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Kohl won't seek reelection: chancior
Helmut Kohl said Friday he will not seek re-election four
years from how If he defeats Social Democratic rival Rudolf
Scharping on Oct. 16, AP reports from Bonn.

Kohl has been in office since 1982, longer than any
postwar German leader other than Konrad Adenauer, who was
West German chancellor for 14 years.

According to opinion palls, Kohl could very well win a
fourth term on Oct 16, He would replace Adenauer as longest-
serving. .

LTTE kills 2 Lankan soldiers: run

separatist guerillas vesterday killed (wo government soldiers
and wounded another in northeast Sri Lanka shortly afier
escaping an army ambush in the region. military officlals said,
AFP reports from Colombo.

Gunmen from the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
shot dead the soldiers in coastal Trincomalee district after
attacking troops who weére planning to ambush the guerillas,

military officials said. ;

5 US troops killed in chu]iwper crash:
Five US soldiers were killed when their helicopter crashed in
central South Korea, Lhe US military command in Seoul said
Friday, AP reports from Seoul.

The HH-60G helicopter {rom the 33rd Rescue Squadron at
Kadena Air Base in southwestern Japan, was on a routine
training mission when l crashed shortly after 8 pm (1100
GMT] on Thursday near Jochewon, 150 kilometres (94
miles] south ol Seoul, according to an official written

statement.

Manila-Tehran bilateral accord:

The Philippines and Iran have signed a bilateral agreement to
improve relations between the two countries, the Philippine
foreign affairs office announced on Friday, AP reports from
Manila.

Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary Roberto Romulo and
Iranian Foreign Minister ANl Akbar Velayati signed the
agreement Oct. 5 in New York, according to the

announcemendt.
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Smgacpore executes Ghanaian:a
28-year-old man from Ghana who was convicted of drug
trafficking was hanged Friday, the 84th person to be executed
by Singapore for a narcotics offence. AP reports from
Singapore.

The island-state made the death penalty mandatory in
1975 for anyone caught bringing in or taking out of Singapore
as little as 15 grams {a half-ounce) of heroin.

Letter bomb defused in Austria: .

letter bomb sent to a monastery housing loreigners seeking
asylum was defused by police on Thursday in the fourth such
incidént this week. AP reports from Vienna.

No one was injured in the incident, but there were fears
yet more letter bombs were still travelling through the mail.

The letter bemb was sent to the monastery in the western
province of Tirol on Wednesday, media teports said. It was
only discovered on Thursday.

: .

15 pc Americans below
About 15 per cent of Americans lived below the poverty line
in 1993. a slight increase compared to the previous year.
according to an annual feport released on Thursday by the US
Cenisus Bureau, AFP reports [rom Washington.

Some 30 million Americans earned an annual income of
less than 14.763 dollars. considered as the minimum level by
statisticlans In 1992 14 8B per cent of Americans lived below
the poverty hine, thei lised ot 14 335 dollars a year.
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Blast clau,ps 5 in Philippines:r..
childrent were killed and two other persans were wounded
when suspected members of a religious cult exploded a
grenade inside a house outside this southern city. police said
today, AFFP reports from Cotabato. Philippines. '

The attack on the house of Muslim farmer Duday Bandila
before dawn Thursday in Kabacan town outside this city.
which killed five of his children aged six to 15, could have
resulted from a personal grudge. police said.

Khmers ste‘:() up troop movement:
Cambeodia’'s outlawed Khrier Rouge guerillas stepped up troop
movement near Ankor Wat Temple in northwest Siem Reap
province. a senior government official said yesterday. Reuter
reports from Phnom Penh ;

But provincial second deputy governor Hem Bunheng said
the temple complex was still safe for tourists to visit, despite
the nightly planting of land mines by government troops
around the temples to stop thefis of antiquities

C'wealth Prize for Indian writer:

Indian author Vikram Seili has been awarded the
Commonwealth Writer s for his widtly-praised best
seller. ‘A Suitable Boy. 4 | 349 page epic aboul love and
marriage in his native land of the 1950s. AP reports from
Singapore.

Seth, who shot into fame with "The Golden Gate." a 300
page sonnet about San Francisco's loves and lovers. was
chosen from four nominees for the Best Book award The
prize was given on Thursday at a dinner here.

Clashes leave 70 dead in Burundi:

Some 70 people have been killed since the beginning of the
week in Muhuta. south of Bujumbura, during army operations
to disarm civiians, the Burundi Press Agency said here on
Thursday. AFP reports from Bujumbura.

The agency did not give details. but said both Hutus and
Tutsis were among the dead

Amnesty denounces ROK:..

internatipnal human rights group denounced South Korea on
Friday for executing !5 criminals and demanded it abolish
capital punishment, AF reports (rom Seoul.

London-based Amnesiy Imternational said it will send
letters to the South Korean government expressing deep
regret over the executions nd demanding the government
commute all death penalties
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International

Fresh bid to break deadlock in Syrian-Israeli track

Christopher starts ME trip today

WASHINGTON, Oct 7:
>ecretary ol State Warren
Christopher begins his fifth
Middle East mission in five
months Saturday with Israeli-
Syrian peace talks still bloked
vver Lhe occupied Golan
Heights. reports AFF.

With both sides holding
firm in their positions,
Christopher says he hopes to
"bridge the considerable gap”
Lo reach an accord that could
be one of the last major com-
ponents of a comprehensive
Arab-israeli peace agreement.

Syrian Foreign Minister
Faruq Al-Shara said Thursday
in Washington that a full israeli
pullout from the Golan Heights
was a prerequisite for peace.
The stirategic heights were
seized in 1967 in _the six-day
war.

"Syria Is prepared to meet
the requirements of peace.’

Shira told reporters belore a
mieeling  with Christopher.
~Fthe forefront of these re-
quirements is the full with
drawal from the Golan.”

Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin this week de-
fended his peace policy before
parliament on Monday, vowing
that Israel would not give up
any of the Golan without total
peace with Syria.

"No force will make us
move a single centimetre on
the Golan plateau if there is
not total genuine peace,” Rahin
said as he opened the winter
session of parliament.

. Israel has proposed o lim-
ited withdrawal from the
(Golan, - without uprooting
Jewish settlements in the ter-
ritory. with a three-year pro-
bationary period before further
withdrawal.
With

Israell Foreign

IMirliHH‘T' Shimon Peres in
Washingilon this week. United
States sought to help resolve
one of the disputes over the
Golan by pledging to partici-
pate in an international peace-
keeping force in the regien as
part of a peace settlement.
Questions on the timetable
for Israeli withdrawal and se-
curity measures are not insur-
mountable obstacles, said Shai
Feldman of the Washington

Institute for Near East Policy.

“The ultimate depth of
Israel’'s withdrawal and the
tangible expressions of Syria's
commitment to normalies re

. lations with Israel pose much

deeper problems," Feldman
aclded. _ .
Many Israelis believe the
Golan holds a strategic impor-
tance, particularly with relative
peace in the region in recent
vears, the analyst said. ,

Feldman said Washingion
has a chance to win over
Syrian President HMafez Al-
Assad by dangling the benefits
of the "peace dividends" he
can reap from an accord, in-
cluding investment credits and
other forms of US economic
aid.

But despite the stalemates
over Israeli-Syrian discussions.
progress was macde this week
in Arab-lsrael relations this

week with Tunisia and lsrae
agreeing to establish liaison of-

fices and six gulf monarchies
agreeing to ease their eco-

Ln«um,h:-. boycott of Israel.

Christopher is due to arrive
in Israel Sunday, visit

~Damascus Tuesday and travel

on to Amman Wednesday. be-

fore returning to Israel. He wil)
go to Damascus again Thursday

and wind up his tour with a
stopover in Cairo on October

poverty line:

Rains kill 25 in Andhra Pradesh:

Torrential rains lashed the southern Indian state of Andhra
Pradesh. killing at least 25 people. police said Thursday. AP
reports from Hyderabad

Six people. including two women and two children. were
found buried as two houses collapsed in Hyderabad. the state
capital. a police spokesman said

Five students were washed away in flash floods in Cuddpah.
250 kilometers (155 miles) south of Hyderabad. while
crossing an overflowing rivule! in an ox cart, Bhaskara Prasad.
a lop siale adnumistralor. sawd
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e hits west Java: i carnguake
measuring 4 7 on the Rictiter scale hit Indonesia’'s west Java
provinee early Thursday but there were no reports of
casualties or damage (he Meteorological and Geophysical
Agency said. Reuter reports from Jakarta

The epicentre of the earthguake was 62 km {40 miles)
soutirwest of Bandung the provincial capital. it struck at
00:24 am local time

"Peace media' seminar ends:

lsraell. Jordanian and Palestinian journalists on Wednesday
wound up a three day peace media semgunar n the ( ypriot

capital aimed at helping to clear the lLurdies of
mHsunderstanding and musmnformation. AFP reporis froi
Nicosia

Four Palestirdans from the West Bank three israelis and
three Jordanians ook part \n ihe semnar organised by the

Lendon-based economist intelligence unit and sponsored by

the European Umion (E1J]
Russian border guard killed:

Smipers killed a Russian border guard afier shooting at his
truck n the Taplk capral of [rushanbe the [nterfax news

agency reported on Thursdasy AF savs from Moscow
Unddentified attackers fired the shots from a grenade
latneher &' a truck carrving six border guards and several

civilians latr Werlnegday nigh
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China conducts
second nuclear
: test

BEIJING, Oct 7: China con-
ducted its second nuclear test
this year on Friday. defying
préssure on il Lo join an inter-
national moratorium on such
blasts, reports AP.

The Chinese Foreign
Ministry issued a statement
confirming that an under-
ground nuclear test had been
conducted, the official Xinhua
News Agency reported.

Friday's test explesion,
China's third in just over a
year. demonsirated Beijing's
determination to build strong
defenses against perceived
Western bullying.

The first news of the test,
which had been expected for
weeks, came from Australia.
Acting Foreign Minister
Gordon Bilney said the blast in
northern China was detected
by the Australian Seismological
Centre in Canberra at 1:25 pm
(03:25 GMT).

It had an estimated yield -

equivalent to between 40 and
150 kilotons of TNT, Bilney
saicl,

China also conducted tests
in October 1993 and June

1994. Unlike other major nu- _

clear powers, Including 'the
linited States. China has re-
fused to join an international
moraterium on nuclear tests.

But it mainiains that its own
tests have been limited in
scope and says its nuclear
weapons are. solely for defen-
sive purposes.
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German top model Claudia Schiffer po

e

________

ses at the Frankfurt

International Book Fair where she is promoting two of her
new books. The new books are presenting a collection of her

pictures by fashion designer Kar| Lagerfeld.

— AFP photo

Saddam mobilises troops along
Kuwaiti border, claims opposition

-  NICOSIA, Oct 7: Iraqi op-
position groups claim Saddam
Hussein has ordered a mobili-
sation of elite troops along the
border with Kuwait. while
Lhreatening to mount "a new
confrontation against the out-
side world”, reports AP

The Iragi National Congress
said in a statement Thursday
that Republican Guard divi
slons encamped in northern
iraq have been "rapidly moving
towards the cities of Basra and
Amara” near the southern bor-
der with Kuwait.

But UN monitors at the
border said all appeared quiet
on both sides

“We don't have any informa-
tion about massing troops at
the border.” said Besselin Kos-
lov, spokesman for the United
Nations [rag-Kuwait Observer
Mission

The congress, based in
Iraqg s semi-autonomous north-
ern Kurdish area, is an um-
brella for groups opposed to
Saddam. the Iraqi president.

The opposition claim came
at a delicate time In interna-
tional efforts to restrain Iragq
from further aggression four

years after its Aug 2. 1990 in-
vasion of the Gulf emirate that
ended when a US-led military
force routed Saddam's (roops.

On Thursday, Baghdad
warned it would prevent 1IN
monitoring of its military facil-
ities unless the UN Security
Council falls to ease the em-
bargo on oil sales it imposed
after the Kuwait invasion

The council meets next

week (o discuss whether 1rag

Saddam Hussein

US will reduce troops in Haiti

WASHINGTON. Oct 7: Ame-
rican troops are heginning to
leave Haiti despite sporadic
violence, now that basic condi
tons for restoring democracy
are being fulfilled. says General
John Shalikashvili. chairman of
the US Joint Chiefs of Staffl
says a SIS press release.

At a news briefing at the
Pentagon October 4, Shalik-

ashvili also discounted conc- -

erns that the United States is
being drawn into a protracted
mission creep’ scenario In
IHami.

'From the beginning. our
mission in Haiti has been to
assist in establishing a secure
and stable environment that
will allow for the restoration of
civil order and permit the re-

turn of democralic govern-
maent. the general said
"The deployment of US

forces is essentially complete
at 2] 000, he said explaining
that the troops level was 1
rreaned fromm the originally
projected | 4 OO0 member
force in order to achieve the

initially planned objectives for
the mission. US [orces already
are leaving Haiti. he said. not

ing that US marines started .

pulling out October-2 and will
remain on standby as an afloal
reserve.

"We expect US tlroops
strength to draw down in the
near term (o around 16 500
then down to some 15 000 by
the end of the month, and
down to 6,000 by the time we
turn this operation over to the
United Nations.” he predicted

Multinational forces. includ
ing 200 Caribbean Community
lroops. and international po
lee monitors are beginnmg to
arrive Iin Haity, Shalikashvili
noted 1. 150 Bangladeshi
troops deparied Dhaka (kto
ber 5 and 6 for training in
Puerto Rico before deploymen
in Haitl. "Multinational lorces
have made significant progress
for the restoration of demo
cratic government.” he said

The international police
monitors including Helb
Bangladeshi police staried
deploying September 29 andl

has met UN conditions for lift-
ing the embargo. which has
devastated Iraq's economy and

increased poverty by depriving'

the country of its main revenue

earner.
After a meeting ThHursday

between Saddam and his Revo-

lutionary Command Council,

the state run lraqi News
Agency said traq had no option
but to “prepare for a new
position that would put things
tn order to deliver the Iraqi
people oult of this tragic
suffering "

An official Kuwait response,
published Friday in the Al
Watan newspaper, called the
Iraqi pronouncements "an
open threat to the security and
stability” of Kuwait -

e Iragi National Congress
staternent said the redeploying
iroops were based around
Mosul and Kirkuk. cities just
south of the Kurdish safe haven
Weslern countries set up after

the 1991 Gulf War.
The s=t.iement the

mobilizatmin  comes in the
wake of several threals by the

Iragi regime to launch a new
confrontation against the out-
sicle world

sl

Azeri PM
sacked

BAKU, Oct 7: Azerbaijan's
prime minister. fired afler
Fresident Geidar Aliev accused
him of masterminding a cqup
attemnpt, said Friday he had
been framed by Alievs inner
circle. reports AP,

Surat Husseinov's dismissal
was sealed late Thursday night
by the Azerbaijani parliament.
which also stripped him of
immunity.

Aliev said Huseinov's rela-
tives led the rebellion in the
city of Gyandzha, his power
base, on Monday night when
rebels temporarily overthrew
local authorities. Three pov
ernment soldiers and seven
opposition fighters were killed
in fighting. §

Speaking to parliament.
Huseinov denied the accusa
tions, saying he had fulfilled all
of Aliev's orders, and couldn't
be held responsible for his
relatives’ actions. He also de-
manded that authotities estab-
lish a special commission (o

. investigate the rebellion.

Lawmakers ignored his
proposal, and voted 31-1 10
confirm his ouster

The latest crisis staried
Sunday night, when about 100
members of a special police
unit took the nation's top
prosecutor hdéstage and ex-
changed fire with governmeni
troops. wounding six soldiers.

The police rebeds, headed
by deputy Interior Minister
Rovshan Javadov. demanded
the ouster of several top offi-
cials but said they weren't
challenging the president's

authority,

Abiola vows to

die 1n jail

LAGOS, Oct 7: Mashood
Abiola, detained since June for
declaring himself president in
deflance of Nigeria's military
rulers, has vowed to die in jail
rather than renounce his
claim, his lawyer said in re

marks reported today. reports

Reuter.
Lawyer Godwin Ajavi said

after a court hearing on
Thursday that mediators in the
Nigerian crisis had wurged
Abiola to forget his presiden
tial claim in order (o he
granted bail.

But Abiola had
“"death is better than dis-
grace.” An appeal court on
Thursday indefinitely reserved
ruling on Abidola’s bail request,
raising the prospect of a long
stint in detention for the man
presumed to have won an an-
nulled presidential election in

June 1993.
is trial for treason a1t 4

. high court in the capital Abuia

for proclaiming himsell presi
denl has been suspended
pending an appeal court deci-
sion on whether the Abuja
court has jurisdiction over the
Case. -

Abiola's arrest in June led
to two months of strikes and
riols.

replied

=
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born in captivity in the world.

Deng — the luckiest old man

BELJING. Oct 7: China’'s paramount leader Deng Xiaoping
may be retired from all his powerful official posts. but he Ha-
now been jormally named the luckiest old man in the ot
country. the official media said today. reports Reuter

The organisers of the Lucky Old Man Life Knowledge con
petition named Deng as winner of the
Man® prize at a ceremony in Beijing, the China Busness

Times reported.

"Everyone felt that comrade
igct of our nation’'s socialist reform and opening up and of 7=
‘modernisation. the newspaper said. calling Deng by fi- goos
name in a sign of respectful intimacy. '

“"He is the creator of socialism with Chinese charact+
tics,” the newspaper continued.

'Married Americans havp
better sex’

CHICAGO : A sweeping new survey finds that marr«
Americans have better sex — and have it more ofien '
single people who don't live with a boviriend or miritric

reports AP,

Fortv-one per cent of married people sav they have sex
least twiceg a week, while just 23 per cent of singic
habiting people reporied being that active. accordig
survey. Couples living together reported the
all. with 56 per cent saying they had sex at least wio:

week .

Three quarters of married women say they alwavs or
ally had an orgasm during sex, compared with 62 per ¢ e

single women.

About 95 per cent of men reported having orgasm i

S :

And those amorous marrieds tend to slay together 75 e
certt of men and 85 per cent of women said they remain tain!

ful 1o Ltheir spouses.
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This photo shows unnamed twin

Xiaoping is the great archi
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lowland porila-
Octoher 3 and released from the Bronx Zoo in New York on
Thursday. The new-born males, whose August 8 birth wa- |
announced on Thursday, are only the sixth set of such 1w |

— AFP pbon

Special Lucky ()

FILaTE o

highiest rats

-

The study was conducted in 1992 by the [lniversiny
Chicago’s National Opinion Research Center

Iraq threatens to block
arms monitoring

MANAMA. Bahrain, Oct 7:
iraq threatened on Thursday
tor block an international moni
toring system of its military
facilities if the UN Security
Council lailed to ease a 4-vear-
old embargo of Baghdad at a
meeting next week. reports
AP.

The lhreat was published in
Al-Qadisiya, the Iraqi Defence
Minisiry's newspaper, as Rolf
Ekeus, chairman of the N
Special Commission, wound up
a four-day visit to Baghdad

The daily warned, "There
will be no monfitoring uniess
the Security Council sets a
date for lifting the oil em
hargo.”

On arrival later in Bahrain,
the commission's regional
headquarters, Ekeus said that
the monitoring centre in
Baghdad had been
"provisionally operated.” He
did not elaborate.

But the Paris-based radio
Monte Carlo, an Arabic lan
guage broadcast. quoted him as
saying in Baghdad that UN
weapons experts were
‘examining this mechanism
right now. and two davs later
we shall announce its timple

mentation permueiengtly

Ekeus. a4 Swecdh<h oo
adamantly refused 1o comare
on a hostile lragl media
paign that accompanic! |
trip.

President Saddam Husse
summoned lrag s riyfag
Revolutionary
Council and the leadershig
his Arab Baalth Sociahst P
to a meeting o Thorsdan
evaluate Ekens’ missjon

After the meeting
unidentilied COVETL
spokesman iold the stan
Iraqi News Agency that (r.
would take unspecified o1
if the sanctions were ol o=
when the Security
meeis next
Ekeus report

SR R e

weerk 1o he

Partidipants (i the lraa
leadership meeting condlind
they had no option b
"prepare for a new posiiino
that would put things in onde
to deliver the lragi people on
ol this tragic suffering: san!
the spokesman. according
the agency which is momior:
in Cyprus

He said lrag had uo
dence in Ekeus

Uil

will be fully deployed by
(wtober | | Bangladeshi police
contingent left Dhaka on

(& tisher B About 200 alreacdy
have arrived in Haiti to take
prart 111 what the general called

4 keyv programme for resi
aration of law and order " It 18
very ampartant © he said. for

the K40 police mwmitors slated
for participation in the missfon
1o accompany the existing
police lorce Lo ensure that
human rights are not being
vinlated The Port-au-Prince
police foree is about | 700
sirong. and therefore approxi
mately one monitor will be in
place for every two Haitian
polk # officers. he said

't is our hope tha! we can
begin to establish this new in
lerim  police lorce within a
very lew davs” in Cap Haitien
aned use it as a model for Port
au Prince and (he rest ol Lthe
couritry. he said

My sense s thatl the effec
Iveness of The police has been
stedily degraded and | think
continue  until

{ Hiat w)ll

October 15" — the deadline for
transfer of power Lo Aristide
agreed under the recently ne
gotliated settlement mediated
by former President Jimmy
Carter — and until a new in
terim police force is estab
lished. he said.

Haitian civilans will remain
uncertain of their safety until
military leader Lieutenant
(veneral Raoul Cedras actually
stepa down and Aristide re.
turms to power, he said, pre
dicting that many more
weapons will be turned in afler
the October 18 transition
Thus far, over 4. 000 weapons
including about 1 000 hand
grenades, have been collected

in the weapong control and
reduction programme. the
general sald.

Shalikashvili refterated the
US expectation that Cedras
and other members of the ille
gal milttary regime will be
gone from power by (he
October 1|18 deadline I have
no doubt that they will leave
power by that day.' he de
clared

Belgrade_ denies arms
supply to Bosnian Serbs

UNITED NATIONS. Oct 7
Yugoslavia's foreign minister
denied reports Thursday that

i his country has been shipping

arms 10 Bosnian Serbs and
urged the linited Nations to
lift economic sanctions against
Belgrade. re s AP

Foreign Minister Viadislav
Jovanovich said that “only the
entire lifting of sanctions could
bring the arrival of peace in
Bosnia in a very short time ™

The Security Council eased
sanctions against travel. sports
and cultural contacta
Wednesgday after monitors on
the Yugosiav-Bosnian border
reporied that the frontier was
closed to all but huthanitarian

| atd But a crippling economic

[
|

embargo remains in place
Serbia. the dominant mem
ber of Yugoslavia, shut the bor-
der to press for an easing of
the sanctions and pressure
Hosijan Serbs to accept an in
lernational peace plan
Jovanevich dismissed re
ports that Serbia was evading

the moniiors

Thest reports are entirel
unfounded he told a press
conlerence. 'Our decision
break polifical and econonn
ties with the Bosndan Serbs <
sertous dedision

The economic embargo
imposed 1o pannsh Yogos! ooy

for mstigating the Bosnia wii
has crippled the econoimw
Yugoslavia which now consisis
ol Serbia and tiny Moniensgro
was suspended lrom the
United Nations in 1992 for its
suppart of the Bosniaa Serbs
Jovanovich was not permifted
to jain his counterparts this
week and address the General
Asse by

Jovanovich sald ltting all
sanctions against Yugoslavia
would convince Boantan Serbs
o accepl an Iinternational
peace plan in a few weeks
Bosnta's Muslims and (roats
have already accepted 1he
Mlan, which would reduce
Boantan Serb holdings 1 the
republic lrom 70 per cen o
49 per cent



