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South Korea s l.ee Eun-Ju holds her rifle aloft after winning the gold medal in the women's

individual 10m air rifle 40 event at the 12th Asian Games yesterday.

— AFP photo

Sino supremacy all over

HIROSHIMA., Oct 7: At the
World Swimming Champi-
onships last month, China's
amazing women won 12 of 16
golds. Back in the pool Tor the
Asian Games, theyre 12 for
12, with one world record,
reports AP.

And the [inale
come.

China will have a quintuple
gold medalist from the World
Championships, Le Jingyi.

is yet to

ready for the 50-metre frees- -

tyle as the Games swimming
competition wraps up Satur
day.

Le demolished the world
record al that distance and in
the 100-metre freestyle at the
Rome championships, one of
five world records set there by
the Chinese women.

China also will have triple
world champions He Cihong
and Liu Limin in Saturday's two
other women's races. the 200-
metre backstroke and 200-
- metre butterfly.

% Lu Bin, one of the few

hinese stars who didn't break
a world record in Rome, was
the first to break one here. Lu
was timed in 2 minutes, 11.57
seconds in the 200 medley.
breaking the 2:11.65 set by
teammate Lin Li at the 1992
Olympics.

Lu had already won golds
here in the 200-metre frees-
tyle and 400-metre freestyle
relay and silvers in the 100
freestyle and' 100 backstroke.

China's men have been im-
pressive. but not invincible. On
Friday. they raised their
swimming gold tally to seven

of 13. Japan has four and South
Korea two. -

The overwhelming domi-
nance of China's swimmers has
aroused suspicion that part of
their success is due to perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs. Bul
the head of the Asian Games’
governing body said no ath-

letes at Hiroshima had tested -

positive in dope lests.
Before the Games began,
swimming s international gov-
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erning organization conducted
surprise tests on Chinese,
Japanese and Hong HKong
swimmers and said it would
announce any positive findings

So far, none have been an-
nounced, though a Thai soccer
player on Friday became the
first player of the Games to be
sent home for failing a doping
test, Japanese and Thai news
reports said. ’

For China. success has by no
means been limited to the
pool.

The Chinese juggernaut on
Friday also won titles in soft-
ball. shooting, fencing and

weightlifting, expanding their
gold haul for the day to 11, and
for the Games so far to 54.
China failed to win one gold
it was expected to take home,

however, thanks to a HII'DE—
hima policeman,
Local police sergeant

Masaru Nakashige won the in-

dividual gold in the men's free

pistol, Japan's first shooting
gold in 24 years. But China's
Wang Yifu and Xu Dan took the
silver and bronze medals, giv-
ing China the team title.

South Korea and Japan

stayed neck-in-neck in their
race for second best in the
gold count with three each for
the day and 20 total. Along
with Nakashige's gold, Japan
won its third equestrian event
and one men's swimming gold.

South Korea's women
picked up all of their country’'s
golds Friday. with two in
shooting and one for volleyball.

India won its first gold of

Lthese games by blanking Indo-

nesia in the men's team tennis

final.

Soulh Korea was likely to
gather a goodly share of the
gold Saturday as four medals
were to be contesled in its na-
tive fighting art of taekwondo
and one in archery . a Korean
favorite.

Two South Korean women
who have already taken gold in

bowling singles and doubles

will also be in the competition
again for the gold in the three-
player team event.

Golds were also at stake in
sliooting. table tennis, weigh-
lhfnng and fencing.

HIROSHIMA, Oct
7. Indonesia's te-
am of world cha-
mpions opened
the Asian Games
badminton com-
peution fuday, crushing their
Thai opponents after scaring

v

away many others from even

coning to HiWwoshima, reports
Reuter

Only eight teams are en-
tered for both the men's and
women's badminton, fofcing
the organisers to hold just two
rounds of competition before
the finals.

Tm disappointed at the
poor turmnout.” said Lu Sheng-
rong, head of the International
Badminton Federation (IBF).
adding that many ecountries
stayed away out of fear of the
prowess of the Indonesians,
Chinese and the South Ko-
reans.

All three countries were in

form and won through to

semilinals in the mens
Coy {iton
Indonesia. led by world

second
briefly to find his form before
ending Vacharapan -
thong's brave fightback in the
second set. The score was |8-

numher one Ardy Wiranata,
beat Thailand 5-0. the same
score as China defeated Japan

In the women's competi-
tion, South Korean Olympic

silver medalist Bang Soo Hyoun
was in awesome form in lead-
ing her country to an effortless

3-0 victory over Thailand.
Both Indonesia's women.

with the world's top player

Susi Susanti in its team. and
China, go to the semifinals di-
rectly.

But Indonesia's men team
showed the depth of its talent

in badminton on the first day
of the men's

competition.
Shuffling its pack of cham-

pions, Indonesia played Arbi

Herlyanto. the reigning All-

England champion in the third
singles and shut out Teeranun
Chiangi a 15-8. 15-1

Joko Suprianto,
singles

playing
struggled

Kum

17. 13- IH 1 5-5

Indonesians begin in style

Ardy was in much belter
form. quickly taking the mea
sure of Thailand's Sompol
Kookasemkit and winning 15
9 15-7.

Indonesia's Rexy Mainaky
and Ricky Subagdja had no
trouble in living up to their
reputation as the world's num
ber one doubles pair when

they beat Pramote Teerawi-,

watana and Sakrapee Thong-
sari 15-6, 18-13. Gunawan and
Bambang Supriyanto beat
Siripong Siripool and Khu-
nakorn Suhdisodhi 15-9 15-
12 1o show there are no weak
Hnks in 1w

China scored an egually
emphatic win. with its number
one Dong Jiong giving early
notice of his devastating lorm
ina 159, 15-2 over Fumhiko
Machida. His teammate Lin
Liwen defeated Takahiro Suka
15-8. 15-10.

The South Koreans gained a
4-1 win over Taiwan, while the
Malaysian had it easy in defeal-
ing nmrim the Haldwra 5-0

e AL

HIROSHIMA. Oct
7: History-cha-

~ing Talal Man

w0or has his hean
¢! on clinching a
unique hattrick ol
Asian (oapes 100m titles here
— then hanging up his spikes

reporis AFP

But a posse of sprinters are
determined to wreck Man-
soors track ambitions, while
Qatar athletics commanders
are as set on blocking the army
Heutenant's plan to quit.

The 30-year-old runmper.
who won in Seoul and Betjing
as well as collecting AsiAn
Championship titles in |987
1991 and 1993 said today
“This will be the most impor
tant race | have ewer taken
part in — | want to go down in
history as the first man to win
three Asian Games 100m

golds.

al my peak. bhut its 99
i certain that | will guit

after the Games. | want 1o guit
at my best "

But Qatar Athletics Fede-
ration vice-president Jaber- Al
Rumaihi immediately imerrup-
ted with a laugh: “We won't et
him.

“We have one. perhaps even
two per cent chamee of taliing
him out of it t's his decision
of course, but he likes me too

Mansoor eyes rare treble

much 1n it me down
need . him and | hope he w]”
tHiink about it We are notl con-

vinced he should retire.’
Mansoor, who ran on the

Grand Prix eircuit in Cologne

and Zurieh this season helore

MANSOOR
coming third iIn the World Cup

TALAL

behind Olympic and world
champion Linford Christie,
cansiders Japan's Sateru Ingue
and Ishitaka Mo and Kazakhs
Lan s \taly Savin as his main
P s

The Japanese will be

strong. Savin s meant 1o have
run 0. 18 secs but has he done

it outside his own country? To |

be a champion. you musi per-
lorm abroad as well

T'll go for the 200m as well
hut it's the 100m that matters.

Mansoor, who holds the
Games record of 10 30 secs
and an Asian best of 10 .14
secs. sald he was in good
shape and would not train gain
after Friday.

| feel fime. no injury proh
lernis. But | don't know about a
new record — ask me after the
semifinals ©

Mansoor. captain of Qatar's
27 man squad. is one of two
star athletes for Qatar. Middle
distance runner Mohamed
Sulewnan came fourth i the
World Championships last
yer

With different facilities,
Mansoor, who also grabbed a
worid indoor bronze over H60m
m Toromnto last year. believes
he could have challenged ai
the Lop level

But he refused to compare
himself 1o the likes of Christie

and Lthe top Americans
Christie is the best in the
world. | think. | admire him a

ot But 1 am not the
I'm from Qatar

Salrne
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ASIAN GAMES

MEDALS TABLE

HIROSHIMA, Oct 7:
Following is the fifth day
medals tally at the 12th Asian
Games here on Friday
(tabulated under gold, silver,

bronze and total):

G S B T
B4 33 10 97
20 18 34 72
20 12 40
7 15
15
Iran

Syria

India
Indonesia
Thailand
Uzbekistan
Vietnam
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Saudi Arabia
Malaysia
Brunei
Philippines
Singapore
UAE
Burma
Hong Kong
Macao
Nepal
Tajikistan

It's baloney

HIROSHIMA, Oct 7: Athle-
lics supremo Primo Nebiolo
says Ma Junren's magic potion
of turtle blood is a load of
baloney, reports AFP.

He is lucky to have some
young women ready to train
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"two or three times a day every

day. the International Amateur
Athletic Federation president
told AFP here Friday.

He's a very intelligent man
and he knows exactly what he
is doing but he also likes being
a celebrity, added Nebiolo who
met the Chinese coach at the
Asia championships in Manila
last year.

"All these stories about tur-
tle blood are just for show
journalists insist on asking
about it so he's happy to give
them what they want."

Nebiolo though the only
diet Ma fed his "army" was a
marathon a day.

His two best runners. Wang
Junxia and Qu Yunxia. rewrote
‘the record books last vear.

Wang broke the 3.000m

‘and 10,000m records last year

as well as winning the
10,000m at the World cham-
pionships in Stuttgart, Ger-
many, and the World Cup ma-
rathon in San Sebastian, Spain.

Qu Yunxia won the 3.000m
world title and broke the
1,500m record.

Nebiolo predicated
China would become
sport's leading power in
years.

"When you look at whait
Cuba has achieved with eight
million people it's not surpris-
ing what China can achieve
with a population of a billion."

Ma's success so far has been
exclusively in women's running
and there have been insinua-
tions he must be using steroids
to enable them to train seo
hard.

Nebiolo would have nothing
of it.

Women's athletics is 15
vears behind men's there is
bigger margin to work in so
it's relatively easier to make
bigger improvements., he said.

The women’'s high jump
record of Stefka Kostadinova.
for instance is 2.09m when
Javier Sotomayor's is 2.45m.
The women's record should
really be around 2.20m. That's
the sort of margin you have to
play with."

China holds every Asian
women's record and three
world records but Nebiolo ex-
pected them to be soon as
challenging in men's events

In five years their men will
be as strong as their women
he said.
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[raq still
unwelcome -

HIROSHIMA, Oct 7 Sheikh
Ahmad Al-Fahd Al-Sabah. who
became president of the
Olympic Committee of Asia
IOCA) when
during Iraq's invasion ol
Kuwait, said on Thursday Iraq
was still unwelcome at the
Asian Games, reports Reuter

Ahmad, speaking at the end
of the two-day OCA general
assembly during the Asian
Games, said Iragq must "remove
the conditions” that caused it
to be ousted from the Aslan
Games In 1990 and put under
UN sanctions for the invasion
of Kuwait.

[t has remained suspended
from all sporting competition
since then.

“There is no problem (o
irag's reinstatement as soon as
its reasons for suspension dis
appear.” Ahmad said

Ahmad's father Sheikh
Fahatd Al-Sabah, was the long-
time founding president of the
(OCA and many delegates op
pose Iraq's return while Iraqgi
President Saddam Hussein
remains in power,

Ahmad was re -elecied
nnopposed as OCA president
lor a new four year term on
Thursday, surviving a row over
the presence of a Talwanese
official at the Games

Most other offlicials retained
their positions including
India’'s Randhir Singh as secre
tary general. while Indonesia s
Mahammad Hasan was elevated
o senijor vice president

his father died

Lu Bin sets new world mark

HIROSHIMA, Oct
7: Lu Bin set a
new world recerd
lor the women's
200 metres
individual medley
as China's women won their
12th title out of events at-the
Asian Games pool, reports AFF.

Lu, 17, clocked 2:11.57,
shaving eight hundredths of a
second off the record set by
team-mate Lin Li in winning
the title at the Barcelona
Olympics in 1992,

The performance capped a
record-setting spree by the
Chinese women who have been
unstoppable here. But the men

‘had a share of glory in the

200m butterfly when they won
two gold medals in a single
event,

Xue We, the 22-year-old
Shanghai student and 18-year-
old Zhang Bin touched simul-
taneously for a rare dead heat
and shared the winners
podium in the men's 200m
butterfly.

That brought the night's
gold medal tally to seven from
six events with China taking
every one apart from the men's
100m backstroke — a popular
home victory for Japan's
Hajime Itoi. China now have 19
golds from 25 events with one
day and six races to go.

China's women, who domi-
nated the World Champi-
onships with 12 of a possible
16 titles last month, continued
were they left off in Rome.

Lu's world record was an as-
tonishing sixth for China in-
side one month and followed a
day after Liu Limin set the
year's best time in the 100m
butier(ly.

At the World Champion-
ships He Cihong set a new
100in backstroke record and
Le Jingyi set the new 50m and
100m freestyle marks.

The Chinese relay teams
added records in the 4X100m
medley and 4X100m freestyle.
in which Lu swam the anchor
leg.

Lu. the world champion
from Lioaning province in
northeastern China, was 77
hundredths of a second ahead
of her winning time in Rome,
ancd lelt Dai Guohong. her
teanimate and world champion

Paes breaks India's duck

HIROSHIMA, Oel
7° Leander Paes
look a giant leap
lowards stardom
oday leading
ndia to its first

ever \sian Games tennis g i
medal with a memorable win
over Indonesia in the men's
leam final here, reports AFP,

And the boisterous 21-year-
old ' immediately issued a
warning to his rivals,

‘I want te leave Hiroshima
with at least two more gold
medals.” he said.

The former Wimbledon and
US Open junior champion is
top-seeded for the singles
events starting on Saturcday
and will Davis Cup partner
(GGaurav Natekar in the doubles.

"Playing for the country re
ally gets me going. It's the ul
limate eXperience . .No sporis
man can ask for more.,” said
Paes, who lifted rank outsiders
India into the Davis Cup
semifinal last year.

"My next target is to win an
Olympic medal at Atlanta
Ramesh (Krishnan) and | nar-
rowly missed one at Barcelona
when we lost in the quarter-fi-
nals. | am determined to set
the record straight.”

It was India's first major
Asiad success since Seoul in
RETES wht*n irack star P T

over 400m, tralling nearly four
seconds in her wake.

Dai, 17, from Shenyang,
who won the 100m breast-

stroke gold two days ago,
clocked 2:15.42, and was fol-
lowed home by Japan's Hitomi
Maehara. seventh at the World
Championships, who obliter-

ated her own personal best.
Thf WOl wWon the Hﬂﬂm
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4X100 metres medley relay in
4:07.69, well behind their
world record time but good as
gold here. Japan were second
and South Korea third.

The Chinese men won the
90m freestyle through Hu Bin,
a 2l-year-old from Shanghai
who set a new Games record.

Alexei Horivin gave Kaza-
kahtan Ihﬂ nd swimming

..............
N Y T g g e

.......

Choi Yoo-jin of South Korea perfects her moves during a
practice session for the synchronised swimming compe-

tition yesterday:.

freestyle with Luoping taking
the gold in a new continental
record of 4:17.07 and team-
mate Zhou Guanbin Eﬂllecling
the silver.

Then they ended the night
with a rousing win in the

Usha picked up four golds and
wrestler Kartar Singh added
another. India's lone gold in
Beijing four years ago came in
home-grown Kabaddi.

The bronze medals went to
Malaysia and Japan.

India's Sports Minister
Mukul Wasnik., opposition
leaders Sikander Bakhat and
Vijay Kumar Malhotra and

o

LEANDER PAES

Paes’ falher Vece, a former
hockey international. joined
around 100 flag-waving Indian
athletes to cheer on their
country’s first gold medal here.

‘It is a fantastic moment.”

— AFP photo

silver medal, beating Jiang
Cheniji. the 100 metre butter-
fly gold medalist from China,
to the touch.

New world record holder
Lu's personal coach, Yao
Zhenjie, explained how he
planned his protegee's attack.

Wasnik sald. "I hope it inspires
the others to show that we do
not lag behind the other coun
tries.”

Paes, who defeated Indo-
nesian nurhber one Benny
Wijaya 6-1, 6-3 in the second
singles in just 67 minutes after
Ismail had taken care of

Suwandi 6-1. 6-7 [6-8). 6-3 in |

Lthie Srst.

teammales. )
Natekar and Zeeshan took

turns to man the coach s chair
since the All India Tennis
Association had relused to
«lear Davis Cup captain Ja»-
(deep Mukherjee for the Ga-

mes.
lsmail, 24. who made his

Davis Cup debut last month in
the World Group plav-oil
against South Alrica in New
Delhi, said winning the Asiad
fold was his greatest moment
in a fledgling four-year interna-

tional career.
The Davis Cup experience

gave me Lhe confidence to take
o thre best. | gm relleved at
justilving the faith reposed in
m" said 15?1 whose falher

ul Ismail played first class
cricket for Bombay in the six-
ties.

Ismail is paired with
Zeeshan Ali for the doubles.
Natekar is the other Indian

besides Paes in the singles
draw.

paid tribute to his |
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Royal rider

HIROSHIMA, Oct 7: Jor-
dan’s Princess Haya joined the
ranks of gallivanting royal
athletes today riding in her
first major international show
jumping competition at the
Asian Games, reports Reuter.

Elegantly dressed in a navy
blue blazer and white riding
pants, the 20-year-old daugh-
ter of King Hussein of Jordan,
made it through comfortably to
the third round of the individ-
ual competition, tying for sev-
enth place with twelve other
competitors.

Riding on "Sparky I,” a
whitish gray stallion, the
princess knocked down only
one jump in each of the rides.

On Sunday when the final
rounds take place. Princess
Haya will be up against the
event's other star attraction —
popular Filipino actress and
niece of former president
Corazon Aquino, Mikaela
Cojuangcen.

Cojuangco, riding on "Prin-
ciple”. is trailing the princess.
and is currently tied for 27th
place.

"I would like to win a
medal,” Princess Haya said as
she was surfounded by re-
porters who were kept at arms
distance by bodyguards.

Fans watching the event
were impressed by the prin-
cess' grace and her ability to
overcome the pressure she is
under as a sporting royal.

‘It can't be easy for her.”
one spectator said. "Everyone
is looking for her to make a
fall.”

Princess Hava is the second
child of King Hussein's third
deceased wife Queen Alia
whom he married in 1972 and

by whom he had a son Prince
Ali. who is next in line for the
throne after Crown Prince
Hassan.

Princess Haya Iis
prominent in Jordan's sport
scene acting as patron of
many local sports associations.

If she does win a medal she
will not be the first royal to do
S0

In 1960 King Constantine of
Greece won an  Olympic Gold
Meclal in Yachting and Britain s
Princess Anne is a former
three-day event equestrian
champion.

And many other membi
ol royal families have hecn
members of Olympic squads

Princess Anne also rode i
the 1976 Olympics and Prince
Albert of Monaco has been a
member of the bobsleigh team
in three Winter Olympic
Games.

Spain's current royal family
leads the way in Olympic com

petition

Abe pulls out

HIROSHIMA., Oct 7 Japa
nese runner Tomoe Abe has
withdrawn from Sunday's wo-
men's marathon at the Asian
Games, officials announced
Friday. She has an injured
right shin. reports AP

The absence of the 23-year
old Abe leaves Nobuko Fuji
mura as Japan's sole repre-
sentative in the race Asian
(rames marathon rules do not
allow substitutes.

Abe, who secured one of the
two marathon berths bv win
ning the Osaka International
Ladies Marathon last January
i the then Japanese record of

very

2 hours. 26 minutes. 9 sec.
onds. injured the shin in
training last Sunday in

Kumamoto. southern Japan

‘I felt an excruciating pain
so much so that | could not
walk,” she said. "Though | took
a rest over the past two days, |
cold not get nd of the pntn'."

She was told she would re
quire three to four weeks of
treatment at a hospital in
Mivazaki. southerm Japan
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