DHAKA SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9,

“_WSport

1994

R

[ i

i

South Korea's top archers Lee FEun-Kyoung (C), Lim Jung-Ah (R and Han Hee Jeong raise their arms after taking all
three honours in the individual event at the 12th Asian Games in Hiroshima yesterday.

—AFP photo

HIROSHIMA. Oct
B: Central Asian
NEWCOMers,
ying on a beely
contingent of
- [field stars, pose a
major threat next week to the
athletics dominance of
superpowers China, Japan and
South Korea at the Asian
Games, reports Reuter.

But the biggest challenge to
the Chinese men in their
chase for the 24 golds on offer
in Hiroshima will be to raise
their image.

A guick look at the record
books show the difference
between China's vanquishing
es of amazons and their
male counterparts.

While .the Chinese women
hold a cluth of world marks,
only on one entry graces the
men’'s columns — Bu Lingtang
set the world 20 km road walk
record in Beijing lasl April in ‘a
time of gne hour 18 minutes
and three seconds.

But is here and on form, so
that's one for the Chinese men.

Other good bets for
Chinese gald include Geng
Huang in the long jump and Li
Tong. who competes on the

European Grand Prix circuit in

the 110 metres hurdles, bul
after that there are no real
dead certes.

Liu Hao should haw:' had it
all his own way in the shot put,
but he faces a strong challenge
from Sergei Kot, the 34-year-
old veteran of the Uzbekistan
team.

Kot is in the vanguard of,

Central Asian competitors, tak-
ing part in the Asian Games for
the first time and who have
excellent chances to jump and
throw their way to goid.
Kazakhstan's QGrigory
Egorov, who lives in the eter-
nal shadow of world record-
holder Sergei Bubkov aof
Ukraine, should soar over the
opposition in the pole vault.
The 27-year-old Egorov
recorded his best jump just
last vear al the Stutigart World
Championships when he took
second place with 590 me-
tres. Tajikistan's best chance
of gold has disappeared with
the last-minute withdrawal of
hammer thrower Andrei
Abdouvaliev, gold medalist at
Stuttgart and Olympic cham-

departure through ill-
probably leaves the field
open for .China s Bi Zhong.

On the track, all eyes will
be on the international debut
of "Ma's men.” a group of young
colts who have started training
with the throughbred fillies In
the stahle of Chinese super-

rel- .

From C Asia with threats

coach Ma Junren.

Ma adopted eight male ath—
letes at the end of last year —
only three of them will com-
pete in Hiroshima — and since
then their progress has been
astounding and they could
provide the upset of these
Games.

Zhang Fukui will be running
in Sunday's marathon, but he
has not removed the favourite
tag from South Korea's
Barcelona Olympic champinn
Hwang Young-Jo.

South Korea's other likely
golden boy is Lee Chin-Il in the
800 metres, who has a per-
sonal best of 1:44.14, but he
will face a strong challenge
from Japan's Tomonari Ono.

Mu Weiguo, Ma's most suc-
cessful male athlete to date, is
obviously thriving on the pun-
ishing training routine and
tonics of turtle blood which
are the trademarks of the
flamnboyant Chinese coach.

In June's Chinese National

Champlionships, after training
with Ma for just two months.
22-year-old Mu broke the
country's 31-year-old 800-me-
tre record with a respectable
time of the minute 47.14 sec-
onds, taking two seconds off
his best time ever.

"I believe Mu's time will be
better than the one he set in
June.” Ma said. "But it will take

-at least 10 years for Chinese

male runners to be at the top
of world class runners.”

Another of Ma's proteges is
Sun Ripeng. down for the
5,000 metres and 3,000 me-
tres steeplechase. But in the
5.000 he faces the customary
charge of talent from Middle
Eastern and Indian middle-
distance runners.

Veteran Indian Bahadur
Prassad, among the leading
runners at this seasons athlet-
ics World Cup in London, has
his eye on the medals podium
in both the 1,500 metres and
3,000 metres.

8:" Primo Nebiolo,
head of track's
world governing
body, had some
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advice for the
El'_}{.h:I'Lb world Saturday: China
has arrived, and you'd better
get used to it, reports AP.

Nebiolo, here for the begin
ming Sunday of the track and
field competition at the Asian
Games, credited China's spec-
tacular growth in sports to
dedication, modernised ‘train-
ing and the world's largest
gene pool.

‘| believe the moment has
arrived to understand that a
new country has arrived in the
sports world,” he said "A
country with ? billlon, 200
million people.”

Nebiolo responded to alle-
gations that at least some of
China's performances have
been drug-enhanced by saying
that his organization has
strictly enforced its doping
controls in and out of compe-
tition

"We are following China's
athletes in the same manner as
we are following athletes
around the world,™ said the
president of the International
Amateur Athletics Federation

China has virtually cornered
the market on gold at the
Asian Games. this region's
premier sports event. Its most
siriking performances have

| come from the women swim-
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mers. who were undefeated
going into the final days of
competition Saturday and set
one world record Friday.

The Chinese track team,
featuring the fabled "Ma's
Army” of world record-holding
distance runners trained by
coach Ma Junren, was ex-
pected to steal the show at the
"Big Arch,” the games main
stadium, in track as well.

Track was to begin Sunday
with the marathon, and Ma's
own Zhang' F‘ukul was in the
men s race.

Getting away from the topic
of China. which has dominated
news conference and private
conversations here almost as
much as the Chinese athletes
have dominated the gold.
Nebiolo said he hopes to bring
the 1AAF's Grand Prix to Asia
nexi :

He said the most likely sites
would be New Delhi, Tokyo
and Sydney. with the possible
addition of Indonesia’.

"l want to have the Grand
Prix more international,” he
said, adding that the meets
could be held as early as next
May

The Grand Prix tour cur-
rently includes one meet in
Brazil, two im the United
States and several more in
Europe. Nebiolo said he be-
lieves bringing the meets, and
with them the worlds top
track stars, to Asia would give
the sport an important public-
ity boost,

—

Hong Kong s Tun-Lus ("han serves the ball to world champion Deng Yapin of (China in the
finals of the team table teunis match at the 12th Asian Games in Hiroshima yesterday (Chan

defeated Deng in a surprise upset

— AFP photo

ASIAN GAMES

MEDALS TABLE

HIROSHIMA, Oct B8:
Following is the sixth day
medals tal'y at the 12th Asian
Games here on Saturday
(tabulated under gold. silver,

1 bronze and total):

G S8 B T
China 62 41 13 116
South Korea 24 12 15 o1
Japan 22 23 43 88
Kazakhstan 10 21
Taiwan 15
Syria
Iran ,
Vietnam
Malaysia
Kuwait
India
Saudi Arabia
Turkmenistan
Indonesia
Thailand
Uzbekistan
Kyrgyzstan
Philippines
Hong Kong
Jordan
UAE
Brunei
Nepal
Singapore
Burma
Macao
Tajikistan

Japanese cagers
swamp Saudis

HIROSHIMA, Oct 8: Hot
three-point shooting helped
hosts Japan beat Saudi Arabia
today and advance to the play
off round of the Asian Games
basketball tournament, reports
Reuter.

Japan were four for eight
from three-point.range as they
won B5463.

It was Japan's second
straight victory and they now
play China on Sunday to see
who finish first in Group A.

Saudi Arabia were elimi-
nated with one win and two
losses while Taiwan have lost
three of their games.

Japan had four players in
double figures with Maski Goto
the top scorer with 21.

iran edged Kazakhstan 69-
68 in a Group B game, which
only confused the playoflf pic-
ture.

The Philippines and South
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| Korea lead the group with two

wins from two games, lran and
Kazakhstan are 1-2 and the
United Arab Emirates 0-2.
South Korea and Kazakhstan
play on Sunday, and on Monday

- Iran and the UAE play and the

Philippines meet South Korea.

Korean shuttlers
dump Chinese

HIROSHIMA, Oct 8: South
Korea scored a 5-0 victory over
China in the Asian Games
Women's badminton semifinals
Saturday—ending a 20-year run
ol success, for the Chinese,
reports AP

China had won the women s
badminton team title at every
games since 1974.

In the other semifinal,
indonesia scored a tense 3-2
victory over Japan

The men's final also will be
between South Korea and
Indenesia after Indonesia
blanked China B5-0 and the
Koreans edged by Malaysia 3-2

Chung So-young and Gil
Young ah sealed the South
Koreans' place in the women's
inal when they won 15-9, 15-
7 against Chen Ying and Wu
Yuhong in the doubles.

Yuliani Sentoso, 22, kept
her nerve to defeat Takako Ida
11-3, 11-4 in the fith and de-
ciding match to take the

Indonesians into the gold
medal round.
Susi Susanti, Indonesia's

reigning Olympic and All-
England champion. opened
with a 11-3, 11-2 win in just
|17 minutes over an out
mmilched Atko Miyvamura,

1 don't have an Asian
Games gold so I'm looking
forward to the final." said
Susanti

Ehe Baily Star 1.

Koreans surge : ahead of hosts in medals table

Lu Bin's fourth, courtesy Xiong

HIROSHIMA, Oct 8: Chinaa
Lu Bin swam to her fourth gold
medal’ of the Asian Games
Saturday, thapks in part to a
slip by her world record-hold-
ing teammate, while South

- Korea edged into second in
. the gold standings, reports AP,

Xiong Gﬁnming, of the
weaker men's part of the
Chinese swimming team, also

“won a fourth gold. -

While the Chinese were
conipleting a clean sweep of all
the women's swimmming races
here and padding their lead in
the overall medals race, five
nations — Malaysia, Vietnam,
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Turkm-
enistan — were winning their
first golds of the Games.

- In all, 11 different nations
won golds Saturday, including
Syria in swimming, Taiwan in
teakwondo and Kazakhstan in
shooting and weightlifting.

South Korea advanced in
the standings with victories in
archery and shooting and two
in its native fighting art of
taeckwondo.

Japan, with golds in
bowling and swimming. fell to
third in golds but gained a
measure of revenge on the

|
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Chinese swimmers by beating
them by 3 1/2 aeconds in the
final race on the program, the
men's 400-metre medley relay.

China's four swimming
golds for the day. two in
shooting and one each in
fencing and table tennis gave it
a total of 62, to South Korea's
24 and Japan's 22, Kazakhstan

e
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had four, Taiwan and Syria two
each, and the five new gold

medalist nations and Iran and

India one each.

In total medals, China led
with 116 to 88 for Japan and
51 for South Korea, Kaz:akhhtan

had 21 and Tai
Meanw iT Eﬁ mes officials

formally announced the expu-
Ision of Thailand's soccer
captain, Sirisak Kadalee, for

testing positive for stimulant
drugs. He was the first athlete
expelled from these Games
for doping. The Asian football
Cenfederation said he has been
suspended at least until
December.

Two of the new nations in
the gold medal column —
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia — won
theirs in shooting. Malaysia
won in bowling, Vietnam in
taekondo and Turkmenistan

weightlifting.

In the pool, Chinese world
record-holder Le Jingyi was
disqualified for a false start in
the 50-metre freestyle and Lu
raced to victory in 25.68 se-
conds, ahead of two Japanese.
She ended the Games with
four golds and two silvers.

Xiong won the 200 indi-
vidual medley in a Games
record 2 minutes, 3.29 seco-
nds, with Thailand's Ratpong
Sirisanont second in 2:04.16.

Xiong finished with four
golds and one silver, but his
was the only victory of the day
for the Chinese men. who
took gold in eight of 16 races

in all.

Japan won the men's 400
medley relay in an Asian
record 41.70, with China

Pak rookie rocks

HIROSHIMA, Oct
8: Pakistani roo-
kie Ali Moham-
mad '~ Kambranl
scored an upset
quarterfinal vic-
tory over lormer World Cham-
pionship silver medalist Khi-
matulla Akhmedov on Saturday
in the flyweight boxing com-
petition at the Asian Games,
reports AP,

The 20-year-old Harachi.

student, competing in his first
major international tourname-
nt. outpointed his Uzbe-kistan
rival 15-9 to assure himself of
at least a bronze medal.

The lanky Kambrani used

his height and reach advan-
tages to pile up points against
Akhmedov, the runmner-up at
the 1993 World Champion-
ships.
He clinched the win by
sending southpaw Akhmedov
to the canvas in the third round
with a crisp combination.

Kambrani earned a semifi-
nal meeting with tough Fili-
pino Elias Recaido. who stop-
ped Bishnu Singh of Nepal in
the second round.

Recaido, a dual Southeast
Asian Games gold medalist
from Bacolod City, scored his
second straight stoppage win
after stunning Singh with a
sweet right hook.

Vichai Khadpo of Thailand
will face the tidy Kenji

Nakazono of Japan in the other

semi after outclassing San Hla

Lay of Burma 9-1. Nakazono got

a hotly disputed 16-11] victory
over a all-action Korean Shin
Dong-kil.

Anthony Igusquiza, an 18-
yvear-old Filipino stvlist from

Manila, was most iinpressive in

outpointing Bektas

Aboubakirov of Kazakhstan 12,

5 at bantamweight.

I[gusquiza, who has been
boxing seriously for only a year,
decked former Soviel Cup

the ring

champion Aboubakirov with a
left hook in the first minute
and then dominated with his
slick boxing skills, despite get-
ting caught a times late in the
bout.

He now faces Yeormn Jong-Kil
of South Korea, who beat brave
but out-gunned Umesh Katuwal
of Nepal 15-0,

India's Gurmeet Singh will
face Pakistani veteran Khaliq
Abdul in the other ban-
tamweight semi. Singh, from
the Punjab. outpointed Tseyen-
Oidov Davaatseren of Mongolia
11-4, while 32-vear-old Abdul
was a 20-3 winner over Nilan-
tha Walisundera of Sri Lanka.

Anoushirvan Nourian of Iran
looked powerful but ran out of
fitness late in his 10-2 welter-
weight quarterfinal against
Nurgazy Arziev of Kyrgyzstan
and will now fight Arkom
Chenglai, a Thai solder who
was a 12-8 victory over Lee
Hoon of South Korea,

Chines¢ Tiper s Jung-san Chang (L) jump-kicks Indonesia s Lugi

Rivondi during the

men's [inweight final at the 12th Asian Games in Hiroshima yesterday. Chang won

— AFP photo

second in 3:45.28,

Syria's Hisham Masri won
the men's 1,500 in a Games
record of 15:29.70. nearly two
seconds ahead of Japan's
Masato Hirano.

Completing the sweep for
the women were Liu Limin,
who led a Chinese 1-2 sweep
in the 200 butterfly in an
Asian record 2:06.77, and he
Cihong, who led another 1-2
finish in the 200 backstroke in
a Games record 2:09.46.

South Korea swept all three
medals in women's individual
archery. Lee Eun-Kyoung beat
Lim Jung-ah 9-8 in a shootout
for the Gold, and teammate
Han Hee-jeong beat Mongo-
lia’s Jargal Otgon by the same
score in another shootout for
the bronze.

In its native sport of taek-
wondo. however, it managed
only two golds in four weight
classes. It had no entries in
the other two divisions.

Chin Seung-Tae, South
Korea, stopped Jordan's Moh-
ammad Sari Zoa'bi for the
lyweight title and kim Kyun-
yorig beat the Philippines' Rob-
ert Vargas in bantam-weight.

But Vietnam's Tran Quang
Ha beat 5. Alfons Lung Tekwan
Beraan of Indonesia for gold in
bantamweight, and Chang
Jung-5San of Taiwan outpointed
wel. Riyandi Lugi of Indonesia
for the finweight title.

Japan's Kengoe Yamamoto
and Hiroshi Yamamotlo became
double gold medalists when
they teamed with Kosaku
Talemoto for victory in men's
trios bowling. The pair earlier
had taken the doubles gold

The Japanese trio rolled a
total of 3.789 for six games,
breaking the 16-vear-old rec-
ord of 3,669 set by a Thai trio.

Malaysia's Lydia Poh Ling
Kwah, Chew Chun Shirley
Chow and Shalin Zulkifli won
the women's trios with 3,734

Kuwaiti's first gold came

when its shooters smashed the
Asian record In team trap

shooting, scoring 357 China
had set the old mark of 34]
last year. and was second this
time with 352

In the individual event.
China s Zhang Bing won with
144, breaking the Asian mark
of 140

Saudi Arabias Saeed Al
Mutairy won the individual
skeet gold with 145 tyving the
Asian record Zhang Xindong of
{ hina followed with 144 |

Kazakhstan won the skeet
leam title with 356, breaking
the Asian mark of 350 set by
China last year (hina was
seconnd here with 354

Chinas Ning Lijia was the
individual air rifle gold
medalist with 690.3 breaking
the 3-vear-old Asian mark of
1h90.1. South Koreas Chae
Keun-Bae was second with
$90.0. and helped his team
beat .Japan 1.753 1.750 for the
leam title. The winning score
tied the Asian record

China won the mens
individual foil fencing title
when Xu Xuening beat Alexsel
Pistsov ol Kazakhstan 15-9 In
the final.

But the Chinese women's
badminton team. Asian Games
champions since 1974, were
knocked out 5-0 in the semi-
linals by South Korea

The Chinese won the
women s team table tennis
vold with a 3-1 victory over

Hong Kong in the final
Turkmenistan's #ld came
frorn Altimurat Orazdurdiev s
viciory at 76 kilograms with a
total lift of 340 kilogrammes

the gold.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoqu
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HFPC
p: SAID A WISTFUL KING

EFYMPV?

KONG OF FAY WRAY: “SHE SURE MADE A MONKEY

OUT OF ME.”

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: W equals C
The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one
letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it
will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short
wuld!- and words using an apostrophe give you clues to
locating vowels. Solution is by trial and er.or.



