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2 foreign boats
setzed

CHITTAGONG, Oct 15
Aangladesh Navy Ship SR Amin
impounded two fercign mach
anfsed bBoats and arrested 38
crew members ofd board near
the St, Martin's §sland yester
day. an ISPR press release said

tordght. The boat carrying 31
cattleheads, 100 ~ces of cow
hides and B0 kg of dry fish

were apprehiendex well inside
the territorial . waters ol

Bangladesh, reports BSS

Valuables worth
Tk 5 lakh gutted

From Our Correspondent

BRAMMANBARIA Oct 15 A
fire gutted wval@abies worth
about Taka e Jakh af
Sarakbazar bere early today
Originating from a shop In the
market . the fire engulied an
adiacent two si@rey building
and reduced all the valuables
o ashées. Firemienn ook (wo
hours to bring the Maze under
control

Ctg Polytech opens

ﬁ- CHITTAGONG, Oct 15 Clas
Vses of Chittagong Polytechsii
institute have rgsumed Loday
after eight momihs Filly per
cent students attended the
clapses on the opening day
while police contingen! remd

inall Vigilant on the campus
Mertings procegsions. prove
cative slogans alyc! «ny sort ol
agitatinnal ati lieS
banned on the cEnpus Hosteis
wili opeg SrMiroe

, HPOTR, Lhe
said reporis BSS
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very useful: Ninian

Sir Ninian Stephen. emis-
sary of the Commonwealth
Secretary General., had a mee-
ting with the leaders of the
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist
Party *(BNP) yesterday mor-
ning.

After the 95-minute meet-
ing. held at the Sangsad Bha-
ban. Sir Ninian told newsmen
that he had a very useful and

. informative discussion with

the leaders of the BNP and
governmert,

"Today I had a very useful
and informative meeting, es-
pecially as far as I am con-
cerned, discussion with lead-

ers of the ruling party and gov- -

ernment’

', the emissary. said.

By Staff Correspondent

Sir Ninian. who arrived in
the capital Thursday to facili-
tate a 'productive dialogue' be-
tween the rival political ca-
mps. had a similar meeting
with the leaders of the Op-
position in Parliament Friday.

BNP Secretary General
Abdus Salam Taltikder, who
was in the five-member ruling
party delegation at the talks,
expressed satisfaction over

yesterday's discussion with the °

Commorgvealth emissary.

In reply to questions from
newsmen, Salam Talukder only
said, ""We are satjsﬂcd with the
discussion.”

The other mcmhers of the
BNP delegation were Chiefl

,Commission [(EC],
“general

Whip of Parliament Khandaker
Delwar Hossain, Information
Minister Nazmul Huda and
Commerce Minister Shamsul
Islam. Deputy Leader of
Parliament Prof Badruddoza
Chowdhury led the team.

Meanwhile, sources clpse to
the BNP leaders attending the
mieeting told The Daily Star
that Sir Ninian wanted to have
a clear idea of the government
position on all the three issues
on the agenda for the+pro-
posed talks with the Oppo-
sition. The agenda includes
strengthening of the Election
holding of
clections under a
See Page 12 Col 1

'Ninian calls on |

PM, may meet
. =

By Staff Correspondent

Commonwealth emissary
Sir Ninian Stephen, here to fa-
cilitate talks between the gov-
ernment and the Opposition to
find a way out of the current
political impasse, paid a cour-
tesy call on Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia at her of-
fice yesterday. - |

The Prime Minister and the
Commonwealth Secretary
General's special envoy— a
former Governor General of
Australia— exchanged pleas-
antries. Lady Stephen was-also
present during the brief meet-
i
ng-ﬂppusitinn sources told The
Daily Star last night that Sir
Ninian may meet Leader of the
Opposition and Awami League
chief Sheikh Hasina some-
time tnda}'

Commbnwealth emissary Sir Nimﬂ.n Stephen (2nd from R] met leaders [}f the ruling BNP at the Sangsad Bhaban

yesterday. Also seen (from L) are Chief Whip Khandakar Delwar Hossain, CW official Dr Moses. Anafu, Commerce -
Minister Shamsul Islam, Secretary General of the BNP and LGRD Minister Abdus Salam Talukdar, Deputy Leader of
Parliament Dr A Q M Badruddoza Chowdhury, Information Minister Nazmul Huda and Christopher Childs (back to
camera), another CW ufﬁma] in Sir Ninian's team. ik
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Construction work on the
multi-million dollar JAmuna
Multi-purpose Bridge (JMB).
the country's biggest civil
engineering project, begins
todajr with inauguration of the
dredging of the river channel.

ceregnony, to be held on the
eastern bank of the mighty
river near Elenga under
Kalihati thana of Tangail dis-
trict this morning. It will mark
the commencement of actual
construction of the long-cher-
| ished 700-milion US dollar
project, scheduled to be com-
pleted by the end of 1997.

Dredging forms part of a
276-million dollar river train-
ing component of the masaiwre
project.

JMB authority sources told
The Daily Star last night all

ZAMADIUL-AWAL 10, 1415 HIJRI

Communications Minister -
‘Ol Ahmed will perform the

By Staff Correspondent
preparations have been com-
pleted to start physical work of
the project, co-financed by the

World Bank, the Asian
Development Bank and the
Japanese government. Each of

them will dish out 200 million

dollars -with the remaining
hundred million being con-

tributed by tfe government.
Part of some 5,680 acres of "

land on either side of the pro--

posed 4.B-km bridge, acquired ~

by the government; has been

handed over to the contractors™®

who hav® moved in their state-
of-the-art building equipment.
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, immediately upon
her return from Japan afltef fi-
nalising the documents for the
Japanese participation in the
project, laid foundation stones
at both ends of the proposed
bridge — at Soyedabad in

Sirajganj district and Elenga in
Tangail — on April 10 last.

The 18.5-metre wide four-
lane bridge. including one
breakdown lane and two-way
footpaths, has also been de-
signed to facilitate transmis-
sion ol electricity and natural

. gas as well as help telecom-

munication links.

A flood embankment-cum-
access road has been con-
structed by a local firm on the
eastern bank of the river, un-
der Bhuapur and Kalihati
thanas of Tangall district.

The bridge will have a pro-
vision for extension of a 128-
metre road approach viaduct at
each end, It will have 47 con-
crete spans, each 99.375 me
tres long.

The length of the approach
roads [rom the existing na-

See Page 12 Col |

Hasina for at least three
po]ls under interim govt

From Our Correspondent

MYMENEIH(:H Oct 15:
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and Awami League
chief Sheikh Hasina has said
"We want a dialogue and
through the dialogue the gov-
ernment should accept the
people's demand for a care-
taker government.”

Addressing a public meet-
ing organised by the
Mymensingh district AL at the
Cireuit House maidan here this
evening, Hasina said at least
three consecutive general

t elections should be held under

caretaker administrations.

"We believe the implemen-
tation of the caretaker system
is needed in the greater inter-
est of the country,” she said.

The AL chief said that in
many countries of the world,
elettions were being held un-
dér caretaker governments
and warned: “lgnoring this

demand would ultimately Iead

the government to its downlall.
The people will remove this
government.”

The meeting. chaired by
district AL president Shamsul
Haq, MP, was also addressed
by central AL leaders Abdul
Mannan, Zillur Rahfhan, Zohra
Tajuddin, Motia Chowdhury
‘and Mozaffar Hossairl Paltu.

About thé drought in the
northern region. the leader of
the Opposition said, "People
are dying from hunger and of
diarrhoea in those areas bul
the government is taking no

She said that
Minister Begum Khaleda Zila
never kept her promise
"Before the
had promised to turn the
Ananda Mohan College into an
university and set up an engi-
neering
Mymensingh. But she did not

See Page 12 Col 3
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last elections. she.

college at,

| Purbanchal

-

Two model town projects of
the Rajdhani & Unnayan
Katripakkhya (Rajuk} have hit a
snag while another has been
abandoned because of “resis-
tance to acquisition of lands
for the project by a section of
the land owners, sources con-
cerned said.

The owners,

reportedly

backed by vested quarters, are

opposing the acquisition of
lands earmarked for the pro-
jects

The Rajuk is facing prob-
Jemns in Implementing the
Model Town
Project (PMTP) at Rupganj and
the Rimjhim Housing Project

| at Shanirakhra and it has given
! up the Satellite Town
i at Panchabatl,
{ Narayanganj district.

project

all under

According to Rajuk officials,
the authorities were segotiat-

“ing with the land pwners about
the acquisition of 6000 acrese

of land earmarked for the
PMTP. A meeting of the
Housing and Public Works
Minister and the Rajuk chair
man with the land owners and
public leaders of the PMTP
area discussed the demands ol
the land owners September 15
last. The meeting assured re-
habilitation of the affected
people. payment of money to
them on the sport and allot -
ment of plots to them. The
meeting. however, could not
settle the price of the lands to

uk housi
hit snag, one abandoned

By Nazmul Ashraf

be acquired. Section of the

owners had been agitating
since thé acquisition of land
was ordered last year.

The Deputy Commissioner
of Narayanganj.-who was autho-
rised to fix the land price, re-
portedly offered Taka 37,000
per bigha and the offer was
rejected by the owners. They
claimed the per bigha price
should be at least Tk. one lakh,
Rajuk officials however. said
they were yet to receive any
report from the DC on the
price of land.

Curfew imposed
on Karnataka
| town

BANGALORE, Oct 15: Au-
thorities imposed a round-the-
clock curfew today on a town
in the south Indian state of
Karnataka scene of bloody
violence a week ago. after four
people were killed In Iresh
Hindu-Muslim fighting. re:
poris Reuter.

Officials in Davangeri said
the trouble started late on
Friday. However, there ware no
reports of further trouble and
the officials sald the curfew
would be lifted on Sunday if
peace. continued.

Davangeri is about 300 km
(185 miles) from Bangalore

See Page 12 Col 6
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Earlier, the DC had served
notices upon the affected
people asking them to lodge
complaints with him in this
regard. But the agfitating land
owners did not réspond to the
notice, sources told The Dally
Star. The crisis over the land
acquisition was deepening
with an opposition peliti¢al
party leader patronising the
agitating land owners. An in-
fluential minister was, how-
ever, irying to resolve the
problem. The minister had as-
sured increased compensation
to the affected people a
source said, adding the malter
had now completely taken a
political colour.

The PMTP, \»ﬂh:h Was ear-
liler named Yusufgan] Model
Town Project, will consist of
28.000 plots of two calegories
— residential and commercial.
besides. there will be plots for
setting up educational institu-
tions. medicare and recreation
centres.

The authorifies have now
taken up fresh initiatives to
remove the obstacles to the
implementation of the
Rimfhim Housing Project in
the DND area. The project
covering 957 acres of land had
hit a snag as many of the land
owners, allegedly backed by a
ruling partly leader, opposed
the acquisition of the ear-
marked area. They demanded

See Page 12 Col 6

US, DPRK
may sign
accord
today

GENEVA. Oct 15: The Uni-

‘ted States and North Korea are

close to an agreement to
remove the threatj of nuclear
war from the Korean penin-
sula, the North Korean chief
negotiator says today, reports
AP.

"We are almost at the final
stages,” Kang Sok Ju told re-
porters in Korean after a two
hour session with his US

counterpart, Robert Gallucci.

He said the two sides were
still discussing the document

and hinted that an agreement.

was possible as soon as Sunday.

Gallucei remalined more
cautious, "Not yet," was his
lerse response (o guestions
whether a deal had been
reached.

A second meeting between
the two heads of delegations
was expected latet Saturday
but there was no word from ei-
ther side when this might be.

e delegation will now be

discussing the issues further
and consulting with capitals
and | expe¢t the North
Koreans will be doing the
same.” said a US official who
spoke on conditions of ano-
nymuty.
In Seoul, Deputy Prime Mi-
nister Lee Hong-koo said Fri-
day the two countries were
close to fipalising detalled reg-
ulations that would open up
the communist country's sus-
pect nuclear factlities to full
inspections.

i s

Ve 'Ti"ﬂ'i.n

&
'..1'-"4'

("andidates and supporiers seen on the terraces of the H-Fput}- Commissioner ¢ office during
« polling for the 1% woman commissioners of the Dhaka City Corporation.

Star photo

All DCC woman
commissioners
are from AL
By Staff Correspondent

The Awami Leagie-backed

candidates bagged all the 18
posts of woman commissioners

of Dhaka Clity Corporation
(DCC) in the elections held
yeslerday.

Those elected are: Taslima

Chowdhury (Zone- 1) Safia
Khatun [Zone-2), Ashrafun
Mosharral (Zone-31, Mahmuda
Begum (Zone-4). .Jahanara
Begum (Zone-5). Advocate

Nazgma Akhter Kaoser [(Zone
&), Naima Chowdhury (Zone 7)

Aleya Parveen (Zone-8l. Rowsy
Harun (Zone-9). Sabera Begum
(Zone-10), Anjalli Sarker
(Zone- 11). Asma Jebin Jhomu
[(Zone-12) .Joly Kabir (Zone
13, Selina Akhter (Zone | 4)
Shahida Khanam [(Zone-15]
Hallina Hay |Zone 6]
Nasibun Ahmed {(Zone- 17 and

Nastma Montu (Zone |4
e Page 1|2 (ol 8
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Canada to ‘help develop
power, rly sectors

By Staff Corrﬂspondent

Canada is keen lo expand
commercial ties with Bangla-
desh and increased coope-
ration in developing the coun-
try's power and railways sec-
tors is feasible at the moment,
said Roy MaclLaren, the visiting
Canadian Minister for Inter-
national Trade, yesterday.

"In Lthe past the relationship
between the two countries was
mainly confined to" Canada
prmri&ing development assis-
tance. but now we need to

augment that relationship by

developing stronger commer-
cial ties.” he added while ad-
dressing a press briefing at the
state guest house Padma.

The Canadian Mimister ar-
rived in the eapital on an offi-
cial visil earlier yesterday and
a series of meetings with a
number of cabinet ministers,
including the Minjster of
Commerce and the Minister of
Energy and Mineral Resources.
Later in the evening he also
called on the Prime Minister.

Explaining the purpose of
his visit. he said it is to
"explore additional ways in
which we can ensure that the
interest of both Canada and
Bangladesh coincide” in the
expansion of future ties.

"l hope that the existing
nature of bilateral trade be-
tween the two countries can
be expanded”. he said.

Since 1972 Canada has dis-
bursed over two billion
Canadign dollars in grant aid to
Bangladesh and it is the coun-

World Food
Day today

World Food Day will be ob-
served today in the country as
elsewhere round the globe
highlighting the impogtance of
water in producing food for
human survival, reports UNB.

The main theme of the Day
this year is "Water for Life".

Government leaders, on the
gecasion. focused on a serious
man-made water crisis affect-
ing Bangladesh's agriculture
and the eco-system as a whole.

Iunmtnsagrunthrmul"

the Day. President Abdur
Rahman Biswas said this planet
consisis of animal and plant
which are very much depen-
dent on water (o live.

Food is casential for the
very existence of human being
and water is essential for pro-
ducing food,” Bilswas saild,
adding agriculture is the
source of food. Water Ia an
esscntial factor for agriculture
which tncludes crops, Nah-
ertes |ivestock and lorestry

See Page 12 Col 6

try's largest bilateral aid pro-
gramme,

Currently Bangladesh enjoys
a trade surplus with Canada
with exports inr 1993 of 57.69
million US dollars and imports
of 24.83 million dollars.

"More cooperation is pos

sible in the energy secluor — In ~

See Page 12 Col 3
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Arnistide
returns
home

President Jean-Bertrand
Arisiide {lew back home lLoday
{hree vears after a bloody mili-
tary coup sent him into exile
report AFP, AP

The plane touched dowr at
12:12 pm and a host of digni
taries lined up on the airport
runway to greet the elected
president. who was ousted
Sept 30. 1991 by soldiers

Thousands of people out
side the National Palace
cheered as the blue and white
Boeing 707 descénded roward
the airport.

UUS soldiers guarded the
airpiane and dignitaries inclu
ding US Ambassador William
Swing and Aristide s Cabine!
walted below the steps at the
front. end of the plane for
Aristide.

The 20.000-member US
military force here was of

See Page 12 Col B

Khaleda invited
to visit Canada

The Canadian Minister [on
Trade Roy MacLaren. vesiei
day conveyed Prime Minister
Jean Chretien's invitation u
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia to visit Canada at her cor
vendenl lime. reports BSS

MacLaren conveyed this i1
vitation to Begum Zia when he

called on her at the Prime
Minister's office yesterday
evening.

The Canadian Minister said
he was impressed to see thal
the. government had been able
to create opportunities to af
tract foreign investment In
Bangladesh.

MaclLaren said interests had
been generated among the
Canadian investors to invest in
different fields, especially in
the power sectors of Bangla
desh. He expressed hope thai
the private sectors of both
Bangladesh and Canada would
work hand-in-hand in future

The Prime Minister e
scribed the existing relations
between the two couniries as

See Page 12 Col 5
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