Bangladesh to get full

DV-1 quota of 3850

Star Report

The Bangladeshi winners ol
the diversified visa 1 (DV-1)

US immigrant visa letiery pro-
gramme are likely to fulfil the

maximum country gquota of

3850 wisas, according (o a
Lilited States embassy official
vesterday.

“The country quota for
Bangladesh under the DV-]
programme is likely Lo be met
as the nuinber of apphcants is
quite high. said Kathleen
Rochester. Information Officer
at the United States Infor-

mation Agency.
' The number of confirmation

letters issued to the DV-1 l6t-
lery winners in Bangladesh,
she added. ts expected to ex-
ceed the country quota as
some winners man not avail
the opportunity while some
nthers may not fulfil the U3
visa eligibility requirements.
However. Rochester
pointed oul that the exact
number of confirmation letters
issured to Bangladeshi winners
ot DV-1 lottery is not available

with the m:hunv ul the mo-
ment

"Even ihe ruumldlnr SEC-
tion lat the emubassy! does not
know exactly how many letters
have been issued so far. be-
cause these were issued inde-
pendently by the National Visa
Centre in New Hampshire."

The US Embassy expects 1o
receive a complete list of those
who were issued confirmation
letters by late December ol
early’ January next, she said.

Under the DV-1 pro-
gramme; 55000 US immi-
grant wvisas would be issued
worldwide during the US fiscal
year 1695, Applications were
received between June 1-30
this year,

Meanwhile. the US Embassy
in the capital has fixed special
hours every week for DV-1
winner visa applicants. All such
visa applicants have been re-
quested to contact the em-
bassy every Tuesday from 11
am to 12 noon and from 2 to 3 °
pm. Rochester said.

Condolence
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tvie ternal peace for the de
pail bl sonals.

i'rime  Minister Begum
khaleda Zia said she had no
lanigilage to express her gried
ot the wictims. She condoled
(he deaths and conveyed her®
deep sympathies to the mem-
hers ol the bereaved families.

The Prime Minister also di-
rcted the local administration
& gear up the rescue opera-
| HENES

Leader of the Opposition in
Farhament Sheikh Hasina con-
veved her heartfelt sympathy
iy the members of the be-
reaved families,

She also demanded a judt-
E enguiry anto the incident

Non-gazetted
employees’
strike Oct 24-25

By Staff Correspondent

The non-gazetted govern-
nenl employees will observe a

<1rike on October 24-25 Lo
yress home their 14-point
ernamnd.

This was said b)f convenor
| the haison commitiee of the
tingladesh Government Em-
vl ees Coordinauon Council
vl Bangladesh Government
Fiuiplovees  Selidarity Council
Mohiuddin vesterday.

he Haison body will an-
nounee a greater action pro-
gramme on November 6 if the
demands were nol accepled by
then., he told newsmen at a
¢ ity holel vesterday,

Earlier. the Class [l and IV
government employees ob-
served four-hour strikes [rom
(ctober 8 to 10,

Their demands include a 30
ner cent dearness allowance,
selection grade, regularisation
il employees now working
contract basis, filling up one-
third of the 747 posts of assis-
1At secretary by promoting
he non-gazetted employees
and transfer of employees in
the development secter to the
revenue seclion.

New commissioners

meet Hasina

Sheikh Hasina yesterday
sald next three national elec-
tianis should be held under
neutral caretaker government
to institute a system of free
and fair polls in the country.
reports UNB.

Voting right of the people
lias 1o be established by realis-
ing the demand of national
clection under a caretaker
governmen{.” the Awami
League chief and Leader of the
Opposition told the newly-
elected woman commissioners
of Dhaka City Corperation
|DCC) and their supportérs at
her Minto Road residence.

97th.

Two robbed of
in city

- By Staff Correspondent

Muggers snatched over Tk
5.70 lakh after stabbing two
emplovees of a travel agency in
the citys Motijheel area ves-
lerday.

Moniruzzaman and Anisur

Raliman. cashier and his assis-
tant respeclively of Meredial

Travel Agency at 165 DIT
Extension Road were waylaid
and stabbed by muggers at 2
P,

According to witnesses, the
muggers believed o be waiting
on the road exploded huge
crackers when the two men
came nearer. They stabbed
them. snatched two hand bags
containing the money and fled
the scene by an auto-rickshaw
after the hriel operation.

Moniruzzaman in his hospi-
4l hed said. "The mishap oc-
curred when we were walk-
ine to our head office at 165
NIT Extension Road with the
poney from  a nearby branch
ullice.”

Badly wounded. Anisur
Raliman was operated upon at
the Dhaka Medical :College
Hospital (DMCH]. He was in
the post-operative unit last
night in a critical condition.
Moniruzzaman was admitied
to the same hospital with stab
warinds in his hands.

Police stren 5gth
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Said the magazine:
easiest place to escape :he

long arm of the law is
Bangladesh. the hardest is
Kuwait.” In Kuwait, there is a

policeman for every 80 citi-
FEeINs. '

The police-people ratio has
much to do with a country's
size the magazine maintained.
The best-patrolled places tend
1o be small island states.

An exception is Irag. where
the government likes to keep
an eye on everyone, the
magazine in its New World
Order column said. There is
only one policeman to look
after 140 Iragis.

Low-crime Japan has fgwer
policemen per thousand citi
zens ' than the United Staics
where criminal violence is a
big problem.

Globally. Pakistan ranks
90th with one policeman for
625 people while 728 Indians
are looked after by one po-

-liceman placing the subcon-

tinental pgiant 96th on the list.
Sri Lanka has one police-
man for 860 people, ranking
In Nepal, the ratio is
one for every 1,000 peouple,
putting in the lnﬂ-th pnslﬂnn

Opposition for dialogue| Cloud over FBCCI polls

From Page | Col 4

tions.” Opposition Chief Whip

Mohammad Nasim said.
Briefing newsmen last-night

he said the main topic of the

dialogue must be the constitu-
tional guarantee to hold na-

tional elections under a neutral '

non-party caretaker govern-
ment.

The proposed dialogue may
be held at the Commillee
Room or Cabimet” Room of
Sangsad Bhaban, he said.

Nasim cautioned that the
government will be responsi-

ble “if it tries to buy time in
the name of

had decided to join a meaning-
ful dialogue with the gove
ment alongside their course of
prt-ﬂumltmprmfur

) z with

C“mﬂ!mtllfh -envoy Sir
Ninian, Leader of the Oppo-
sition Sheikkh Hasina and other

ﬁmmm cle- .
mmum:trd

:mm:tndtnthg

people for realising the de-

mand for a neutral caretaker -

government and the Oppo-
sition will not compromise on

this demand,” Nasim said.
. Our Staff Correspondent

| quoting an Oppesition source

adds: Shetkh Hasina during the
meeting with her tion
collea asked all of them
individually whether .they
would aecept any compromise
on the caretaker issue. All the
leaders, according to the
source, assured Hasina that
they would not accept anything
short of a caretaker govern-
ment for the forthcoming elec-
tions.

The meeting was attended
by Deputy Opposition Leader
Abdus Samad Azad, Tofael
Ahmed., Matia. Chowdhury,
Rahmat Ali. 8 S Halder and
Sheikh Harunor Rashid of
Awami League, Barrister
Maudud Ahmed, Anwar Ho-
ssain Manju and Manirul Haq
Chowdhury of Jatiya Party,
Maulana Matiur Rahman. Ni-
zami, Maulana Abdus Sobhan
and Sheikh Ansar Ali of Ja-
maat-e-lslami, Suranjit Sen-
gptl of Ganatantri Partly and

lahuddin Qader Chowdhury
of NDP.

a dredger ( picture on left)
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the dredging spot,

Thousands aof people
ﬂrerl.cd the Communications
Minister when his motorcade
reached the venue. The whole
area wore a festive look on the
occasion.

The one and a half-hour in-
augural function was also ad-
dressed by. among others,
State Minister for Establish-
ment Aminul Huq., State
Minister for Land Kabir
Hossain, local parliament
members Abdus Salam ahd
Shajahan Siraj. MP from
Sirajganj Mirza Muraduzzaman.

. Authority Mohammad Ali and
Secrelary. Roads and High
Ways Division, Rezaul Hayet.
Executives of the consiruc-
tion firms concerned, diplo-

tended the tnaugural function.
Massive construction activi-
ties were visible in the project
areas. The construction firms
have earmarked certain areas
and installed various equip-
‘ment.
levelling the grounds and
workers were stacking stones
and boulders in neat piles.
Dutch firms Ham and Van
Oord ACZ JV are jointly carry-
ing oul the 276-million dollar
river training werk. Il is a mg-

‘Executive Director of the JMB

- malts. MPs and high officials at-

Bulldozers were seen’

Jamuna Bridge construction

jor component of the project
since the mighty Jamuna is an
unpredictable river causing
massive crosions. A JMBA offi-
cial said told The Daily Star if
the (raining work is not cem-
pleted on schedule. it may be
difficult to control river ero-
sion.

South Korean firm Hyundai
Engineering and Construction
JV will construct the main 47-
span and four-lane bridge un-
der a 247.4 million dollar
contract. The [irst consign-
ment of equipment from the
company has already reached
the Mongla Port. Detailed soil
investigation and pile testing
will start next month. An area
ol 20 hectares of land for the

firm is to be handed owver to -

the company on January 156
next. The river Dhaleshwari is
to be closed to facilitate vehic-
ular movement to the east end
of the bridge on the same date.

Another Korean firm
Samwhan, which won the 55.7
million dellar contract to con-
struct the approach road on
both sides of the bridge, has
already completed the ground-
work in Elenga union on the
eastern side and Nalka union
on Lthe western side of the
Jamuna. It starts the construc- -
tion work in full swing next
month

Communications Minister Oli Ahmed inaugurated the construction work of the 700-million
US dollar Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge at Shyamshoil in Tangail yesterday by switching on

— Star photo

The World Bank, the
Development Bank and lht
Government of Japan will pro-
vide 200 million dollars each
for the project while the rest
will be provided by the
Bangladesh mment.

Ol Ahmmrﬂd the feor-
elgn contractors and their lo:

cul agents o complete the
work within Lthe stipnlated

time . "None found responsible
for delaying of the project will
be spared.” he said. People re-
sponsible for any malpractice
concerning the project would
be brought to task, he added.

The minister said that the
project would need the acqui-
sition of 5,680 ac¢res of land on
both sides. of which 3 B06
acres have already been ac
quired. The affected persons
were being given proper com-
pensation under the existing
law, he said

O}i saild the bridge would
also help maintain ecological
balance in the north-western
region as forests were being
desiroyed in the absence of
natural gas and adequate elec-
tricity which have been creat-

- ing an adverse effect on envi-

ronment as well as decreasing
agricultural production.

The Communications Minis-
ler said that railway track
would be set up on the bridge,

'UN projects
Dhaka's call for
priority to
local expertise

Bangladesh has called for
sustained ellorts to increas-
ingly focus on the much-felt

more responsive to national
prioritics, Bangladesh delegate
to the current session of the
United Nations General
Assembly Justice T H Khan
told a United Nations meeting
on "Operational Activities for
Develdpment,” reports BSS.

According to a message re-
ceived in Dhaka he told the
meeting last Friday that a great
deal of attention has to
given to the need for ‘enhanc-
ing national capacity for na-
tional execution of such pro-
grammes. e United Nations
systemn is in a unigue position
t0 help member countries by
imparting training to its na

' tionals in this crucial-area. he

added.

The Bangladesh delegale
emphasised that in the formu-
lation ,and implementation of
United Nations projects at the
field level, priority should be
given for maximum utilisation
of loeal expertise. - Decen-
tralisation and  delegation. of
authority to the fi

should take place in an
enviroment of trust and confi-
dence beiween the headquar-

need to make the programmes
under operafional activities

opera-
tions is very important and .

ters and the field officers, he

ommonwealth emissary

From Page 1 Col 3

the provisions of the Ceorts-
titution. the sources added.
Replying to a query as to
what she would do in case the
dialogue failed. the Prime

Minister reportedly told Sir\

Ninian that she would uphold
the Constitution and announce
elections in due course.

On. the other hand. Sheikh
Hasina told Sir Ninian that the
Opposition had no room for
any compromise on the issue
of a caretaker government.
Awami League general secre-
lary Zillur Rahman and Hasi-
na's political advisor SAMS
Kibria were present at the
meeting.

According to sources close
o Sheikh Hasina, the AL .chief
handed over to Sir Ninian a
72-page 'document’ alleging
abuse af power by the BNP
government during various by-
elections,

Replying to a question from
the Commonwealth emissary,
sSheikh Hasina said that in case
the government failed to ac-
cept the Opposition demand
they would 'go Lo the people'.
The Opposition is now com-
mitted to the people on the is-
sue ol a caretaker administra-
tion. Hasina said, according lo
AL =somirces.

Meanwhile, Sir Ninian told
waiting newsmen-after ‘his 95-
minute meeting with Hasina at
her official residence at. 11:35
am, 'We had a long and de-
tailed, and from my point of
view, extremely useful discus-

sipn with - the Dppus[ttun
leader'.

When asktd for his com-.

-guing (o answer any

. dialogue to,

ments on his meeting with the
Prime Minister, the 71-year-
nld former Governor General

ol Australia only said: "l am not

guestions.”

The AL general secretary.

however. told newsmen that
they were 'happy' over the dis-
cussions.

Sir Ninian also had a 135-
minute meeting with Deputy
Leader of the Opposition Abdus
Samad Azad at the State Guest

. - House Meghna yesterday after-
“noon. SAMS Kibria was present

at the meeting that began at
3:00 pm.

According to Opposition
sources, Samad Azad, while
discussing the constitutional.
legal and political issues, in-

formed Sir Ninian that the

Opposition wanted the official
begin 'as soon as
possible.' The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition is learnt to
have proposed Lhat the dia-
logue sheuld begin October 19.
" The emissary Is expected to
have further talks with BNP
leader and Deputy Leader of
Parliament Prof. Badruddoza
Chowdhury sometime today.

Sir Ninian also had talks
with senior Election Commi-
ssion (EC) officials, including
the secretary of the EC.
Shamsul Alam and Additional
Secretary S M Zakaria, yes-
terday evening. According to
EC sources, the Common-
wealth emissary tried +to
understand the limitations, if
anv of the present electoral
rules to ensure free and fair
electigns
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portedly issued Saturday fol-
lowing hearing of the suit filed
by Mizan, treasurer of the
Association of Air Cargo Agents
of Bangladesh. .

The release quoted the
court order as saying: "Until
disposal of this suit both par-
ties are ordered to mairdain
the status guo vis-a-vis the
elections of 17-10-94.

filed by
was ‘allegedly dropped [rom

~ tlon, although
which 'is affiliated with the

Earlier, on September 15,

the federation in this regard.

submission of written state-

. ments by ten defendants .

namnd in Mizan's suit, inchud-

Ashrafl informed

Advocate Ashraf Ali, lawyer
for the plaintiff, told The Daily
Star last night that the suit was
Mizan after his name

the voters' list' of the federa-
‘he was duly rec-
ommended by his association

he added, the same court had
u-uadaahnwcmhaﬂmnn

FBCCI
alternatively between

The court has now u-t'
October 24 as the date for

ng the outgoing FBCCI presi-
dml Mahbubur Rahman. the
secretary and Lhe chairman of
the Election Board, Advocate
this corre-

h;mndent'

This year. for thc first timn._
Lhe FBCCI elections are being
held under a direct voting
system, replacing the proxy
system in place earlier,

The elections to the apex
institution of the country's
lrade bodies has created un-

precedented enthusiasm
among the business commu-
nity.

A record 82 candidates are
contesting the 32 gxecutive
posts for a two-year term.

Of them, 58 are vying for
the post of president and 15
posts of ‘executive committee
(EC] members, to be elected
by 614 voters belonging to 132
mmu

This year, the Association
group gets the post of the
t, which rotates
the
Chamber group. and the
Association group.

Another 24 candidates are
contesting the vice-presidency
and 15 EC members to be

" elected by 226 volers from the

Chamber group.

Seven candidatcu are con-
testing for the post of presi-
dent. They are: Salman F
Rahman (President of Bang-

ladesh Oushadh
Samity), Redwan Ahmed MP
(President of the: Bangladesh
Garments Manufacturers and
Exporters’ Associalion), Mirza
Abu Mansur (Chairman of the
Bangladesh Hardware and
Machinery Merchants' Associa-
tion), M A Kashem (Jute
Spinners, ' Association), Kazi
Md Shafigul Islam (the
incumbent vice-president),
Nurul Islam (President of the
Cold Siorage Assocfation), and
F I Mohsin Bulbul [Bangladesh
Contractors’ Assoclation]}.

Some candidates were
learnt to have spent millions of
taka in their campaigns that
ranged from newspaper adver-

tisements to grand projection

meetings-cum-dinner at five-
star hotels.

One candidate even em-
ployed a publicity firm for his
campaign. Some have made
lavish arrangements for food
and accommodation of voters
coming from outside the capi-
tal. v &

The commitiee to _be
elected will take over on
October 24 {from the existing
commitiee headed by Mahbu-
bur Rahrnan.

more -

Shilpa

Moyna, a leenage girl, who
took poison to f*ﬂl‘nnﬁ? suicide
three days ago, died in a city

Hm]m:t: s

was graped
Wednesday night ntﬁ ﬂli;F;r
Tekerhat In Kamrangirchar —
on the outskirts of the capital.

She was treated at the
Dhaka Medical Coilege Hos-
pital (DMCH) the same night
and laler released. But she was
brought Lo the hospital again
in 1 eritical condition the
rﬂ-Hﬂ‘HJll:g ! 1y lﬂfr she hn{]
laken (0P per sulphate to
comimit sui cide. her relatives
sail.

Movna died in l.hr DMCH
early yesterday.

Lalbagh police said they
have so far arrested two sus-
pect-rapists from the area.
Both the suspects — Habib, 40
and Noor Islam, 27, were sent
to the Dhaka Central jail yes-
lerday.

Police said Lhey were lmh
ing for several others involved
in the incident.

Our DMCH Correspondent
reports: Another rape victiin,
|8-year-old Laizu, was rescun )

police from near the
Mohsin Hall of Dhaka
University early yesterday.

Police sent Laizu to the
DMCH. ;

Police said the miscreants
fled leaving Laizu near the
playgrm.md of the hall around

am yesterday.

' Lalzu, wife of one Shaheéen
At Matuail. Démra, was re-
lease! Irom the hospital yes
lerday.

Non-govt teachers’
salary increased
from 70 to 80 pc

The Government has de-

salary of the non-government
teachers and employees from
70 per cent to 80 per ceni
with effect from danuary 1995,
reports LINB.

This was disclosed al a
meeting between Education
Minister Barrister Jamiruddin
Sircar and the leaders of the
National Federation of
Teachers' Association (NFTA]

yvesterdav
The governiment has also is-
sued an order to increase

iiedical allowance from Tk
100 to Tk 150, the meeting
was told. Matters relating to
retiring benefits and time-
scale for the non-government
leachers also came up in the
ieeting for discussion.

Jessore-3 bZ'EEHS
BNP invites -
applications

The -Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) has invited appli-
cations from the intending
candidates for BNP ticket for
the forthcoming by-election to
the 'Jessore-3 parliamentary
constituency, reports BSS.

Applications will be re-
ceived at BNP central office at

B pin on Oc:ﬂbu' 18,
The interview of candidates
will be held on October 19 at

the ceniral office of the party.

UN lifts ban
on Haiti

INITED NATIONS, Oct 16:
All international sanctions im-
posed on Haiti were lifted to-
day at 0401 GMT, under a de-
cision of the UN Securit}r
Council, reports AFP.

The removal of the sanc-
‘“tions which were aimed at
Haiti's former military junta,
follows the return home
Saturday of elected President
" Jean-Bartrand Aristide aftE:r a
. three-vear exile.
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| in Bush case

KLWAIT M

16: Seven |ragis and two Kuwaitis will ap-

pear in courl Monday to challenge convictions last summer
for plotting o kill former /S President George Bush during a

visit to Kowalt
prison lerms of up 1o

[Qix were senterwed to death. the others to
|2 years. Judge Abdullah al-Rifad will

preside over a five jlulge panel of the Cassation Court that will

examine the legality

W 1he comwvictions and sentences handed
dowmn June 4 by a St ite Seciirity Court. reports AP

Israel-PLO talks tomorrow

JERUSALEM. (x1t it

isract

and the PLO will resume

peace talks in Cairo on Tuesday. a week after they were bro-
kent off over the kidnapping of an lsraeli soldier by Muslim

militants

the Prime Minister's office said today.

Prime

Minister Yitzhak Rabin's office alsc said a closure clamped on
the Palestinian-ruled Gaza Strip last Tuesday would end on

Monday, reporis Reuter

Road link with Sirajgan) snapped

125 injured as transport
union activists clash

SIRAJGAN. (x1 18 Rosd
commurnication betweent Si-
rajgan! and rest of the countrmy
snapped lollowing violent

clashes between tickshawa
pullers and motor-transport

workers that left nearly 125
injured here today. reports
UNB.

Ten policemen were among
those wounded in the clash
thhat occurred during a rick
shaw strike in the town.
Twenty of the injured were
admitted to ‘the Sirajganij
Ueneral Hospital, Maslimpur
Complex and Police Hospital.

Witnesses said Ltrouble
erupted when a militant pro-
the Rickshaw
Sramik Unjonr (RSU] activists
altacked the office of Tempo
Sramdk Unjfon near New
Market at 11:30 am. The RSl
called strike today demanding

. stoppage of autorickshaw ser-

vice In Sirajganj-Koelgalti road.

Later,
and the workers of District
Motor and Truck Union fought
each other at Sirajganj Bazar,
New Dhaka Road and in front
of Moushumi cinema hall
Several cockiails were blasted
during the clash that ended at
about 1:30 pm, leaving nearly
100 people injured.

Police fired [our tear-gas

Boat capsizes

From Page | Col 6
local people helped recover
the bodies of four persons.
local people said the acci

. dent took place due Lo over-

loading. At best the boat could

"have carried only 70 peopie.

they felt.
They also alleged that the

boat had no name, or Heence. It
was ownied by a union parishad
chairman who also has two
other boatls without licknce.
One of his boats sank on
August 22, taking with it at
least 40 lives. Yet the authori-
ties did not take any legal ac-
tion against the owner, the lo-

cils alleged.

7 die in Tangail
road mishaps
TANGAIL, Oct 1H: Seven

persons including two women

were killed in two separate’
road accidents in the district

today. reports BSS.
Six persons were killed and

fivee others injured wlhen a pas-

senger bus and an auto-rick-

shaw collided head on this

afternoon at Kuchuti on
Tangail-Bhuapur road. about 12
miles from Tangail district

town. -
Earlier, in the morning a

cycle rider was killed on the
spot at Athpukurpar near

_Tangail town after he was

knocked down by a pdssenger

the rickshawpullers °

laees under

_ical malaria.

shells and lathicharged the
belligerents to contral the sit-
pation.

Ten rickshaws. two rick-
shaw-vans and two tempos
were damaged in the melee.

The District Motor and
Truck Sramgik Union stopped
plying motot vehitles from 2
pm in a wildcat protest.

Trouble again erupted in
the evening when the rick-

shawpullers and moter work-
ers clashed with poliee, leaw-
ing at least another 25 injured,
one seriously,

The latest round of vio-
lence occurred after police
halted a truck of the Motor
Sramik Union at Sirajganj
Bazar station at 6 pm when it
was returning after miking in
the town in support of an In-
definite transport strike f{rofn
LOMOTTOW,

Malaria in Cox's
Bazar spreads:
50 hospitalised 4

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Oct 186: °
Malaria is spreading
in the Cox's Bazar region and
more and more patients are
coming to the Civil Surgeon's
office. _

At least 50 persons from
Meheskhali thana's Shaplapur
and Khoanak unions, Garjania
ail Kuniapalang unions of
Ramu thana and some hilly vil-
Chokoria and
Teknaf thana come to the Civil
Surgeon's office here today
with malarial symptoms.

The Civil Surgeon said, they
were suffering from malaria
but could not determine

whether it was cqtchra] or typ-

in Barachura village., 25
persons died in the past (wo
weeks due lo cerebral malaria.

SMAIL
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suffering from, rheumatic
arthritis and Tung cancer and
was under treatment ‘at the
hospital for over two weeks.

A careéen t for over
four decades during which he
held important positions af -
home and abroad, § M Ali
launched The Daily Star in
January 1991 and was its edi-
tor and publisher until his
death.

A milad mahfil will bé held
at The Daily Star office after
Asr prayers today. All his col-
leagues, friends relatives and
countless admirers have been
requested to attend the milad
and join-prayers for the salva-
tion of the departed soul.

See Page 3 Col 4
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