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International
Trade and

Environmental
Hazards

by Abdul Bayes
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International

Christopher starts ME
trip today

Iragi opposition claims
Saddam mobilises
troops along Kuwaiti
border
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Business

WB, IMF pledge to help
1b people living in
poverty

Charukala Institute in the city yesterday.

Singers welcoming the Bengali season of Sharat fautumn) at a function organised at the

— Star photo

Plague costs India
$6m per day

Violent protest against TV newscast in Urdu

Pages 6, 7

Rising Stars

A Living Legend. A
Writer Who
Understands His Fans;
The Pink Satin

. NEW DELHI, Oct 7. Four
Surprise; Cruel Fate people were killed in the
Plguﬂ southern Indian city of

Bangalore today when police
opered fire to break up a vio-
lent protest against Urdu-lan-
guage news bulletins on state-
run television. AFP gquoting PTI
reported.

Police opened fire after the
demonstrators e in vio-
lence, arson and looting. offi-
cials in Bangalore, capital of
Karnataka state. told the news
agency.

It said angry crowds de.
manding the scrapping ol
Urdu news on the Doordarshan
television neiwork sei fire to
vehicles and buses in the city s
main business district. The
demonstrators also ransacked
shops and stoned policemen.

Police opened fire after [ail-

Teens and
Twenties

Illusions of a
Nightmare; Funny
Memories: Fizix Sir 1s
Absent; The Battle of
Titles: What Induces
Crowd to Cinema Halls:
All About Them;
Summer Lessons:
Record Season Showed
What Flicks Chck
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ing to control the crowd with
baton charges and tear gas.
FT] said.

AP adds;: Pull Kodandara-
miah. commissioner of police

BANGALORE, Oct 7: The po-
lice issued shoot at sight
orders to contain escalated
violence bere. Dusk-to-dawn
curfew has also been im-
posed on nine police station
limits, reports PTIL.

in Bangalore said at least seven
people were killed and B3
injured.

“The situation is under ¢on-
trol.” Kodandaramiah told The
Associated Press.

The Press Trust of India
news agency said several po-
licemen were injured by the
stone-throwers.

Four killed in Bangalore
police firing |

Two senior police officers
were hospitalised with head
and chest injuries as they were
hit by bottles, Kodandaramiah
saic.

Stnce Sunday, when the 10-
minute Urdu newscasts began
Hindu activists have been
protesting them every day in
Bangalore.

Kannada is the official lan-
guage in Karnataka state,
where the business center of
Bangalore is located.

For 12 vears. activists have
been demonstrating against
English. the language many
stale governments have used

since Britain ruled India. Pro-
K.uinada activists have [orced
the Karnataka government to
reduce the official use of

English
See Page 12 Codl B

Metropolitan
Dhaka Day by Day

The proposals for setting up
seven more banks in the pri-
vale sector will be placed be-
fore the cabinet shortly for its
consideration, according to
sources concerned.

The cabinel committee on
finance and economic affairs
has selected seven outl ol nine
applications seeking permis
sion 1o set up banks.

The cabinet will now Lake a
decision on the matter, the
sCources said

As regards the two other
proposed banks. the cabinet
suggesied soine
vhanges in their character and
siructure The two are the
Northern Bank and the BRAC
Bank

'he cabinet commmittee said
since the BRAC Bank's sponsor
1% an NGO (Bangladesh Rural
Advancement Commitiee) and
its Larget group is the rural
pour . 1The sponsor should seek
permission (o operate it as a

Exploring Histury s
Treasure Trove
Page 3

NEWS BRIEFS

4 JCD activists
held in Sylhet
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Oct 7: Four ac- |
tivists ol the Jativatabah
Chhatra Dal (JCD] were aj
rested by Kotwali poltce
early hours today for thew

leged involvement in a nombe
of criminal cases

rymdriiites

Proposals for 7 banks to
be placed before cabinet

Star Report

specialised bank and not a
commercial one. The sponsor
should, therefore. apply for

registration of the bank, not
under the Banking Companies
Act but under a ‘special ar-
rangement . sources quoled
the committee as saying

In this regard, the commit
tee referred to the Grameen
Bank which was given permit-
el to aperate undder a special
ordinance

The seven banks which got
favourabile recommendation
are: the Prime Bank Ltd, spon-
sored by M A Khaleg, R A Gani
and Lutfar Rahman Sarker: the
Bangladesh Social investment
Bank. sponsered by Dr M A
Mannan, Islamie Solidarity
Fund. Muslim World League
and World Assembly of Muslim
Youth: the Al Arafat Bank.
sponsored by A Z M Shamsul

Islam. Ahmed Fazlur Rahman
and Mobhammad Reazuddin:
Sce Page 12 Col 3 :

BGMEA allays
fears of textiles
manufacturers

Allaying the fears of the
textile emanufacturers, the
Bangladesh Garments Manuifac-
turers and Exporters Associa
tion (BGMEA] yesterday sald
there is no scope for leakage ol

imported fabrics in the local

market. reports UNB.

As per the regulation of the
customs bond, the guantity of
fabrics imported by the gar
ments manufacturers have to
be accounted for and adjusted
fully with the export of ready
made garments said BGMEA
president Redwan Ahmed MF

"So. in the process, there |s
no scope for leakage of im
ported fabrics in the local
market which are recorded by
the customs authority in the

pass books of the individual®

units " he said in a press re
IFHJ
The release came in re
spoiise o statements ol the
president of the Bangladesh
Specialised Textiles Mills
See Page 12 Col 1

Five beheaded
in Riyadh

RIYADH. Oct 7. Five con
victed drug smugglers — Lhree
Pakistanis and two Afghans -
were beheaded Friday, the
Interior Mimistiry annourne e
The Pakisianis were tdentilied

as Shaaban Ali Mohammnod
Ramadan. Shah Afdal Zurma

KUWAIT Oct 7° Two lragi
divisions are moving south to
wards Kuwait, Kuwaiti-based

Nokai and Ahmed Murnr diplormats said today reports
Talkon Wadio. and the Algha Reuter

as Nacburilah Abdul- Wahed and One mechanised division
Khan Agha Hajp Gholam Nat iand one armoured division

were heading towarcs the bor
der and coudd mclude Repub
lian guards the diplomats
Sakd. 0 Many wesLern armbdes a
single division is made up of

reports AP

Seven killed in
Lacknow blast

LAJCKNOW. Oci 7 Sewer ¢ atwnit 12000 troops it Iraqi
sual labourers we=re kille divisions are somewhal sma
when an explosion ripped ller the diplomais said
through the truck i whie b Meanwhile iragi has moun
they were travelling m (i leel a “significant roops mo

vernen! toward the Kuwaitd
rder but iU s not Lthe same
| size force used in the nvasion

own in Mirzapar distrcf

yesierday, according (o ollic al
reports here today reports 771

of Kuwaitt in 1990, a 1S official
said today

"It s a signilicanmt move-
ment invelving mechanized di-
vision but it does not repre-

sent the same size force |as

Earlier story on Pages

that mobilised} prior to the in-
vasion of Kowail (in ]| 99(0))
the officials said. speaking on
rondition of anonymity

There are some aspects of
this that are nther than routine
training.” the official said
its nodt clear entirely what
their purpose s

Asked about Irag's so-called
charm oflensive to seek (he
lifting of post Gulf War sanc

Iraq massing troops along
Kuwaiti border

tions at the United Nations
the official said, "wr don t find
this very charming.

President Clinton said Tmia»
the United States was taken
lragi troop movement serl
ously and was taking nece
ssary precautionary steps but
declined to go into further
detail

The officials. who asked not
to be identified, said the Uni
ted States was aware of provo
cative lragqi troops movements
and was "prepared to do what
is prudent and necessary (o
deal with the situation ”

Clinton intended to addresa |

serwd g clean
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Myanmar stops repatriation
fearing 'spread of plague'

COX'S BAZAR. Oct 7: The
process of repatriation of some
1.70,0000 Rohingya refugees
came to a halt yesterday as
Myanmar refused entry to any-
one from Bangladesh fearing
‘plague contagion'.

The Myanmar authorities
refused. to receive 930
refugees who were to return
to their homeland Thursday.

Earlier, Myanmar sealed off

all the three entry points with
Bangladesh on October 1 afler
the outbreak. of plague in
India.

Despite that, the Yangon au-
thorities took back 3,009
refugees in three groups be-
tween October 3 and 5 till they
decided (o suspend the repa-
triation process.

Bangladesh officials dealing
with the refugees, quoting
Myanmar officials, said the
suspension is temporary.

But they could not make it
clear how long would the re-
striction on the eniry [rom
Bangladesh continue,

Some 81,292 Rohingvas
have returned home since the
repatriation began September
22, 1992,

A total of 1.69,585 refugees
are still living in 18 camps in
Teknad.

The Myanmar authorities
loday refused entry to the
Additional Commissioner for

Embarrassing

DUBLIN, Oct 7. PRussian
President Boris Yeltsin apolo:
gised on Thursday tor staving
on his aircraft when it arrived
in lreiland a week ago. leaving
Irish Prime Minister Albert
Reynolds on the runway wait-
ing to greet him. reports
Reuter.

Russian and Irish officials at
Shannon airport tried to hide
th=ir embarrassiment and said
nt firet Weltare, vhe waes on his
way back to Russia from the
United States, was not well,

When he arrived back in
Moscow a smiling Yelisin told
reporters it had all been a mis-
take and bodyguards had not
allowed anvone to wake him.

Bui British newspapers sug-
gested Yelltsin had been too
drunk to disembark.

Reynolds now recvived a
letter from Yeltsin expressing
his “sincere regret” over what
happened, officials said

In his letter. Yellsin con-
lirmed an invitation to
Revniokds (o visit Russia

sen laoinikarn Priom

From Abdul Monayem Khan

Refugee Reliefl and Repatria-
tion. Raqufbuddin Ahmed,
when he wanted to discuss the
latest situation with his
Myanmar counterpart.

On his return to Cox's
Bazar. he told reporters Lhal
Myanmar side informed him
through the UNHCR and the
Bangladesh. Rifles that they
would not allow anybody f[rom
Bangladesh to cross the bor-
der. But they did not specify
how long would this restric-

tion remain in force, he added

An official of the UNHCR
said that although there was no
report of any plague case in
Bangladesh. the authorities in
Myanmar has taken the slep us
a precautionary measure.

Bangladesh officials said
that of late the refugees are
quite enthusiastic to return
home but the sudden decision
of the Myanmar side would
slow down the repatriation
Process.

Plague claims 3 more
lives in Surat

NEW DELHI, Oct 7: India
today reported three more
plague deaths, raising to 55
the total nationwide of a three-
week outbreak of the mediae-
val scourge that sent tremors
of panic around of the world,
reports Reuter.

A spokeswoman in the con-
irol centre monitoring the
plague outbreak said the latest
three deaths were in the west
coast city of Surat, where the
first fatality in an eruption of

pneumonic plague was re-
ported on September 19.
The new deaths in Sural

raised that city's toll to 52.
The centre said there was

one other death from plague
like symptoms in the western
state of Maharashtra near its
border with Gujarat. where
Sural lies. but it had not vet
been t:ﬂnflrmf'd as a piague
death.

Nearly 6.000 people have
been rushed to hospital with
plague-like symptoms since
the outbreak began in Surat.
but only 270 tested positive
the plague control centre said.

Although 54 positive cases
have been identified in Delhi
where the disease was carried
when 300.000 people fled
Surat, there has been no rdeath

See Pape 12 Col |

Local level AL leaders

for talks with BNP

By Staff Correspondent

The local level leaders ot
the Awami League (AL} yester-
day approved the idea of hav-
ing a dialogue with the ruling
party but asserted that no
compromise should be nfade
on the Opposition demand for
holding general elections un-
der a“caretaker governmernt,
sources concerned said.

According to an AL press
release. presidents and secre
taries of 71 district. 407 thana
and 64 municipality units of
the party attended an ex-
tended meeting of Lhe party
central working commitiee in
the city yesterday.

AL chief Sheikh Hasina
who chaired the day-long
meeting beginning at 9 am.
explained the latest politiral
developments including the
Commonwealth Secretary Ge-
neral's three-point agenda lor
a dialogue with the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP)

Hasina said she had agreed
lo take part in the Common-
wealth leader-proposed dialo
gue because the ‘agenda con
tained the AL's demand for a
caretaker governmernt. :

She, however. advised her
partymen not to be ‘misied by
any government-sponsorecd
propaganda’ regarding the dia-
logue and asked them not to
give up agitatibns aimed at re
alising the demand for an in
terim administration to con
duct national polls. The cur-
tent agitations would continue
untii the demand was met, she
added

Recalling the bitter experi-
ence’ in the past elections un-
der the BNP government. the
AL chief said that a non-party
caretaker administration was a
must to ensure free and lair
elections.

The local level leaders ol
the party. who addressed 1he

Sce tage 12 Col 2

Minmister Chandrika Rumaratung. |
mini=ters of her cabinet yesterday shortly after she filed her nomination papers 1n Colombo o

kick off the race for next month's presidential polls.

Kumaratunga
to run for
presidency

COLOMBY (et 7 Sri Lan

kan Prime Minsier Chandrika
Kumaratunga and opposition

leader Gamini Dissanavahke
filed thelr nomination papers
here towday o kick of the race

for next month's presidential
polls reports AFP

FElection (ommissjione!
( handrananda De Silva ad
cepled nominations from six
candidates including Kuma
rantunga from the ruling Peo
ple's Alliance (PAl and Dissana
yake of the main opposition
Lintted National Party (UUNP)

Nominations were also re
ceived from lormer UNP legis-
lators Arthur Ranasinghe and
Hudson Samarasinghe. both ol
whom are standing as inde
candidates for the
November 9 polls

e riekeen i

Cwearing garland- = o

vled b

— AFP photo

Dhaka for intensifying
South-South cooperation

Foreijgn Minister A S M
wiostafizur Rahman Thursday

calied for the intensification of

South-South cooperation and
eactivation of North-South dt-
alogue to solve the problems
facing the world as absence of
peace remains a ‘continuing
reality, reports BSS

In his statement at the 48th
session of the UN General
Assetnbly (UNGA) Mostallz sald
Bangladesh remains fully
commitied to the United
Nations and considers it as fhe
only forum capable of dealing
with the cooperative manage
ment of the world's problems
where all the nations can to-
grther successfully confront
and meet the challenges ol the

l future

Although a new light ol
hoypw could be seen dawning in
Soulh Africa. the Middie East
and Cambodia. he said. Loo
often people across (he world
were witnessing newer faces of
despair and brutalisation in the
post cold war wortd

On the positive side he

said., ideological walls have
tumbled., democracy has
spread worldwide. more car

ing and responsible govein
menis have come inlo power
and economic empowerment
and social imperatives have
lessened reliance ofi the mili
tary culture

Yet, he satd, negative 'm-
pulses challenge cverywhere
peace and securily, human

See Page 12 Col 6

12 PA(_J:.S PRICE TAKA 5.00

Madhyapara Rock
Project works
begin Oct 20

Baigladesh will =00 Ve -]
npment o the "Madhvapa:

Hard Rock Project uinder tae
technical and tinancial as=:s

tance irom 'ne bemod. ar.
I-EJL_'.'rlE'..H Hlil.h_l.u]j- e Mo J

o Oclober =0, ¢ DV5HE
Pmibassador i Bantadesh
Eheng Mae S ppdissee] | e
w31t hi;_{}i';"ll"lWFr deleadatiig.

from his conviry w3l come 1

Dhaka for the purpose. repon o«
BSS
Sik i & staement o

seribed thie bt Peiiphal s FO-
'f'E'{[ 458 a i bli..“.lﬂi_'. o O o [
covperation bLebwoeenr g Lo
countries and said thi- prr d
is a reflecti.n &% froen., 10
helween Lhe hreather,
peoples Economiecally b -
both the countries are expa..
ding cooperation in sever il
fields and added that ot -r
projects are under ciscussions
oW

The ambassador nmientinned

P

1
- 11||

about the 49th foundi-—g7 -,
niversary: ol the Forean
Sce Page 12 Col 3

7th grade scalc
of 14 BCS cadres
upgraded

By Staff Correspondent

The seventh grade scale of
|4 cadres of the Bangladesh
Civil Services (BCS) have been
promoied to the sixth grade
scale vesterday. says a govern
ment handout

Following the change the
hasic pay scale will increase to
Tk 4800 — Tk. 7250 from Tk
4100 — 6500/

The !4 cadres are Health
Agriculture, Forest Roads and
Highway. Works. Public Health
and Engineering. Telecom
Railway Engineering, Admiis
trationn. Police Livestioo k
Information Food and Ansar

Twin murder

Autopsy shows
use of similar
weapons
By Staff Correspondent

The bodies of both Nilular
Chowdhury and her daughter
Mahjabeen Chowdhury Shoma
carried marks ol severe
wounds and lacerations by
sharp weapons of similar na
ture. according to the autopsy
reports sent Lo the investigal
ing police by the Forensu
Medicine experts of the Dhaka
Medical College vesterday

Fhe rrpnr;ﬁ also said
Shoma s body carried worind
signs of selt-defence including
hruiises which seemingly were
suffered during a scuffle with
her assailants. However there
were no signs of rape or any
attempted rape on the body,
the reports added The body ot
Nilufar did not carry such
marks ot self-detence

According to the forensit
experts, both the murders
were committed almost at the
sate ttime The girl according
to the report, seemed to have
heen murdered first

I'he assailants sitt a part ol
thie neck of Shoma severing
the veins amnd arteries which
caused her death while the
mother was brutally hacked
alinost all over the bodv

Nilufar C howdhury, 50 and
her daughter Shoma. 20. were
hacked 10 death allegedly by
their maid Romena. 30. at
their Lalimatlia residence in the
city Surlay last

Romena also confessed to
murdering both the mother
am! daughter with a buoir a
kitchen knife

Vehicles damaged
Uver death of
2 1n Cox's Bazar

From Our Correspondent

COX S BAZAR. Ot 7
Agitaled people damaged sev.
eral vehicies here today after a
bus ran over and killed a
school boy and a worker

The bus coming from
Teknal smashed a rickshaw
carrving Ershadul Huq and
Meher Ali al Taraboniar Chhara
area of the town Ershadul
Hug, 13 was a student of Cox's
Bazar Preparatory School.

The driver fled the spot

Soon afler the accident. a
group ol people brought oul a
procession in the town de-
manding immediate arrest ol
the driver Al one stage they
damaged at least five buses
Three people were infured in
the incident.

Fraffic movement in the
town came (o a halt for about
three hours

Pus services between Cox's
Razar and Teknal remained

suspended till date tonight




