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SYLHET; Khundaker Abdul Malik, MP, speakmg at a seminar on Education for All, Drugs for None’ ﬂrgamsed b}r the
Lions Club of Sylhet, Green in :}hqew&nce of the club's October service week recently. Prnfessnr Abul Fateh Fattah read out
the key-note paper while it was also addressed by the Deputy Commissioner Abu Taher Khan, Dr Abul Hossain, president

of the club.

— Star photo

Misappropriation

58 cases filed against 118

people in Noakhali district

NOAKHALI, Oct 11 : The Di-
strict Anti-Corruption Bureau
(DAB) filed 58 cases against
118 persons including gover-
nment officials, public repre-

sentatives, contraciors omn
charge of misappropriating
wheal, rice, Cl sheets, gov-

ernment property and cash
money. The total value of the
embezzled cash and kind
stands at Tk 1.66 crore.

The DAB also forwarded
money files to concern higher
authority for departmental ac-
tions against alleged officials.

According to the DAB
sources, acting on secret in-
* formation the District Anti.
Corruption Officer [(DACO])
Nirayan Palit along with three
other magistrates paid a sud-
deft visit at the Local Supply
Depo (LSD] of the food de-
partment Chamuhani of
Hatia thana and sealed the
godowns. They ‘investigated

Mass hunger
strike to press
for Mymensingh
division

MYMENSINGH, Oct 11 : An
eight-hour mass hunger sirike
and mass signature campaign
were held at Shaheed Firoj
-;.quart‘- in the town Monday 1o
press for a new administrative
division in Mymensingh. re-
ports UNB.

The programme organised
by the Division Implemen-
tation Action Council. was

inaugurated by Awami Leavue
leader Ralique Liddin Bhuivan,

Council President. Saleh-uz
Zanian announced the tuture
pProgramime sending letters
and telegrams 1o Frime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
arl Leader of the Opposition
inn Parliament Sheikh Hasina —

Irom Tuesday till October 1 4
Friclay

Vice - Chancellor of Agn
cultural University Dr Moha

mimad Faruk. BNF leaders A )
M Fazlul Haqgue MP and Abaul
Kasem Awami Leaders
Shamsul Haque MP and Prof

Matiur Rahman. President ol
Mymensingh Press (lub A H M
Mottaleb. President ol Disiric!
Lawyers Assoctation Advocate
Al-Nur Tareque and Myrmen
singh Umon o Journalists
President Altaul Karun spoke

on the occasion
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into the matier checking and
weighting the stocks of the
LSD pgodowns.

The .team of investigators
had found shortage of 311 407
metric tons of wheat, 186 kg
of soyabean oil and 3962
pieces of emptly jute bags in
the godowns. The price of the-
missing valued at Taka
6127043.

After proper investigations.
Palit find out that Officer in
Charge (OC) of the LSD
grabbed the goods in collabora-
tion with 23 other persons.

DACO filed seven cases with
Hatia thana poliee station

against 17 persons among
them are Nazrul Islam, OC of
the LSD. Mofizullah, Tajul

Islam and Md Shahjahan carry
coplractors,

DACO also forwarded a case
to the DG of food ministry for
departmental action against al-
leged seven person including
Additional Director (Admn)
Abul Hashem (Forman DC
Food, Noakhalil] and Parimal
Chandra Sarker. AC. Food,
Noakhali on charge of
supervising the illegal act.

The source added, another
twio cases were filed with Hatia
thana police by DAB against
two officials for alleged misap-
propriation of wheat and rice
al Tamaruddin and .Jahajmara
LSD of Hatia thana.

Acting on secret informa-
tionn. Palit investigated the
Tamaruddin and Jahajmara
L5D and found shortage of
wheat 66. 847 metric tons at
Tamaruddin LSD and 21,089

metric tons of rice at
Jahajmara. The price of the
missing goods at Taka 4.90656

anel 2. 92551 respectively

After itnvestigation DACO
found out that Abul Kashem,
OC of LSD at Tamaruddin and
Ruhul Amin, OC of LSD at
Jahajmara were involved in
emberzlement and filed two
cuses with Hatia thana police
agains! the accused.

The same office and officer
also filed another case with
Companiganj police against
Mosharraf Hossain, OC of LSD
at Bashur Hat of Companigan)
thana for misappropriating ol
sovabean oil 502 kg from
vodowns stock in 1993

The source added that DAB
also flled cases against seven
person ineluding FProject
Implementation Officer (P1O)
and Union Parishad chairman
of Companiganj thana on

charge of misappropriating of
Cl sheet and cash money al-
loted for rehabilitation pro-
gramine,

In 1991 about 13 hundred
bundles of CI sheets and cash
Taka 8.50000 were sanctioned

-for rehabilitation of cyclone

effected poor people donated
by Saudi Arabia. An ex-PIO
ldris Mia of Companiganj al-
legedly lifted 1300 bundles CI
sheets and cash Taka 8,50000.
He also allegedly misappropri-
ated 172 bundles of CI sheets
and cash Taka 1,53.500 in col-
laboration with Abu Sayed, UPC
of Shirajpur, Nurul Amin,
former union parishad chair-
man (UPC) of Char Parboti, Abu
Sayed, UPC of Char Hazari, Nur
Nabi. UPC of Char Kakua, Idris
Mia, UPC of Char Fakira and Ali
Ahmed, UPC of Rampur. The
price of misappropriated CI
sheels was Taka 5.34000.

Poor condition
of bridges on
Dhaka-Aricha

highway

SAVAR. Oct 1]1: Movement
of heavy-traffic on the Dhaka-
Aricha Highway has become
risky as 12 out of 48 bridges
along the highway have been

seriously damaged, reports
LUNB,

It may be mentioned here
that everyday several hundred
vehicles ply on this highway,
the only road-link between
northern and southern parts
of the country.

{

Seriously damaged bridges
are Dhulivita, Jubijangal.
Bathuli. Bhautia, Sutipara,
Barabaria 1, Barabaria 2. Golra.
Mahadevpur. Uthali. Poali and

Jorpool.

These bridges were badly
damaged by the flood ol 1988.
However., concerned authori-
ties did not take any step to
repair the bridges.

Meanwhile, a survey con-
ducted by some students of
the Dhaka University, identi-
fiecd the damaged bridges as
one of the major causes of ac-
cidents on the Dhaka-Aricha
Highway. At least 28 per cent
road accidents oh the route,
occur due to damm{td bridges,
it added.

From Arcop Talukdar

side he continued his practice
on miusic. Suren Roy, normally
plaved instruments like violin,
piano and guiter He developed
many melodies. He believed
enrich and appreciate music
one showld listen 1o western

music but ot Wnoring our
owrl traditionial music
He relired in 968 alter

)

long 33 vears of government
job. After retirement he stayed
in Barisal town for some time
He then left for Tapash Villa
iri _Agailljhara Bazar. a remolte
thana area of Barisal.

Ustad Suren Roy lived in at
his own dilapidated cottage for
aboul 22 years, almost un:
cared

But still some of his fol-

w1

Ustad Suren Ros

Police raid
Pipe guns,
ammunition
recovered

.From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Oct 11: Kushtia
police in a raid conducted
Tuesday recovered five country
made pipe guns. one. Indian
shutter, three rounds of 303"
rifle ammunition, two rounds
of bullets and two swords from
a place near the poura grave
yard. No one has yvet been ar-
rested, .

Daulatpur thana police in a
special raid on Monday ar-
rested one notorious dacoit,
Belayet Hossain, 40. According
to his confessional statements
police recovered two more
shot guns and 11 rounds of
bullets from a house in village

Jamalpur. Arms remained hid-
den in a ditch inside the

BFRI symposium
on moral
development
approach held

The Bangladesh Forest
Research Institute (BFRI), or-
ganised a symposium on A
Proposal to the United Nations
on Moral Development

| Approach: A World Order for

Peace” at the BFRI auditorium
on. Monday. says a press re-
lease, :

The key-note paper . “was
presented by Dr. Abu Obaidul
Huge. Professor and Director
of Bangladesh Institute for
Advancement of Science and
Technology Teaching (IASTT)
Dr. Haque in his paper said
that the upholding of moral
values to curb today's widely
talked about problems of
AlIDS. violation of human
rights. environment pollution,

oppressive on women. terror-
ism. drug abuses. smoking
etc.

Afzalur Rahman. Senior

Research Officer of BFRI and
Junaid Kabir Chowdhury,
Divisional Forest Officer of
Chittagong, among others,
present participated In the
Discussing.

Speakers in the symposium
unanimously expressed that
this proposal to UN on moral
development is unique and
timely;: and they appealed to
the UN and its member states
to come forward to consider
and implement it in the
greater interest and welare of
mankind to ensure durable
peace and justice,

Dr M A Sattar,
Research Officer, BFRI

Chief
pre

i sided over the symposium.

Ustad Suren Roy's contributions
will be recalled for years

lowers remembered himn for
his unparalleled and outstand
ind contributions.

Among his followers Amiya
Sarkar, a well-known violinist.
died few years ago Anether
renowned follower Altaf
Mahmud who com the
music Amar Bahler Rakte
Rangano Ekushe February writ
ten by eminent journalist,
Abdul Gaffar Chowdhury. Altaf
Mahmud was killed by the oc-
cupation Pak Army during the
Liberation War of 1971. Lalit
Das. Asbke Das. Arshad
Falukder, Tapan Naha, Abdul
Matiri and Ruben Biswas often
used to learmm art of music from
Suren Roy, at his home at
Agailjhara.

In his long lifetime. Suren
Roy. did not wish to become
popular musician like others
Udichi. Barisal unit, offered
him ‘Gunijan Sambardhana’ in
1992 He lived in peace alone
leaving all sorts of chaos and
confusions of urban life style
He once said., "'l didn't want
any more in life-as [ ditdn't
need it

tlstad Suren Roy, a dedi
cated musician left us. but his
contributions will be recalled
for years

National

How Devi Duiga's colour changed
to red at Panchgaon

MOULVI BAZAR, Oct 11:
"Durgapuja” is one of the
greatest religious festivals of
the Banglee Hindu community.
The Hindus have been observ-
ing the festival since time im-
memorial. The festival starts in
the Bengali season of 'Sarat’
(Autumn). So it is popularly
known a ‘Sharadiya Utsav’
(autumn festival).

According to the Hindu
mythology, Devi Mahamaya
(Durga) is worshipped by her
devotees twice in a year. First
in the 'autumn’' and again in
the spring, In the autumn She
i8 'Durga’ by name and She is
'‘Basanti' in the 'spring'. History
tells us, King Rama Chandra
worshipped Durga on a spe-
cific occasion. In that period.
he wanted to win 'Lanka of
Raban’ to rescue his wife Sita,
who was kidnapped by Raban.
But the Hindus had been fol
lowing King Surath to worship
Basanti and not Durga.

It was Kangsanaryan, the
King of Tahirpur State (now in
Rajshahi region of Bangladeshj.
who, for the first time, ob-
served 'Durgapuja’ in this re-
gion in 15B0. After that,
Durgapuja. the ’'Sharadiya
Utsav' became popular among
the Bengalee Hindus and it is
being observed with great en-
thusiasm, generation after
generation.

A Durgapuja Pandal, situated
at a remote village under
Rajnagar thana of Mulvibazar
district, is famous for its his-
tory and tradition of about 300
years.

Panchgaon Durgapuja Pan-
dal and its red colour image of
Durga is popular in the greater
Sylhet region. Every vyear.
devotees from far flung areas of
the region even from other
parts of the country come to
‘Panchgaon village' to attend
the festival,

Devi Durga at Panchgaﬂn
Pandal has a glorious history
and tradition. Devotees in this
modern age have a belief that
Devi Durga at this Pandal is al-
ways embodied. Devi always lis-
tens to her devotees' praver
and bless them. Devotees come
to Panchgaon village to pray. It
is believed by the devotees that
the honest prayer is always ap-
proved by Dewvi.

In every festival, costly or-

Timber worth
Tk 18,000
seized in
M'bazar

From Our Correspondent

MOULVI BAZAR. Oct |1
Customs and forest officials
seized about 21 files of Teak
wood’ (Segun Timber] worth
about Taka 18 thousand from
Monu railway station under
Kulaura thana recently.

Il is learnt, acting on a tip.
customs and forest officials at
Kulaura raided the plasform of
Monu railway station and sized
the said timber. The source ol
the concerned officials said,
the timber was brought at the
station by smugglers who tried
1o load the lot on rail wagons.

One killed
In Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ. Oct 11: A man
was allegedly killed at his In-
law’'s residence at Rangaliagati
village In sadar thana on Friday
night. reports UNB.

The dead was identified as
Sthabuddin son of Ajgar All of
Fongacha in sadar thana.

Sithabuddin who married
one year ago, went to his fa-
ther-in-law’'s house on Friday
evening.

His in-law's house sources
said Sihabuddin committed
suicide by taking poison.

But police said they found
marks of wounds on the body.
Ajgar Ali admitted his son
Sihab to Sirajgan] General
Hospital where he succumbed
to his injuried after two hours.

A case was filed with the

police

Arms recovered in

Brahmanbaria

BRAHMANBARIA. Oct 11
Police recovered a pipegun
and ammunition from Aliabad
market in Nabinagar fhana
headquarters on Tuesday. re-
ports UNB.

Acting on a tip, police
raided the area and recovered
the arms and ammunition from
the north side of the market.

A case was f[iled with
Nabinagar thana.

Another repdri says: Ten
oul-going channels out of 20
under nationwide direct di-
alling system in the distriet
headquarters have gone out of
order for the last two weeks
causing immense sufferings to
the town-dwellers

The worst sufferers are lo
cal journalists, businesamen
and government officials

Meanwhile. T&T Board au
thorities told UNB that they
are trying to resume the lines
within a week

From R K Goswami

naments made of gold and si]-
ve:r. sarees, pure ghees
(butter) etc. are brought by the
devotees for the Durga and
hundreds of goat and buffaloes
are sacrificed before Devi
Durga. Thousands of devotees
participate in the 5-day long
Puja-festival in Panchgaon vil-
lage.

Durgapuja at Panchgaon
Pandal has a long history of
about 300 years. It is gathered
that, one Sarbananda Das, ‘of
the village, a ‘'munshi’ by pro-
fession under the then
Badshahi government, had ar-

ranged Puja festival for the
first time at this Pandal.
Sarbananda was believed to
have spiritual power. Once he
went to "Kamaykhsa Dham
(now in Assam, India) and ex-
pressed his desire that he
wanted to arrange "Kumari
Puja” (worship of Durga on
human image]. As he was a
munshi (a post) under the gov:
ernment, the authority of the
Kamaykhsa Dham allowed him

to fulfil his desire accordingly
Sarbananda selected a
‘Kumari” (girl) for the purpose.
After being worshipped by
munshi, Sarbananda, the
colour of the human image of
Durga (Kumari) had changed
and turned red. The Kumari
then asked munshi what he
desired. Sarbananda said in
reply that he wanted nothing
but blessings of the Devi and
added that he wished to wor-
ship the Devi at Panchagaon
village with same colour from
next year, Devi (Kumari), ful-

filled his dpire.

Stnn: lhcn Deﬂ Durga has
been worshipped with red
colour at Panchgaon every year.
The colour of the image of
Durga, according to ‘Shastra’
is yellow but. in Panchgaon,
Devi is red in colour.

There was no pucca temple
for ‘Durga’ at Panchgaon. Since
starting of this pandal. Puja
had been observed in 4
Kachcha and temporary ten:-

ple. Two years ago. people of

Train services in Chandpur

CHANDPUR. Oct 11:

one.

sheds and carrying of smug-
gled goods are the main fea-

Moreover, disturbance
hawkers,

more miseries to travellers,

and unfit for services.

which are causing frequent
accidents. Many repair works

huge sum of money produced
no good result. The deplorable
condition of coaches and

go oul of order frequently and
cause delay in travelling.
Smugglers
traders are regularly carryving
contraband goods including
fish in the passenger trains in
collaboration with dishonest
railway employees, it is al-
leged. The hawkers, beggars
and passengers without tickets
have made the train journey
troublesome In all the different

Train
services to and from the dis-
trict has long been a hazardous

Frequent engine disorders,
absence of light, water, waiting

tures of the service in different
routes to and from the district.
of
and beggars adds

The engines and coaches
purchased during British and
Pakistan period have worn out
These
are used in different routes

on these coaches at a cost of

engines cause much sufferings
to the passengers. The engines

and dishonest

Poor condition of coaches,
engines, travellers suffer

From Our Correspondent

routes. The valuables of pas-
sengers are often stolen.

The railway stations have no

facilities for the waiting pas-

senigers. Seating arrangement,
drinking water. light. fan etc.
are very poor in the compart-
the com-
partients also em#d pungent
odour while the platforms at
different stationrs have become

ments. Toilets in

markets making it difficult to

walk. At night the platforms

turn into a heaven for illegal

traders. Hundreds of people

including day labourers, hotel
workers, stay overnight on the

platform. The railway timetable

s reportedly not maintained.

Police man
killed in
road mishap

PABNA, Oct '1:

when it crashed into the Zilla
School premises battering its
wall Sunday, reports UUNB,

Police sald. Sirajul Islam.
35. an inhabitant of Ullapara
thana in Sirajganj district. was
on duty when the accident oc-
curred at about 6 am.

A police
constable wias crushed under
the wheels ol a speeding truck

Ehe Chuly Star 9

the Hindu community built a
pucca temple at Panchgaon for
the ‘Durga’.

At present. Sanjoy Kumer
Das is the 'Sebayet’ (manager)
of the Pandal. He is the sixth
generation of Sarbananda. the
founder organiser of the pan-
dal. _

Sanjoy says, proofs of her
{Durga) greatness are left hy
the Devi every year at this
temple. She has unbounded
blessings for her devotees.
Sanjoy mentioned that, during
the Liberation War, the entire
Panchgaon village was ruined

by mass killimgs by Pukistan
pccupation army. Number ol
the shaheed families in 'his
village is the highest i1 Lhe
Sylhet region. During the wai
the "Durga-mandap o
Patchagaon village remmained
intact as the Pakistani Jruy
trved to destroy it

This year. all preparations
have already been taken nn
nbserved the Piyja festival wot
great enthusiasm.

Beggars on
r1se in

Brahmanbaria

BRAHMANBARIA. (i
Influx of beggars in the distru
headquarters has nereases
abnormally in last twao ot -
CALSInG INCONVeNences to iy
town dwellers. reports [N

Mnst of these beggar-
women and children The hee
gars, mostly floating people 4
fected by natural calannties
are pouring into the town
large numbers from the i
areas of the district it searc!
of food and werk.

The destitute finding o o
ternative 1o earn their iivel
hood. have taken 1ip beogirg -
a profession.

Many of these people ar
also resorting 1o anti social
tivitles, the iownspeopic o
leged.

They also complamed
with the onrush ol beggars
different types of infections
diseases have broken oat il
the town, particularly in shins
and areas {requented by these
rootless people.

These floating people 1t
spond to call of nature in oper
fields and on roadsides polin!
ing the environment ol tlic
town

The townspeaople felt that
the authorities would have to
take immediate steps to reha
bilitate these distressed peo
ple =0 that they coukd engay
themselves in income genera!
g oocupalions.

_1I1‘

BARISAL

procession recently to mark the World Childrens Day — 84

The Bangladesh Shishu Academy, Barisal chapter hmu.ghl :*.lut A ﬁ:luuriul
- Star photo



