the end; Inspector
Shahidullah, the officer in-
charge of Cantonment thana,

‘'within whose jurisdiction the

incident happened, displayed
good sense and helped diffuse
a potentially volatile siiuation
by apologising for the police
excess. He also ordered the
immediate release of two stu-
dents and four passersby who
were picked up by the police.

An unconditional apology
was also tendered to the jour-
nalist concerned who helped
in tactfully tackling the agitat-
ing students,

Kutubdia tragedy

- From Page 1 Col 7
No case had been lodged in
connection with the boal cap-

size till the filing of this report.
at nine last ; v
Meanwhile, two govern-

ment committees have started
recording the statements of
witnesses from the Kutubdia
channel area.

The search for more bodies
continued for the third day
yésterday. The
Commissioner again visited the
spot today. _
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MOSCOW
has submitted his resignation. a Moscow radio statien res

ported

Oct 18 Prime Minister Viktor Chernomiyrdin

tonight quoting sources close o President Boris

Yeltsin. Chernomyrdin cited health reasons. sasd the report

by Echo Moscow, reporis AP

Israel , PLO resume talks

CAIRO. Oct 18 Israel and the PLO today resumed auton-

omy talks here a week after Israel suspended negotiations in
the wake of a hostage crisis The talks in a Cairo hotel were

centred on elections to a
Council to run civilian
Bank

future Palestinian Autonomy
affairs in the Gaza Strip and West
"Each party will put forward fts suggestions.” sald

Hannine Jushurun, spokesworgan for the Israeli delegation,

reports AFP

From Page 1 Col 5

Highgrove to burn all the wed-
ding gifts neither of them
wanted, the book said

Mortdn's book was not due
to appear until November 15
and a London newspaper ac
cused Voici of having stolen
the manuscript.

Charles wanted to delay the
divorce until after the death of
his grandmeother Elizabeth. the
Queen Mother, fearing it would
cause her considerable pain.
But in the end. he agreed to an
earlfer date, according to the
magazine, :

The magazine said Morton s
book depicts both Charles and
Diana as preoccupied with
their image and in constant
fear of being snooped on by
one another It said they were

Dialogue
From Page | Col 4
Minister Be};#m Khaleda Zia
and Leader of the Opposition

Sheikh Hasina. .

The opposing political
camps are to hold the dialogue
on the basis of the three-padint
agenda set earlier by the

Commonwealth Secretary
General Chief Emeka Anyaouku

cludes the issue of strengthen-
ing of the Election
Commission, debating the
question of holding general
elections under a caretaker
government. and a code of
conduct for the political lead-
ers and activists.

After six days of hectic
parleys, Sir Ninian suycceeded
in convincing the parties con-
cerned to Begin a dialogue
with a view to resolving the
impasse.

Meanrwhile, sources close to
both camps told The Daily Star
that both the ruling party and
the Opposition would finalise
the list of their respective
teams for the talks today.

Charles,

last month. The agenda in- |

Diana
in constant battle with each
other since their 1992 separa-

tiorn, with the future care of

" the children the main topic of

contentjon.

Diana at one point threat-
ened to snatch the children
and flee to Australia because
she was aware that under the
law she had no legal right to
them. according to Voici.

"I am the biggest prostitute™
in the world,” Diana is quoted
as saying in the book, in de-
scribing her official role.

A report from London says:
Buckingham Palace said today
that Prince Charles and
Princess Diana had no plans
divorce, -

Share prices

From Page 1 Col 4

which showed losses Sunday
registered significant gains
yesterday. Only Beximeco Lid
and Beximoo Fisheries shares
remained steady on the two
days.

The number of issues of the
companies traded yesterday
also increased remarkably. The
increases were as follows: Bex-
imeo Fisheries— from 680 to
2260: Beximco Knit
1580 to 1920; B. .Pharma—
fromr 50 to 150; B.Synthetics—
from 760 to 3160; and Bex-
imeo Ltd from 5300 to 7500.

The number of issues of
Beximco Infusion traded yes-
terday was 40, while not a sin-
gle issue of this company was
traded on the previous day.

The increases in per share
price of Beximco and sub-
sidiary companies are as fol-
lows: Beximco Fisheries —from
Tk 235.00 to Tk 238.22: B.
Knitting—from Tk 184.63 to
Tk 186.84; B. Infusion-—Ifrom
Tk 526.00 to Tk 555.00;
B.Pharma—frgm Tk 1410.00 to
1427.38; B. Syntheétics—from
Tk 209.00 to 218.07; and
Beximco Ltd—from Tk 53:35
10 Tk 54.45.

From Page 1 Col 4
said most diplomats present
stated they were keenly ob-
serving the political situation
and offered their suggestions
in some instances.

Al diplomats talking to this
correspondent dinformed that
Sir Ninian, a former Governor
General of Australia and sea-
soned negotliater, was 'very
careful’ in not disclosing what
was happening, so far as the
dialogue was concerned. . -

"Sir Ninian did not even
brief us about the preliminary
developments. He just sought
our views on the situation,”
nne envoy said.
~_Another told this corespon-
dent that Sir Ninian welcomed
‘hard analyses' from the en-
voys, particularly
who were familiar with the
Bangladesh political scene and
who had been here for & long
time 'for enlightening him in
overcoming the present crisis.

" The British High Commiss-
joner, Peter Fowler, when
contacted, said: "We are very

are very wsupportive of Sir
Ninian's efforts." He declined

to elabarate.
Another diplomat said that
Sir Ninian, when asked about

Chakmas

From P } {:né 8
Bangladesh for conducting a

total review of the rehabilita-
tion process in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts. :
Accordingly, a delegation of
Chakma refugee leaders, ac-
companied by indian officials,
may visit the CHT shortly to
see for themselves the condi-
tion qf returnees before start-
ing the phase of homecoming.
© Such visits were under-
taken after the first phasé of
repatriation. A delegation I
by Upendra Lal Chakma an
another led by the Governor of
Tripura Ramesh Bhandari vis-
ited Bangladesh before starting
the second phase repatriation

in August this year.
A total of 5,198 Chakma

refugees belonging to 1028
families, out of over 50,000
who crossed over to India re-
turned home in February and

::;nwhﬂu, accordi o

reports trickling in from
across the border, the Home
Ministry of .India is scheduled
to hold a meeting in New Delhi
today to review the Chakma -
situation. ;
Tripura State Minister for
Hoeme P M Sayeed, Tripura
Governor Romesh Bhandari
and other concerned officials
were expected to attend the
meeting, the reporis said.

from those.

concerned about the crisis and -

"Commonwealth diplomats

his possible departure sched-
ule, replied he did not have
one. Bl
" Most of the diplemats
agreed the high tea meeting
had ended on a positive note. -

"Everyone wished Sir -
Ninian success. Nobody was
unduly pessimistie.” .

FEs' body stages
sit-in 1n CIty
By Staff Correspondent

The Central Action Council
of the Bangladesh Muktijoddha
Kalyan Trust has began a sit-in
demonstration at the
Swadhinata Bhaban premises
in- Motijheel since yesterday
to protest the proposed hand-
ing over of the building to pri-
vate ownership.

The council yesterday

warned the authorities that- if
the government did not with-
draw the decision, the free- )
dom fighters would gherao
the Ministry of Defefice on
Saturday next. .

The sit-in was led by coun-
cil convener Md Azizur
Rahman and member secre-
tary Khandker Abdul Karim

~ Sub-judge
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granted the bails.

Court sources said one
Abdul Hossain Talukder filed a
case with the court of Sub-
judge on September 1 chal-
lenging the appointment of
four dealers for open market
saless (OMS]) by a committee
headed by the DC. The plaintiff
alleged that the appointment
was uniawful. '

Hearing the case, the
learned Sub-judge asked the
above defendants to shew
cause why the appointment
should not be deemed illegal.
He had also ordered that the
status quo should be main-
tained regarding the L-
ment and asked the defen-
dants to appear hefore the



