- - s —

2 dacoits killed |

in Sylhet
police firing

MOULVIBAZAR, Oct 12:
Two alleged dacoits were
killed and three policemen
injured in a clash between po-
lice and dacoits in a village of
Srimongal thana early,
Tuesday .. police said. reports

fUNB.

Acting on a tip off, police
from Moulvibazar and
Srimongal jointly raided a
house in Chatalgaon village to
arrest a gang of dacoits.

They said they opened fire
in self defence when the mis-
creants attacked themn with
lethal weapons. Two of the
miscreants, identified as Siraj.
35 and Noshib, 25. of
Srimorngal thana. died on the
spot while the rest fled away

Injured Sub-Inspectlors
Shahjahan and Mizan. and con-
stable Jalii were given first aid
at_sadar hospital.

Police recovered some dao,
kris and iron rods from the
hovise.
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SYLHET: Bilkis Jaigirdar, President, Sylhet district unit of Jativa Mahila Sangstha inau-

gurating the week-long tree _plantatinn'cﬁn‘.ipaign at the Sylhet Government Pilot Girls High

School recently.
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Housewife
killed, another
commits
suicide
*  KUSHTIA, Oct 12: A house-
wife was found hanging with
the ceilinig of her room. at
Dakhinpara village in sadar
thana on Sunday night, reports

UNB. _

Neighbours said. Saleha
Khatun. 18. was occasionally
beaten up by her husband,
Monirul Islam over dowry. On
the day she had a quarrel with
her husband dnd was found
dead in the morning.

As Monirul was absconding
since the incident, the vil-
lagers suspected that he might
have killed her wife and
hanged her

The body was sent to sadar

hospital for autopsy.
. A case was filed with' the
sadar police.

Another report adds: an-
other. housewife allegedly
committed suicide by taking
poison on Tuesday in Daulatpur
thana of the district.

Police said. Faima Khatun,
22, wife of Mohsin Alf of
Piarpur union in Daalatpur
thana committied suicide aver
family feud.

- Chittagong
General Hospital
to have 200
beds soon

CHITTAGONG, Oct 12:
Minister for Fisheries and
Livestock Abdullah-al-Noman
Tuesday said that modernisa-
tion works of a full-fledged
Chittagong general hospital
would be completed soon. re
ports BSS

The minister said this at a
meeting with officials con-
cerned in the conference
room of the hospital.

The meeting was attended,
among others, by local MP
Serajul Islam. [irector General
of Health Services Prof
Mohammad Maurn-Nabi
Principal ol Chittagong
Medical College Hospital Prof
Saveda Nurzahan Bhuivan, Civi)
Surgeonn A'S M Humyoon Khan
and Depuly Commissioner A H
M Abul Kashem. a PID handoiit
sadd

Noman said that the hospi
tal which began its journey
with 80 beds about 5 years agn
now failed 1o meet the present
requirement. it is the personal
inittative of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia 1o turn i
into 200 beds. he said adding
that Tk one crore and five lakh
ﬁ already been sanctioned in

regard

He directed

Lthe officials

concerned o complete the
work within a month
The Minister wen! round

dyfferent sections of the hospi

tal. Later he. visited the
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital

distance

“i,aw, order situation de
in Kushtia district

KUSHTIA Oct 12 Law apned
Chder sstuanon in six thanas of
the disinet has allegediv dets
noratexd

Peace kming people retnain
worried and are passing their
hours 1 fea; f untoward ind
dents iree mosement of ter
rorists with fire arms  murder
in broad day haght and suhbse
quen! release of 1Hir accused
on bl troan pressure froan
higher asthorifies stablang
rapes hiacking wurgaries

collection. vioience high

bus dacnities kidnappings
and camj: - visienice have be
come commint feature in the
district

[egal sale of &iie and ‘s
wide scale s riltivation and
sale of guriy-. ther im
morai act lies sy or
rise Camp =~ violerie dn ady
cational and .t<
retalatory measre Lave ot 10
severgl ifi vderit s o olfferc e
e oachng r rier Ashies
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BIWTA, R&H experts recommend

Demand for shifting of

Nagorebari ferry ghat

FPABNA. Oct 12: The ferry
ghat from Nagorebari to
Natibpur requires shifting for
the greater interest of main-
laining regularity of ferry-ser-
vices and also of road transporl
services belween the eastern

and northern. parts  of
Bangladesh. .

The experts. both from Lhe
Roads and Highways

Department and Bangladesh
Inland Water Transport
Authority [BIWTAJ said shifting
of the ferry ghat from
Nagorebarl to Natibpur. six
miles downstream would
benefit in many ways. The fact,
that Nagorebari ghat was expe-
riencing heavy siltation every
year and hence heavy and
regular dredging was needed
withh an abnormally high
expenditure. Moreover, due to
heavy erosion in the river
Jamuna every year, shifting of
pontoons of the ferry ghat of
Nagorebari became a regular
affair. Lastly, because of the
between the
Nagorebari- and Aricha is too
much which makes ferry ser-
vices between the said two
ghats more costly and more
time consuming.

In view of the above rea-
sons. repeated demands were
‘made during the late-seventies
to remove the terrv ghat from
Nagorebari to a more conve
pient place, The Government
then conducrted surveys

From Our Correspondent

through separate teams of ex-
peris, one appointed by Lhe
Inland Water Transport
Authority and the other by the
Roads and Highways
Departiment — and both these
teams. after conducting sur-
veys on two or three occasions
separately, recommended for
abandoning the Nagorebari
ghat and be shifted teo
Natibpur.

According to findings by the
experts, Nagorebari ferry ghat
was being badly eroded every
yvear and siltation of the river
Jamuna was also acute at
Nagorebari and as such. round
the year, pontoens need shift-

ing B to 10 times a year and
this causes serious inconve-
niences. During the lean pe-
riod water-level of Jamuna falls
very low at Nagorebari ghat.
Minimmum water-level required
for running the ferries cannot
be maintained without fre-
gquent and heavy dredging.
Hence. the entire process is

extremely costly and also very.

much time-consuming.

The Natibpur ghat. accord-
ing to findings said water-level
throughout the year remained
maximum while thére was no
reports of erosion at all and
hence, according to the ex-
perts, shifting of the ferry ghat
[rom Nagorebari to Natibpur
was technically and economi-
cally more viable.

Moreover, they observed
that distance between Aricha
and Nagorebari ghat was ten
miles while it was only three
and a half miles distance be-
tween Aricha and Natibpur and
thus, ferries wounld be able to
cross the river within half an
hour as against two or more
hours in case of Aricha to
Nagarbari. Thus,
ferry ghat would naturally re-
duce fuel consumption of fer-
ries and could also reduce the
fares changed by the ferries.

The then governinent of
late President Ziaur Rahman
accepted the recommendation
and started construction of al-
lernative ferry ghat at
Natibpur. Road-link between
Kashinathpur and Natibpur
was also constructed but fol-
lowing the sudden killing of
President Ziaur Rahman, the
implementation of the scheme
was suspended. -

During Ershad regime, no
headway could be made
although the necessity of shift-
ing was not denied nor the
work of the scheme in papers
was ever withdrawn.

Meanwhile, the condition of
Nagorebari ferry ghat has ag-
gravated further.

All sections of people of
Northern districts using this
route demand that the aban-
doned scheme be revived soon

and its implementation be
taken up. ”

shifting of -

Continued dmught

Crops worth Tk 15 crore
damaged in Natore

From Our Correspondent

NATORE. Oct 12 Crops
worth about Taka 15 crore has
been damapged in six thanas of
Natore districl due to the un
precedented drought this vear
a knowledgeable source said

According to Agriculture
Extension Department [(AED]
abwnit 20 792 hectares of land
district had been
brought under aman paddy cul
livation and over 50 per ¢emt
ammarn crops were damaged due
Lo continued drought and lack
of moisturs

Maost of the water bocles in
the dhistrict almaost dried up,
etHect al *1rnr-.gi|r

Fhe SOLrce

i Ths

adderd that a
smmall portbon ot 1he arable land
COEldl e pritfected  lrom
drought by ensuring arrigation
fAcCilities

e production target had

Beerr fxed ar 22520 metric

tons of paddy. but it may not
be achieved, according to local
agricultural experts.

The ill-fated cultivators
have been living in miserable
condition. The cultivators have
to face complication to receive
agri-loan. For these complica
tions some farmers can not
start cultivation

The local unit of National
Cultivators Association [NCA)
has demanded to disburse in
lerest free agri-loan — among
the drought affected poor
growers

The AED authority here has
not taken any initiative lor re
habilitating the poor growers
it is learnt.

As a result, tood scarcity in
rural areas is now spreading
day-labourers ol agri Helds
have turned jobless

From Our Correspondent

tweert nival underground par
Lies Rave vititated the atmo-
sariere 1 s observed

After complaints pohoe
conducred several raids to
it crnEes bt the law £
(gt ageldges failed 1o
check the cres s alleged

| NSt renils podice feportedly
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"Hall e AR {Aaltles were
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Armpes lasties ocourred at
Lilereor olacos where the ac-
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arms cases. and two catile
lifting Of them. murder of one
Lattf an elecirician ok housing
estate. who died in Dhaka
Medical College Hospital after
remaining in comma for about
one month is nentonakble ||
persons have heen charge
sheeted in Latil inurder case of
them threes have been laken
into custondy

Due 1o frequent violence
islainic University was closed
for indefinite period. The um
versity authority alse ordered
the students to vacate their
dermitories. During closure
SOITeE Miscreants went Lo cam
pus and demanded Taka one
lakh as subscription fruto con
tractor's representatives whio
after faling to pay the amount
were assaulted by them and
this again iedd to tinrest 11 The

RIS
These miscreants were
laver sderititied as those whi

Had 'aken adonssion o spern o

They deserve it!

From Staff Correspondent

SHLHET. Oct 12 : 'Students
and teachers of Shahjalal
LUiniversitly of Science and
Technology department held a
dav-long ceremony. Saturdav
to celebrate successful com
pletion of the first batch's aca:
demiic session free from ses-
sion jam and terrorism. The
students who took admission
in the lirst year honours in
1991 are aboul to complete
graduation courses this year.

The ifstitution is proud to
b able to keep the campus
lree from all kinds of terror
isni and session jam during the
last three years.

The day-long function began
through oath taking by the
oulgoing students. Vice
t'hancellor-in-charge and
Ireasure  FPrincipal, Golan:
Hasul conducted the oath. The
mangural function was also at
tended by Protessor Hablbur
Raliman. Varsity Registrar
Protessor Abdul Aziz. Professor
Sirajul Hagque Miah and Dr
Syl Shamsul Alam

riorates

quota from pressure by party
a TIVISES

Sirmilar s the condition o
Kushtia Governinent 1 ollege
CAITERLS where { hhatra
Sangsad election s scheduled
tir be Lield All the students
argamsations have embarked
nupon election platforn and the
“itiidation 1s lense

ri August this vear 90 cases
were recorded in oall six thanas
of the distrirt which nchude
sia Hurder five arms cases,
thiree catile hftings three da
coities  two rohberies and one
kKicinapping ¢ ase

In hast July. 71 cases were
recorded which inchiude four
miiidders. one dacoity. three
robbéeries

In June 90 cases were
recorded o oall six thanas of
thie chsrpiet owhich anchiade five
miurder |mix Arms vases, six
buarglaries. three cattle g
five sinagghng amid two Kid
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| Credits, trainings transformed: their

lives beyond expectations

T never knew there was good money in

the Rural Development Academy at Bogra gave me the know-how
loan of Tk 2,000 in 1992. That led to a solid profit of Tk 20,000. Can

nursery until the Technical Resource Team amnd

and guided me to investing in it my first
you believe that? I gained in self-confid ence

and soon went for ¢ second loan of Tk 5,000 and took more land orf lease to grow plants. The nationwide

campaign for growing more trees came as a boon. In 1998 I made a
fruit and timber trees. I went for a third loan of Tk 5,000, took

made a profit of Tk 2,50,000 in 1993-94. Now I am

more solid footing."

Nurjahan Begum, in her late
thirties, dark complexioned
Nurjahan, known for her ad-
mirable journey from a very
poor existence to a solvent life
in no more than a couple of
years mnarrate how her initia-
tion intd MBSS, credit and
training transformed her life
beyond her own belief.

» She said, "I never knew
there was good money in
growing nursery until the
Technical Resource Team and
the Rural , Development
Academy at Bogra gave me the
know-how and guided me to
investing in it my firdt loan of
Tk 2.000 in 1992. That led to
a solid profit of Tk 20,000, Can
you believe that? | gained in
self-confidence and soon went
for a second loan of Tk 5,000
and -took more land on lease to
grow plants. The nationwide
campaign for growing more
trees came as a boon. In 1993
1 made a profit of Tk 38,000
by selling saplings of fruit and
timber trees. I went for a third
loan of Tk 5.000, took some

more land and by investing Tk #

35,000 made a profit of Tk
2.,50.000 in 1993-94. Now |
am negotiating to buy the
leased land. That will put me
on a more solid footing.”

As she spoke, she glanced
again and again at the beaming

face of young Field Organiser .

and added. "she never failed to
stand by my side'. Nurjahan
then gave us a tour of her
nursery. She said she had
about 100.000 mature plants
ready for sale and expected to
get good profit after covering
her investment of Tk 40.000.
Her nursery occupied about
four bighas of land, As the ma-
ture saplings are sold al.f'a},r she
prepares the soil for plantation
s0 the nursery s never empty.
But then you have to have the
know-how to take care of the
soil's nutrition and look after
the health of the young plants.

The loan recovery rate of
Mahipur ./amtala MBSS is 100
per cent. All the 32 members
of LIie society are now literate,
use tubewell water for drink-
ing and send thelr grown-up
children to school. Thirty of
them have installed sanitary la-
trines in their homes and all

-the 24 fertile couples practice

family planning. e society,

e
negotiating to buy the leased land. Thatwﬂ!putmennq

includes the selection of the
right breed of calf ai the right
age, freeing it of worms, vacci-
nating it at regular intervals,
and then feeding it the right
kind of fodder mixed with nu-
trients and urea and regulating

its movements. She took a loan
of Tk 3,000 and bought a calf
for Tk*2,800 in September last
year. Nine months later, the

Nurjahan

led by Its successful manager
and guided by BRDB's field
stafl, keep the activities and
performance of the members
under sharp scrutiny. Their
weekly meetings are a clearing
house of ideas and actions.
There the 32 pragmatlic

women find their hands full .

with the hard realities of life.
By now they know a break-
through in the poverty syn-
drome of rural Bangladesh
does not come easily.

. owner. looked

jet-black big bull was very
healthy and menacingly alert.
The animal.: like its caring
proud as it was
receivinng offers around Tk
10,000 for sale. China will
surely be happy to hawve the
money but looking at the way
the animal responded to her
caressing. one wondered if she
would be happy to lose it. Well.
that happens with most do-
mestic animals. The attach-
menl is nol easy to sever.

B

income raising their social sta-
tus,

Women seizing
opportunities

The women members of
the bittaheen societies have
shown remarkable ability in
sefzing the opportunities pro
vided by the RD-12 project
and becoming self-reliant on
their own. The stigma that
they are a burden on the male
members is no longer there
This speaks eloquently of the
quality of their leadership in
guiding themselves and their
societies to the path of self-re
liance and higher social status
They however never stop ac
knowledging the pioneering
role played by the RD-12 offi-
clals like Rezeunnabl Akanda.
Umme Sufia. Nur Akhter and,
of course. the Technical
Resource Team of Bogra, espe
cially its leader K M Haftzul
Huq. They say the collective
efforts of these dedicated pec
ple and many others have
brought about the transforma
tlon in their life.

Aleya Begum, 30 a membe;
of Madargany] MBSS n
Joypurhat sadar thama, is an
exceplionally successful poul
iry breeder. The TRT peuplt
from ‘Bogra helped her in

-making an incubator oper.

tional with local technology !
a cost of only Tk 9.000 A
imported one would cost .
ieast Tk 400.000. The electi;
cally-run machiiie can al

hatch 450 duck eggs at a i

" By selling one-day and 28-du.

chicks to the eager pouliry
raisers of the locality she now
earns about Tk 20000 4
rmy th She has so far taken
h == loans amounting ta a1
ta: ¢ Th 11,500

\leva s fame has spreasd aod
thai brings curious and adnns
ifig wvisitors ‘trom Bogrg
Joevpurhat districts and o
si'=. She makes modest clain

techs acting el success. But her ackiiow
As Nurjahan moved through Para e China has no such immedi- edgement of the suppart pro
the narrow lanes of her numrs- ﬂﬁmtﬂlyﬁs ate problem with her second vided by the TBOCA and
ery she exuded an abrindarnice Md Rezaunnahi Akanda. animal — a milch cow — which TRT was much Rsose (Do
of self-confidence. ymilike most Thana Rural Development she bought for Tk 2 500 this wmodest Hy now Hafiz 1 TF]
The TRT people from Bogra helped her in making an incubator operational with local technology at a cost of
only Tk 9,000. An imported one would cost at least Tk 400,000. The electrically-run machine can also hatch 450
duck eggs at a time. By selling one-day and 28-day chicks to the eager pouliry raisers of the locality she now
earns about Tk 20,000 a month. She has so far taken three loans amounting to a total of Tk 11,500.
other poor women of rural Officer o} Sherpur. takes pride year with her second loan of team leader has becorc used
Bangladesh. She has already  in the formance of Mahlpur Tk 3.000. The cow vyields a tn such acknowledr =suents
put her (wo daughters in Jam as he and his  good quantity of milk and that but he says, "that v ke us
school. Her little son was team of 18 RD-12 officials take  brings daily cash for the family more conscious of i1 respu
around. He is still too young o  in the equally good perfor- as well as for weekly repay sibility and the nee. for vig
realise why words pf his mance of 139 other bittaheen ment of the loan. lance in regard to 1+ perfol
mothers success attract more  docieties of the thana. Nearly mance of the bitidieons A
and more visitors from far and 4.000 of the BSS and MBSS O ]Tlﬂnu.l B:,;:kar' th“l of poor performance is a disin
near. Nurjahan herself is un- members have since 1989 :si?glanbfe{ ?;:?D ;r E;Cd centive and if not rectified in
ruffled by the impact of her drawn credit worth Tk 14.66 f; tltli S ]_{;E ? time will allow the members to
fame. She is remarkably prag- lakh for fruitful income gener- t;kn thl:r"aral fcﬂ' s af"?n E:r slide bhack into the vicious cit
matic and down-to-earth to be ation activities establishing a i SLOS AUOURUDEAY e b poverty (his will also

carried away by fame for she
Knows only too well mere fame
cannot jeed her family. Her
policeman husband, who lives
in Dinajpur, visits them occa-
sionally.

In fact. she is not alone to
claim such a success.  Ten
other members of her sdociety
— Champa, Monowara,
Morsheda, Saleha, Sajeda.
Rubi. Jhalmali. Beauty, Peara
and Hasina — have achieved
equally impressive successes
in nursery business. The truth
Is that Saleha, the society
manager, and Sajeda earned
profits of Tk 800,000 and Tk
280,000 respectively during
1993-94. Champa, Monowafa
and Morsheda earned profits
of Tk 120000, Tk 108,000
and Yk 140,000 respectively
durtng the year. Rubl earned
'k 70,000 Other members of
the sociely are also showing
noteworthy - successes by mak-
ing good use of their loans in
rice husking and beef [attening
although their profits are not
as high as In nursery. Zaida
earned a profit of Tk 30,000 in
rice husking while Mariam,
Bhanu, Hazera and Halima
earned Tk 7.000-9.000 in beel
fattening e 1993 94

o p— = e

repayment tally of 100 per
cent. Their own capital in the
form of shares. savings and
group fund has risen to a total

of about Tk 2.4 lakh.

He says. a large number of
them have received know-how
training from the Technical
Resource Team of RD-12 and
many of them are now working
as paratechnicians for their lo-
calities setting in motion a
snowballing effect for the ill-
educated poorer members of
the rural society. A good per-
formance by one member in
income generation very
quickly inspires others and
soon the whole community be-
comes interested in the know-
how. This way the paratechs
become catalysts and in the
process earn a steady income
in leu of their services. With
the spread of know-how the
bittaheen members learn to
make profitable use of the
credit they receive through
their societies.

China Begum. 30, of
Mirzapur Purbapara MBSS re
cetved TRT training in the
technigue of beef fattening,
which: among other things.

‘ness. He is now a r

a total of Tk 11.000 and has
made substantial profit by fat-
tening animals. He is now a
solvent person. His two daugh-
ters and one son are happy
school-going children. Montu
is grateful to RD-12 and espe-
cially to TRT for all they have
done to show him the way to
lift himself up from the dark
pit of abject poverty to a life of
meaningful work and happi-
ted
member of the village commu-
nity. !

A hearténing feature .of RD-
12's operations in Sherpur
thana is the steady rise in the
level of social consciousness of
the members. Most of them
have learnt to read and write,
have immunised their children
and sent them to school sdnd
most of the fertile couples
have adopted family planning
practices. A large number of
the members have acquired
some land for their home-
steads and built modest shel-
ters. They have also learnt the
value of planting trees for fu
ture income. Their expertise
in nursery. poultry. dairy farm-
ing. pisciculture, vegetable
gardening and animal fattening
is bringing them comiortable

China Begum with the bull

- x _—
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casl 4 demordalizing shadow on
the RD-12 project itself. That's
why success is so important
for the men.bers as well as tor
us.” :

Archana Biswas 46 al
Khanjanpur Missionpara (n
Joypurhat town (s happy with
her success in dairy. beef 1ai
tening and poultry and has at
tracted many other MBSS and
BSS members to similar ven
tures. Her four cows give hiet
an average of 16 kg milk daily
which sells for Tk 1680 Her
750 poultry birds yield her
cges worth Tk 80 a day By
selling chicks she also earns a
good" profit. She achieved all
this with the help of two initial
loans worth Tk 6.000 from
Sadar TBCCA. But now she
reeded more capjtal to expand
her buginess. RD- 12 rules did
not permit a loan In excess of
Tk 5.000 at a time and a sec
ond or third loan allowed only
if a member cleared Lhe earlier
loan in full, unlike some other
credil agencies. For RD-12
does not allow the bittaheens
to become indebied beyond a
tolerable limit. That's why
weekly instalments of loan re
pavment is compulsory along
with a weekly deposit ol sav
INEs.

S0 Archana had to look
clsewhere for a bigger loan
Sonai Bank was highly im

Ber urnmﬂﬂl ?:Iﬂr:cq&%q%

member and her crediiwor
Lthiness. They agreed 1o give
her an initial loan of Tk
100000 — Tk 75000 for cows

and bulls and Tk 25 000 for
pouliry A record of re
payment will make the loan

volve witheul resirictiaon
ﬁ'\l-ﬁ vpens 4 great opportunity
for Archana Biswas and many
other Archanas with similar v
slonn and drive. for she has
proved that credit need not be
a comsiraint for those bifta
heens who 'graduate and qual
iy lor it

Socially. Archana has gained
a respectable status. Her hus
band is always around helpmg
her. All her four daughters and
tw sons are ecducated and now
married

Source— ldeas and Actions
a newsletter for RD- 12 project

|
|




