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Playﬁﬂly Disastrous

In no other mode of journey the lives are so
literally put into the hands of the operator than
by a country-boat apologetically fitted with a
barely purring horse-power engine chugging
along the captive, rough waters within narrow
sea-lane. Anyone who once put to the sea from

Cox's Bazar even on board a properly powered
speed-boat or launch, headed for one of the
islets, Maheshkhali or St. Martin's Island or
Kutubdia, would recall the terrible battering his
boat had taken all the way, in and out, regardless
of seasons or the inter-play of tides.

‘Not anymore”, must have been the first words
uttered by him, if he were a visitor to the place.
on reaching to safety ashore. Yet, the people who
inhabit that sea-board area. which happens to be
configuration-wise one of the most turbulent bay
zones in the whole world — being cavity-like —
have to venture out to the sea with a religious
regularity driven by the dictates of life and living.

That is exactly the reason why caution cannot
be thrown to the winds by the private operators
ot river-craft who by default of a public sector in-
volvement in the area, monopolise the business
there. Does the virtual absence of a small scale
state sector marine operation absolve the local
authorities of their responsibility to oversee the
private operations and intervene, where neces-
sarv. to stop putting so many lives at such great
risk almost daily? Quite an assortment of patently
unseaworthy boats are plied, as if the incidence of
death by other forms of accident was not high
enough already.

I'he country-boat that capsized in the Kutubdia
channel on Sunday morning, drowning at least
100 people from amongst a bridal party of 170 on
board, bears testimony to the utter failure of the
authorities to enforce minimum safety standards
11 the mouth of the Bay. The boat, having an out-
board shallow tubewell engine, barely able to pull
1t along and which could accommodate at the
most 70 passengers, was carrying nearly three
times its capacity. Attempting to change direc-
tion;, with such a heavy load, compounded by the
lowest tugging power imaginable, the country-
craft could only tip on one side and meet its
mevitable watery grave. The boat, like perhaps
many others of its kind, bore no name meaning
that it plied unauthorisedly, though not obviously
~ecretively, without having been licensed or reg-
istered at all. Reports suggested that a union
parishad chairman owned and operated it refus-
g to be wiser from an accident which another
country-boat of his own had met with, in August
last, drowning 40 hives.

The all-round tragedy has been made the more
plaintive by the fact that the purpose of the jour-
ey was so auspicious, designed to herald a new
pair of lives, and that only eight out of the 80
women and children could be rescued from the
sea. But there was a streak of good luck for the
rescue operation in contrast to what we have
seerl about the Dinar-1l disaster near Chandpur.
'he local people and the men in their fishing
boats helped save many lives, recovering dead
bodies as well. That again brought to light how
delaved it can get for rescue and medicare opera-.
tion to reach the spot from the district head-
quarters which were barely 50 miles away.

Our sincerest condolences to the bereaved
tamilies whose losses are tragically so irreparable
but perhaps would be only fractionally redeemed
if we are able to avoid such a disaster in the fu-

Ture.
Reliving Lalon
When we remember Lalon Sain we do it on

purpose. The purpose is going through the mo-
tions of owning up debts to the old man who,
however, was not the one to care for repayments
- of any kind. Then why these motions? Because
these do pay and most of those that talk about
him and sing his songs are not disinterested in
this materially rewarding aspect of the formal
remembrances. This we say saddened by the fact
that whoever champions Lalon in talks or writ-
ings and researches, steers clear of being in-
fected by the ideas and teachings of the great sa-
vant poet-philosopher. Lalon has offered a fresh
. ground to be exploited, after Tagore and Nazrul,
by people not at all questing as Lalon did, for the
nature of the ultimate reality of man and the
world or laying bare the smallness and imperfec-
tions of social impositions. Nazrul has so far been
the worst victim of this mindless game of selling
to society a wholly distorted and wrong image of
those who had in their legacies the power to
shape the society as also the individual into some-
thing better than now. The great fighter against
communalism and the greatest bridge builder
over the Hindu-Muslim chasm, the revolutionary
committed to fashioning a society of equals shar-
ing in a common heritage and marching to a
common goal of a truly human society, is for
decades being used without let up to serve as a
Kalapahar to undo whatever he stood for with all
his life. Interest in a resurgent Lalon, one fears,
has already taken a prono
such distortion of the vilest design.
Although Lalon-geeti excels as a song-form it is
not for creating melodies that Lalon carved these
songs out of his mystic realisation of man and
society. It is the lyrics — the words and ideas that

must be got hold of first in order that Lalon is

relived and becomes relevant to the present-day
needs of our people. And, of course, his ideas of a
universal humanity which is one with a pantheis-
tic Unitarian God do respond to the needs of the

modern man. Although Lalon's inimitable lines, |

couched as they are by haunting rhythms and
melodies, reach out to strike a chord .or two in
many hearts among the illiterate masses, the
singers and the talkers and the researchers are
hardened souls wanting in such Chords. There is
a glorious exception to this rotten situation —
some of the bauls keeping assiduously to the
pristine form and spirit of the genuine Lalon,

must have been grasping Lalon as only he should

be grasped. Let them not die out under the
deadly weight of the greedy middle-class purvey-
ors of art and culture.

d turn_ tnwards

ICH and poorer nations
R clashed at the Waorld

Bank and the Interna
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)
annual meeting which ended
ot Ogtober 6. This year s
annual meeting was held in
Madrid World Bank and IMF
usually hold two consecultive
annual meetings in Washing
ton., where their headquarters
are, and then in the third
year.in a member country. The
Madrid meeting also marked
the 50th annjiversary ol the
founding of the two institu
tions and lasted lfor nearly two
weeks. As it happened. it also
turned out to be one of the
most contentious annual
meetings of the World Bank
and IMF.

The main controversy cen
tred on the IMF proposal for
an expansion of global hiquidity
by way of a substantial augmen
tation of reserves of SDRs
(Special Drawing Rights) for a
general distribution among the
member courntries. SDRs are
also called the IMF's currency
The Fund maintains the ac
counts of the member coun-
tries in SDR units. A composite

of the US dollar. German
mark, Japanese ven, French
franc and British sterling,

SDR is really an artificial cur-
rency unit. At the time of the
World Bank and IMF annual
meeting, one SDR was worth
about US $1.47.

A strapped international
liguidity situation provided the

' rational for creation of SDRs in

the late 1960s. New stocks of
SDRs can now be injected into
international reserves only if
there is a global need lor
augmenting ligquidity. This
time. the IMF had felt that
there might be shortage of in
ternational liquidity in the
coming years unless stocks of
global non-gold reserves were
expanded. The way to do this
was to create new SDRs and
allocate them to all the mem-
ber countries of IMF. 1t was
pomited out that international
reserves were adequate Tor

Rich and Poorer Nations Clash Again—

at WB/IMF 50th Anniversary

less than three months of im
port requirements of 55 per
cent of the couniries repre-
sented in the Fund. The situa-
tion of the former communist
slates was even worse and 67
per cent of them had reserves
equivalent to the minimum
three months of import. It was
estimated that the need for
non-gold reserves of all IMF
member countries would ex
pand by about 400 billion SDRs
over thve next five years.
Compared to the perceived
needs, IMF's plans for increas-
ing stocks of SDRs were rather
modest The Fund propesed a
general distribution of addi
tionial 36 billion SDRs over the
next five years to ifts 179
member nation. The amount is

equivalent to about $52 billion

and would have met only about
9 per cent of the anticipated
adflitional global need for re-
serves. The new allocation
would have gone to all the
member nations — both rich
and poor. However, the poorer
nations only were understand-
ably enthusiastic about the IMF
proposal, modest though it
was. Any accretion to their re
serves was welcome. [t would
increase their capability to fi

nance much needed imports
and service past debts. It
would be an indirect form of
development assistance. De-
veloping countries, therefore.
backed the [MF proposal
stoutly.

The rich nations at first
would have none of it. The
Group of Seven leading indus-
trialized countries (G-7 — Bri-
tain, Canada, France, Germany,
italy, Japan and the United
States) dismissed the IMF
proposal outright, declaring it
to be unnecessary. With the
growth of global capital mar-

ket, they said. there was no
need 1o augment international
liguidfty through a big expan
sion of the IMF's currency.
which the world's central
banks could cash in for dollars
and other f[reely convertibie
currencies. Rather, creation of
such new mdney by the IMF
would exert an expansionary
influence on the world's stock
of free currencies, which was
potentially inflationary, they
averred. They even said that
the IMF's move could set a
dangerous precedent which
presumably. would lead 1o
resurgence of financial indis-
cipline the world over

The poorer nations were up
in arms and strongly berated
the attitude of the G-7. There
was also another dimension Lo
this issues. The last infusion of
SDRs took place in [198].
Since then, some 37 nations,
mostly former communist
states — or, economies in
transition, as they are apt to be
called these days — have joined
the Fund. These newcomers
had no opportunity to gain ac-
cess to SDR's to supplement
their reserves. for the simple
reason that there had been no
fresh allocation after they
joined the IMF. The rich na-
tions conceded that this was
not quite fair. All the same, it
was perhaps more in the na-
ture of a damage-control exer-
cise that persuaded a couple
of (-7 member countries to

advance a compromise pro-

posal Besides the lormer
communist states. the princi
pal beneficiaries are also nexi
door neighbours of the Euro
pean members of -7

The compromise proposal
called lor a special allocation of
16 billilon SDRs, equivalent to
about $23 billion. The new
comers would undoubtedly
have been the main beneficia
ries. Certain poorer nations
possessing. good track records
with the IMF, would also have
shared the benefit. Developing
countries naturally viewed the
compromise proposal as re
strictive and took a strong
stand against it. At the same

?"'. e —

time. they mntinu:d to give
full backing to the original IMF
formulation for allocation of
new SDRs. As in other global
forums, the developing coun

tries are in a numerical major-
ity in the IMF. However. they
command barely 30 per cent
of the IMF votes while the G-7
countries represent about 45
per cent. New SDR allocation
requires approval of BS5 p{:r
cent of IMF votes. Thus the
compromise proposal could
not be carried through without
the support of the developing
countries,

The proposal for new SDR
allocation was perhaps the only
major initiative at the 50th an-
niversary meeting of the World
Bank and IMF. In the event,
the move fell through or at
least got stalled for another six
months. At the end of the

nieeting NOpFs WEere ex
pressec tha! rhere was still

measure of cooperation He
tween the rich and poorer na
tions which might vield a for
mulation acreptabie o all the
member countries Al the
SAame time. i1 DECAINE GQuile
clear that it was no longer
possible for any partcular
grouping o countries o imn
pose {18 will on the others it is
also 1o he !H-H—*ri thiat both the
proposals would have brought
benefits to the poorest coun
tries like Bangladesh There is

an estimate which says that
the G-7 compromise package
wotild have added more than
$4 hillion to the reservesa of

the poorest countries. How
ever, il lacked the trans
parency and automaticity as
envisaged in the original for

mulation with regard to access
to the new stock of S5DRs
Anyway, developing countries
opted to stand together on this
issue

Analysts in the West read in
the developing countries’ atti
tude on the SDR allocation is
sue, another proof of a new
assertiveness ol the poorer na
tions. They hark back to the
Uruguay Round negotiaticns
where developing countries
had resolutely opposed west
ern moves to link trade to
labour standards. human rights
and environment. Developing
countries. on the other hand,

. tend to interpreg the West's at-

titude as its continued faflure
to appreciate the needs of the
poorer nations.

During the imbroglio over
the SDR allocation issue, the
world's leading industrial na
tions told the developing
courntries in more or less clear
terms that they should go the
global capital market to raise

wkitiomial tunds 1T s true that
the how o f-lf'.rl'f‘l,g.f r:IT‘ddl.t cap-
ital to the developing countries
more than doubled ower
the three years since 1990
Estimates of anmual inflow of
foreign direct  investment
FOID in developing countries
iy 1993 vary from the World

has

Rarik's $56 bilhon to the UNC
FAD) s U nited Nations Confer-
erice on Trade and Develop-
ment] $80 billion These dif-
Ierences 4skde. there @ Do
lenving the fact that FDI in
the developing countries has
surged in recen! years. The
poinit 15, could the flow of pri
vate rmr'.gr. capital be consid-

ered adegquate even at its cur
rent higher levels to meet the
nieeds of Lthe poorer nations for
financing development. In
other words can these coun-
tries do without increased offi
cial development assistance?

Estimates of the developing
countries annual requirement
of additional huinds for financ
g infrastructure investment
over the coming years range
from $200 to $300 billion. De-
veloping ceuntries need to
build up infrastructure factli-
ties not only to improve the
living conditions of their peo-
ple, but also to attract FDI.

True, cheap labour attiracts
foreign investors to developing
countries. However, the cost
advantage to the foreign in-
vestor accruing from cheap
labour could as easily be wiped
ofl when infrastructure facili-

Lies such as dependable power

supply, adequate transporta-
tion netweork, are lacking. The

gap between the level of inflow
of FDI and the perceived needs
for infrastructure investment

is clearly too wide to be met by .

the developing countries from
their own savings. The time
has not come yet for the rich
nations to choke off new av-

enues for the developing coun-

tries to augment their re-
sources through such mea-
sures as additional ajlocation of
SDRs.

Economic Growth Fails to Ease Lives of Asia's- Poor

Depthnews Reports from Bangkok

: VERY night in many
parts of the world,
some 550 million peuo-

ple go to bed hungry.

Of
1994 population of 5.6 billion.
more than a billion live in a
state of absolute poverty with
income and consumption
levels below nationally difined
poverty lines. These people
survive without many of life's
basic necessities on an income
of less than US $370 a year.

For the poor, life ex-
pectancy in short. Disease.
hunger, malnutrition and

crime constantly threaten she
life and limb of these people.
Although the poor are in
virtually every country. the
overwhelming majority are in
the developing world. The
Asia-Pacific, home to about 3.6
billion people — almost 64 per
cent of the global total — has
also most of the world's poor.
The annual Economic and
Social Survey of Asia and the
Pacific, issued by the United
Natlons Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP), said : "Nearly
three-fourths of the world's
1.1 billion poor people live in
the ESCAP region. In terms of
absolute numbers, the poor are
highly concentrated in the re-
gion's more populous and
densely inhabited countries
such as Bangladesh, China,
India, Indonesia and Pakistan.
The proportion of the poor in
several other countries with
small to medium-size popula

tions is also quite high".

“The latest data indicate
that Bangladesh, China, India.
Indonesia, the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran. Nepal -‘Pakistan,
Philippines, Sri Lanka, and

Thailand, together contained
some 465 million poor
people.” it said.

ESCAP also pointed out that
the number understated the
magnitude of poverty since the
data included only the rural
poor for Bangladesh, China and
the Islamic Republic of Iran.
"Aflghanistan, Cambodia, Lao
People's Democratic Repubilic,
Myanmar, Papua New Guinea
and Viet Nam are probably
other countries with sizeable
populations below the poverty
line; the relevant information
for these countries is not avail-
able.” it said.

The rural poor represent
more than 80 per cent of the
total number impoverished
peaple in developing coun-

Sir, The government has
reduced interest rate on
General Provident Fund IGFF}
of the gpvernment empl
from l4; per cent to 13-—
cent. It f6 well known m&
government employees are not
squarely well paid. For this

reason, it is hardly possible for

them to save money. Their
forced saving is GPF. They

depend on that saving
at the end of their long service
life. Virtually it is their last re-
sort. .

In view of this reality, we
would like to request the con-
cerned authority to refix thﬂ
rate of interest on GPF at 14

per cent. In connection witl?
this we need to mention that -
(Deposit

interest on DPS

the world's estimated -

Ay ‘qualitatively

tries. South Asia, home to 30
per cent of the world's popula-
tion. accounts for almost half
ol the world's severely impov-
erished people.

The UN agency also
stressed that poverty is not
simply and exclusively a rural
phenomenon. Neither is it
more severe in its impact in
rural than in urban areas.

“The urban areas generally
have better health., education,
water and sanitation facilities,
but, the access of the urban
poor to those facilities is nei-
ther guaranteed nor necessar-
than
these available to the rural
poor. The urban poor sulfer

from squalid housing, contam-

inated water, chemical pollu-
tion, and a congested and un-
healthy environment, condi-
tions generally worse than
those facing the rural poor.”
the Report said.

Poverty not only continues
to worsen in urban areas but,
according to the Survey, the
decline in the incidence of
poverty in these places has not
been as fast as in rural areas.
“This is because urban poverty
is partly a spillover from rural
poverty through the migration
of the rural poor to urban areas
in search of job opportunities,”
it pointed out.

FPoverty has also begun to
'swell in the developed nations.
In the United States and
Eurdpe, nearly 15 per cent of
the populgtion live pelow the
poverty line.

Thus, at present, one out of
every five people lives below
the poverty line. Some 13 to
18 million people die every
year of poverty-related causes.
Moreover, the ranks of those
suffering extreme poverty are
expected to increase four-fold
within one lifetime if current
economic and demographic
trends continue.

UN Secretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali laments,
"The world is suffering from a
social and moral crisis which,
in many societies, is of im-
mense proportions.”

He stressed : "It is unac-
ceptable (hat individuals and
societies with the fewest re-
sources — the poor, the uném-
ployed, the weak and the vul-
nerable (should have to bear)
the greatest burden of the
economic and social transfor-
mation ol our world".

As the problem of poverty
has hecome global in scope

Pension Scheme) is still 15
per cent.

Shenly Jahangir
Circuit House. Dhaka.

Computerized results

Sir, Recently the govern-
ment has taken a good step
towards improving our exami-
nation system. It has comput-
erized the SSC and HSC exam-
inations ; .script evaluation.
There were many allegations of
corruption in the script exam-
ination under the previous sys-

‘tem. It was probably because

one could easily identify the
scripts of candidates of some
selected schools or colleges. It
naturally left some room for
manipulation. The present sys-
tem seems to have put an end
to this practice. '

The effect of this new sys-
tem is clearly demonstrated in

and with national boundaries
becoming increasingly less
rigid. its solution could not be
other than the result of the
collaboration and cooperation
of the international commu-
nity.

Responding to the socially
deteriorating conditions
worldwide, the UN is spear-
heading the World Summit for
Social Development to be held

6-12 March 1995 in Copen-
hagen, Denmark. [t will
address three issues, . poverty.
hn__ﬁ:l;ym"lt and al dis
integration. :

Mr Ghali explains this UN
initiative "The United

Nations' role is to be in the
forefront of social progress.. .
The Social Summit will be
both a test and an indication of
the commitment of interna-
tional society to help the mos!
impoverished. This is .a ren-
dezvous that we must not
miss.” "

He said it is the ultimate
responsibility of governments
to ensure that current major
problems — poverty, unem-
ployment and gsocial disinte-
gration — are addressed
through principles based on
social justice and democracy.
Actions to deal with these is-
sues must be built on respect
for human dignity, individual
freedom and equality of rights
and responsibilities.

The UN official said : "The
globalization of economies
(characterized by increasing
interdependence in everything
from markets to population
movements to dectsion-mak-
ing modalities] should benefit
all people.” .

This concern about ensur-
ing that benefits are spread to
all people is shared by the
Asia-Pacific where, despite
impressive economic growth
rates in many countries, large
pockets of populations remain
impoverished.

"Notwithstanding the eco-

nomic growth and political re- .

forms recorded in developing
countries across. Asia and the
Pacific in recent years, the re-
gion's fundamental social ob-
jectives of the eradication of
absolute poverty, enhancement
of population participation and

realization of distributive jus- .

tice have ‘yet to be fully
achieved,” ESCAP said.
ESCAP, in anticipation of

the Copenhagen meeting, is

sented,

holding the Asian and Pacific
Ministerial Conlerénce in
Preparation for the World
Summit for Social Develop-
ment in Manila 12-18 October.

The centrepiece of the
week-long ministerial confer-
ence is the draft Social
Development Agenda for the
ESCAP Region into the
Twenty-first Century. The draft
addresses critical issues by
identifying specific courses of
action to be taken by the coun-
trica in the EElrfi:gh:ln. individually

and togeth

"With this Agenda. the gov-
ernments of Asia and the
Pacific reaflirin their commit-
ment to the region’'s social de
veloprment objectives by adopi
ing a series ol specific. time-
bound goals and targets, as
well as the means for assessing
national and regional progress
towards the attainment of
those goals and targets.
ESCAP saird,

The Agenda, according to
ESCAP, was adopted in antici-
pation and in support of global
initiatives to be considered at
the World Sunimit
three themes ol poveriy allevi-

It vasts the,

ation. social integration and
employment expansion in
terms ol specific priorities and
actions for the region. It also
byuilds upon the Social
Development Strategy for Asia
and the Pacific towards the
Year 2000 adopted by the
Fourth Asian and Pacific
Ministerial Conference on
Social Development in Manila
in 1991

The Agenda identifies social
development goals and targets
for the ESCAP region. It also
sels pul the means govern-
mentg-should employ to pur-
sue them.
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(Role of an International Institution in

Poverty Alleviation through NGOs

ANADA is one ol rhe

richest countries in tHe

world and plays a wvital
role in poverty alleviation of
the third world under-devel-
oped countries extending
cordial support to the devel-
opment organizations in.Asia,
Africa and Latin America with
financial assistance. This assis-
tance especially is extended to

the sector of poverty allevia-

tion, as well as human resour-
ce development, formulation of
effective development strategy
and research etc.
training in these fields the
Canadian Government has
utilized a training institute in-

ternationally reputed as Coady

International Institute, an ex-
tension of St Francis Xavier
University of Novos Scotia.
Coady Institute arranges
regular training course for
third world development or-
ganizations. This year trainees
from 51 countries of Asia.
Africa and Latin America took
part in the training course. Md
Shafiqul Haque Choudhury.
Chief Executive, Association

for Social Advancement (ASA),

a development NGO in
Bangladesh, presented four
papers in the course as a
Visiting Fellow. All, however,
related to the activities of his
organization with, of course
reference to poverty allevia-
tiomn.

In the first phase he pre-
among trainers of
Coady, the development ap-
proach in transition explaining
the self-reliant development
model (of ASA) which includes
an elfective combination of so-

To impart .

" work

by A Correspondent

cial and economic pro-
grammes towards poverty alle-
viation. The second phase in-
cluded discussion on emer-
gence and growth of NGO's. He
pointed to the socio-economic
condition of Bangladesh in
which NGO's had to start
working while explaining the
state of present working situa-
tion. In the third phase he dis-
cussed about group formation,
programme implementation,
impact assessment and evalua-
tion of participatory develop-
ment programmes — all that
ultimately towards
poverty alleviation of the rural
poor. He further shared expe-
rience of ASA's savings and
credit operational techniques,
utilization of fund through re-
volving process; decentraliza-
bion of administration & man-
agement and self-reliance of
the landless poor. In the fourth
anel concluding phase, he put
soie suggestions regarding
whalt should be the relation-
ship and communication strat-
egy of Coady with other NGOs
as development institution
stressing upon the need for
changing the nature and pro-
cess of some Coady pro-
grammes to suit the require-
ments more effectively. For
development is a dynamic pro-
cess which cannot be kept
confined within a limited
sphere. It changes with the
change of time, situation and
environment. He mentioned
that after liberation of
Bangladesh, NGO activity in
the country was mainly reliel

oriented but afterwards, it has
changed and expanded and
presently,- programmes on de-
velopinent educationi, aware-
ness and conscientization,
poverty alleviation through
economic empowerment have
become popuiar.

At present, economic em-
powerment and self-employ-
ment of the poor is a very
powerful approach. It aims to
upgrade human status through
eradication of hunger and
poverty. Many rich countries
including Canada have been
providing financial assistance
to achieve this goal in many
poor third world countries. But
there still prevails a gap be-

tween the developed and un-.

der-developed countries in re-
spect of meeting the target.
And there is no exception in
case of Coady too. It extends
training on social development
without, however, much em-
phasis on economic empow-
erment of the needy poor. To
make the process truly effec-
live a change in the curriculum

is needed, and as observed by -

Mr Choudhury, social and eco-
nomic development activities
should be conducted through
an integrated process. And as
such a proposal to revise Coady
training curriculum to make it
consistent with the present
need and trend of develop-
ment, which of course should
be on the basis of field level
experience, was accepted.

After all the aim is powverty
alleviation of the r in un-
der-developed countries. All
efforts in that need to be prac-
tically effective. .
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This year's SSC results of all . festival is such that the stu-
the Boards. In the past, Cadet International Student deiits were able to meet and
Colleges under all Boards FestnmlinNorway discuss their individual expe-

dominated the rgauifs table.
Students of these colleges oc-
cupied most of the top twenty
positions under each education
board. It naturally gave the im-
pression that they were the
best. This year they cut a very
sorry figure. It is true that
these colleges admit good stu-
dents; they have good teachers
and their management is also
good. These are. of course, not
enough to reasons justify their

results every year. The
significant absence of Cadet
College students from this
years top positiens in the S5C
exams in almost all the Boards,
raises questiops about the old
system and justifies the intro-
duction of a new one.

Nazial H Choudhyiry
University Campus, Rajshahi

Sir. This letter is In regards
to the International Student
Festival in Trondheim, Norway
where students from Bangla-
desh participated for 10 days,
B-15 October. The topic of the
festival, "Human Rights”, is
especially pertinent today
given the events around the
world. 1 believe this will be an
important event given both the
topic of the festival and the
thoroughness in which it was
covered. The siudent festival
this year engaged 500 students
[rom over 100 different coun
tries in seminars, small-group
discussions, and themalic
meetings on topics such ‘as
suppression, refugees, geno-
cide, and human rights and
population growth. The siruc
ture and organization of the

riences sa theyv can collectively
better understand what the
fundamental human rights are.
Hopefully. a festival statement
on human rights can be agreed
upon and the students will
share this with their respec-
tive countries.

We were fortunate to have
as guests at the f[estival three
noteworthy world figures who
can accurately speak on huinan
rights: His Holiness the 14.
Dalai Lama of Tibet, who spoke
on the suppression of human
rights in Tibet, Dr Nafis Sadik,
the under-secretary general of
the United Nations and the
head of the UN population
fund and Taslima Nasreen ihe
self exiled Bangladeshi writer
Dr Sadik spoke on hurman
rights as it relates to popula

and Taslima
Nasreen spoke on womens
rights and the freedom of ex-
pression. The opening of the
f[estival was addressed by Dalai
Lama and Gro Harlem Brund-

tinn  growth

tland, the Prime Minister of
Norway.

The tremendous diversity of
culture and the types of
‘human rights violations' that
was shared by the students
made this festival unique. a
was a tremendous opportuni
for the students and others
who were interested to mo-
bilise support. | think it would
be very beneficial both to the
students of ISFIT and human

. rights in general, if you could

help us share this information
through your newspaper

Jovsph J Grzymski
International Press Relations
Jor ISFIT 1994,
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