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Dhaka Day by Day =
Exploring History's Treasure Trove

by Raffat Binte Rashid

standing manuscript written in Persian lan-
guage following Nastalig style of provincial Mu-
ghal era. Ain-i-Akbari, the third part of ‘Akbar
Nama' written by the great Indian historian
Abul Fazl along with ‘Kulliyat-i-Amir Khusrau'.
Fawaid-Quthbshashi,’ falls in the third category,
"These excellent manuscripts pertain to to Is-
lamic Art written, inscribed and illustrated by
Indian scholars. historians and artists, during
the Sultanate and Mughal period." he informs.
One of the earliest manuscripts 'Sahifa-i-
Kamila,” by Yakut dedicated to Mustasim Billa.
who was defeated by the Mongol Khans, is a
collection of prayers and traditional hadith
“Muinated in gold and original stone colours
this is a rare collection.,” he continues to ex-
plain. Another gold illuminated original manu-
seript Diwan-A-Zafar the only work in Urdu, of
Bahadur Shah Zafar, a huge book on Islamic

laws prepared by Bu
Ali Sina, is also on
the exhibitionr. "This

A man wearing regal dresses bedecked with
jewels, comes riding a horse. He has with him
a Farman or royal order that says the Emperor
summoned you to his court or that he wants
20 of your besl soldiers or that he is awarding
you with a tittle

Apparently it might look like a scene that
you were rehearsing ‘for your annual college
pla}r or an exaggerated portion of any story that
you were reading; but if you visit the on going,
month-long Exhibition on Islandc Art of India,
organised by Bangladesh National Museum.
these thoughts cross your mind.

The original Farman of Jalaluddin Muham-
mad Akbar, dated 1561 AD, with his tohra. (a
Turkish word when translated explains the
name of an emperor written artistically on the
top of the document with a sealj. is @mong the
151 items on display, Other than this pariicu-

lar royal order A ——————
there are about 10 a8
such equally amaz-

ing historical or- law book, consulted
ders. by emperors in dif-

"The earliest Fooioi = cra ks e ferent times for
Farman in display is their- court purpos-
Prince HKamran's. es has 21 impetial

endorsements in it.
After using the
book. the individual
emperors seal was
endorsed in it. It
also has on it Ak-
bar's seal too,” says
Dr Naseem.

Meher Banu Be-
gum’'s Tafsir-i-Surah
Yusuf in Persian is
also on show. "She

He was the second
son of Babar and the
ruler of Kabul" ex
plains Dr Naseem
Aktar, who is the
keeper of National
Museum. New Del-

for the last 12
years. These royal
aqrders are all writ-
ten in Persian and
each one in differ-

ent scripts or was the elder sister
st of Babar, " Naseem

Nasfﬂhq a spe- informs. Another in-
cial script which teresting items on

display is a 9th cen-
tury AD calligraphy.
"It is one of the ear--
liest manuscripts
written in popular
Kufil script — this
script was used by
our Prophet Mu-
hammad in his let-
ters, he says.
Though paper was
# invented in the 2nd
o century AD by the
22 Chinese it was not
in use in these areas

was ﬂngindll}f ir--
vented by Mir Ali in
India, long before
the Mughals., was ", $#
later revived after S ;"™
Akbar. This style, to SR w1
any ordinary person
or lay-man to be
precise, would look
like the writings on
the pages of the
Holy Quran. straight
and rounded off. Ta-
lig. another compli-
cated style, looks

..............

like any child's first & ¢ ~ 4 then. This manu-
scribbling. But all w;-wi..i s, S ¥ g___h,w_,, Settans #  script is written in
these scripts are ' { #h = . é % parchment (leath-
ﬂlﬂ.StETPiEﬂf‘E. L ------.-"--;-- o ..-.*:v:'n'.-;'-'--:-:.,,_... e '!“.::!::.-'-';:.,:J-"-“-""'-. ""*I’.a -.»-n-'- E'I'] -

unique specimen of ealligraphy. * A number ol reputed Sanskrit classics were

The on-going show is confined ¥o the manu-
scripts, calligraphy, paintings and farmans.
written by Indian. Iranian, central Asian and
Arabiag scholars. These priceless renderings
are of well known scholars. poets and calligra
phers like Firdausi. Sadi, Khayyam, Haliz and
Mir Ali etc. "The objects on display are divided
into three categories.,” says Dr Naseem who
completed his triple Masters Degree in Hislo-
ry, Arabic, Persian and later obtained a PhD in
Mughal History — Shahjahan era

The first calegory includes manuscripts
writken, illustrated and illuminated outside In
dia — like ‘Subhatul Abrar’ of Bukhara School
the gold illuminated 'Shahanama which has
60.000 couplets in it of Firdausi Shiraz School
Looking at the famous Shahanama. that took 30
long years to be completed. a mixed feeling of
noslalgia and romance may cross your mind

‘Kalila wa-Dimna’ {1492 AD) is a [olkiale
where the main characters are two animals I
was first written in Sanskrit and later (ranslat
ed in Pahlavi, which was a language ol Persian
then. It is now on the display but writiten jn
Persian language. Bustan (150-2 AD) and
‘Khamsa {Amir' (1472 AD) is alsu showm
Khamsa means a collection of five, here are
five epic stories originally written by Nizami in
the sultanate period These famous manu
scripts are of second category inscribed and il
lustrated by non Indéan scholars residing in
India

Tuzuk-i-Asifa

translated into Persian. Mohabharata by Naqib
Khan with the title of Razm-nama containing
169 paintmgs. was completed in | 589 AD. The
"Ramayana,.” 'Nal Danayant!’, 'Bhagwat Geeta,
‘Bhaquat Puran, all translated into Persian are
on dispiay . °

But the most fascinating of all items is a silk
jacket. that was worn by a Mughal ruler during
wars. The front and back side of the jacket has
the entire Quran Sharif written on it in minia-
ture Naskh script with 99 names of Allah in-
scribed in red on the borders. The jacket
which measures 94.5 x 64 8 is a 18th century
Al work

Besides these interesting items there are
55 Mughal miniature paintings Irom 16th to
18th century AD. The Mughals were great pa-
irons of art and literature. The portraits of Mu-
ghal school were brighter than those of the

Deccal school. But each style of work has its
owTl specific tale to tell in its own way. The il
lustrated manuscripts like Ain-i-Akbari, Babur
nama. the portraits of princes and nobles,
paintings like '‘Birth of Rustam' or scenes from

the Ramayan and similar other works depict
the then contemporary life style, explains Dr
Naseemn

This extraordinary India-Bangladesh bilateral
cultural and academic exchange programme
gives us a picture of the artistic splendor of the
Mughals "All these take us down the twilight

author <ones and lanes of history
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Awami League chiet and !L'ddel‘ i th' Opposition in Parliument dd(]ll:'-ﬁl'l'lg an extended

meetmg of her party at the Minto Road official residence in the city yesterday.

— Star photo

Floatmg hospltal for

disaster victims soon

Faor the [first time in
Bangladesh there will soon be
a floating hospital to reach
medicare to disaster victims
and poor people in remote vil-
lages, reports UNB.

The hospital aboard a 90-
feel barge is expected to be
afloat by end this year by the
Rolary International District
3280 in Bangladesh in coop
eration with the rotary clubs
and some NGOs in Frarice.

"This will be a wonderful
gift of the rotarians to the
health services in Bangladesh.”
Rolary District Governor
Mosharral Hossain said in dis-

closing the project at a func-
tion in Dhaka yesterday.

Deputy Leader of Parliament ‘

Prof A Q M Badruddoza Chow-
dhury was the chief guest at
the discussion held at its
secretariat on "Plague — what
can we do?"

Rin Hossain said the barge
that will be renovated and
equipped into a hospital has
already reached Chittagong
port. It is expected to arrive at
Narayanganj dockyard within
next three days for converting
it into a modern hospital.

He said the boat hospital
will

sioned by late December.

Thundershower likely

Tempurdry hght to modeérate rain or

likely at a

thundershower is

few places over Dhaka, Chittagong, Rajshahi and

Barisal divisions and at one or two places over Khulna divi-
sions duiring the next 12 hours till 6 pm today. reports UNB.

The Met Office

torecasts no appreciable change in day

temperature is expected during the period across the coun-

In its outlook for subsequent two days the Met Office fore-
cast that weather is likely to improve at the end period.
‘Giving extended outlook for another five days it adds that

there would be little change

Meantime, Rajshahi experienced the highest 37 mm rain
during the last 12 hours till 6 pm yesterday. Tangail had 28
mm shower, Faridpur 22, Bogra 20. Dinajpur 16 and Khuilna 9

mim during the period

Country's highest temperature 32 .2 degrees Celsius was
recorded at Jessore and the lowest 21.5 degrees at Dinajpur.
The sun sets today at 5:39 pm and rises tomorrow at 5:53

AT,

_

be ready and commis--

Dhaka elected
govt group
ILO chairman

Bangladesh has been elec-
ted chairman of the govern-
ment group at the tenth
session of the ‘plantation com:

mittee’ of the International
Labour Organisation (ILO),
reports BSS.

M Habib Ullah, Labour
Director, led a four-member
Bangladesh team at the con-
ference which was held in
Geneva from September 21 to
29.

Transters
By Staff Correspondent-

Director (finance) of the
Bangladesh Parjatan Corpora-
tion (BPC) Chand Kumar Roy
has been transferred as mem-
ber to Bangladesh Handloom
Board on deputation, accor-
ding to a government handout.

Nazim Uddin, officer on
special duty (OSD) at the
Ministry of Establishment has
heen transferred to BPC as the
director fﬂnanr:e]

56 arrested

Police rounded up 56 peo
ple on various charges from
different parts of the city in
last 24 hours, reports UNB
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"I have a wish ....... My own home

Something really good.
Within my budget too....”

BT presents 1600 sft apartments at Maghbazar
where elegance is combined with economy.

Vs

A lifetime investment with the
best value for money.

o y

building technology & ideas Itd.

TMC BUILDING , 15T FLOOR, 52 NEW ESKATON ROAD DHAKA
TEL: 839160 (Customers only) 404243 404872 413110

Badruddoza hails
govt's anti-plague
measures

Thanks to the extraordinary
precaution mounted by the
government. Bangladesh sue
ceeded in locking out plague
bacteria from India, Prol
Badruddoza Chowdhury sairl
yesterday. reports UUNB.

"We hear some criticisms
that we have over-reacied. . .il
80, we have dorfe it Wisely and
for the benefit of our people,
said the Chairman of the 12
member National Anti-Plague
Commitliee .

Prof Chowdhury sounded

satisfied when he said that
never before a national com
mittee met for (ts Arst meet

ing within 30 minutes after it
was formed No other commit
tee held two meetings a day

Il the government hias been
nvercautious that was so be
cause ol its profound comcern
for the public health " Prol
Chowdhury, the Deputy Leader
in Parliament. told a discus
sion organised by Rotary
International District 3280

Held at the Rotary Secre
tariat in Dhanmondi. the
discussion on plague and the
measures to prevent it was
opened by Rotary District
Governor Mosharraf Hossain

Contraband

RAJSHAHI. Oct 7 A special
squad of the 20 Rifle bartaliorn
destroyed 5,340 kilograms ol
Indian salt and 300 kilograms
ol sugar in presence of Major
Jalil today, BDR sources said
reporis BSS

Farhad's death
anniversary

e seventh
sary ol former secretary ger
eral of the Communist Party ol
Bangladesh ((PB] Mohammad

death annilver

Farhad will he observed tomorn
reyswy’ SAVS H l_H‘I'HH IFI.I“‘”"H"

A milad matgil! will be held
Al the residence of the wile o
late Farhad, 40/K Arzimpaun

Colony after Asr prayers
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Professionals

To know more about FINANZ, just walk
into any ANZ Grindlays branch and meet
our friendly and professional staff.

Say

FINANZ— for Engineers, Architects and

Doctors.

FINANZ—to finance vour purchase of modern
equipment to provide bettér service to chients

and patieats.

FINANZ—to help grow your business. .

r

ANZ Grindlays Bank

"Yes'' to good things in life
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