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Bubonic plague kills
3 in Mozambique

MAFPUTO, Oct 5 Three
people have died [rom sus-
pected bubonic plague in cen
tral Mozambique. the health
ministry said today reports
Reuter

It said 127 suspected pla
gue cases had been reported
between September 21 and 29
in Tete province s Malarara
district bordering Malawi
Three people had died

in Delhi a sentor Indian
health official today declared
the plague crisis nearly over,
saving that only a (raction of
the suspecied cases lested
positive lor the disease

Several Gul State§ mean
while were expected (o re
sume flights to India this week
after severing .ur and shippin
lines. said Civil Aviation ari

Tourism Minister Ghulam Nabi
Aveancl,

"Only 2.9 per cent out of
5.172 suspected plague cases
have been confirmed to date.”
Ashish Kumar Mukherjee,
India's director general ol
health services, told AFP

Another report says loretgn
quarantine against plague-hit
India will cost the country at
least 300 million dellars in lost
exports, the commerce min
istry said today.

Commerce Secretary Tejen
dra Khanna teld slate-owned
Doordarshan television that
agricultural exports were the
worst hit in the panic trig-
gered abroad by the plague
outbreak. which the govern
ment says has kiled 52 peo

ple

e e W~ e —_—

LSS

"Romena confesses crime

Froom Page | Col 7

Later. Romena cleaned the
blood stains and waited lor the
mother whom she murdered
tor scolding her fot
quality of the fried fish in the
day's menu, she confessed Lo
police

Romena said she commit-
ted the twin-murder because
she was fed up of beirfg (re-
quently scolded by mother
and daughter But she said.
she was never  physically as

saulted by them
Relerring 1) Homena s

stalenent. the M o the [DB
sand Fhe motive behind the

BMA decision

Froom Page 1| Col 7

BMA, only said. "We are re
spectful towards the rule of
liw The decision on the sirike

will be laken tomorrow at the
central council meeting.”

Asked 1l the BMA was con-
tinuing the strike in violation
of the court order. he said
again: "We respect the rule of
law Please don't ask me to
make further comments.”

(1 Seplember 21, the BMA
called the sirike by some
5 000 government doctors lor
an indefinite period demand
g the implementation of its
21 point demand

Meanwhile, the BMA's 13th
national council begins in the
city today at the Engineers
Institution and 1t would be [ol-
lowed by the annual general
meeling the next day.

in a separate statement
vesterday, the BMA strongly
condemned the alleged attack
ont Tuesday evening on Dr Syed
Moinul Hassan. consultant at
the Bogra Muhammad Al
Hospital and the district or-
ganising secretary ot the BMA,
by a group ol miscreants . Dr
Hassan was working in his
chamber at the time. it said.

The BMA dernanded pun-

istunent of those responsible.
‘ = |
Dhaka's call
Freni: Page | Col R

sures i the wake of develop-
ments that have taken place
after the adoption of the pro-
gramme of action at the Rio
FEdarth Summit and Uruguay
Hound agreement.

The Bangladesh delegation
made specific suggestions for
strerigithening the text includ-
ing on structural adjustment
Measures,

The meeting agreed 1o take
up al a future meeting Bangla-
desh proposal to establish a
fnr LDCs

Dialogue

From Page | Col 4
from September 14 to 19, lhe
Commonwealth Secretary Ge-
neral had a series of tallgewith
the principal parties™ con-
cerned

A release from the Com-
monwealth Secretariat said,
Chief Emeka believed there
was sufficient common ground
which would permit a dialogue
hetween the government and
npposition parties in Bangla-
desh and put forward his
three-point plan which both
sides accepted.

Chief Emeka's proposals
are:

I} The governing party and
ihe principal opposition party
agree to comrnence a dialogue
it good faith and on the basis
ol an open agenda. which

‘would include any topics
raised by either side such as
strengthening the Election
Commission, the question of a
caretaker government., and
proposals for an overall code of
conduct to guide political ac-
tivity.

i} On the commencement
of such talks, and given the in-
tensity of feelings on this mat-
ter and as a confidence-build-
ing measure. the parties agree
that at the conclusion of each
session of their talks they
should issue to the press and
public an agreed joint state-
ment only, with the partici-
pants otherwise refraining
from further public comment.

iti} For his part, the
secretary General undertopk
to dispatch to Bangladesh his
envoy who would be avallable
to facilitate discussions be-
tween the parties in any way
that might be necessary.

Bangladesh's current pt:-llu—
cal impasse stems from the
opposition's demand for a
caretaker government for con-
ducting national elections, due

mn early 19986.

CerITe

the bad .

murders seemed oo (rille ..
Were still looking into the
matter ... the autopsy reports
are vet Lo reach us and we
might bring Romena for fur-
ther iInterrogation.”

Romena was arrestec from
the house of her step-sisler
Jamila Khatun at Char Govinda
village in Manikganj.

Police also recovered gold
ormaments weighing about 20-
25 tolas and Tk 8080 in cash
that she had taken away from
the Chowdhurys' residence
when she fled after commit-
ting the murders.

Romena said that she had
gone straight to her step-sis-
ter s house at around 7:30 in
the evening the same day. but
she did not teil her sister
aryvthing about the murders.

Meanwhile, gqul khwani ol
Nilufar Chowdhury. who was an
Assistant Professor al the city's
Home Economics College, and
her daughter Shoma, a second
vear student of ~ the My-
mensingh Medical College,
were held at Nilufars parents’
house in Dhanmondi Road 8§
after Asr prayers yesterday.

Suspected plague
sufferer dies while

escaping hospital
NEW DELHI. Oct 5. A sus-
pected plague sulferer died
while trying to escape from a
state-run New Delhi hospital
where patients are being iso-

lated. newspapers reported
today. reports AFP.

Hartal observed
in Islampur
of Sylhet
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Oct 5: A half-day
hartal was observed in the
Islampur area of Sylhet today
in protest against the hooligan
ism. terrorism and illegal col
lection of tolls by some organ-
iIsed gangs. s

All shops. mills and facto-
ries. offices and educational
institutions remained closed
during the six-hour hartal
called by the local people. All
types of vehicles remained off
the streets.

A protest meeting was held
at Islampur Bazar with Md
Shahabuddin in the chair while
it was addressed by Alhaj Lal
Miah Abdur Rashid. Abdul
Matin, Manzur Ahmed and
Firoze Uddin. A big procession
was brought out in the area.

Another meeting was held
with Moulana Abdul Quaiyum in
the chair. Both the rallies. de-
manded immediate arrest of
the gang members involved in
the illegal activities in the area.

Another report says, Class
Il and Class IV government
employees in Sylhet observed a
two-hour strike today as pari
ol the programmes called by
the Sarkari Karmachari Oikya
Jote,

Rape victim gets
legal aid

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Jatiya
Mahila Ainjibi Samity. a forum
of women lawyers, is to pro-
vide legal aid to a young girl,
Nazma, who was allegedly
raped by a group of peaple in
Feni on September 28.

Following the incident
Nazma reportedly attempted
to commiit suicide,

The Samity members will
oversée the conduct ol the
case in the court of the First
Class Magistrate, Feni. on
October 4.

Nazma identified one Nurul
Islam as one of the culprits in-
volved in the alleged crime.
Islam was arrested on October
1

The Samity in a press re-
lease yesterday alleged that the
local police station had initially
refused to register the case
despite a specific allegation
and traces of injury on the vic-
tim’'s body. On the contrary
the police even filed a charge
against Nazma under Section
290 of the BPC accusing her of
being involved in unsocial ac-
Livities,

She was then sent to court
which, after recording her
statement, ordered a police
inspector to investigate.

Demolition of
tilted bldg
begins

By Staff Correspondent

Demolition of ihr llllcd six
storey buliding at Kalyanpur in
the city began yesterday morm
g,

A number of labourers en-
gaged by the owner of the
buflding demolished the water
tank on the roof of the bullding
and a portion of the top floor
on the first day.

The building - Nandan Apa-
riments — tilted suddenly by
several centimetres Sunday.
Engineers of the Rajdhani
Unnayan Kartripakkha &lquk]
thought that the building tilted
because it was constructed on
the basis of inproper soil Lest.

There are |2 apartments in
the building with a floor space
of 2400 square feet in each
storey Ten of those sold to
dilierent (antilies while its
owners, Siddiqur Rahman
kept two for themselves.

"I am ready to bear the
losses. | have already talked to
seven of the 10 owners of the
flats and promised to build
them apartments with similar

| features in the near future,”

Siddiqur Rahman told The
Daily Star last night.

"l am not going to blame
the engineers responsible for
the faulty soil test because [
believe it was my fate that |
had to incur such a huge loss™
he said, when contacted.

He further said that he had
decided to demolish another
two-storey apartment building
— “Nandan Apartments-2" in
the same premises since it
also was being constructed as
per the same plan, approved
by the Rajuk for the tilted one.

The demnlltmn of t.he prucarmusl}* L:Ited six- amrey Nandan

Apartments building at Kallyanpur in the city began
yesterday. The building inclined to one side earlier this week

due to faulty construction.

— Star photo
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.below the normal.

Monsoon

From Page 1 Col 3
inmn  Rajshahi,  110mm to
1301 in Khulna and 180 to
200uun in Barisal divisions.

A depression may also form
over the Bay at the end of this
month.

The monsoon had set over
Bangladesh in early June.
"Activity of the monscon and
monsoon depression are the

' two major sources of rainfall in

this season.,” a Met official

noted.
In September,

vision experienced only 13
6mm of rainfall as against the
normal 252mm. 1t was 46 per
cent below the normal. In
Chittagong the rainfall was 45
per cent below the normal
while in Rajshahi, Khulna and
Barisal divisions. the rainfall
was 26 per cent, 50 per cent
and 60 per cent respectively

The rainfall recorded in
July and August was almost
similar but it was a little
higher in June.

Met office sources said that
in 1992 the monsoon rainfall
was 30 per cent below the
normal. In 1979 also, a failed

monsoon was recorded.

Dhaka Di-

- Bangladesh troops start
leaving for Haiti

Bangladesh contingent Lo
the Multinational Force [MNF)
for the restoration of democ-
racy in Haiti started leaving
Dhaka yesterday. reports UNB.

On the first day of the
transport schedule, 490 offi-

cers and troops left the Zia |

International Airport (ZIA) in
the morning, according to
ISPR sources.

Four C141 aircraft of the
United States Air Force (USAF)
carried 440 troops while one
C5 cargo plane took 50 troops
and military equipment of the
contingent.

All flights will transit the
Pacific with a brief stop-over in
Hawaii on the way to their
destination at the MNF staging
area in Puerto Rico.

Chief of Army Staff Lieute.
nant General Abu Saleh Mo-
hammad Nasim saw-off the
officers and troops of the first
flight at the ZIA.

Talking to them, General
Nasimn said members of the

Bangladesh contingent would
be able to reflect the high
standard of their training, dis-
cipline and professional eifi-
ciency im the discharge of the
great task of restoration of
demodracy in Hait.

They would be able to bring
laurels for the country as well
as the armed forces, he hopesd.

Present on the occasion
were, among others, Principal
Staff Officer of the Armed
Forces Division Major General
M S A Bhuivan, Chiel of
General Staff Major General
Muhammad Mahbubur Rah-
man. Quarter Master General
Major General Sardar Moham
mad All Hasan and other
sentor military officers.

US Charge d'Affaires James

P Nach and other embassy offi-
cials were also present at the
airport.

Contingent Commander Co-
lonel Alauddin Mohammad
Abdul Wadud also left Dhaka by
the first flight.

-

Indnneman chﬂd artmt,e:j and mf‘thI‘E of the _]uvem]e organisation de_hj hachdz Meld ,
presemting a dance at the Shilpakala Academy audltunum in the city on the occasion of the
orgamsation’s 38th founding anniversary yesterday.

— Star photo

‘Transportation
From Page 1 Col 8

for identifying problems for

the solution of present chaotic

city traffic problems into im-

mediate, medium-term and
long-programmes.

The immediate action pro-
grammes such as low cost foot
over bridges, improvement of
signal lights, pedestrian cross-
ing facilities, road signs, road
marking, regulation of proper
bus stoppages and parking in
some selected locations, im-
provement of enforcement ca-
pability of the Dhaka Metropo-
litan Police and a project in
this connection have been un-

dertaken for immediate imple-
merntation.

Two working groups have
been formed — one for moni-
toring the implementation of
immediate action programmes
and another for formulation of
medium and long-term in-
vestment programme$ — for
the overall improvement of the
city’s traffic problems.

The minister suggested that
implementation of action pro-

grammes must take cog-
nizance of the prevailing socio-
economic conditions and re-
alities. He siressed the need
for immediate implementation
of the action programmes.

Textile mJ]ls owners

From Page 1 Col 5

L1 Col (rtd) Selimuddin Ah-
med. President of the Ban-
cladesh Specialised Textile
Mills Association.

. "There were rampant ma-
"nipulation in the import of
duty-free fabrics and their
leakage even when the Cus-
toms was the sanctioning au-
thority, but now that the
garmenls people are both
users and controllers ... one
can imagine the consequences
if there is no strong monitor-
ing."

The export-oriented gar-
ments sector enjoys the facility
of importing fabrics and acces-
sories without duty only
against export LCs.

According to a rough esti-
mate of the-Bangladesh Textile
Mills Association S TMA),
duty-free fabrics, leaked from
the garments sector, meet 40
per cent of the country's total
clothing requirement, esti-
mated at some 130 crore me-
tre a year.

"We are afraid of the move.
We are already choked by the
rampant leakage of fabrics
from the garments sector. The
plight of the textiles sector
might aggravate because of the

new measure” . said an anxious

‘Wali-ul Islam. Chairman of

BTMA,

Both- Selimuddin Ahmcd
and Wali-ul Islam resented that
neither the Finance Ministry
nor the Commerce Ministry
had ever consulted the local
textiles manufacturers prior to
taking the step

“It's unfortunate that we
were never consulted by the
authorities although we will be
the first to be affectcd in case
of any abuse of the new proce-
dure”, said Selimuddin Ahmed.

Whlle the two billion-dollar

arments srrlui_' has been
ooming over the past one

decade, the local textiles sec-
tor has gained the least out of
it. 1t meets only three per cent
of the requirement of fabrics of
the garments sector.

_The NBR Chairman, while
formally handing over the im-
port control to BGMEA on
Tuesday, said: "This is an ex-
perimental step; its success

will determine the fate of .

other deregulations”.

BGMEA President Redwan
Ahmed MP, however, assured
the government of playing a
responisible role in exercising
the power vested on the gar-
ments sector.
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Plastic surgery
hospital to be
set up : Huda

From Stafl Carrespondent

SYLHET. Oect 5: Inflormation
Minister Nazmul Huda has said
surgery hospital
would be set up im the country
Necessary cooperation and as-
sistance from abroad would be

sought for the purpose he
aclded
The information minister

was inaugurating a ten-day
plastic surgery camp at a pri-
vate clinic here this afternoon

A 13-member British team
of plastic surgeons is perform-
ing operations in the camp
jointly sponsored by Dudu
Miah, a Bangladeshi commu-
nity leader living in the UK
and the Noorjahan Poly Clinic,
Svlhet. Patients are being op-
erated upon free of cost.

The minister also sajd the
governmenl was trying its best
to meet the five basic needs of
the people. It was also working
hard to ensure the minimum
health facilities for the people.

Lauding the endeavours of
the sponsors, the minister as-
sured of all possible help in fu-
ture for such humanitarian
purposes anywhere in the

country.

The function was also ad-
dressed by Dr Naseem Ahmed
and Saleem Ahmed of the
Noorjahan Poly Clinic, com-
munity leader Dudu Miah. Dr
Maniruzzaman Chowdhury of
the Stone Crush Hospital,
Dhaka. Prolessor Golam Kibria.
Principal, Sylhet MAG Osmany
Medical College. presided.

A lost canine
cause

KUALA LUMPUR, Oct 5:
Malaysian dog-lovers today lost
their fight to save a Rottweiler
which attacked and killed a
70-year-old woman without
provocation two weeks ago,
reports AFP.

A local Malaysian Court
ordered three-year-old Le Roc
to be put to sleep and fined
the owner 3,500 ringgit
(1,400 dollars) or five months
jail.

The owner, Chew Cheng-
Mooi, 45, pleaded guilty to al-
lowing the dog to run leose
and attack 70-year-old Neoh
Kim-Lean while she was on her
morning walk on September
2]. Chew paid the fine.

The attack provoked heated
debate among those who
thought Le Roc had done no
wrong and others who saw the
dog as a deadly inenace.

The 13.5-kilogramme (30-
pound) Rottweiler had been
alternately described in news
reports as a gentle pet and a
beast which terrorised pa-
ssersby.

Chew said

the dog
trained and had never attacked
Anyone. '

Was

Newsprint

From Page 1 Col 4
ercise hooks made of news
print containing 120 sheets is
being sold at Tk eight to Tk 10
each.

According

Lo S0Urces,

. newsprint is being smuggled

in through different routes
along the border under the
glistrict.

When contacted. police of-

ficials said they were not aware
ol such smuggling.

Khaleda-Mahathir

From Page 1 Col 8 _
has alreadv reduced the tariff

on Malaysian palm oil.

During the visit: the two
prime ministers are expected
to review the outcome of the
Joint Comimmission meeting
held in the Malaysian capital
from August 17 to [9. The
Bangladesh side was led by
Foreign Minister Mostafizur
Rahman.

The
Minister will convey her per-
sonal thanks to her Malaysian
counterpart for agreeing to
take 50,000 skilled and semi -
skilled workers from Bangla-
desh annwally. An agreement to
that effect was reached on
September 25 by Malaysian
Deputy Minister for Home
Affairs Dato Megat Junid and
Bangladesh Home Minister
Abdul Matin Chowdhury. Ma-
laysia currently employs over
one lakh eshi workers.

During the visit, there
would be a follow up of sharing
experiences between the two
countries on drug detection,
prevention and treatment of
addicts.

‘Begum Zia Is also scheduled
to visit the factory of Proton
Saga, Malaysia's world class car
manufacturing plant.

The Prime Minister will
also visit the famous tourist re-
sort at Langkawi and spend a
night there.

Begum Zia will have an au-
dience with the King.

The entourage of the Prime
Minister will include Foreign
Minister A S M Mostafizur
Rahman, Labour and Man-
power Minister Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan, Special Envoy to the
Prime Minister Morshed Khan.
Principal Secretary A N M
Yusuf, Additional Foreign Sec-
retary Mohiuddin Ahmed, the

| DG of the Foreign Ministry, Far

East Anwarul Alam. A media
team will also accompany the

. Prime Minister.
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The Midnight File

US ready to send troops

to Golan Heights

WASHINGTON

Oct 5 The United States is prepared to

send troops to the disputed Golan Heights once Syria and

israel reach a peace agreement.
Christopher

Christopher said here

Secretary of State Warren
speaking to journalists

late Tuesday following talks with israeli Foreign Minister
Shimon Prres. said the troops would. be sent as part of an in- |

ternational peacekeeping lorce

reports AFP

el . -
12 killed in Pak bus mishap
ISLAMABAD, Oct 5 At least 12 people were killed and 26
ijured in a head-on crash between (wo passenger buses in

the Pakistani provinee of Punjab

today. an official said.

The collision occurred near the village of Lak in Phalla dis-
trict. the report said. adding that seven injured pzu;jt were
in serious condition in hospitals, reports AFP

Opposition : KhMa

From Page | Col 3

Referring to the post-inde
pendence political scenario.
Begum Zia said, "The party
which was in power had
grabbed the people's rights by
killing democracy. They kept
the people starving while they
themselves looted the national
wealth.”

Without mentioning fits
name, she accused the Awami
League of joining hands with
the ousted autecrats to desiroy
the democratic process.

About the Opposition's boy-
cott of Parliament. Begum Zia
said the people had elected
them to highlight their prob-
letns and epact laws for their
welfare. She called upon the
opposition MPs to join the
House and resolve ‘all prob-
lems’ through discussion.

The Prime Minister urged
all to work unitedly for
strengthening the democratic
process. 'If you have responsi-
bility to strengthen democ
racy. let us work unitedly. "

She alse stressed the need
for educating the people and
creating awareness among
them for ensuring overall de
velopment of the country.

Begum Zia sald the BNP
government has given impor-
tance o women's development
and provided loans te them to
attain self-rellance. She urged
the rural women to avail the
loans and build poultry and
dairy farms.

Referring to manpower ex-
port, the Prime Minister said
this government - has. sent
about 7.50 lakh Bangladeshis
abroad. s

Opposition
From Page | Col 5

Sheikh Hasina may chair
the ineeting. convened in view
of the coming visit of the
CommonWwealth Secretary
General’'s representative, due
to arrive in Dhaka an October

l. The same day Begum Zia
will leave for Malaysia on a
four-day visit.

The dates for the dialogue
would be fixed after her return

- on home October 14.

Presided thana BNP
president Ha.ﬂnml Talukder.
the meeting was also ad-
dressed by State Minister for
Establishmernt Aminul Hugq,
Communications Minister Oli
Ahmed. local MP Major (retd)
Shahjahan Omar, Prof Mahfuzul
Huq and Barisal district BNP
president Prificipal Abdur
Rashid.

Later, the Prime Minister
held a meeting with the dis-
trict administration and asked
the officials to create employ-
ment opportunities for women
and youths.

Begum Zia instructed the
officials to stop misuse of re-
sources and distribute fertil-
izer among the farmers at fair
price She also asked them to
take proper measures for dis-
bursing loans

Chma Missile

From Page 1 Col 7
global ban on such technology
exports and to consider join-
ing the International accord,
which it claims to observe.

“The two countries agreed
to work together to promote
missile nonproliferation thro-
ugh a step-by-step approach to
resolve differences over mi-
ssile exports,” the announ-
cement said.

Secretary of State Warren
Christopher. who signed the
agreement for the United
States, called it "a very impor-
tant step forward.”

“This is a giobal and verifi-
able ban on Chinese exports of
all missiles within the 300
kilometre range and a payload
of at least 500 kilograms,” he

Christopher said US moni-
toring of China's nece
would be easy. and that China
had made an unatlbi‘uuus
commitment.

Qian insisted, as m has
consistently, that China had
not violated the intermational
accord in the first place. -

“China does not engage in
proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction, including
missiles outside the MTCR
regime,” he said.

Bangladesh Prime -
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