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Hasina goes to
Mymensingh tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chief and
Leader of the Oppostiopn in
Parlament Shefikh Hasina will
address a rally in Mymensingh
tomorrow demanding resigna
tion of the gg¥ernment and
elections umnder a caretaker

nent. savs an Al press
release. The Mymensingh
District Awami League has or
ganised the rally al the Cirouit
Housre ‘Maidan at 3 pm on
Salurday

Kazi Zafar leaves
for London
By Staff Correspondent

A lormer prime minister
and presidium member of the
Jatiya Party. Kazi Zafar Ahmed
MP. left Dhaka for London
Wednesday midnight for treat-
menit, according to a JP press
release Kasi Zalar was under
treatment at the Cardihepe
Meart Centre in the city since
October 3

One killed in
Khuina

From Our Correspondent
KHULNA. Oct 13 Moha

mmad Abdul! .Jabbar 35, a peon |

of the Khmilna Callectorate, was
hacked to death last night at
lnis village home at Srifaltala
under Rupsha thana 15 Kilo-
metres from here According
to police, he was aitackKed by
the assailants soon after his
return horme from the office
Paolice !ater recovered seme
icaflets ;

frog t b

i B E i
GCCHrTeNde Fhe teaflets are
however beanng the name of
"Purbe Banglar Communist
Party " The cause of the mur
der was no! known immie |
drately !

"simistic ... |

A productive dialogue
is my mission : Ninian

The Commonwealth Secre-
tary General's emissary Sir
Ninian Stephen has said he is
‘meither optimistic nor pes-
simistic’ about the outcome of
the planned dialogue between
the government and the oppo-
sition parties.

"1 am in a situation where |
am neither optimistic nor pes-
understand the
parties are long way apart ...
and it is a drawing together
process.” Sir Ninian said at a
press conference at state guest
house Padma on his arrival in

the city vesterday.

"My main mission is to get
the parties talking, to see the
parijes can get engaged in a
prochuctive dialogue.” he said.

The Commonwealth
Secretary General, who was
here last month, must have
discovered materials and atti-.
tudes which gave him grounds
for optimism, otherwise he

By Staff Correspondent

would not go ahead with his
endeavour. Ninian said, "Both
the Prime Minister and the
Leader of the Opposition
agreed to the proposal he
(C'Wealth Secretary General)
put forward is itself a ground
of his optimism."

Political adviser to Awami
League Chief Sheikh Hasina
SAMS Kibria and two
Commonwealth officials, who
arrived in"Dhaka earlier as an
advance team. were also pre-
seni at the press conference.

A former Governor General
of Australia, Sir Nimian said
Bangladesh's current political
problem is a matter which has
to be resolved by-leaders and

people’ of the country them-.

selves. _

"My mission is to be avail-
able to facilitate discussions
between the parties in any way
that might be appropriate’,
said the 71-year old Common-

wealth emissary, who served as
Justice of the Australian High
Court fot 10 yearSs before
becoming Governor General in
1982, :

A second world war vet-
eran, Ninian-said the discus-

sions would initially take place

at the level of deputies but it is
hoped that direct talks be-
tween the Prime Minister and
the Leader of the Opposition
could be held as early as possi-
ble.

- "1 look forward to working
closely with them and their
colleagues to facilitate the dia-
logue,” Sir Ninian, who played
a major role for resolving the
Ireland crisis, said in an arrival
statement. i

He sald, "It is the hope of
the Commonwealth Secretary
General that by means of dis-
cussion between the parties
the prevailing atmosphere of

See Page 12 Col 3
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Talks with
Opposition
leaders
today

By Staff Correspondent

The Commonwealth Secre-
tary General's emissary Sir
Ninian Stephen, who arrived
in the city yesterday _to

facilitate dialogue between the

opposing political camps, sits
with the leaders of the opposi-
tion” parties and groups in
Parliament this morning.

The opposition leaders met
yesterday evening to decide
the strategy for today's talks
with Ninian. According to
meeting sources. the opposi-
tion leaders would explain to
Ninian the nature of the pre-
sent political stalemate and
reasons behind it.

We shall explain tnk:{m the
justification for the Opposition
struggle, including boycott of
Parliament proceedings, in
demand for heolding general
elections under a non-partisan
caretaker government, an op-
position leader-who attended
vesierday's meeting told The
Daily Star. On the question of
the order of subjects at the
proposed talks, the Opposition
yesterday resolved once again
that it wpuld not allow any
topic to come before the care-
taker government issue. ‘May
be., Commonwealth Secretary
General Chief Emeka's pro-
posed agenda included the
caretaker government issue as
the second item, but the ruling
party leader and Deputy Leagder
of Parliament Prof Badruddoza
Chowdhury, in his letters to
Deputy Leader "of the
Opposition-Abduys Samad Azad.
always mentioned the care-
taker government issue as the
first item for the proposed dia-
logue”, the opposition leader
added. ‘

The ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP)
sources, however, said that the
Oppositibn did net respend
positively to A«govergment igh-
tiated dialoguwe. "They have ac-
tually - agreed to the

See Page 12 Col 6

Nobel Literature Prize for-Oe

Obsession turns into style

Japanese author Keuzaburo Oe smiles while answering re-

porter's question at his home in Tokyo -

— AFP photo

| ASEAN-SAARC linkage

need of the hour: PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Oct 13:

' Prime Minister Begum Khaleda

Zia today stressed the need for

establishing institutional link-

age between ASEAN and
SAARC to promote cooperation
between the two Asian regions,
reports BSS.

"1 believe, institutional link-
age between ASEAN and
SAARC is.the need of the hour
to promote cooperation be-
tween the two regions”, Begum
Zia said at a press conference
here at Hotel Regent on the
outcome of hef official visit to
Malaysia.

Describing Malaysia as an
‘influential member of ASEAN
the Prime Minister said
Malaysta could take initiative in
establishing the linkage and

‘urged her Malaydian cournter-
part Dr Mahathir Bin Mohamad

to discuss the matter with

other members of ASEAN.
Begum Zia said as the cur-
rent chairperson of SAARC she
would also discuss with other
SAARC member countries the
establishmeni of linkage with

'ASEAN.

The Prime Minister told a
questionnaire that she had
discussed ' this with the
Malaysian Prime Minister said
and modalities could be
worked out in this regard after
their discussions with the
member countries of their re-
spective regional forums.

Giving a brief resume of
SAARC, Begum Fia said. all the
seven countries, which form
the regional farum. had recog-
nised the importarice of re

. gional cooperation for devel-

opment and alleviation of
poverty.

See Page 12 Col 4

Election fever grips

business community

By Staff Correspondent

»
An election fever has

gripped the country's business |

community as the-Federation
of Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI).- the apex body of the
comrhunity, goes to polls on
October 17

On that day. office-holders
of the affiliated business organ-
jsations f[rom around the
country are going to elect a
president, a vice president and
30 execulive committee (EC)
members of the Federation for
a two-year term.

Some of the leading indus
trialists and businessmen are
contesting the polls and the
candidates themselves are se-
riously campaigning for the
coveted posts

The reason the elections
this vear has aroused so much
interest among trade and in
dustry circles is that this is for
the first time in its 21-year
history the federation's office
holders are being elected un-
der a direct voting system re

 placing the proxy voting sys

tem used earlier

This change has forced the
prospective candidates 1o
launch a vigorous campaign
replete with formmulating their
respective election manifestios,
holding projection meetings in

different cities and even con-
ducting doer-to-door style
campaigns among the voters

"The change in the voting
system has compelled the
candidates to come forward
with specific agenda to win
votes as the stakes are very
high. Earlier. the winners
were decided well before the
polling day.” remarked a vote:
in the elections who leads a
trade association.

Under a rotating system
the FBCCI president and vice
president are elecled from
amengst the representative
trade associations and cham-
ber hodies. This year. the pres-
ident would be elected from
amongst the candidates fos
trade associations as the in
cumbent president
Rahaman. was elected by the
chamber group when he was
the president of the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCC])

The 30 EC memberships
are split equally among the
trade associations and cham
her groups.

The FBCC| represents 55
chambers and another 132
trade associations from around
the conntry. There are 840 ¢l
igible voters -~ 614 would vote

See Page 12 Col |
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DCC female

commissioner
polls tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent

The elections to the re-
served seats of female com-
missioners of the Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) will be held
tomorrow. according to a gov-
ernment handout.

. The elections will be held
atl the office of the Deputy
Commissioner who will be the
Returmng Officer.

The voting will take place
fromy 10am to 4pm without any
break. X

Jessore-3 bypolls
November 15

By-election to the parlia-
mentary seat of Jessgre-3
(constitiiency No -87) will be
held on November 15, aceord-
ing o a press release of the
Election Commission vester-
day. reports UNB

The seat fell vacant follow
ing the death of Awami League
MFP Roushan All on August 1Y

The election commission
schedule announced sel
October 22 for submitting
nomination papers to the re-
turmdng officers and assistant
returning officers

The nomination papers will
e scrutinised on October 23
and the last day for withdrawal
of candidature is October 30

Former Hagtian military dictator [A
Prince Internatinnal Asrport early yesterday for leaving for exile i

(e Moul (edras

and hix famal:

First ever Asiad
medal for

Bangladesh

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh earned its first
ever Asian Games medal when
the national Kabaddi players
wrapped up their Round Robin
League engagements with four
wins and a defeat. ensuring at
least a bronze in the 12th
Asiad in Hiroshima.

However, ]
have to wait until the end of
the crucial India-Pakistan tie
to know the colour of the
medal they will take home.

The Indo-Pak encounter
was postponed a few minutes
into the setond session when
an argument over an umpiring

decision held up the match for

mare than 20 minutes, result-
ing an automatic posipone-
ment. The Asian Kabaddi
Federation regulation states
that a match cannot be sus-
pended for more than 20 min-
utes and if it does, the match
has to be replayed.

The called off tie has been
rescheduled for today.

In the case of an Indlan vic-
tory, Bangladesh. who have six
points from four matches, will
get a silver but if Pakistan pre
vails the three Subcontinental
neighbours will be at par on

See Page 12 Col 6

the squad will®

Garments (iuota rules
may be amended

By Special Correspondent

The Commerce Ministry's
proposal to restructure the
gquota system of the garments
sector is likely to be placed
soon before the cabinet again
for approval.

The eight-point proposal
was considered by the cabinet
at a meeting in August and
sent to the committee on fi-
nance and economic alfairs for
further review and scrutiny.

According to official
sources, the cabinet commit-
tee has completed the scrutiny
and sent the proposal back to
the Commerce Ministry with

some minor amendments. The -

migisiry is now preparing 1o
place it before the Cabinet as
soon as possible, sources con-
cerned said.

To facilitate a balanced de-
velopment of the garments in-
dustry. the Commerce
Ministry had proposed
amendment to The Textile
Trade and Quota
Administration Rules, 199]
and placed it for the ‘tonsider-
ation of the cabinet November
9. 1992. The cabinet formed a
committee to examine the
proposal and make recom-
mendations accordingly.

The recommendations of
that committee were for-
warded to the cabinet in

March last year. Alterwards, a
coordination committee
headed by the labour and man
power minister, was consti
tuted to review the quola isste
This committee prepared an
other report containing a 1Y
point recommendation

The Commerce Mimsiry
has now finalised its:draft pro-
posal considering the report ol
the coordination committee
keeping in view suggestions
from the relevant quarters,

The final recommendations

of the ministry includes provi-

sion for incentives to those
who export garments fully
made of local lextiles Such

exporters would get guota al
location upto 200 per ceni ol

their original export in the
previous year.
It has also been recom

mended that il the applica-
tions for any category come
under consideration for free
I:iimta. then a mimmum ol D00
dozens can be allocated. In
rase of smaller availability ol
guota. the allocation would be
made on ‘first some [irst
served basis or through lot
tery

Allocation of unused portion
of 10 per cent quota reserved
for local textiles under the

See Page 12 Col 7

arrive at Pert-au

AFF photo

Hanama

Cedras, Biamby
arrive in
Panama

PANAMA CITY Oct 13
Haiti's former military ruler
arrived in exile in Panama to
day looking weary. and asked
understanding for the hard
times he said he and his family
are suffering. reports AP

He was accompanied by
Philippe Biamby. his chiel of

staff and the No. 3 man iIn
Haiti's most recent military
dictatorship

Many Panamanians opposed
the decision to take in Cedras,
a leader of the coup that top-
pled Hailti's democratically
elected president and installed
a brutal three-year military
rule. Opposition politicians
said Panama risked becoming a
“world class garbage can’” for
tyrants and dictators

"We say thank you te the
president (of Panama) and to
the Panamanian people who
receive us ' Cedras. Mlanked by
family menibers. said upon il

Ser Page 12 (ol B

Lankan peace talks
begin in Jaffna

PALALI. Oct 13: The first
round of peace talks in lour
years hetween government of-
ficials and Tamil guerillas
fighting for independence be-
gan in rebel-held territory to-
day, reports AP

Prime Minister Chandrika
Kumaratunga, whose leftist
coalition came to power In
parliamentary elections in
August, promised during her
campaign to open negotiations
atmed at ending . the 11 year
ethnic war., which has killed
over 34 000 people

The governmen! team f[lew
to Jaffna Peninsula in northem
Sri Lanka from Colombe and
began talks with rebel media
tors at the University of Jaflna,
300 kilomeires north ol
Colormbo

The officials gave the rebels
a  wrilten message Irom
Kumaratunga addressed 1o
guerilla leader Velupillai Prab

hakaran, a Defermce Ministry
official said on condition ol
anonymity

But the government has re
fused to tell reporters what
the letter contains or what its
four officials and the four
rebels will discuss during the
first round of talks on
Thursday and Friday

"We will have to go ta Jailna
and decide. depending on how
things turn out’ Lionel
Fernando, a member of the
government delegation. said
before leaving Colombo. the
capital

The guerilias have net dis- .,

cussed (he negotiations on
thetr radio station, but they
recently said they mayv be will
ing to drop their demand tu
independence in nerthern and
eastern Sri Lanka and settle
instead for greater autonomy.
Meanwhile. Aghting contin

See Page |2 Col 6

STOCKHOLM., Oct 13
Kenzaburo Oe. whose hrain-
damaged child became a pri
mary symbol in his warks
showing the dark side of posl
war Japan. won the Naobel
prize in literature todav re
poris LINB.

Oe. 59, invented a vivied,
almost assaultive writing style,
4 far departure from lraﬁrt;r_m.il
Japanese literary expressior

Among his most important
works .was the 1967 novel
"The Silent Cry." which deals
with people's relationship i 4
world where "knowledge pas
sions. dreams, ambitions .ind
attitudes merge into a0 h
other.” the academny sair

Kenzaburo Oe (pronovcerd
ken-za-boo-roh oh-eh) 15 the
second Japanese writer to wig
the Nobel literature prize [
1968. the academy honnirer
Yasunan Kawahata

Oe suid today that he was
heavily influenced by author-

See Page |2 Col 7

66 feared killed
in Iranian
plane crash

NICOSIA, Ot 13 An itdning
passenger plane carryine ¢«F
people crashed in oot
in central Iran. and all dbwen
were believed killed iror -
state-run media saiel todday
ports AF

Tt is expected that nony
the 59 passenders and sewe
member crew has soroine
sald Tehran Radio
in Nicosia, All abwoard wer
Iranians. according 1
Islamic Republte News Age

Earlier reports s 1
people were on the finghs

The Dutch made Fokker
28 diEEF[JEdI'H'i on Wednesol
night around the #
mouniains rnear Natans
kilomeires south of the o
Tehran. according o rhe
AZETICY .

Assernian Airline < by

See Page 12 (ol o=

5 killed, 30 hurt
in Comilla road
accidents

From Our Correspaondent

COMMILLA (et 13 T i
sons were killed arnd 40
jured in two road
near Coinilla towrn toooy

At aronnd 330 am tiela
Dhaka-bound rught coact
Chittagong hil a parked oo
on. the Chitragong [l
highway at Kutuimbunn

The acoident left o
sons killed on the spaod

TEEEL RS rd

injured. The 1njured
admitted to the Conuila =
Hospital

in another mishap
Comilla Svihet
constable died
when a4 bus was overd
near Shaha Doulatpur

The policeman was tlen
fied as Golam Mohae
Milon. The accident lsio el
10 others injored

The drivers o
buses are absconding

Quake shakes
Joypurhat

JOYPURHAT. Oct L4 A
mild earth guake shook this
northern district town tontghe
creating panic among the resi
dents. reports UNB.

Townsmen said the fremuy
began at 11:45 pm and lasted
about 30 seconds shaking
buildings and stractures

Panic-stricken people par
ticularly devotees at Puja man
daps. ran helter skelter

There was no immediate
report of any casualty or dam

age.
* Vijaya Dasami
today

Durga Puja. the gre.ates
festival of the Hindu commu
nity, will conchade today wilh
lj.'l.li' solemnity across t e o
try reports 1INB

Vilaya Dasami. the last Jday
of the fiye day puja testivai witl
culminate with the immersion
ol the ol of goddess Durga

According to Hindu nmivthol

. Durga Puja, also called
'Sharadiva Utsay (Autumi fes
tivall. symbaolises the victon of
good over the evil

Durga. a beautiful goddess
with tenn hands, s the svinbol
of peace and wellbetng against
"Maliishasur the symibol ol
evil

Through the immersion
goddess Durga will relurn to
the 'heaven again for one vear
and will come back to her [a
ther's land. the earth nexi

borg brwe s
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