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A Journey to the Frontiers “Befween

P < . e

of Medical Knowledge

n il you're studying me-
icine” or "Oh! you're

‘going to be a doctor” .

is the usual résponse | get
when | introduce
around as a med student, Next

follows “1 hope you come to

see us when we are old and
sick without any fees.”

Life in a Medical College is

not as glamorous as it looks, in
fact for students its the other
way round — before seeking to
heal, they must first walk
. through fire.
. The path that the med stu-
dents have picked will break
some of them while it will
force others to confront their
most closely held secrets,
dreams and fears.. The people
have turned doctors into
something superior, thinking
that they could live upto their
expectations by offering them-
selves up for better treatment
and expecting the best in re-
turn. But paradoxically the
doctors are the most vulnera-
ble of human beings. There are
a number of cases.of drug ad-
diction and alcoholism among
them, because they are
painfully aware that they can-
not live upto the peoples' ex-
pectations, their. anguish is
very much interise. We are not
God. As much as we want to
save peoples' Hves, we can't.
We have to accept the fact that
people die.’

On our orientation day at
med school, | remember the
Principal saying, "Welcome to
this institution, you are the
cream of the society as you
have been filtered from thou-

sands of stydents to join us to-

day. We hope you will live up to
I expectation of you". Never
‘agdin in the next five years did
we see 50 many distinguished
physicians gathered in a single
room. We
getting into a journeéy to the
frontiers of medical knowl-
edge-which is where we were
to begin our own individual
explorations in the vast terri-
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diabetes. AIDS,
Cancer or even the tommon
cold. There are thousands of

diseases in this world but
medical science only has cure

for l certain number of
diseases, the rest is guess

The day after orientation..
we started the first of our four

myself

were collectively.

coming from the chemical
compounds used to keep the
bodies from decaying. Rows of
human bodies, faces unknown,
lay there in one hall room.
Most were accident or starva-
tion cases or those who died of
cold in the streetis and were
never. claimed by relatives. We
were taken there by our pro-
fessor, a very distinguished
and res man. He said to

us, "The bodies, before you, -
‘were once living. -breathing

human beings. They were gen-
erous enough to leave their
bodies to science, so that even
in death they could serve
mankind.
them with fespect.” It was a
kind of paradox that, we, who
have come to preserve the liv-
ing must first preserve the
We wondered who it would
be among us to be the first to
faint or throw up. or walk out
of the room, and to quit med
school completely.
that there were a few vnlun-

teers.

In ‘med school we EJ{]I.'IETI-
erice pain, anxiety. joy —
what's its really like to be on
the cutting edge. Picking up
bets to spend the night in the
morgue. Playing a prank on
someone. Alter the first class
of dissection, the boys tried to
scare the wits out of the girl.
The' boys sometimes - cover
themselves with whife sheets,
and dance on the morgue root
in a ghostly manner calling out
the names of ‘'some of their fe-

. male friends at 1' O cloek past
_ midni

ght. As the morgue is

placed by the side of the ladies
hostel, the girls can very well
see what was going on.

ol -

| want you to treat-

It seemed °

_ Histology,

r

It is an interesting scene Lo
watch us when we prepare
ourselves for the exams. We
march mutter and memorize
and between the 5 second
break that we spare ourselves
— we curSe and feel pity for
ourselves for choosing this
path. While we are slaving
away, the whole world is hav-

- ing a good time. This interest-

ing phenomenon of muftering_
and talking to oneself is actu-
ally a common site displayed in
the psychiatry ward.

The first professional exam-
ination which iﬂ completing

Betfore seeking to heal they must first walk thrnugh fire.
the lst and 2nd year together .

is really tough: Anatomy,
Physiology and

Biochemistry. People actually

freak out from tension. It's like

something we never experi-
enced before. The only rela-
& "-.: RO T e ol o o e Lo

tionship we have then is with
_ chemical compounds, bones,
" muscles, nerves, histological
specimens. Staying awake the
whole night is a problem, and

this each person sorts out his

or her way. Some.use tea. col-
fee. while others prefer stimu-

lant pharmacological products
stimetel. .

like amphetamine,
To relieve the tension., some
also use propranolol — which
is actually a selective beta-
blocker and slows the heart

,rate and also has its own side

effect.
in Histology. we studied the

distributions of healthy tissues

in the body and in Pathology

systeins ol the body:-thelr ac
tion, side-etieci= and contra-
indic fmrrn and also the rhcrm

-— Star Phote by Anis-ur-Rahman

we studied the microscopic.
" findings of diseased tisSue,
Pharmacology gave us insight
or drugs working on various

Only a fraction of their four hundred and fifty five required hotrs of intense anal;um? studies.
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cal properties of the drug
taught us to write good pre-
scriptions. Forensic” medicine

".glves us a view on the cause of
death of the person and post--

mottem is done in cases of ac-
cident and where there is a
suspicion of foul play. The vast
empire of surgery, gynae and
medicide with {ts many
branches is for, the final set up
of being a doctor. But amongst
all these, méd school has an

‘uncanny way of making stu-

dents anti- sﬂpial
weird. -
‘In med school, we see in its

paranaoid,

. cruelest form, the survival of
_the fittest. Not the smartest, as

we -should expect, but the
fittest to cope with the inhu-
man pressures, the demands
made not only on the brain,
but also omn the psyche.-

I remember an incident
which I think all med students
go through at certain points,
We were going through our
clinical yvear and getting ac-
quainted with medicine and its
mysteries. when it seemed as
if we were the ones with the
diseases we were studying. |
have a friend who always keeps
complaining that she has this
disease one minute and an-
other disease the nexti, as she
turns the pages ol the text
book. Actually its called noso-
phobia, very common among
medical students. It.literally
means fear of disease caused
by having to memorize the
medicine book which has ev-

ery kind of strange illness.

There comes a time before
graduation when we think —
people are going . to expect us
to recognize what's wrong with
them and cure it. Fear creeps
n.” how are we going to deal
with that? As Robert Frost has
said, ‘the woods are lovely,

dark and deep but | have

promises to keep and miles be
go before | sleep. and miles to
go belfore | sleep.”

present there
students

rolled the munt brilliant

udents of Bangladesh get the
opportunity to study here. Of
them, the blind students are a
small fraction.

There are many blind peo-
pie in Bangladesh Among
themn. omly 1 per cent get np*

number of them are still fcwcr
in spite of many problems they
are able to compete with gen-
eral students. They have estab-
lished the example that any
handicap is bound to succumnb
to will-power

There are 26 b-lmd students
in Dhaka University at the
moment. They are enrolled
their studies in different sub-
jects, like English. Law. Pubilic
Administration., Social Welfare,
Seociology. Pelitical Science
islamic History and Culture,
lslamic Studies and General

Mistory. Among them six are
post-graduates and twenty are

under-graduate students four

are females and 22 males
Most of them are staying in
different residential halis of
Dhaka University

But they face problems at

t:'y':q} _ul’ their struggle lor

Ershad Ali. a third vear stu-
dent of Social Welfare says.

*The problems which we are
facing in society. are not due
to our handicap. but because of

the unconscicusness of socety
Blind people are not yet ac-
cepted in our society.’

The education system of the

sightiess student is braille In
the cilass room they {ollow
teachers lecture by audio-

recording or wriling in braike

The Blind Students of Dhaka University:
An. Untold Story of Challenging life

hrunw

But some problems arises
here. Ershad Ali explains.

"sometimes few teachers pult.

down their lecture on the
black-board and do not speak.
As a result. we fail to follow the
lectures and suffer.”

Mir Ashraf Hossain 2nd
year student of Public
Administration points out, "We

‘depend on our class mates’ co

operation, but it is regrettabie
that, most of our class-mates;
especially females express
their attitude in heip-
ing us out, On the other hand,
the co-operation of male stu

dents is not aleo satisfactory ~

Farzana Taleb. a 3rd vear
student of Social Welfare Dept.
confirms that “There i= no
opportunity for the sightless
study tn Ubrary A separate se
tidn should have been reserved
for us including modern
braille-technology 1o solve the
problems.” The syndicate o]
Dhaka University decided "to
appoint two readers lor blinds
in the librarv during | 988 and
present Vice chancellor ailso
promised tt. But it is matier of
regret, the Dhaka liniversity
authority now lorgot theyr
PrOfTI 8PS,

Talking abou! their per.
niary (ondition Hafiqu! |slam
3rd _ytar strudents f (GeTieral
History Department nforms
Tt is more expensive for 1he
bitnnd 1o study than sighted
studernts We have 1o pay
transport costs aods recor:d
ifig cosls eic  aswde from '

ition fees. But we get Tk 100
as monthly stipend from Dhaka
University which is not suffi-
cient.

In response to a guestion,
Md Khaltlur Ralhiman. Ist year
student, Deptt. of Political
Sciehwwe says. "We have no op-
portunity to appear at BCS ex-
aminations because, we are
declared undit physically. If we
are allowed to appear at BCS
special cadre examination, we
will be able to carry on our
service properly like sighted
persons. On the other hand, if
the authority of private col-
leges appoint us in their inst-
(irtions then, it will be of great
help for the blind The blind
peaple who are working in
colleges and offices are being

praised bLv the stndents and-

people for their skills. The
(yoverrament! and the people of
Bangladesh should care
(Hherwise i1 is not pussible for
pur Csovernnent W solve these
problems alone

Helevaritly, Jatiangir Alam
snd year student of the de
partipeutl of General History
also ohserved (hat  “there
should be o quota systermn i
civil services for the D

The examimalion system of

b Blind is separate Irom (s

regular normal studens A
sighitleas stiddent takes part In
his coadrmipation with the helg
b v o sighited peersorn alter pec

Ariae taiation ol e 1 irocersits
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the blind by wntmg he or
she is usually found to be min-
imum one year junior from
them. Bul problems arises
here, as told by Mohosin, 3rd
year student of Islamic History
and Culture, — gelling permis-
sion of a helper is more prob-
lematic and difficult than tak-
ing preparations to take part
in the examipation. Sometimes
after getting permission the
helper refuses to cope. At the
last minute the sightiess stu-
dent cannot change his or her
helper without permission ol
the University authority So a
serious problemn arises jt is
the gquestion of time, mouey
and effort to themn”™ Mohosin
adds. I the Limversity author-
ity hands over this Jduty to the
chapgmen of the Depariments

then the problem may be
<0 jved

The sightirss students of
distressed by their
uncertain future. They have no
guarantee to be established
after acequiring higher educa-
tion, Shah Alara, MA Inal year
of Sociology Department men

Uons, We are nol sure that we

. would be employed with our

qualifications and handicap. We
have been appealing fo the
Crovernmerst ol Dangladesh bt
threy did not take any step 1o
sclve the problems

i response (o the (ques
b, what kind o professions
were appropriate lor bl
peaple.  Ashar Al Ard year
student of Social Wellare siays

"We are able to serve as

teacher in schools and cel--
leges, as project managers, re-

source teachers, etc in organi-
mmmmmwmm

ple.”

"We have no problem of
movement in the University
campus. But some problems
are created from wuncovered
manholes and drafns.” says
Sharowar Hossain Khan, 2nd
vear BSS (Hons) student,
Department of Political
Science.

He called wupon the
University authority te be care-
fid in tHis regard. Mentioning
the Western countries like the
United States, Britain, France,
Germany efc Md
Jhosimuddin. Ist year BS.S
student says with confidence
that, “There is no difference
between sightless and sighted
person in those country. But in
my country, | am useless ™ He
adds, “If the peaple in society
are cordial, we can get a better
chance to fe.”

The blind students are a
part ol Dhaka University. They
are pursing their studies com-
peting with general students
in same syllabus and same
classroom. They proved that
physical* impairment s notl
problem for them, Now they
are facing several problems ev-
e1y moment. They want the
co vperation of the soclety, not
help So It ts a duty of all to
soive these problems.

" ENGERS and Stud-
nts are restricted on
the bumper and on

the roof'. The notice of the

Minibus Owners' Association

inscribed on the near of a

speeding minibus, at a city

outlet, left a trail of thought

behind. .

from the sign, that students
are no longer considered as
the members of the highly
available homo sapien species
which cuutumaﬂly fulfil the
criterion of 'passenger'.

Students have visibly threat-
ened the position of the po-
licemen, featuring in the bold
headline of an old joke: Road
“Mishap Claimed Three Men
and One Policemen. {Hu harm
intended to the men in Khakt,
and for their satisfaction. the
joke has a Noakhali editien
too).

However, the fact remains:
students are regarded as sub-
human. This is an extreme
assertion, but, I believe, rightly
so. True, students once spear-
headed' all .the
culminated in the Liberation
War. They played the key role-
in sending an.autocrat to the
state guest house. They fea-
tured in the‘tanonical works of
Tagore and Nazrul. And now
they appear at the mercy of
the bus ownersl

Some of these businessmen
have even put up an implied
warning at the very entrance of
their vehicles: ‘No half conces-
" slon. Well, some of them are
generous enough to charge half
of the actual fare. In exchange,
they (half or nil educated bus
conductors) "hold the right to
scrutinise the identity of the
studentis.

Students are not the earn-
ing members of the society,
and if we are to believe in the
words of the national celebri-
ties, students are the future of
our nation. Naturally_ they can
well deserve the concession
which otherwise is used for
the uniformed men whose only
vocation is to be in the foreign
mercenary missions and to ap-
pease the global fathers. After
all. who will fight with
Bangladesh? — specially when
the contenders are enjoying an
economic, cultural allegiance
from you-know-whom. At the
same time, it should also be
remembered that students are
misusing the privileges they
are endowed with,

A coupkle of years back.
hundreds of transport workers
clashed with the students of
the Jahangirnagar University.
The clash ensued when a truck
met an accident while overtak-
ing a university bus on the
Dhaka-Aricha highway. The
students, irked by the reckless
driving, wanted to give the

It is quite obvious, at least °

mients that
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‘taken completely by surpri
by the nearby brlckﬂeld

* labours. Enforced by these new

iron hands, the transport
workers carried out an hour-
long attack on the boys and
giris. They held them as cap-
tives, ransacked th® university
busés, and even pretended to
light fire to a vehicle with uni-
versity teachers and students
inside, and not to mention the
volley of verbal abuses. The

’ students retaliated by laying a

siege on the highway and dam-
aging scores of vehicles. -

This traumatic incident il-
lustrates the outburst of the
harboured anger of the trans-
port workers the students.
Many a times, the students
took to the city roads and
damaged vehicles reacting to
the -slightest provocation.
Think of the clash between
medical students and the

of subhuman. They have had
the fruit of from
cable TV, VCR and western
propaganda and they have had
themselves cursed. Like Adan
and Eve, they have learnt abou
shame; shame of being poo:
and backward. Thereby, they

-ape whatever they think suit-

able for them — let it be a gun
or an i ‘
There is no reason to ig-
nore thé small embla-
zoned on the body of the buses.
It upholds the general attitude
towards students. The taxpay-
ers are frustrated to see their
successors misappropriating
their money — the concession
offered by the government. Ask
any shopkeeper of Elephant
Road New Market or Century
Arcade — for them, studenis
are a nightmare. Ask any polit
ical leader — for them. stu-
dents are the magic lamp of
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truck labours after the death of
a student Rumana; or think of
the students of the Notre
Dame College who unleashed a
terror’ in the city after the
death of their beloved teach-
ers.

This is just one side of the
story: the tale of accident and
its consequent revenge. The
other side of the fence is not
greener. Students are now be-
ing identified and projected as
terrorists, extortionists. ad-
dicts and what not. In all the
police stations, you will find
the portfolio of the hotshot

student leaders on the board of -

wanted criminals. Such has
become the established nH:he
of the academicians.

At the social level, students
have lost their hard-earned
former vigour and glory. They
have deralled themselves from
the superhuman stature to that

Aladdin with genie of fire
power. Ask any contractor lor
them students are both boon
and bane.

The term ‘student’ shouid
be applied to a group of
you who are in the pro
cess of preparing themselves
for the real world. They are
learning the rules of the worl«d
in which they inhabit
Ironically enough. life itself is
providing the students with
pistols instead of pens, phen
sidyls instead of ink. illusions
instead of reality.

Why then should the stu
dents be severed apart from
society [as crystallized in the
disintegration of passenger!
They are not the cancer
rather they are affected by the
cancerous growth in the soci
ety. It is the society with all its
callousness, has resulted in the
catastrephe for the students

truck driw.:r a treat but were
was walking along the
I railway tracks, enjoying
" the sight and devouring
the scenic beauty around me.
Suddenly there was deafening,
horrifying noise and a big
hideous train came out of
' nowhere and ran over me. |
jumped up straight, on my bed
and realised it was only the
damn ¢lock signalling me to
get up and g:-t rtad]r for
school.
| banged it on.the uidctlblc
to silence it and was about to
doze off again when | nﬂ;ll-tfd
the time. All the hair on my
head sprang up ... It was 8
o'clock. My school started at
8:15; with one leap | landéd on
the bathroom floor and drew
my toothbrush and started

brush_.

Compared to what future
held for me, ghutting down the
breakfast was easy. Outside —
my driver saw the.front door
burst open and me fly out.
There — he offhandedly in-
formed me, that | couldn't
take the car. the battery was
down. That figured, | would
have to take a rickshaw. In the
road — | saw a solitagy rick-
shaw approaching idly. |1 ea-
gerly ran upto it but was re-
fused Getting a rickshaw at
this {ime in Dhanmondi was —
not t but almost impossi-
} ble. | at the first one,

pedalling away aimiessly and

idly. and wunconsciously
jammed my fist on my other
hand "

When | finally got the rick-
shaw it was almost 8:25.
Trying to anticipate and be
ready for the punishment. ']
entered the school.

ot of stuff before they

1ntnr the class. Fﬁully — with

weary steps [ got to my class.
It was the Bangla teacher's pe-
riod and as [ sought permis-
sion to enter the class, from
her. she looked at me over her
: glasses [ haven't seen the

fighting, with the tooth ahd .

Aspects
of Life

by Adnan R Amin

‘Levy Shoemakey comects, ‘in

on’, but I'm sure none of
them were brighter than those
flaming and raging eyes.
Meekly — | entered the class
and sat down.

The rest of the period
passed uneventfully. Next pe-
riod was chemistry. The
teacher came in, walked to the

huhlyunndupuidm.

1
start ud'lmtnpeilanun‘nl‘
" *Okay — keep stand-
mg So — | had to keep
rest of the period.
During the next perfod, my
frtends, who sat immediately
behind me threw paper balls at
the girls, while the teacher
siept profoundly, with his
mouth open loosely.
One of the boys -’mly deltv-

ered a bar t inta the
enormous pit. were all gig-
gling away as the teacher woke
up with a jerk and unfortu
nately swallowed the whole
thing. It took the old man
quite sometime to figure out
what was going on. Then he
saw all my thirty-two teeth ex-

posed, and all shining in the
sun., And for some unknown

reason he just assumed that |

was the unidentified assallant.
He beckoned me to stand
Coming back after t
hours | sat down slowly.
Everythi was going wrong
today. | started to ponder
whether it was a bad omen. Al
this point the English teacher

entered the class a bellowed
that there was going to be a
surprise test on 'King Lear
now. [ .could not believe my
ears. But there was no time to
convince myself. [ hastily
opened my bag and drew out.
what could be described as
“the remains” of my English
literature copybook. The boys

~who sat immediately behind

me_had used up all the pages
to make paper balls. the very
ones that got into trouble ear

------

g

In test | wrote how
Condelia met her f{athers
ghost. and all about Portia and
Petruchio in details | The next
period was Maths. The teacher
and started

" Once again m] POOr WEary
feet contained my immense
t for one whele penod
The rest of the day in school
passed uneventfully except fo
getting 1.5 in a geography lesi
out of 10.
| came home exhausted and
crestfallen. What a day' | let oul
a sign of relief. In my room. |
found a cousin of mine singing
aloud to herself and recording
it on my ‘use your Hlusion il

A cold bath washed of my
lassitude. Then aftér lunch, |
enjoyed my siesta. watched

Howser and listened
to my favourite tapes and
songs. sometimes interrupted
by a shrill childish voice try

at ni‘ht I got my uniform
. put my books in my bag.
my diary and found
was a Biology test the

on a syllabus which

next day
was nearly three pages long.



