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Please Prevent Speeding

On Tuesday there occurred five fatal road acci-
dents on the same highway killing at least 18 and
injuring close to a hundred. Was it because the
victims died and were hurt in separate accidents
that the report failed to send any shiver down the
nation's spine and make top national news?
The fact that all the five tr ies took place the
same day and on the same road has n
failed to impress news caterers of the na . But
whyv? There is one other aspect of the news that
should set the authorities and all socially
conscious people thinking seriously about
preventing these accidents from becoming a
regular pattern. The Dhaka-Chittagong hlghwler is
evidently becoming a death-trap, and very last
too. Can we afford it?

The bad thing — this increasing rate of road
mishaps on this way — is ha at a time
when Dhaka-Chittagong roa mdnume was
certainly coming up to internatio stan s of
bus travel. The overall improvement of highway
travel between the two metropolises of the nation
was in no mean measure facilitated by an
unprecedented improvement of the road
understandably at some unprecedented cost. No
doubt both of these happy developments were
prompted by the growing importance of
movement between the two cities. Increasin
insecurity on this highway — from accidents an
from waylaying by gangs — is poised to negate
the achievement that was in the making on this
road. :

Speeding trucks were involved in three of the
mishaps on Tuesday. And speeding buses in the
remnaining two. Speeding evidenﬂir was the cul-
prit, more than the type of vehicles. Again, a
rickshaw and an auto-rickshaw were rammed
clearly meaning that their slower speed and luw

yresence on the road invited the rammings. We

Ild‘-'t' been crying hoarse about doing something

effectively to curb speeding and overloading on
the highways. At least on two highways — Dhaka-

Chittagong and the other Dhaka-Aricha — there
should be more checks — statio and mobile —
as also regular patrolling by traffic sergeants on
motorbikes. Why is this obvious and pressing
need being neglected ?

Rickshaws could be made to keep off highways

— 1t only there were enough local roads connect-
ing the villa%es and towns. In the lnw-lly]}ng dis-
tricts of the Dhaka, Barisal, Sylhet and Chittagong
divisions highways have brought about a mini-
revolution by connecting hundreds of towns and
villages. For many of these the highway is but a
bridge — the only bridge. Ridding the highway of
slow-moving rickshaws or even slower-moving
pushcarts and vans' etc. would amount to undo-
ing that invaluable bridge. If this cannot be re-
sorted to as a general rule for highways the au-
thorities can of course look for stretchés where
alternate local’ roads could be developed for use
of the slow vehicles thus relieving the artery
roads of their heavy loads of traffic.

When_ will the traffic controllers of the nation
take up the very important question of ma
the buses and trucks? We very strongly call for far
more stringent requirements for a person
wanting to drive a bus or a truck. How about
requiring that they should at least be
matriculates? And why not have woman drivers
specially for buses to begin with? They have

sroved more responsible all over the globe. We
Lavc a hunch that infection among the drivers
and their cohort by the mastani streak found in
the young ones in the towns do play a in the
reckless driving that forms an essenti
vehicular accidents. This could hdpefully go down
with the coming of more and more woman
ATIVETS. _

Our condolences to the bereaved families.

Requiem to the Living!

In a supremely unbelievable buffeting of fate at
the Birmingham hospital in central England,
Dorothy Cushing emerges as a lady — the first-
ever perhaps in medicare history anywhere —
who had to cancel her own funeral after hearing
the requiem alive!

A wrong diagnosis of lung cancer owing to an
X-ray mix-up put her through three months of
agonising chemotherapy and much more. For the
51-year-old grandmother it was net a s e for
life but a battle with death because that was the
incxorable thing she had been consigned to as a
pronounced patient of cancer.

Somewhere down the line after absorbing the
critical shock, she braced for the inevitable,
made her will, l:;ut the undertaker on alert, gave
away her jewellery and clothes, and arranged
with the crematorium to get her ashes scattered
by her relations as the last wish.

The doctors admitted to mistaken identity,
one should say, in a belated but a rare show of
professional integrity which if it were mis-
chievously withheld would have meant her nor-
mal tissues' undergoing toxic effect of prolonged
chemotherapy. So a compensation suit has got
underway for the mental and physical damages
caused by the wrong diagnosis. A country where
minor infractions of a citizen's rights — like
somebody's car barely back-driven into the outer
limit of another man's compound by a genuine
mistake — are taken to court, a major lagse such
as the one committed at the Birmingham hospital
will only naturally be moved against. And if one
were to sift through the legal cases filed against
hospitals, doctors and health insurance compa-
nies in the West one would be overwhelmed by
the sheer number of these. Even so, this case in-

volving Dorothy is bound to go down as a mile- *

stone in that it has alreadfr t;))_ruved costly to the
patient and might as well be the same to the
goodwill of the hospital, let alone the money it
may have to pay in compensation costs. To err is
human but doctors are the least expected to do

so while diagnesing. They have to make it -

fool-proof by thorough checking, counter-
checking and a whole lot of other permmutations
and combinations done to arrive at a firm
conclusion. :

The sensational story provides some food for
thought as far as the state of affairs in our own
hospitals goes. Since occasionally we hear about
contradictory pathological and other diag-
nostic results authenticated by different labora-
tories, clinics and hospitals our susceptibility
to getting wrong X-ray results would be equally
great. We have had instances of a gauze or a
small surgical instrument being left inside the
body after an operation has been completed.
Let the level of hospital care improve in our

country.

amo free traders.

part of all .

lir

International Trade and Environmental Hazards

CONOMISTS have long
considered (rade as an
"engine” of growth -—
growth in terms of output,
income and employment. The
"free trade” is said Lo have
furthered the growth proceas
by reducing tariff and non-
tariff barriers that are alleged
to deter the flow of goods and
services across countries. The
ree of success lndlhil
regard, although not an
enviable order, should leave
wide space for complacency
For
, merchandise trade —
including both primary
commodities and m.:.nuhr:tum
— |8 reported to ve grown
eleven fold since 1950 and is
now tallled at 3.5 million

millien outpacing. probably.
the tmdon of global output
as a . Trade in services s
also on a rise and &o is the case
with direct investment Iin
foreign countries. The recently
concluded GATT is likely to
add a fillip to the long awaited
march towards free trade and
enhanced global welfare.

The virtues of free trade is
premised on the theory that
global prosperity, ceteris
paribus, would reach a maxi
mum only when resources
move unhindered across
commodities and across coun-
tries. And in this process, it is
likely to outweigh any tempo-
rary loss to any group or indi-
vidual. But despite such assur-
ances, growing concerns are
gradually brewing as trade-led
econgmic development is al-
leged to deplete the resource
base upon which hinges [uture
productivity and growth.

N unprecedented Lini-
A ted Nations tribunal
prosecuting

crimes in the countries of the
former Yugoslavia is on ‘the
brink of delivering its first in-
dictments. And its chief pros-
ecutor, ‘Justice Richard Gold-
stone, is Already talking about
expanding the tribunal's role
in probing crimes against

humanity in Rwanda.
"For the future of interna-

tional human rights, | believe
that what this tribunal does
can be of crucial importance.”
Goldstone said in arf interview
in Ottawa.

Goldstone says it is time to
put into action the great wvol-
ume of human rights law built
up since the Nuremberg and
Tokyo trials that followed
World War Two.

"It's one thing having law,
but it doesn't do anybody a
great deal of good having it if it
isn't enforceable,” he peoints
out

And he says it would be a
[ailure if the tribunal dealt only
with the area of the former
Yugoslavia and was then dis-
banded.

"There's absolutely no logi-
cal, ethical or moral reason
why serious humanitarian law
breaches should be dealt with

War

Depletion of natural resources
appears counler productive
and intmical to the future gen-
erations. Thus riddled wilh
many pitfalls, a fast growing in
ternational trade could possi
bly be a challenge to a sustain
able global economy. The most
perplexing episode sqpms to
hang around the Implications
of an expanded trade on envi-
ronment "where decision
makers are now beset with
vexing contradictions and
trade offs at every turn”. The
surge in international trade
volume is being implieated for
its gradual ceontribution to

global

or -df '
growing mobility of eapital s
alleged to undermine envi-
ronmefital standards by allow-
ing polluting Industries to

escape enforcement; (reer
trade ip alleged (o rain
forests to be cleared cash

crops and so on and so forth.
And "because of all these co-
nundrums, the debate over
trade and environment has be
come .a political minefield that
reaches virtually every country,
industry and ecosystem’

Some Facts that Need

Attention
Available evidence tends to
depict that a quarter of the to-

tal world's physical trade in- °

volves goods derived directly
from the basket of primary

. products such as timber, fish

and  For many of these
co , export clalms a
bigger chunk and thus is
exerting tremendous
pressures on the health of the
resource base.

War Crime

by Abdul Bayes

For particular countries, the
impact of trade Is even greater
both in terms of the economic
value and environmental costs.
Since many of the desperate
developing countries’ precious
foreign exchange earnings de-
pend on the exports of these
commodities, more often than
not — the golden eggs are be-
ing procured at the cost of the
goose. The tropical timber
trade — both legal and illegal —
ia reported to be having
tyrannical impact on rain
forests all over the world.

No lesa disturbing seems
the current maze of trade re-
forms. The ongoing trade re-
form is most likely to affect
agricultural food commodities
such as grains, coffee, rubber
and cattle for about
one-tenth of the value of world
trade. However, while' the net

. eronomic gains gut of liberal-

ization were duly accounted for
by the economists. the same
could hardly give a sympa-
thetic took at the other wise
far reaching impacts that the
liberalized schemes might set
in. Vying for more exports, the
developing countries might
destroy the capability of tradi-
tional agriculture to remain
competitive — "an especially
grievous loss not only because
uprooted farmers rarely have
any viable alternatives, but also
because native agriculture can
be more ecologically attuned

_and biologically diverse than

the monoculture crops Lhat
replace it through large scale
irade”. Of course, the néw
GATT rules might compensate

the producers of tea, coffee.
pepper, natural rubber ete. by
way of reduced tariffs and en
hahced revenues but at the
same time would encourage (in
the absence of careful policy
reforms) negative environmen-
tal activities Expansiop eof
agricultural land into the rain
forests and the promotion of
cash crops over subsistence
farming would comprise a few
of the adversaries

The stimulus (o trade is
likely to nit even the oceans
under the belt. Studies of the
oceans carrying capacily sug-
gest that the globdl production
of fish may already have
reached the maximum "take™
that could be ecologically sus-
tained. About 38% of the world
fish caught is now being re-,
ported to be exported and
lured by the prospective mar-
kets. overfishing tends to as-
sume growing | ance.
Needless to mention, overfish-
ing for exports not only de-
prives small {ishers but also
the local consumers through
enhanced price.

Mining and mineral pro-
cessing is another area al-
fected by growing trade in this
field. Continueus extractioris
tend to i huge environ-
mental costs that hardly catch
neo-classical eyes. Developing
countries are increasingly be-

ing pushed to energy extrac- '

tions and given the export po-
tentials, intensive extractions
could breed pollution and en-
vironmental hazards. While the
present generations of devel-

Allan Thompson writes from Ottawa

oping countries are Lo harvest
the benefits of peollution and
energy Intensive processing
the future generations shall
have 0 pay heavy price in
terms of environmental dam-
ages done to their economics
The pertinent question here is
not to be” or not to be” bt
"how much not to be" for Lhe
present and "how much to be”
lor the future.

Taming Profits and
Manning Environment
it thus appears that

although many of the l-effects
of expanded trade could be
eroded through deploymert of
appropriate policies, neverthe-
less. the net ‘effect of an ex
panded trade in the long run
might appear as a bane and not
as a boon solicited. Many peo-
ple reckon that. on the one
hand environmentalisis fear
free (rade for its capacily to
destroy world environmental
order while, on the other
hand, the free raders fear en-
vironmentalists powerful ar-
gument to deter expanded
commerce and trade. With a
view to making trade more en-
vironment friendly.
economists tend to suggest the
following strategies:

First, diversifying the pro-
duction base would offer sev-
eral means of combating envi-
ronmental hazards in the de-
veloping world. For agricul-
ture, it would mean doing away
with monocropping system
and for industries it would
mean producing varied prod-
ucts. Economists prescribe
that developing couniries
should shilt away, as did

s Judge Out for More Justice

As a UN war crimes tribunal prepares to hand down its first indictments for atrocities in
Bosnia and Croatia, Gemini News Service reports that the South African judge heading the
tribunal also wants to investigate and prosecute crimes against humanity in Rwanda.
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in one way in Yugoslavia and
ignored or dealt with in a dif-

ferent way in Rwanda or else-
where.” he says. .

Goldstone, who was ap-
pointed prosecutor of the ex-
Yugoslavia trials in July, was
formerly a South African
Supreme Court judge and head
of a groundbreaking commis-
sion investigating. political vib-
lence in his country.

In November. he says. the
tribunal will hand down in-
dictments against those it
considers most responsible for
campaigis of "ethnic cleans-
ing" and other atrocities in
former Yugoslavia. Trials will
begin next year. _

'Goldstone pledges that
there will be no trials in absen-
tia and no death sentences. He
acknowledges the impossibility
of prosecuting everyone guilty
of crimes against humanity.
Instead, = prosécutors will
choose cases they find most
symbolic of the types of atroci-

ties Lhat have been committed,
in order to send a clear mes-
sage that such actions are not
acceptable.

‘People who suffered want
some official acknowledge-
ment,” he observes.,

Goldstone also acknowl-
edges that the tribunal has a
weakness — its inability to
force stales to surrender ac-
cused war criminals for trial.
The most it can do is issue an
order declaring someone to be
an international fugitive from
Justice,

"We are proceeding, as | be-
lieve we must, on the assump-
tion that all countries will
comply with their interna-

. tional obligations,” he says.

The u’ihunal was estab-
lished in The Hague last year
in line with a Security Council
resolution and is the first in-
ternational body of its kind

since the Nuremberg and
Tokyo trials in the 1940s.
Goldstone wants the tri-
bunal to take up a similar mis-
sion in Rwanda, although the
UN Security Council is still
mulling over how to deal with
crimes against humanity there,
and a commission ol experts
probing the Rwanda genocide
has been held up by bureau-
cratic inefficiency at the UN.

"We believe very strongly
that it would bé a serious erfor
to set up a separate tribunal.”
he says.

Similarly, Goldstone con-
siders that those who commit-
ted crimes against humanity in
Halti should not be allowed to
evade justice.

He is reluctant to comment
on the deal brokered by
Jormer United States Fre-

sident Jimmy Carter guar-
antéeing the leaders of Haiti's

Taiwan and South Korea, from
heavy reliance on natural re-
source exiraction (o |
manufacturing as -
Second. persuasion of alteria-
tive types of trade is believed
to facilitate both income gen-
eration and environment
preservation. Exampie of this
type would be the exports of
non-timber forest products
such as spices. rubber etc.
Experience shows that they
are more sustiainable than tm-
ber. Third, selective tarifl
escalation might help minjmiz-
ing the rots. Fourth, differen-
tial domestic tax and subsidy
poticies should be used to di-
vert resources to environment

environment should be
severely dealt with tariff axe in
order to discourage their

grandiose exports.

The faster growth of werld
trade should be celebrated
with caution. Any growth of
trade at cost of environ- |

save) both trade and environ-
ment. Policies towards an ex-
port-led growth might sound
better but could turn out to be
bitter when environmental
considerations are by-passed.
The imperatives, therefore,
lies not on discouraging ex-
portis but on discouraging ex-
ports of those ‘that deplete the
much more valuable natural re-
source base.

military junta an amnesty in
return for the return to power
of President Jean Bestrand
Aristide, but says that in gen-
eral he opposes such mea-
SLres.

“People who have commit-
ted serious crimes against hu-
manity should not be forgiven
by anybody bat the wvictims,”
Goldsione stresses

"I don't know what crimes
the people in Haiti have or
have not committed, but | be-
lieve that whether in Haiti or
South Africa or any other
country, people who have
committed serious breaches of

 humahitarian law, people who

have committed crimes against
humanity, should not be for-
given without a public trial and
in the case of the gravest
breaches, appropriale punish

ment.”

He admits Lhe importance
of avoiding lengthy, Nurem-
berg-type trials if rec-
onciliation, forgiveness and
lasting peace are to be fos-
tered. but emphasises: "It's an
area where justice must de-
termine the result, not politi-
cal decisions.”

ALLAN THOMPSON is a re-
porter in the Ottawa bhureau of
"The Toronto Star™ newspaper.

ARA ADAMEKHEL — A
loud burst of automatic
gunfire shatters the
morning calm in this sleepy.
artd town on Pakistan's border
with Afghanistan. The echoes
reverberate from the rocky
ridges of the surrounding
mountairis.
Sipping tea,
tribesman smiles.

a bearded
"Don’t

worty, it happens all the time,™ -

he tells a visitor reassuringly.
"Buyers are just testing their
arms.”

Being part of the Federally
Administered Tribal Area
(FATA), Dara Adamkhel near
the city of Peshawar on the
Afghan border, is not subject
to Pakistani laws — a legacy of
British colonial times when
the harsh and independent-
minded frontier region was
kept as a buffer to Afghanistan.

Today, Dara Adamkhel liter-
ally lives in the shadow of guns.
It has one of the besi-stocked
and most sophisticated arma-
ment markets in the region.
And it's all legal. -

In the town's streets and
bazaars. hundreds of gun-tot-
ing tribesman can be seen vo-
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"My Patches of
Disquiet"

Sir, In "My Patches of
Disquiet” column of August 27
the columnist Mr Waheedul
Haque complained of a univer-
sity professor who objected to
certain entries in the new
Bangla Academy dictionary

while taking part in a TV dis-

russion. Disagreeing with the
professor, Mr Hague wrote: “In
.1 society aspiring to be just
and fair and egalitarian the
right of the individual even to
his pet fetishes and prejudices
is Lo be accepted. even upheld.
But not at the expense of other
people's beliefs or the society's
sustaining mores and values.”

. This passage seems so self-
contradictory, so deconstruc-
tive of itself, that 1 could not
help writing to comment upon
it. Mr Haque appears to be say-
ing that in a just and egalitar-
ian society an individual's pet
“fetishes” and prejudices
should be upheld only if they
conform to the mores of that
society. 1 could not understand
what the value of such a pro-
ceeding is in the kind of soci-
ety that he describes. In a free
and just society the individual's

. right to dissent is what has

traditionally been held to.be of
some value — indeed the value

* Pakistan : Guns Galore on the Frontier

ciferously demanding a betler
bargain on anything from so-
phisticated US made artillery
to locally cloned

Kalashnikovs.There are even

whispers of the shoulder-held
heat seeking Stinger missiles
for sale in the back alleys for
millions of dollars apiece.
"Almost any make and form

of arms and ammunition can.

be found in this market.” says
one local Pakhtoon trader,
pointing toward rows of car-
peted shops and plazas where
guns are sold like umbrellas.

The biggest is the Haji Baz
Gul army store that has an in-
ventory of up to 70 different
kinds of arms imported from
Russia. Afghanistan. China.

Japan, Korea, Germany, -
France, Italy, Spain and
Australia.

“The hottest selling pistol is
this 30 bore semi-automatic
Chinese that goes for
US$350," says a salesman,

bringing the well-polished
weapon to the counter.The

mos! sought after cun, how-

A town in Pakistan’'s wild west boasts of
having one of the largest inventory of guns

for sale in South Asia. Qudssia Akhlaque of
Inter Press Seruvice took a trip to sample the

wares,

-

ever, is the Australian-made
Augslar that -fetches up to’
US$6,600.

One dealer says he can even
make rocket launchers on
special orders from private
parties. But he refuses to di-
vulge the names of the buyers’
who are willing to shell out as
much as US$1.000 per
launcher.

Nearly all the dealers are
hajis or have undertaken the
sacred Muslim pilgrimage to
Mecca. Comments one by-
stander: "After making the first
Rs 100,000 ($3.000) each
businessman goes on haj to re-
pent.” ;

Dealers say their major
clientele is made up of
Pakhtoon tribesmen from the

Khyber, Waziristan. Kohistan,
and Malakad areas in the coun-
lry's west. Most men in Dara
Adamkhel carry weapons. Yet,
the town in a relatively peace-
ful place. There seems to be a
balance of terror that keeps

¢crime rates down. Says
weapons dealer Jamal Hussain:

"Arms do not disturb peace,
they maintain it." !

Town residents are subject
to harsh tribal laws that show
no mercy to criminal ele-
ments. Tribal courts and a
rough and ready form of justice
have kept crime rates low in
this volatile area.

Women, are completely ab-
sent from the streets. Haya
Gul, owner of .one of the so-
phisticated arms shops in the

market square, says: "They stay
home and look after the house

and children. They go out only

1o fetch water and firewood.”

Haji Mallk Mohammad
Aslam Khan, of the Afridi tribe,
is revered my most of the town
residents as their father figure.
Last year, he won a seat In
Pakistan's national assembly on
the strength of his support in
the area.

Stickers from his campaign
bearing his election symbol of
a gun are still proudly dis-
played by arms dealers here.
But he does not seem to have
brought much of a diflerence
to the lives-of local folks.

There are very lew schools
scattered over the area and
only one college. "The college
is quite useless because the
lecturers seldom show up.”
says Jamal Hussain.

Children are inducted into
the arms trade early. At the
age of 10, most of them know
the names of the different
kinds of arms available in the

markets. 1

Says a young shopkeeper:
"This is our national trait.
People call it smuggling, but
we call it our business Inher-
ited from our ancestors.”

But underneath the veneer
of pride is a wellspring of
frustration and discontent

Another arms. dealer.
Javed, asks: "We do not want to
be selling arms, but do we have
an option? What else can we
do in this mountainous area?
There is no other work for us.
We do not have a single fac-
tory.”

Haya Gul agrees: "It is the
government's indifference and
apathy that has pushed us be-
hind so many Pakistani towns
in tHe development race.”

In a small gun factory,
worker Mohabat Khan peers
through a rifle barrel he is
crafting and says he does not
want his children to grow up
to be pgunsmiths. A dozen
heads nod in agreement.

"We want to give our ¢hil-
dren education.,” says Khan.
"We want them to become doc-
tors and engineers.”
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lies not merely.in dissent but
in the right to express that
dissent, publicly, though with-
~out violence and only in a
spirit of persuasion. This is the
most precious freedom of a
democracy, worthy of being
upheld. Coercion into confor-
mity, which Mr Haque seems
to be arguing for, can only lead
to stagnation and regression in
any society whether just or
not.

The columnist also. in his .
» statement, seems to arrbgate

to himself the ability to distin-
guish "prejudice” from opinion
and appears as well to speak
with complete omniscience of
this society's "mores and val-
ues,” as if the Truth of ‘his so-
_ciety is open for his inspec-
tion. How can he, as an indi-
vidual, call another individual's
opinion "prejudice” (to do so,
obviously, may only be preju-
dice on his own part) and what
makes him think that a society
of over a hundred million souls

is a single organism with the

same bellefs and values which
can recognize an expressed
opinion as having been uttered

- at its "expense?” Clearly, Mr

Haque confuses an affront to
himsell with an affront Lo
"society”.

If the statement | have

quoted is the columnist's con-
sidered view of the operation
of freedom of opinion In a
democratic soclety then he
differs only in one particular
from the rabble-rousing
religious extremists in the just
concluded Tasleema Nasreen
affair. The extrgmists too,
airily conceded the right of Ms
Nasreen's freedom of thought
and expression, but added the
proviso: "Not at the expense of
other people's beliefs or the
society's sustaining mores and
values." They thus appropri-
ated jo themselves the right of
interpreting and determining
"other people's beliefs" (as if
they had complete omni-
science df what beliefs lay in
the hearts of the people of our
society), and called for the
highest punishment for Ms

Nasreen.
Mr Haque was dealing with

a very trivial matter and-obvi-
ously did not, like the exirem-
ists, ask for the death by hang-
ing of the 'lady professor he
was talking aboul, but in other

‘respects his sentiments have a

striking similarity with theirs.
H he stands by what he has
written then he must neces-
sarily approve of the suppres-
sion of dissent in such coun
tries, for example, as the erst-
while Soviet Union and pre-

sent day China, neither of
which allowed disagreement
with what its authorities de-
clared to be "the sustaining
mores and values” of its soci-
ety. Moreover, if he thinks that
society is se monolithic as to
recognize immediately that it
has been offended by an ex-
pressed opinionn then he must
be thinking of a society like
North Korea's.

I am intensely saddened by
Mr Haque's statement for from
his other articles 1 had always

taken him to be the
spokesperson for liberal and
rational ideas. | would have

much preferred him, when
speaking of the freedom of
opinion on any subject, trivial
or serious, to say something
like the following: "Dear
Professor, |1 disagree absolutely
and utterly with what you say:; I
think you are talking drivel
and poppycock: but | wil de-
fend to best of my power your
right to say it in public or pri-
vate while giving myself the
samne right to oppese you in
speech and writing, in public
and private." Need | mention
that this is exactly what [ have
to say to Mr Haque too as the

justification for this letter?

Fatoma Abeda Sultana
Malopara, Rajshahi

"We Empathise”

Sir. Your editorial titled "We
Empathise” on September 30,
1994 provides the serious
readers with food for thought.

- Like the Titanic, the ferry
Estonia was capsized on the
stormy night in the Baltic Sea
due to metal fatigue during the
sea journey. It may happen
with any river/sea vgssel in-

spite of the technological
achievements and scientific
support that lend certain

amount of security to travelling
in the waterways. The owners
of the vessels/ships should
make a note of it and seek the
assistance of the people who
are associated with the ship-
building activities in any part
of the world. The reason of
metal fatigue is not known lo
many of us in present times.

In fine, we have no ade-
quate words to express our
heartfelt condolences to the
members of the bereaved fami-
lies of the victims of the Baltic
tragedy. We pray lor the eter-
nal peace of the departed
souls.

Prof. Abul Ashraf Noor
Pabr

M C Academy

Sir, Our attention has been
drawn by a letter of Mr Saleh

= =

Ahmed Chowdhury in yvour pa-
per of Sept 26, 1994, to the
state of the development of M
C Academy, Golapganj, Sylhet.
This institution is situated in a
good place and shouyld come
up with good results in exami-
nations. But attention of the
educationists to the matter
seems to be wvery poor. It
should be nationalised as a
government school and college
upto the, degree level immedi-
ately. This institution i§ con-
genial for education and it can
gecommodate a good number
of students from the neigh-
bouripg areas. Moreover, the
poor students are unable to
attend school and colleges
which are situated in district
towns far away from L(heir
horme. mainly because of [i-
nancial reasons.

In greater Sylhet, Golapganj
Thana is known for the educa-
tional feats of its sons and i§
considered an elite area. So,
we draw the kind attention of
senior gevernment officials to
this maiter, like ex-secre-
taries, who hailed from Lhis
area. We h that attention
and personal visits of high offi-
cials will expedite the upgra-
dation and improvement of M
C Academy.

M Ali
Gheramara, Rajshahi



