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Tourism was once a prerog
ative of the elite, those who
had time and money o enjov
travelling. Times have since
changed. In the west, the con-
cept of tourism has already ac-
quired a wide ranging _u:mﬁ-
cance in the context of its so-
cio-economic impact and peo
ple oriented Image. In many
countries of the world. tourism
has been accorded the status
of an industry on account ol its
potentiality for earning loreign
exchange In the neighbouring
countries India and Nepal.
tourism has altained a stage lar
more developed than that in
our country. One reason for
this may be that we have had a
much later start in this field.

Our country is a land of un-
spoiled beauty and rich her-
itage Even in the city itself,
there are many attractions in
the glory of its oriental past
and the grand panorama ol
mother nature. The tingling
bells of innumerabie oriental
rickshaws plying all over with
thetr sea of colours, the exotic
beauly of the oriental struc-
iires superbly created by our
skilied craftsmen, colourful
shops full of iraditional handi-
crails of wood, bamboo. straw.,
¢lay brass and copper are the
¢characteristic leatures of
tourst attractions. The Tourist
Handbook distributed by the
Bangladesh Parjatan Corpo-
ration gives full detatls of the
places of tourist attractions in
the aity

i1 the eyes of observers.
tourism in our couniry is vel to
achiieve a people-oriented cha-
racter The objective should be
not to accord less importance
to internal tourists in pre-
ference to foreign touri-sts.
Lately, however, it is noted
that the Tourist Corporation
has introduced some progra-
mmes for the youths of sch
nols. colleges and universities.
l'nder these programmes, the
vouths of the city have been
provided with opportunities
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Association and Chairman of
the Bangladesh Textiles Mills
As=ociaticn l_'l"!i”l‘iSjn_E the r—--
cent empowerment of the
BGMEA to conirol imports by
the garmentis sector.

The BGMEA president said
the (wo associations criticisin
ol the government decisicn
was intended to “tarnish the
image of the garments factory
owners . who employ a million
peaple and earn more than 60
ner cent of the country's total
toreign =xchange.

He said the entire textiles
secior cannot meet even three
per cent of the total fabric
demand of the export-oriented
garmentis industry. "This 3 per
cent fabric also comes from
the recently commissioned
textile /dyeing mills of the
Couplry.

The so-called specialised
textiles sector cannot produce
even a single yard ol quality
fabric which is acceptable to
the overseas garments buyers,
he added.

Clarifying the gevernment
empowerment of the BGMEA.
Redwah Ahmed said the deci-
sion related to the issuing of
the Utilisation Declaration and
not control of fabric imports as
such.

He said the customs au-
thority used to issue Utilisation
Permission on the basis of rec-
emmendation of the Utilisation
Expert Committee set up by
the Ministry of Commerce
with the BGMEA members in
1985

Since then, Redwan Ahmed
said, thris committee has been
examining the consumption of
fabric and recommending to
the customs authority for dif-
ferent types of garments be-
vond the SRO limit and there
was not a single case of Expert
Committee recommendation
that was turned down by the
customs authority.

This proves Lhe integrity

Plague
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fromm plague in the Indian capi-
tal for more than 10 days.
Delhi's confirmed plague death
toll remains three.

Government health officials
say they are convinced the
outhreak is under control, and
some foreign governments are
cautiously lilting stringent
controls imposed to keep the
plague in India. '

PTI adds Normalcy is
gradually being restored in
plague hil areas across the
country with no casualties re-
ported as more than 3.600
people left varieus quarantine
wards of different hospitals.

Meanwhile., the visiting
Director-General of the World
Health Organisation (WHO) Dr
H Nakazima. called on the
Prime Minister, P V Narasimha
Rao, and commended the efl-

forts taken by the government .

in containing and localising
the plague within a short span.

considered enough
tourist. To make every guided
tour meaningful, the role of
expert guides can hardly be
exaggerated. In fact, they form

Promotion of Tourism in City

By A S M Nurunnabi

for city sights seeing under
guided tours at reasonable
rates. These tours cover almost
all the places of tourist atirac-
tion. Moreover,

there are
sions for river cruises

with four to five hours' dura-
tion. The river cruises may be
considered a little expensive

common people. They seem
:ghe more tailored to attract

. tourisis.
It is feit by some tourist op-

erators that if the city dwellers
can be motivated to take more
interest in visiting places of
tourist attraction around them
in greater numbers, scope may
be created thereby lo intro-
duce economy rates lor tour
tariffs. Such a. thing has re-
portedly happened in India
where positive incentives are
allowed to internal tourists re-
sulting in substantial growth of
such tourists.

Mere sight-seeing Is nol
for a

an indispensable part of the

tourist industry. If we just go
to visit a place of historical in-

terest, say the Lalbagh Fort,

without the help of an expert
guide, whoe can throw light on
the historical and other inter-
esting aspects of the site, such

a visit may be reduced to just a
glimpse of old structures. The
question of providing adequate
security to the tourists during
their visits is also very impor-
tant.

Tourism in general is
greatly influenced by seasonal
changes. Even local tourists

who come out on their own

initiatives to visit places of in-
terest, choose winter as more
suitable for their outings. Al
that time, we find a large in-
crease in the number of visi-
tors Lo various picnic spots in
oliilving areas such as Chandra,

Shalna. Sonargaon, etc.
Because ol Lthe compara-

BGMEA allays fear |

and necessary expertise of the
Utilisation Expert Committee
of the BGMEA. The issue ol
Utilisation Permission by the
customs authority at the later
stage became merely a formal-
ity. he said.

All these prompted the
government to delegate the au-

thority of issuing Utilisation. |

Permission to the BGMEA in
the form of Utilisation
Declaration. the BGMEA presi-
dent said.

"This transfer of authority
to issue Utilisation Declaration
by the BGMEA is completely in
conformity with the govern-
ment's policy of gradual dereg-
ulation.”

Redwan said in order to

uphold the governmenl's Lrust
on the BGMEA to ensure sci-

entific determination of con-
sumption of fabrics all marking
beyond or within the SRO limit
will be checked by a comput-
erised garments marking sys-
tem followed in the advanced
countries of the world.

The BGMEA has already re-
quested the government to
constitute a Utilisation Moni-
toring Committee comprising
representatives [rom the Na-
tional Board of Revenue, Ex-
port Premotion Bureau. De-
partment of Textiles and Lhe
BGMEA to oversee the Uti.
lisation Declaration, he said.

[raqi divisions
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message ol warning to Bagh-
dad during a question-and-
answer session with reporiers,
one administration source said.

Britain said today that it was
closely watching the situation
on the Iraq-Kuwait Qorder fol-
lowing large-scale Iraqi Lroop
movemernts.

"We are monitoring the sit-
uation very carefully. It is not
unknown for the Ilraqis Lo
move large numbers of troops,”

a loreign office spokesman
said.

AL leaders
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meeting, unanimously expre-
ssed their determination to
realise the main Opposition
demand — caretaker govern-,
ment — either through politi-

- cal negotiations or agitations

against the ruling party. meet-
ing sources said. Ten leaders
of the party's local level units
addressed 'the meeting, the
sources added.

Most of the central leaders
of the party were present at
the meeting but did not ad-
dress it.

Party General Secretary
Zillur Rahman presenied a re-
port on organisational activi-
ties across the rountry and
Ataur Rahman Kaiser read out
the party's ceconoinic pro-
gramme. _ |

The central working com-
mittee of the party .is sched-
uled to meet this moming to
take some decisions in the
light of the discussions at yes-
terday's meeting.

tively h expenses involved.
mtzn:l‘: g£1 run of lochl

interested in tourism
are not able to avail the various
facilities provided by the
Tourist Corporation such as
the Restaurant al Sawvar,
Waterfront Restaurant at Zia
International Airport, Mary
Anderson Floating Restaurant
at Pagla VIP Jetty. These facili-
ties are mostly used by people

of higher income groups. and
tourisis.

Other facilities provided by
the Tourist Corporation near
the city and its suburbs are
mainly directed at foreign
tourists and the richer see¢-
tions of our people. To
high standard at these facili-
ties to suit foreign tourists is
understandable in the interest
of earning foreign exchange. It
is. however, [elt by observers
that there are certain disin-

lives field.
mﬂny lri:t;mftty 5 disorderly

state in our political life ad-
versely affects foreign tourism.
Moreover, the proliferation of
in the streets acts as a

strong discouraging factor.
There is hardly any traffic sig-
nal point in the city which is
not free from a crowd of beg-
gars. The same is true at shop-
ing centres and other areas
grqurnttd by foreign tourists.
Their omnipresence projects a
poor image of our country as
bereflt of self-respect and

rderly civic lije,
e In Fﬂf’w of the important

role played by tourism in help-
ing a country's economy, it be

hoves the authorities con-

cerned to take all possible
measures to attract tourist. In
this respect, large scope exists
for the private sector to play a
helpful role. Faced as we are
with the .problems of popula-
tion explosion, resource con-
straints, unemployment, elc,
there is a paramount need to
take advantage of the fast
growing opportunities for
tourism in this gelden age of
travel.

Madhyapara Project
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Workers' Party (WPK} on
October 19, this year, and said
the rule of the party repre-
senis the interest of Korean
nation and people. He listed
the achievements under this
party in his country and said
many welfare-oriented pro-
grammes were taken up by the
party like free education sys-
tem, free medical care system,
housing to working people free
of charge without any condi-
tion. and solution of food and
clothing problem of the peo-
ple. "Popular policies of WPK
were adopted so that the peo-
ple can lead a happy life with-

out worries.” the ambassador
said.

About the nuclear problem
in the Korean Peninsula, Sik
said the DPRK and the United
States are holding talks in
Geneva to solve the problem.
However, he sald that the talks
are facing some difficulties due
to "sinister intention of the US
hardline conservatives.”

On the possibility of the
summit between the two
Koreas, he said it depends on
the policy and attitude of the
Republic of Korea. Twp coun-
tries had agreed for a summit
but it could not take place as
DPRK President Kim-I1-Sung
died suddenly before the mee-
ting could be held.

7 banks
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the Trust Bank sponsored by
the Sena Kalyan Sangstha: the
Dhaka Bank, sponsored by
Abdul Hai Sarker and Aliab

Hossain: the South East Bank, '

sponsored by M A Quashem
and Ragib Ali and the Dutch
Bangladesh Bank, sponsored by

Md Shahabuddin Ahmed, -

Amena Ahmed., Mohsin Uddin
Ahmed and Netherlands
Finance Company.

According to sources, some
of the seven do not fulfil all the
criteria for being eligible to get
permission for banking. But
those were also recommended
both by an inter-ministerial
body and the cabinel commit-
tee. the sources added.

According (o the set crile-

ria memb=rs of a single lamily
will not be allowed to hold
more than five per cent of
shares, bank loans cannot be
sources of sponsor capital and
defaulters cannot be sponsors.
When asked. an official of
the Finance .Ministry told The
Daily Star the central bank is

supposed to look into the mat- -

ter before giving licences to
the sponsors after approval of

their applications by the cabi- .

net. .

- The Finance Ministry and
the two committees made
their recommendations re-
garding the proposed banks on
the basis of the submit-

ted by the sponsors, the offi-
cial said. "They are not sup-
posed to investigate whether
the capital of the sponsors are
white or not."

UN Seeretary General Boutros-Boutres Ghali (R)
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Mostafizur Rahman at the United Nations Thursday

fisheries scheme

My Masud Hassan Khan

Sonall Bank has initiated a
scheme to reach its credit
services to the doorstep of the
COMIMOTIITEAN .

The scheme, titled Pond
Fisheries Scheme, envisages
lending to the owners of about
9.000 private ponds across the
country for fish eultivation.

When fully implemented, an
additional quantity of 36,000
tonnes of fish worth an esti-
mated Taka 160 crore, will be
produced a year. according to
officiais of the Sonali Bank.

Under the scheme, Taka 50
crore will be disbursed as
loans through all the 1305
branches of the bank. they
said.

The bank will lend a maxi-
mum of Taka 19.000 per bigha
of water surface of the ponds
at a rate of 12.5 per cent sim-
ple interest.

"Any private owner of any
flood-free’ pond, alone or in
groups, can apply for the
loans,” a bank source said.

The new scheme will not.

[ Paris backtracks over
visa to Taslima

PARIS. Oct 7: Backiracking
in tRe face of fierce criticism,
the wnt Friday offered
to let self-exiled Bangladeshi
writer Taslima Nasreen visit
France for more than just 24
hours, reports AP.

But Nasreen. remained
indignant at the initial rejec-
tion of her request for a one-
week visa and postponed her
visit indefinitely.

in a communique released
by her supperiers in France,
she said the government still
wished to restrict her activi-
ties and limit her visit to three
or four days.

"Why -does France want to
limit my freedom of movement
and expression?” she askod.
"France is the land of freedom.
I love this country and [ want
to have access to its culture.”

The Foreign Ministry
outraged human righis groups,
cultural figures and numerous
politicians Thursday when it
confirmed that Nasreen's re-

quest for a one-week visa had

been rejected. The ministry
offered her a 24-hour visa. say-
ing security forces couldn't as-
sure her safety for a longer
visit.

On Friday, as the criticism
intensified, Foreign Ministry
spokesman Richard Duque said
Nasreen was welcome for a
visit of "several days.” He said
her plans should be "closely
coordinated” with security ol-
ficials.

The Foreign Ministry said
he one-week visa request was

however. cover large water
bodies like beels. haors or
baoirs.

The fisheries scheme em-
phasises bringing under it
thousands of small and medi-
um-size backyard ponds In the
homestead which remain unu-
tiised round the year. the so-
urce said.

The scheme will be oper-
ated under a participatory
management” system in which
local Sonali Bank officials and
the entrepreneurs will work
jointly for fish production.

Bank officlals said that re-
pavment of loans given under
the Pond Fisheries Scheme
will start one year after dis-
bursement of the money and
will be made in three instal-

ments,

The new scheme banks on
good reputation of the small
borrowers in paying back the
money in time', according to
some officials of the Sonali
Bank.

rejected only because of the
insistence of the Interior
Ministry. which oversees the
police. A dispute between the
two ministries was resolved
Friday by Premier Edouard
Balladur. and a longer visa was
offered. officials said.

Interior Minister Charles
Pasqua said he was concerned
not so much about Nasreen s
safety but about the possibility
that French citizens abroad
might be targeted by andti-
Nasreen fundamentalists.

Reporters Without Barders,
one of the groups organising
Nasreen's planned visit. said
the writer still might come at
a later date, if she was allowed

to follow her full initial
itinerary.

.
Womn ret

STOCKHOLM, Oct 7: The
new prime minister presented
a Social Democratic minority

government Friday with wo-

men for the first time com-
prising half the cabinet. re-
s AP.
purltn a speech to parliament,
Ingvar Carlsson said the gov-
ernment’'s main task will be to
shrink the huge budget deficit
and reduce unemployment,

.now at about 13 per cent.

"Under no circumstances
will- we accept higher inflation
to bring the budget deficit and
national debt down,” Carlsson
said in an apparent attempt to
defer such fears in financial
markets. Inflation is now run-
ning at about ?.T per cent.

‘Haitian parliament nearing

-Risley told Reuters in

greets Bangladeshi Foreign Mimister

— AFP photo

Mostafiz
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rights. econ progress and
social cohesion.

Together. they call for a
concerted response, nationally
and internationally, that is new
and imaginative. Mostafiz said.

Mostafiz now in New York,
is leading the Bangladesh del-
egation at the UNGA session.

Today, issues of territorial
security are being overshad-
owed by concerns over human
security, he said, adding. there
is increasing recognition of
non-military threats of secu-
rity.

Bangladesh, he said. has a
strong commitment for multi-
lateralism and for building a
better regional consensus in
South Asia as clsewhere.

Quotirg Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia, he said,
Bangladesh is keen on deve-
loping partnership within
South Asia to combat the
common problem of poverty in
the region and free South Asia
from hunger, disease, igno-
rance and prejudice that toge-
ther pose the most important
challenges to security.

Bilaterally, he said  Ban-
gladesh has taken important
steps to constructive relations
with all its immediate neigh-
bours in pursuit ol Bangla-
desh's policy of friendship,
cooperation and peaceful
coexistence with all countries
of the world.

's relations with
its largest neighbour. india, he
saicl, has seen some [improve-
menil on the issué of return of
Chakina refugees and eco-
nomic interacuons.

Turning to the prevaiing
global p:oblems the foreign
minister lent his support 1o
the proposals of the UN Secre-
tary General for an agenda for
peace and an agenda for
development across the world.

The loreign minister called
for effective measures to end
the continuing tragedy in
Bosnia and reiterated Bang-
ladesh’'s position to establish
comprehensive peace in
Middle East based on justice
and fair play. :

"We are glad that the prob-
lems of Haiti has been pursuad
through exhaustive attempis
for a peaceful resolution of the
problem.” he said.

* Akashi unlikely
to apologise

ZAGREB, Qct 7: UN special
envoy Yasushi Akashi is un-
likely to apologise for a mis-
taken allegation that Muslim
troops executed Bosnian Serb
soldiers and mutilated their
corpses, a UN spokesman said
today, reports Reuter.

Bosnian President Alija
[zetbegovic demanded an apol-
ogy but UN spokesman Paul
Zagreb
that the facts of Thursday's at-
tack by Bosnian government
forces "don’'t warrant any sort

of apolng(."
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NATY) formally asked the Umnited

-

Natwons on Friday (o let its war planes retaliate [aster. move
forcefully and against raore  argers in Bosn'a. In a Jetier o UN
Secretary (eneral Boutros Boutros Ghali, it asked that more
intense air power be used agaimst Bosnian Serbs wviclating
arins exclusion zones around Sarapevo and Gorazde or harase-
itig Muslims or peacekeepers elsewhere in Boania said a

NATO official. reporis AP

LONDON. 0Ot 7

China angered its Asian neighbours,

Russia and the United States with its latest nuciear test blast
ioday but the underground explosion seemed unlikely to

damage
year. China is the

efforts to wrap up a worldwide lest ban trealy next
ondy one of the world's five declared nuclear

powers which has refused (o observe a moratorium on testing
and many countries urged Belling on Friday to stop tests

now. Today's biasi
protests from Russia
ports Reuter

the second in four months, drew sharp
Japan. Australia and Kazakhstan. re-

Some Swiss cult members

were murdered !

(GRANGES-SUR-SALVAN.
Oct 7: Mounting evidence
points to murder in some of
the 53 deaths of cult inembers
in Switzerland and Canada. in
vestigators said Friday reports
AP

Two leaders of the cult had
visited their chalet hours be
fore elaborately rigged bombs
set off fires In it and other
buildings associated with the
cult. authorities also said
Friday

Invesligators are weighing
new evidence. such as bullel
woulinds and weapons, suggest
ing at least some of the cull
members found dead this
week were murdered. and not
willing participants in a mass
suicide.

“"We have elements now that
clearly indicaled there may
have been an execution.” said

investigating judge Andre
Filler

Canadian authorities said
thev were sure that a baby and
two adults found in a burned
house north of Montreal were
murdered. The latest finds
brought to five the number
killed in Canada. The Swiss toll
is 48,

Geneva police, meanwhile,
have seized bank documents
and lists in several houses and
apartments ol people associ-
ated with the cult, said spo-
kesman Gerard Maury. He said
police had also given pro

tection for two days after the
fires 1o a cult member who
feared reprisals

The Belgian doctor Luc
Jouret. leader of the mysteri-
aris Order of the Solar Tradi-
tion and another cult leader.
Joseph di Mambro. had a
locksmith let them into the
chalet aboui 4 pm Tuesday. in-
vestigating judge Jean-Pascal
Jaquewwt 1old Swiss radio

Bangalore

From Page | Col 4

Many people in Bangalore
believe the governing Congress
party recently began the Urdu
broadcasts on Doordarshan TV
lo win votes from Karnataka's
Muslim minority in next
monih's state election.

Doordarshan officials have
denied that. but the activists
plan to seize its building In
Bangalore this Sunday.

The Congress party is
makjng a surreptitious attempt
to make Urdu the second
official language of the state
just to win the votes ol
Muslims,” Chidananda Murdhy.
the leader of the Kannada
Power Centre activist group,
said in an interview Thursday.

Anees-ul-Haq., a local
Doordarshan official. said each
day's 10-minute Urdu news-
cast is only replacing adwver-
tisements and public an-
nouncements. He said the
Urdu newscasts also in
seven other citles across India,
including New Delhi.

amnesty for coup leaders

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Oct 7:
Haiti's Parliament is drawing
closer to a sweeping amnesty
agreement for the nation’s mil-
itary leaders, reports AP,

The lower chamber of
Parliament overwhelmingly
passed a measure authorising
a4 broad amnesty for the coup
leaders Thursday, and the
Senate was expected to take
up the issue today.

US  helicopters «ircled
overhead this meorning as
American soldiers searched for
arms in the Delmas area of
Port-au-Prince. There was no
immediate word of any
weapons seizures or arrests.

In St Marc, north of the
capital, US troops arvested 23
Haitian soldiers and several
civilians Thursday after discov-
ering an arms cache in the lo-
tal army barracks.

There is a rising sense of
anticipation here as Oct 156
approaches. That is the dead-
line for Haiti's two remaining
military leaders Raoul
Cedras and Philippe Biamby —
to step down and retorn the

PR

Ha!tinn government lo
Aristide.
Under an t nego-

ifated by former President
Carter, the generals are to step
down by Oct 15 or whenever
Parliament grants them a gen-
eral amnesty. whichever
comes first.

Earlier this week,
members of Parliamen
balking at the notion of

some
were
blan-

~ ket amnesty, arguing that the

military leaders should only be
pardoned for leading the coup
that toppled Aristide in
September 1991, not for other
crimes.

The measure passed by the
Chamber of Deputies would al-
low Aristide to pardon the
generals not only for political
misdeeds but for other "crimes
and misdemeanors.”

There has been mueh
speculation in the capital about
whether Cedras might leave
the country, as US officials
have urged him t6 do. One line
of thought is that he is await-
ing an ammesty vote, and might
be more willing to leave once

he has been pardoned.

Close associates to Cedras
said he is resisting pressure to
leave Haiti, as fellow coup
leader Michel Francois did
earlier in the week. Biamby is
also still in Haid.

In Washington, the Senate
voted 91-8 Thursday to ap-
prove a resolution calling for a
prompt and orderly with-
drawal of US troops from Haiti.

It set no date. The House of
Representatives was to vote
later in the day on Haiti resolu-

Zhirinovsky ploy

MOSCOW. Oct 7: Ulirana-
tionalist Viadimir Zhirinovsky.
incensed because he was ba-
rred from landing at a Russian
airport last week, stormed out
of parliament Friday and
withdrew his party from the
legislative body, reports AP.

The walkout iriggered par-
liament's first crisis after it
convened for its fall session on
Wednesday. The Communisi
and Agrarian parties proclaim-
ed solidarity with Zhirinovsky
and refused to participate in

volting.
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PG tqQO Level 8.30 am. -1 pm.
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SHAPE UP YOUR KIDS
THE OXFORD WAY
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OXFORD INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL «

NO. 48, ROAD NO. 27 (OLD), DHANMOND! FUA. DHAKA PHONE: 315992
Established -1987
frecg rermima ,‘;Merw ff.‘ymnﬁn, YUK
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full-time schooling system has been

€ advanced countries. Oxford International
:ra pioneer in introducing Full-time Schooling in Bangladesh.
of Full-time School:-

e Advantages

and Is practised in most
in this regard, has beeny,
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% @ Children spend the day at school, where all relevant

o Engis ,
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&, support is provided with their education to such an g
g, oxtent Ihaltrmym&dnm'stwfatMclmmh
from privale tutors. |
. @ g Lunch and tea-time snacks are provided by the school &
&, Management. Full-time Schooling is operated in two o
shifts by two different batch of teachers. &
ﬁlAsEngimismdasqummmqlmm.
‘& students the entire day at school improve thei ¢,

Parents/Gurdians occupied with professional activiies.
- ﬁ:ﬂ Full-time Schooling the answer 1o their prayers for &

' bringhgmllukdimmnanmm.mmﬂ. o

Apart from exira-curncular activities such as sports and
q"'.1:Iol.'rali . computer and avdio-visual aids are also ®
@, available to supplement the development of the «,
. student's knowledge L

ﬁm' for the nex! academic

L5

L+ Y
year 1s now open Inﬂunmr (N
contact the admission office at Main Bulding, House No 48, ..
% § MMMM fjom 9am 1o 1pm and Jpm lo Spm <
Transport
School micro-bus is availabie on route.
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