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Author Gajendra Mitra dies: voed

Bengalt author Gajendra Kumar Mitra passed away early
yesterday at a Calcutta nursing home. He was 86 and is
survived by his wife, reports PTI from Calcutla.

He was shifted 10 Kothari Medical Centre for treatment of
jaundice on September 20. The end came at lam, according
to. Bhanu Ray. managing director of Mita and Ghose
Puhblishers.
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5 die in UK train collision: .
passenger Lrains collided in dense fog near the southern
England village of Cowden on Saturday. killing five people and
injuring 11, officials said. AP reports from Cowden.

Both train drivers were among the dead, said Rail Track,
Lthe company which operates the single-track line. The trains,
each with six cars and carrying only 19 passengers between
them. should have passed each other on a loop further up the
rail track.

Quake shakes Japan: a modertey siwons

earthquake shook Japan's western central region on Sunday.
but there were no immediate reports of damage or injury, AP
says from Tokyo. .

The quake, with a preliminary magnitude reading of 4.5,
struck at 8:21 am (2321 GMT on Saturday). it was centered
about 10 kilometres (6 miles) beneath the city of Wakayama.
about 590 kilometres (370 miles] southwest of Tokyo on the
main island of Honshu.

. L

Volcano erupts in Indonesia: A
volcano erupted overnight on the small Indonesian island of
Ternate. sending a cloud of hot ash 300 metres {1,000 feet)
into the air., the government geophysical services said
yesterday, AFP reports from Jakarta. |

There were no immediate reports of injury or damage
from the eruption of Mount Gamalama on Saturday at 8.30 pm
(1330 GMT].
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26 Muslim rebels killed in Algeria:
A total of 26 armed Islamic fundamentalists have been killed
by security forces over the past few days, Algerian security
forces said on Sgturday, AFP reports from Alglers. i

Six were killed on ‘Saturday in Benzerga,. near Algiers.
. Eleven were killed on Friday during operations in Larbaa.
near Blida in the south. Bordj Menaiel, Lakhdaria. in the east,
Ouled El-Abtal. in the west, the sources said.
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‘Women varsity in Iran: i opencdits
first women-only university this week as part of a drive to
segregate the sexes in line with Islamic principles. AFP
reports fromn Tehran.

The College of. Psychology in Rud-e-Hen. 40 kilometres
(25 miles) northeast of the capital, {s run by female staff and
faculty members and admits women only.

2E tian militants shot dead:

Egyptian police late Saturday killed a regional military leader
of the Islamic ‘militant group Jamma Islamiya and one of his
aides in an ambush near Asyut 400 kilometres (250 miles)
south of Cairo, police reported. AFP says from Asyut.

They said 26-year-old Ahmad Senussi. responsible for the
group's’ activities in the Asyut region. and his colleague,
Ahmad Shawgi Mohammad, were shot and killed on a street
in the town of Manfalut.

2 Palestinians shot in West Bank:

Israeli troops shot and wounded two Palestinians in a pro-
Hamgas demonstration Saturday in thé West Bank, a day after
the hostage bloodbath, hospital officials. said. AFP reports
from Nablus, West Bank.

soldiers opened fire as dozens of youths pelted them with
stones to protest the killing of three Hamas mililants in a
lailed bid to free the Jewish hostage, Nachshon Waxmamn

Russian FM meets King Fahd:

Russian Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev has held talks with
Saudi Arabia's King Fahd as part of a Gulf tour to discuss
Russia's plan to defuse the latest Gulf crisis, Reuter reports
[rom Dubai

The official Saudi press agency said Kozyrev met the King
in Jeddah Saturday night and then left the kingdom. It gave
no details of the talk.

Rozyrev is due (o meet UUS Secretary of State Warren
Christopher in New York today.
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Algerian reporter slain: i aigerin
state radio reporter was shot Sunday momning and died on
the way to a hospital. his family said. He was the 21st
journalist slain since a Muslim fundamentalist insurgency
began, AP says from Alglers

Armed men attacked Tayveb Boutelilis, 41, as he left his
home in the southeast Algiers suburb of Baraki. satd a com
munique by security forces.

As usual, there was no claim of responsibility for the slay
ing. But suspicion fell on Muslim militants.

Japan won't extend aid for Rwandans:

Japan will refuse a request from the UN refugee agency to
extend its army relief mission for Rwandan refugees in Zaire

by three months. the daily Yomiuri Shimbun said yesterday.

Reuter reports from Tokyo
The paper said the decision was based on the improved

sanitary conditions and increasing violence at the refugee
camp in Goma, Zaire

- for polls in Kashmir

NEW DELHI, Oct 16: The
Indian government is laying
the groundwork for elections
in the troubled state of
Kaﬁhnur in a gamble it hopes
will help bring about an end to
a bloody five-year-old Muslim
separatist campaign, reports
AFP.

Indian officials are pressing
ahead with plans to hold the
first elections in the state in
more than seven years amid
widespread scepticism over
whether Kashmir's alienated
Muslim population will partic-
ipate in the polls.

In & move seen as the latest
effort to create a climate con-
ducive to elections, the Indian
authorities on Friday released
Sahbir Ahmad Shah, a promi-
nent Kashmiri Muslim sepa-
ralist leader from prison,

But the 40-year-old Shah,
declared a “prisonier of con-
science” by Amnesty Interna-
tional, promptly reiterated his
demands for self-deter-
mination for Kashmir and said
he had no faith in the Indian
electoral system. .

.Massive fraud marred the
last state assembly elections in
Kashmir. in 1987. and the ir-

regularities were seen as pre-
cipitating the armed struggle
gripping India's only Muslim-
majority state.

Shah sajd an UN-supervised
polls should be held to elect
representatives of the Kash-
miri people who could then
take part in trilateral talks
with India and Pakistan on the
future of the Himalayan
territory.

Pakistan also lays claim to
Kashmir and has been accused
by India of giving support to
the Muslim militants waging
the separatist campaign which
has left more than 10,000
people dead since 1989,

Minister of State for In-
ternal Security Rajesh Pilot,
who has been playing the role
of point man in attempts to
organise elections In Kashmir,
said the government was aware
there were a number of obsta-
cles in its way.

"But we are determined to
restore the democratic pro-
cess to this part of the coun-
try." he told AFP in a tele-
phone interview. "We know
there will be hurdles but we
are confident of overcoming
them.”

"We would have to have
normalcy first," Pilot said. "Not
total gun silence but we hope
to redute the level of mili-
tancy. to reduce the level of vi-
olence."

"Obviously we don't expect
the militant groups te wel-
come elections,” the minister
added. "Pakistan will also not
Itke us to hold elections and
they will do their best to avoid
that situation.”

Pilol expressed cenfidence
that elections will be held and
dismissed fears a poor turnout
in the Musltm-majority Kash-
mir Valley would prove an
embarrassment to the Indian
authorities. 5 M

"Kashmiri Muslims are get-
ting slightly alienated.” he said.
"There is a degree of alienation

between militancy and "the
public.” _
Although he declined to

provide a timeframe. Pilot has
been quoted as saying he
hoped elections could be held
within six months in Kashmir,
where people are spl# be.
tween those who want inde-
pendence and those who want
o join Pakistan,

A number of Indian political

parties have warned the gov-
ernment to drop the idea of
holding elections in Kashmir
in the negr future, saying most
Kashmiri Muslims would boy-
.cott the polls and the exercise
could prove a fiasco.

. The Communist Party of
India said that inlight of the
"explosive situation”™ in the
state it would be "meaningless’
to hold elections before restor-
ing the confidence of the pop-
ulation.

US Assistant Secretary of
State for South Asia Robin
Raphel, during a visit here last
week, reportedly expressed
scepticismn during her meet-
ings with Indian officials on
whether credible elections
could be held in Kashmir,

Another hurdle is the ap-
parent unwillingness of the
National Conference. the only
political party with a: presence
throughout Kashmir, to take
part in polls at this time.

“The und realities do not
favour elections at the present
moment,"” said National Con-
ference leader Farooq Ab-
(lullah. a former Chief Minister

of Kashmir.
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can President Neélson Mandela (C). Home Affairs Minister Mangosuthu Bui;,helezi

......

(L) and Energy Minister Pik Botha wave at supporters on Saturday at Orlando Stadium in the
township of Soweto where they addressed a rally to celebrate National Safety and Security

Dav, '

— AFP photo

SA launches
campaign to

fight crime

JOHANNESBURG, Oct 16:
South African leaders across
the political spectrum joined
forces for the first time on
Saturday to launch a nation-

‘wide campaign to slash soaring

crime, reporis AFP.

President Nelson Mandela
and his political rival Interior
Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi
were among those who tpok
part in the "National Day of
Safety and Security” to attend a
series of rallies through the
day.

The special law and order
day was designed to boost re-
lations between the public and

~the police, whose leaders be-

lieve such events are the only
way lo tackle rising criminal-
ity. ’

Despite a recent falling-off
in political felonies, Seuth
Africa has one of the highest
murder rates in the world.

Somalia may plunge into chaos
after UN pullout: Ghali

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 16:
The planned withdrawal of UN
forces from Somalia next year

. could take place under "hostile

circumstances” atid- require
additional military support, UN
Secretary General Boutros Bo-
utros-Ghali warned on Satur-
day, reports AFP.

In a report to the Security
Council. he said the country
could plunge again into "anar-
chy and chaos” after the
scheduled withdrawal of Uni-
ted Nations forces in March
1995, with Somali leaders
bearing the responsibility.

“The protracted political
impasse has created a vacuum
of civil authority and of gov-
ermment structure.” Ir.mrlng' the
Linited Nations with no func-
lion to build on_jn its effort to
help Somalia emerge from its
present chaotic situation.”" he
said

"The international commu-:

nity has provided generous as-

sistance to help overcome the
worst aspects of the humani-
tarian crisis in Somalia. The
establishment of a viable and
acceptable peace can come
only from the Somalis them-
selves.”

The UN peacekeeping force
is to be reduced to 15.000 by
the end of October and fully
withdrawn by March 1995. But
Boutros-Ghali said the with-
drawal "may require extensive

air and sea support from
member slates.”
He added that Italy had

agreed to provide five lo six
ships. while diplomatic sour-
ces disclosed that a US con-
tribution to the effort was also
expected.

The pullout will take be-
tween 60 and 120 days to co-
mplete, according to Ghali.

But he sa't that il Somali
leaders managed (o (regte a

favourable security climate for
the reestablishment of func-
tioning pgovernment institu-
tiens., a UN presence could be
maintained in the country fol-
lowing the withdrawal of UN
troops.

A UiS-led force followed by
UN multinational units inter-
vened in Somalia two years ago

sinn an eflort to help avert mass

starvation amid intense tribal
warfare arel a collapsed gov-
ernmernl

In Somalia this week,
Interim President Ali Mahdi
Mohamed rejecied an agree-
ment hy 12 Semali clan fac-
tions; including warlord
Mohamed Farah Aildid's Somali
National Alliance, to hold a
Somall reconciliation eonfer-
ence, saying the pact "was not
in touech with the realities in
Somalia and would lead the
country into chaos and more
lighting.”

Hamas threatens
to escalate

attack on Israel

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip, Oct
16: Hamas threatened Saturday
to escalate attacks on lisrael
and its “surrogates™ unless the
Palestintan self-rule authority
stopped cracking down on the
Muslim fundamentalist grbup.
reports AFP.

The Hamas armed wing
Ezzedin Al-Kassam, in a state-
ment sent to news agencies.
called on the Palestinian au-
thority to free its prisoners
immediately.

“If it continues its arrests.
Al-Kassam units will reply by
burning Gaza over the heads of
the Zionists and of their surro-
gates, whatever the result.”
the group warned,

[t was their strongest wor-
ded threat against the Pales-
tinian authority whom Hamas
accuses of acting under lsraeli
prders.

Palestinian police arrested
al least 50 suspected Hamas

| aclivists overnight Friday.

AMMAN, Oct 16: iraqi
President Saddam Hussein is
los ing control of internal secu-
rity’ in Iraq, where armed theft
ancl other crimes are commen
after four years of grindi g
pove'rty under economic sanc-
tione 1, reports AFP,.

Ir.2qis and foreign diplomats
tell cf fear in the streets of
Bagh dad and other cities.
eSpeci ally after dark.

“At night people stay home
and d.o» not walk the streets
which have become danger-
ous,” a manager at an Iraqi
compan v told AFP.

- "We .are all armed In case
our hom es are burgled. It is no
use calliiag the police who are
most oftem in league with the
gangs.” [ie added. asking not
to be narm ed. _

The ga ngs are mostly young

people “ywho steal and kil
without sc ruple,” he said.
t D{pll_uma \ts told AFP at least
wo of their colleagues had
been the wvictim ﬂgl'u violent
thefts in'rec:ent months.

A Qatari diplomat in
Baghdad w.as overpowered at
home one evening by an armed
gang which stole all his
belongings :ind left only the
pyjamas he was wearing.” a
diplomat said .

Burglars also targeted the
Palestinian vharge d'affaires in
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the capital, he said.

“Thieves took away all his
belongings in a lerry which
was walting for them in the
street in a residential street in
Baghdad, without being sto-
pﬂ by anyone,” the diplomat

Foreign Journalists, inciud-
ing this AFP correspondent,
were attacked. beaten and th-
reatener with death by acmed
bandits who stole all their
belongings in an ambush last
Monday near the southern city
of Basra.

Japan to disclose
plutonium stock

TOKYO. Oct 16: Japan will
- publicly disclose the amount of
its plutonium stock annually to
improve transparency In its
use of the nuclear fuel. which
can also be used to develop
Weapons, a newspaper said
yesterday, reports AFP.

The Science and Techno-
logy Agency will for the first
time reveal the extent of
Japan's plutonium reserves in
a white paper to be issued nexi
month. the Asahi Shimbun
said.

Japan has basically kept fig
ures on (ts plutonium sinck
secret. citing the need to pro
tect nuclear-related sub
stances. '

Vision. of Virgin Mary
entices true believers

NEW YORK: For the chance of beholding an apparition of
the Virgin Mary. Monica Banuelos made the long trek with

eight merobers of her family in one of 10 buses from Juare:
Mexico, to a farm in Georgia, reports AP

"Why?" she said of her pilgrimage. "Because we love the

Virgin."

Banuelos and tens of thousands of believers from all 50 !
states and Europe have been drawn to the home of Kathy
onyers, Ga. who claims the bib-
lical mother of Jesus Christ appeared to her on October 13

Fowler, a homemaker from C
1990. !

The vision has returned on the 13th day of most months

and Fowler said she saw the vision Thursday on the ceiling of

an "apparition room."

Scores of other sightings of Mary have been reported in
the United States in the past decade.

US sightings proliferated after a 1981 vision of Mary by six
youths in the mountain village of Medjugorje. Bosnia
Herzegovina. Nickell said it led to an outbreak of "Medjugorje

virus” in America.

The Catholic Church. which takes an ultracautious view of
such matters, is still investigating the Bosnia sighting Church
policy dictates that the local bishop conduct the first inquiry

if he feels it's warranted. then a team of investigators from
the Vatican authenticates any findings. The process can take

decades.

Fatima and Lurdes have been authenticated by the church
but no inquiry has begun vet in Conyers. |
At a modest tract house in Hollywood, Fla, Rosa Lopez says
Mary appears to her on the 13th of each month. She had re
cetved well water thought to have curative powers from
Convers and visited Fowler's property before the visions

started.

Other sightings have been reported in Marlboro. N.
Denver; Cold Spring, Ky: Scottsdale, Ariz;

Md.

"We've seen a spate of these.” said Charles Nuckolls, an
Emory University anthropologist who studied the Hindu reli
gion in India and has visited Conyers.

"Disgusting display”

CASERTA. Italy: The bride wore white. Lots and lois of

white, reports AP.

Wearing a wedding gown weighing 218 kilograms (480
pounids} and fanning out 13 metres (39 feet) with lace and
bows. 25-year-old Maria Rosaria Lembo and her father were
wheeled to the altar Saturday on a platform pulled by an off

road vehicle.

The spectacle — which attracted large crowds and forced
police to divert traffic — was denounced as a
display” by the bishop of Caserta, a town outside Naples.

The bishop. Raffaele Nogaro, also called the event a
"scandalous thing” that created "class divisions”™ in the

church.

The Guinness Book of Records lists the world's longest
157 metres (515 feet). There is no

wedding dress train at
eniry for heaviest dress.

arnd Emmitsbury

"disgusting

Serbs allow UN convoys ' Charles was

forced to marry Diana) China can help solidify -

to enter Sarajevo

SARAJEVO. Oct 16: Serbs
bomnibarded Bosnian govern-
meniil terrain along a UN secu
rity zone around Sarajeve bul

#lowed significant UN food
Cruivoys o enter the city for
the first time in weeks re
poris Reuter

Saturday's three UUN con
voys with nearly 500 tonnes of
o provided . vital infusion of
Hel for  Saan Aieva & 380000

Jakarta looking
to Europe
for weapons

JAKARTA Oc¢t 16 Indo
nesia is looking tncreasingly o
Eurepe — and away from ithe
United States — for weapons
_including submarines aireraf
and Hght tanks foreign mili
tary sources say reporis
Reuter

The shift from Washington
a major supplier during the
Cold War follows moves hy the
LS Congress 1o link arms sales

g tratning with human n
ms im troubled East Timor
which Jakarta mvaded in 1975
and annexed i 1976

Indonesia has saw 11 will
not accept any conwhiiwiis for

future sales from 1he Uingred
Siates

The sources orn Saturdas
sayxl Indonesia had shown
greater interes! in 'the past

year i buying (rom Europe
inciuding Britain France
Germany arnd the Netheriands

people after weeks of virtual
hinckade by the Bostian Serb
lorces retaliating for 4 punitive
NATO) air raid.

With the snowy Balkan
winter closing in. UN foed
stocks had dwindled (o only
about two days before the new
supplies sufficient for hall &
week reached the Bosnian cap
ital] encircled by separatist
Serts for 30 months.

The UN was likely to try
aril thread more convoys
through Serb lines fast in a
race (o stockpile aid belore
winter UN aid flights have re
siimed after disruptions caused
bn gunfire

Serbs  artillery resumed
pounding Muslims positions on
the Cemerska Planina Platean
vast of Breza some 20 km (12
miiles! north of Sarafevo and
skirting the zone around the
ety frem which heavy weapons
are banned by TUUN-NATO de
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LN Major Koos Sol saikd the
Bosnian Sert arniy was (rying
Loy take high ground there t
control two key roads between
Sarajevo and governrment held
Pt comitested land 1n central
Hemrna

Husnia s Musiim - jed gov
erniment aocused the LN
rotection Force last week of
T ating Serh shetling within
hie exclusion zonr nstead of

wileg  1LR Al Ate 1o SO
NATOY air strikes against of
fending artillery

LONDON. Oc¢t 16 P'rince
Charles was never in love with
Princess Diana and married
her under pressure from his
tather. Prince Philip. accord-
ing to a new — and reportedly
authorised — biography pub-
lished in The Sunday Times,
reports AP

The biography. which the
newspaper began serialising on
Sunday. quotes from letiers
writien by Charles 1o friends.

the

heir o

thie
HBritish throne says (hat by

ST ETE T

| 486 [ive years after the werl
thing . the marriage was so bad
he felt in a kind of cage
lenging to be free

How awlul tneompatibility
in atl how dreadfully destruc

tive it can be for the playe:s in
this extraordinary drama.
Charles, 45 _ wrote 1o one
unidentified correspondent

“It has all the ingredients
of a Greek tragedy .. | never
thought it would end up like
this. How could | have got it all
0 wrong "

The Sunday Tihmes delayed
prublication of its front section
until after midnight [2300
GMT) to stop rival newspa
pers picking up extracts in
early editions [rom The
Prince ol Wales, by broad
caster Jonathan Dimbleby

In a lengthy television in
terview with Dimbleby in June
Charles acknowledged for the
first time that he was unfaith-
ful to Diana. now 33. He said
he had an affair only alter the
marriage had broken down

The couple, who have two
sons. Prince William and
Prince Harry, formally sepa
rated in December |992.

The book. published by
LittleBrown. is the latest in a
spate of royal books delving
into the failed marriages of
gueen Elizabeth II's elder
sons, Charles and Prince
Andrew, who is separated [rom
the former Sarah Ferguson

According to advance pub
licity, Charles gave Dimblehy
Access to more than 10 000 of
his letiers and privale diaries,

Rival newspapers sald on
Sunday that the Conservative
governmertt was ipsel 1 at
Charles had conperaled with
Dambileby

According 1o

Lhie Dok

Prince Philip forced him to
propose to Diana afler news.
papers reported that she had
visited him at Balmoral. the
Queen's Scottish castle. Philip

» argued that Diana's reputation

would be endangered by the
reporis.

Mana. daughter of the late
Earl Spencer. had “no past’
and was young enough to be
molded into the future queen,
Phillp argued. the book said.

The prince, in a state of
emottonial confusion, clung to
these calculations as beacons

of apparent clarity,” wrote
[Mmblebyy The pressures on
him began (o sweep_him to-

wards his destiny. ™

The book said Diana could
be violent and had mood
swings from the time of their
honeymoon aboard the roval
yacht. Britanmia

A book by a former royal re
porter Andrew Morton shortly
before the couple separated

said Diana once atiempled -

suhCicthe

The Morton book said a
prime cause of the trouble was
Charles continuing friendship
with an old flame. army offi
cer s wife Camilla Parker
Bowles, 47 She is widely re
pited to be his mistress

Dimbleby wrote that Diana
was obsessively jealous of
Camilla, and also hated his en
joyment of solitude in the
Scottish Highlands

I a 1987 letter quoted by
[dimbleby Charles said of
newspaper speculation that he

wirs having afllatrs I am

Charles
Flizabeth, as distant and indif
feretil 1o her son

dlamped f 1 s going to let all
this stufl iniimidate me." .
Charles was also miserable
at Gordonstoun, the Scottish
private boys boarding school
which his father had attended.
“It's such hell here.,” he
wrote in one letter. . The
people in my dormitory are
foul ... they throw slippers all
night long or hit me with pil-
lows or rush across the room
and hit me as hard as theyv can

R, e o
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| sl wish 1 vowld come

home
The

book also portrays
mother Queen

the
Chinese as asking them to put
pressure on the North Koreans
to agree .. but rather as partic-
ipating and helping implement
the agreements whenever it is
they
reached . ”

US-DPRK accord: Perry

BELJING, Oct 16: China can
help solidify an agreement be-
tween the United States and
North Korea over nuclear
arms, Defence Secretary
William Perry said Sunday. re-

ports AP.

Perry arrived in the Chinese
capital for four days of talks
with military and civilian lead-
ers on arms control. defence
conversion, military strategy
and human rights.

The talks are a sensitive
subject in Asia, where concem
aboul Chinas military inten-
tions runs high and in the
United. States, where concern
about political repression in
China still dominates

First on Perry's agenda Is a
pending agreement between
the United States and North
Korea, the result of negotia-

tons in Geneva. that could

diffuse a long-simmering dis-
pute over whether North
Korea's nuclear technology is
being used to develop atomiic
bombs. Perry said an agree-
ment between the two ,nations
could come as soon as this
week

"China can play a beneficial
role.” Perry said. "l do not see
discussion with the

are actually finally

Perry described the negoti
ations with the North Koreans
as moving toward a ‘“very
complicated ... very far-reach
ing” agreement that would en
tail “working with the North
Koreans for years and years to
come.” He added thal China
could help over the long lerm
make the agreemment work

Communist party
formed 1n Taiwan

TAIPElL. Oct 16: Talwan s
nationalist government, which
for 45 years has stood opposed
to the communists on the
Chinese mainland. now is lac
ing a challenge from some
communists at home. reports
AP.

A former member ol
Taiwan's largest opposition
party said on Sunday he is set
ting up the Taiwan Communist
Party - but it will fight corrup
tion, not seek a socialist revo
hution.

"We have recruited some
20,000 members islandwide
said Wang Lao-yang. the new
party's founder and chairman,
in a telephone interview.

The Nationalist Chinese
government. which fed to
Taiwan n 1949 after losing a
civil war to ihe comnunists in
mainland China. has never
permitied any organisation
with lefllist sympathies to op
erate in Talwan




