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IU extends ban on
student politics
ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY

(Kushtial, Oct 9 The Islamic

University authorities have ex

tended ban on student politics

on the campus for another
three months. The decision
was taken at a Syndicate meet.
ing of the University on Octo
ber 5 with the Vice Chancellor

ohaminad Abdul Hamid in

: chatr. According (o the

decision all political activities
will remain banned on the

campus [rom October 3] Lo
December reports UNB.

Bangladesh troops
reach Puerto Rico

Members of the Bangladesh
contingent for muliinational

forre (MNF] for restoration of

democracy in Haiti, who left
Dhaks on Oetober 5 and 6
reached the MNF staging area
at Puerio Rico Jn due time
They are now taking prepar:
tions for their destination in
Haiti. according to a ISFPFR
press release issued in Dhaka
yesterday . reports BSS

Durga Puja
holiday

The government has san«
tloned additional optional hol
iday en October 11 for the offi.
cers and emplovees of the
Hindu community on the g«
casion of Durga Puja. said an
official announcement yestes

day. reports UNB

Pl opens BGMEA
CHITTAGONG Oct 9.

Commumications Minister (Uh

Ahmad today calied upon all 10

play their part in nation bl

ing activities He was inaug:
rating the regional office of 1he

Bangladesh Garmerits Manu
facturers and Exporters Aseo

ciation (BGMEA) at Agrabad in
the port-city. reports BES

S, British forces arrive,

Kuwa1t1 troops at border

KUWAIT, Oct 9 US and
British forces arrived in the
northern Gulf today to counter
the deployment of over 60,000
Iragi troops near Kuwaitl, re-
ports Reuter.

Kuwait also moved most of
its 18.000 member military to
its northern border.

Irag has threatened un-
specified action within days
unless the United Nalions
promises to ease the Gulf war
trade sanctions strangling its

% economy. Kuwait's allies fear a

new conflict three and a half
years after the Gulf war.

Four US navy ships carrying
2,000 marines have mostly ar-
rived.in the northern Gulf and

4.000 more marines are due in:

Kuwait in the next day or so,
US officials said.
A British frigate steamed

into Kuwaiti waters carrying

anti-ship missokes, antli-air- -

craft and anti-missile missiles,
torpedoes and a helicopter
armed with anti-ship missiles.

Iragq congquered Kuwait,
which owns a 10th of the
world's oil reserves, in a light-

Editorial on Page-4 .
Earlier story on P'E_ge-ﬁ

ning assault in August 1990,
Crippling UN trade .sanc-
tions, imposed within days, are
still in force after a US led al-
liance routed the Iragi army
and restored the Emirate’s
government in February 1991.
‘Kuwait today is highly con-
fident and it is supported by a
solid international coalition
and it has never been as pow-
erful as it is now.” said the
Kuwaiti newspaper Al-Seyas-

But many Kuwaitis stocked

up on essentials such as flour,
rice, sugar. Some supermar-
kets soldout of bottled water.

The dinar was steady,
although residents said some-

bank branches ran ocut of dol-
lars. Bankers said they were

promised adequate supplies by
the authorities.

Traffic was slightly lighter
than normal in the morning

rush-hour and some people

said they were staying home
from work to prepare for any
crisis.

Iraq. which recently cut
food rations for its hard-
pressed people, remained de—
fiant.

The ruling Baath Party
newspaper Al-Thawra said that
unless Baghdad was guaranteed

a favourable review on sanc-
tionrs ‘that will definitely take
Iraq to the doors leading to
the barns of the world.’

Iraq has also told the world
to mind its own business about
lroop movements, saying it can
do as it likes within its own
borders.

't has set a deadline of
Monday, when Rolf Ekeus, the
UN official supervising the re-
duction of Iragi armaments
under Gulf War c¢easefire
terms, is due to report to the
Security -Council.

Baghdad also threatened -

last week tg prevent the UN
arms inspectors from check-
ing on its weapons and military
industries,

At the Iraq-Kuwait border,
UUN observers were keeping

' See Page 12 Col 1
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Cell soon to oversee

poWer sector reform

By Special Correspondent;

A special cell will be set up
soon lo bring about reforms in
the country's power sector and
necessary work in this, regard
has been compileted.

- According to a well-placed
official sourée, the project
proposal for the creation of g
Power Cell has been forwarded
to the Planning Commission

“for approval.

Soon after the app rmra] the
government will constitute the
cell comprising experts from
both the public and the private
sectors. _

"However, the core people
of the proposed cell will come
from the government." said
the source. "If everything goes
well, the power cell will be
formed within a couple of
months.”

Initially, the Pﬂwer Cell will

operate as an attached body to

the Ministry of Energy and

Mineral
would be gradually converted
into an autonomous statutory
organisation.

Resources. But it

The formation of such a cell

was recommended in the re-

port on power sector reforms
prepared by an inter-ministe-
rial working group headed by
the Secretary of energy min-
istry. The proposal and rec

cmmendations of the report
received approval of the
Cabinet last month.

The main task of the cell
would be to formulate a strat-
egy for implementing the vari-
ous power sector reform pro-
posals. The cell will also pre-
pare plans and guidelines for
private participation and in-
vestment in the power sector,

In, the long run, this cell

‘will act as a regulatory body to

coordinate the activities of the
See Page 12 Col B

Awami Leagué chief Sheikh Hasina joined party léaders and werkers in a padajatra or long

march to the city from Tongi yesterday.

Opposition padajatras held

L]

Hasina repeats call for
caretaker govt

By Staff Correspondent

Thousands of people led by
the Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina vyesterday marched
from the industrial town of

_Tongi to Mahakhali in the cap-

ital, a distance of 15 kms, to
drum up support for a non-
party caretaker government
for holding national elections.
The militant but disciplined
padajatra or long march of the
Awami League began from the
Tongl stadium at 4:15 pm and
convergeqd at the Mahakhali
crossing at 9 15 pm. The five-
hour march which stopped
several times to enable Sheikh
Hasina to address wayside

JP for Ershad's
role 1n
dialogue

The .Jativa Party yesterday
demanded Ershad's participa-
tion in the proposed govern-
ment-opposition dialogue, to
find out a way to ensure a free
and [alr polls, reports UNB

"Release Ershad and allow
him tp join the dialogue to
make it fruitful,” JP acting
Chairman Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury told the cheering
marchers who converged in
fromt of the Jatiya Press Club
parading from the Dhaka Gate
at Demira

The caretaker governiment
has now become the demand

See Page 12 Col
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gatherings, ended with a pub-
lic meeting at Mahakhali
Hasina's march was also
marked by slogans, cheers,
clappings and shouts by her
supporters who participated in
the march and also by those
who lined the both sides of the
road to have a glimpse of and
listen to her.

Wearing a red-bordered
cotton-print saree, that AL
chief waved to the crowds on
both sides of the highway

"My demand is clear. | want
to realise the people’'s rights to
vote. choose rtheir government
and live in peace.” she told the
wayside gatherings

Accompanied by the central
leaders of her party, Hasina
crossed the long distance on
foot and rode a rickshaw when
she pot tired.

Enthusiastic AL workers
and supporters wore red and
vellow bands on their heads
and carried barmmers, festoons
and portraits of Hasina and her
father Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
They also danced, sang songs
in chorus and chanted slogans
in favour of the Opposition
demand for elections under a
caretaker administration.

The ra was organised
as part of the 40-day agitation
programune of the mainstream
opposition parties — the AL,
the Jatiya Party and the
Jamaal-e-Islami — launched on
October | to realise the de

See Mage 12 Col 4
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SAMS Kibria made
political adviser -
to Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League (AL) chiel
Sheikh Hasina yesterday ap-
pointed Shah AMS Kibria, a
former bureaucrat, her politi-
cal adviser, a party preéss re-
lease said.

Kibria, 63,
SETve,
designation, as a member of
the party's advisory council,
the press release added.

According to AL Insiders,
Kibria has been given the new
status ahead of the proposed
Commonwealith-mediated dia-
legue between the ruling party
and the Opposition specifically
to assist Hasina during her

will continue to

talks with the Commonwealth «

representative 5Sir Ninian
See Page 12 Col 8

“Jamaat to agitate

for ouster
of govt

The Jamaat -e-Islami jeaders
yesterday at a long march
warned that they would wage a
greater agitation to unseat the
government |if it failed to fulfil
their demands lor a caretaker
government
Bill. reports LINB

The Jamaat arranged the
march (Padajatra) from Amin-
bazar in Savar as the part of its
40-days programme (o force
the government to accept the
demands.

Senior Nayeb-e-Ameer of
Jamaat. Abbas Ali Khan opened
the Padajafra at Aminbazar

See Pige 12 Col |

Gen Cedras resigns today

PORT-AL -PRINCE. Oct 9: L1
Gen Raoul Cedras will resign
tomorrow and his No 2 com
mander will take over as army
chiel wunder an agreement
worked out by his representa-
tives in Washington. sources
close 1o the Haitian military
said Saturday reports AP

Also gotng m a shuflle of the
armmv high command will be
Brig CGen Phiippe Biamby. Lhe
sources sald on condition of
ANOnYITHtY

The information could not
b immediately conftrmed by
/S sourees However. although
2 Blate Department official in
Washingion who spoke on
eondition of anonymity said a
"small group” of Haitian sel
diers fravelled to Washington

at the reguest of exiled Presi-
dent Jean- Berirand Arisiide
for a meeting with him or his
representatives. The group
returned to Halti on Saturday
night

Another LIS oflicial in Port-
au-Prince sald the agreement
‘makes sense " as does the re
port of a list given by Haitlan
sources of a Dew command
lineup for the Haltian military

S officials at the State
Department in Washington

cotild not tmmediately be
reached lor comment
According '¢ the list e

counted by the Hailtlan sources

(Cedras would be re
placed. at 'east temporarfly by
Gen Jean-Claude Duperval, the
current No 2 in the army

whose power had widely been
eclipsed by Biamby,

the No J
in command

— Replacing Biamby would
be Col Herbert Valmond
Another anti-US member of
the high command not listed
in the new commmand was Col.
Car! Dorelien, who lambasted
American soldiers during fu
neral services Thursday for 10
soldiers killed in a firefight
with American troops in Cap
Haitien on September 24

(ther members of the new

leadership would be Brig Gen

Max Mavard and Cols Alex
Rene and FEddy Louis
Fhe United States. with

20 000 soldiers In Haltl to en
sure a transition to constitu

See Page 12 Col H

the probiems.’ he said.

in addition to the new®

and blasphemy*

Dhaka closely
watching Gult
situation

Bangladesh is closely watch-
ing the present Irag-Kuwait
border situation, Foreign Minis-
ter ASM Mostafizur Rahman
said yesterday.

He was talking to 'UNB at
Zia Intermatienal Airport on his
return from New York where
he led the Bangladesh delega-
tion to the on-going session of
the United Nations General
Assembly [UNGA).

Mostafiz refused to make
any specific comments on the
development in the Gulf on the
hasis of the newspaper reports.

Iraq has massed troops at
its border with Kuwait, posing
a threat to invade the oil-rich
tiny state agairn).

The foreign minister lauded
the role of the world body in

combatting different regional

and international issues. "The
UN looks stronger in tackling

During his stay in New
See Page 12 Col 6

Newly-married
doctor drowns
at Cox's Bazar

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Oct 9: For:

new bride - Shirin Akhter
Dilruba it was a honeymoon in
hell. Married only nine days
ago, Dilruba's hands were still
hennaed when cruel fate ren

dered her a widow.

Her husband. Mohammad
Shahabuddin Chowdhury,
drowned in the Bay of Bengal
here near Laboni point this
morning when the couple
went to the beach for an early
morning swim today.

The tragedy happened at
around 7:30 am when
Shahabuddin. who had waded
some distance into the water
during low tide, was suddenly
swept off his feet and tem-
porarily disappeared under the
WRVES,

Shahabuddin. .a doctor

Sec Page 12 Col 2

SM Sultan's
condition
unchanged

By Staff Correspondent

Noted painter S M Suitan
who was hospitalised Friday
has been sifted to the intensive
care unit of the Jessore
Combined Military Hospital in
serious condition

A press release yesterday
said, the resident artist of the
Bangladesh Shilpakala Acade-
my became seriously il for
respiratory congesfion Thurs-
davy night

Doctors at the Jessore CMH
said his condition remained
unchanged till yesterday.

Blaze kills one,
destroys 24 shops

In Savar

SAVAR. Oct 9 Al least one
person was killed and some 24
shops were destroyed at
Nabinagar Cantonment Market
in Sadar thana in a devastating
fire that broke out Saturday
midnight, reports LUNB

Local - people sald the
charred body of an unidenti
[fed person was lound I.n Lhe
debris.

Police sources said the fire
originated from a short circuit
al a grocery shop at aboul 1:15
am and soon engulfed the
other shops ol the market

The loss was estimated al
about! Tk 1.50 crore. At least
20 people sustainet! burn in
juries

Loan classification & provisioning

'Many banks yet to

fall in step

" By Sohel Manzur

The muntry s commercial
banks are yet to adjust to the
loan classification and provi-

sioning system, which itself is

far below the international
standards, according to
BOUrces,

The central bank has, in the
meantime, given two to three

years time to some banks, all

belonging to the private sec-
tor, for fulfilling the provision-
ing need against their bad.
doubtful and sub-standard
loans.

According to banking
sources, small profit margins
made from a less strong capital
base of the private commercial
banks (PCBe) has made it diffi-
cult for them td"build up nec-
essary reserves against their
bad debts. At the same time,

Video caughit
Diana-Hewitt
in the act?

LONDON, Oct 9: Security
services videotaped Princess
Diana making love to army offi-
cer Maj James Hewitt in his
back garden in 1988, the
News of thg World rel:lrt:}rtcd
Sunda}r reports AP.

The tabloid qunmd a former
Royal Marines commander as
saying he was ordered to
mount the surveillance opera-
tion, apparently for security,
when Diana secretly wisited
Hewitt's Home in Ebford, a
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loan provisioning did not seem
to be a problem for the nation-
alised commercial banks
(NCBs) due to their strong
capital base buill through
repeated injection of funds by
the government

According to an official es-
timate, the amount of bad debt
of the commercial banks is
about 32 per cent of the total
disbursement of over TKk
24,000 crore. This amount
would be much higher than
the estimated figure if loans
were o be classified as per

‘international standards.

According to the standard
followed in Bangladesh. a loan
overdue Yor more than 12
mionths is considered a sub
standard loan. one overdue for

See Page 12 Col 7

Princess Dhana

southwest English village.
Hewitt, 36. sold for a book
published this week his story
that he had a five-vear afiair
with the wife of Prince

* Charles. Hewitt maintains the

affair started in 1986 and
petered out when he got back
from the Gulf War in 1991

Diana. now 33, and Charles,
45, formally separated in
December 1992 after 11 vears
of marriage.

The News ofethe Whrid
quoted the ex-sergeant. Glyn
Jones. as saving he coordl
nated a five-member surveil
lance team which set up two
observation posts with videos
in a ditch and a hedge at the
Hewitt cottage ome night in
the fall pof 1988. Thev also
sneaked a microphone into the
back garden.

See Page 12 Col 1

No plague deaths in
India in last 5 days

NEW DELHI. Oct % Like
many other Indians, Smritl
Rudra, a 70-vear-old grand-

mother, offered a special
prayer to Vishnu, the Hindu
god of protection, on Sunday

to ward ofl the plague. reports
AP

No deaths have been re
ported in the epidemic for five
days, and the government and
the World Health Organisation
both predict it will soon end
But that hasn't reassured ev
eryone

Thousands of other people
in the Indian capital spent the
day collecting and destroying
garbage because fleas that have

bitten infected rals can spread

the monic plague
ree wecks alfler prneu
monic plague hit India,

promptling many nations (o
close their borders Lo Indians,
fear still haunts this nation ol
900 millien people. Many of
them feel it s simply to early
te say that the bad. ugly days
Are over.

"It is god's grace that the
plague has stopped killing
people. but [ still think we
should pray more.” said Rudra,
who came to New Delhi to cel
ebrate Durga Puja. a major
Hindu festival that begins to-

See Page 12 Col B
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Durga Puja
begins
today

Durga Puja, the greatest :ind
the most auspicious festivai of
the Hindu community, begins
throughout the country today
reports BSS,

The five-day Durga Puja o
the "sharadiya utsav” [autumn
festival) symbolises the victory
of good over evil. It also marks
the return of the Goddess
Burga (from heaven) to her fa

ther's home on earth.

Final touches -are being
giveri to idols at Shakhari
Bazar, Rayerbazar. Tantibazar
and other areas while las
minute work for the decora
tion of the Puja mandaps are
going onkin full swing.

Bangladesh Puja Udjapar
Parishad (BPUP), in a state
ment issued last week said the
festival will be celebrated
throughout the country in 4
befitting. manner. According to
BPUP sources, Durga Puja will
be celebrated in about 100

See Page 12 Col 6

Tk 25 lakh PM's
grant for
Durga Puja

FPrime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday granted
Taka 25 lakh for the develop
ment of various puja mandir in
the country and puja festival on
the occasion of the forthcom
ing Durga Puja, reports BSS

The grant money will be
distributed through the Hindu
Darmiya Kallyarn Trust

This chequé of Taka 25
lakh was received by trust
Vice-Chairman and State
Minister for Environment and
Forest Gayeshwar Chandra Roy
from the Prime Minister at the
Prime Minister's office

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman and State
Minister for Social Welfare
Fazlur Rahman were also pre
sent on the occasion

Govt teachers to
go on indefinite

strike Nov 12

By Staff Correspondent

Teachers belonging to the
BCS General Education cadre
will go on an indefinite strike
from Nov 12 to press home
their 16 point charter of de
mands.

The decision was taken
vesterday at a meeting of the
BCS General Education Asso-
ciation in Dhaka.

The members ol the asso
ciation at the meeting re-
sented the non fulfillment of
the decisions taken by the
Education Minisiry on the ba
sis of the 16 point demands in
January last year

Tnal in Humayun
Zahir murder
case begins

The trial in the sensational
murder case of industrialist
Humayun Zahir began yester
day. reports LINB

(m the first dav of the trial,

Additional District and
Sessions Judge M Akhlakur
Rahman Chowdhury examined
prosecution witness Alhaj
Zahirul Hugq. tather-in-law of
late Humavun Zahir, who was

the complainant in the case
Responding to a question
the witness told the court that
Akhteruzzaman. the principal
accused in the case. had
"marked’ Humavun Zahir as
his enemy and threatened sev-
eral times to kill him
Advocate Humawvun
45. an industrialist and a
Director ol the United
Commercial Bank Lid, was
shot dead in the frontyard of

See Page 12 (ol 6
Injunction on
Sylhet FFs'
command polls

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET., Oct 9 Senjor as-
sistant judge ol Sylhet Sadar
Humayun Kabir has issued an
intertm injunction against the
Deputy Commissioner. Sylhet
and 1l Thana Nirbahi Officers
of the district restraining
them from holding the elec
tions of the Bangladesh Muk

tijoddha Sangsad Sylhet
district unit command, sched
wled for October 15

Enamul Hague Chowdhury,
a reputed freedom fighter, in
his petition has alleged large-
scale Iirregularities in the
preparation of the voters list
for the election

The court. after hearing the
petition, issued the injunction

Khizir Ahmed Chowdhury
Maldy Paul and M A Quddus

moved the case

Labir,



