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ROK breaks Sino monopoly

HIROSHIMA, Oct
5: South Korean
backstroker Ji
Sang-Joon broke
{he Chinese-Japa-
nese gold mono-

poly in Asian Games swimiming
Wednesday, but midway thro-
ugh the competition China
maintained its devastating
control oi the pool. reports AP,
. Behind Japan's Hajime Itoi
by 46-hundredths of a second
at 150 metres. Ji spurted
ahead to break his own mens
200-metre backstroke Games
record and become the first
non-Chinese or Japanese to
stand at the top of the victory
podium at the "Big Wave" pool.

The time of 2 minutes, 065
second slashed his won mark
of 2:03.59. ltoi. who owns the
Asian record in the event, won
the silver in 2:01.34 and
countryman Ryuji Horii the
bronze in 2:0].66.

The top five swimmers all
bettered the previous Games
mark. _

Another rare Chinese loss
came in the prestigious men's
100 freestyle. when the cen.
tral Asian nation of Kazakhstan
grabbed its first Asiad swim-
ming medals.

But after three of six days at
the pool., China had amassed
11 golds, seven silvers and two
bronzes, while the Japanese
had two golds, five silvers and
nine bronzes. The Chinese also
have a triple gold medalist in
Xiong Guoming of the men's

team and a quadruple medalist’

on the women's side — Lu Bin
with two golds and two silvers.

China's He Cihong came
within stiriking distance of her
own world record in the
women's 100 backstroke,
although Lu was ahead at the
midway point.

Her time of 1:00.71 was oft
the 1:00.16 record she set at
the World Championships in
Rome last month, but was good
enough to break the Games
record of 1:03.31 she had set
in the heats earlier Wednesday.

Lu was second in 1:00.97,
adding to her gold in the 200
Jfreestyle and a silver in the
100 freestyle in earlier compe-
tition. Japan's Miki Nakao won
the bronze in 1:03.12.

To the cheers of Japanese
spectators., Yukiliiro Matsu-
shita sped to victory in the
men's 100 freestyle in 51.09. ~

Kazakhstan's Serguei Bori-
ssenko took the silver in 51.26
and teammate Alexei Egorov
the bronze in 51.28. Both were
ahead of the Japanese winner
at 50 metres.

In the women's 400 free-
style, China's Zhou Guanhin
shattered her own Asian re-
cord set earlier this year and
downed' her favoured team-
mate Yang Alhua, 16, who had
won a gold in the event at
Rome. )

The 19-year-old Zhou trai-
led Yang until midway through
the race, when she turned on
the speed and finished in
4:08.40 to Yangs 4:13.17. Ta-

king the bronze was Japans
veteran Suzu Chiba. in 4:15.64
Zhou's earlier Asian mark had
been 4:09.22.

The night's final race put a
stamp on Chinese supremacy
as the women’'s freestyle quar-
tet powered to victory in the
400 freestiyle relay in another
games record of 3:43.35,

Shan Ying. winner here of
the 100 freestyle, led the way,
Lu anchored
swimming third was Le Jingyi,
holder of world records in
both the 50 and 100 freestyle

Japan won the silver in
3:46.41 while Hong Kong
broke into the swimming
medal charts with a 3:54.36
bronze medal performance.

China's amazing surge. in
swimming, as well as women's
track, has aroused suspicions
among a number of coaches
and competitors that some
Chinese athletes are using per-
formarice-enhancing drugs.

Many al Hiroshima have
comimented on the masculine
appearance of some of China's
women, a marked contrast to
the far smaller, feminine com-
pelitors lfrom other Asian

the team and’

turn accused Western coun-
terparts of jealousy fed by dis-
belief that a sport so long dom
inated by Westerpers could be
taken over by Asians.

Chinese coaches and swi-
mmers here have continued to
deny that the Chinese sports
establishment practises do-
ping. Winning swimmers at-
tribute their successes to their
punishing, all-consuming trai-
ning, and coaches talk of "sci-
entific and systematic training"
at high altitudes, traditional.
elergy-giving concoctions like
turtle soup and the tough
character of Chinese women.

‘1 would not disagree that
something helped them along
the way." Jack Simon, a coach
with the Thai swimming team,
says about the possible use of
drugs by, the Chinese. Butl he
also notes that China has the

"bigrest population pool in the

world” and that the discipline
of their swimmers is tremen
dous. : !

"They have other reasons to
swim fast. If you liyed in a mud
hut and someone said. "You
cian be great'.... In ofher words

=

South Korea's Ji Sang-joon punches the air on winning his
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country g8 first swimming pgold after the mens 200m
backstroke yesterday. Jy broke the Asian Games record he
set in Beijing four years ago with a time of 2 mins 00.65

secs.
countries. .
Although not citing China by
name, 18 coaches at Rome

signed a declaration asking .

swimming s governing body to
lake immediate action against

doping by any country.
Chinese sporting officials in

— AFP photo

{there is) motivation for them -

to climmb the ladder.” he said.
Simon sald Chinese officials
were willing te cooperate in
drug testing during training.
"Drugs can be masked. The
secret is to you got to catch
them during training,” he said

No stopping Chinese girls

HIROSHIMA, Oct
5. In a nailbiting
climax, Qiao Ya
edged past her
ieammates for
gold, completing
a flive-inedal haul for China
Wednesday in individual all-
round gymnastics at the Asian
Games, reports AF

Qiao needed 9. 425 points in
her last discipline, the vault, to
tie with teammate Yuan Kexia,
who was lying in gold medal
position ‘with a total score of

38 700 _
She completed two soaring

vaults that scored 9 500 for a
total 38 750. leaving Yuan with
the silver

China's 15-year-old Me
Huilan, who stands 4 feet. 4

hes (1.3]1 meires) and is
called "Mighty Mouse” by her
teammates, had seemed set to
take the gold until she fell on

the beam.
Mo's 9 925 in the floor ex-

ercises was the highesi score
of the night. but was nol
chough to compensate for Lhe
low 9.150 points awarded for
the beam. She took bronze
with a total of 38687

The Chinese women, aged
between 15 and 17, already
had taken gold in the team
competition Tuesday and
seemed sel 1o take more
medals in the individual appa-
ratus competitions on
Thursday

The Chinese men., who won
their team event Monday. also
dominated. with Li Xiaoshuang
scoring 57 650 points to edge
teammate Huang Liping for the

Huang s score of 57 OO0 in
cluded a competition high of
9. 850 points on the paralie!
bars. But he performed less
impressively in the floor exer-
cises and the rings scoring
9 300 in both disciplimes

Li. an Olympic gold medal-
ist in 1992 was consistent
t&ug;hau: He punched the

in victory after his last rota
ton on the rings scored 9.750
The apnly non-Chinese medal of
the day went to Yoshiaki
Hatakeda of Japan who took
bronze in the men s competi
tiom with 56 925 points de-
lighting the crowd wheo packed
the Hiroshima Prefecture
CryTrariassinarm

China s tearn was spurred

on by a large contingent of

flag-waving Chinese fans who -

cheered: "Go, China, Go!"

Huang Yubin, the Chinese
men s coach, attributed their
success to hard training and
“traditional Chinese wisdom."

The women's coach. Lu
Shanzhen. said Qiao. 17, in-
jured her leg three days before
arriving in Hiroshima and was
only able to train for a few days
before the Games.

Mo s routing on the uneven
bars included a spectaculgr
somersault that coach Lu said
was copied from the male

gyimnasts.
The routine scored "9.900

for Mo, who has lost two front
teeth during her 10 years as a
Evimnast.

China's third gvmnast in the
men's even. former world
champion Li Jing finished
sixth with 56 550 .

Li fell from the high bars
after a spectacular backward
flip. He was unhurt and con-
tinued his routine. but scored
only 9.150 points in the disci-
pline.

Minutes later, Tung Nien-
kuang from Taiwan also fell
and hit his head. He appeared
dared for a few seconds, but he
continued, winning warm ap-
plause from the crowd

China s Mo Huilian performs on the uneven bars dunng

the women s gymnastic 14

in Hiroshuma on Tuesda
-
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v event at the 12th Asian (;ames
Vi !.::'.tp!ur'lz'd J.[u]d with a score of

- AFP p hoto

ASIAN GAMES

MEDALS TABLE

IHIROSHIMA, Oct 5:;
Following is the third cayv
medals tally at the 12th Asian
Games here on Wednesday
(tabulated under gold, silver,
bronze and total):

G S B T

China 28 12 4 44
Japan 13 917 39
S Korea 14
Kazakhstan
Iran
Syria
Chinese Taipei
Indonesia
Thailand
Vietnam
India
Kuwait
Tajikistan
Kyrgyzstan
Uzbekistan
Malaysia
Brunei
Philippines -
Burma .
Hong Kong
Marau
UAE
Mepal
S Arabia

(12 extra bronze medals
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"_awarded for karate events and

men's and women's team ten-
nis)

Filipino pugilists
in fine fettle
HIROSHIMA. Oct 5: Red-

hot Filipino sluggers mowed

.down the field in Aslan Games

boxing today, taking less than
seven minutes to put two
fighters through to the quar-
terfinals. but Kazakhstan went
one better with three, reports
AFP.

Compact light-flyweight
Mansueto Velasco, who had to
batter his older brother Roel
in a Philippine qualifying
match for the right to be here,
scored the first knockout in
the Games, stopping Vanna
Thim in the first round.

The Cambodian was out
cold on the canvas for about
four minutes after he caught a
lethal right cross to the jaw.
but was later revived by the
ring doctor.

"His body was well-covered
so | had to work on his face."
said the 19-year-old Velasco,
who thanked his brother, a
bronze medalist in the
Barcelona Olympics. for giving
him the chance to emerge
from his shadow.

Asiad debutant Anthony
Igusquisa, showing a green-
horn's impatience, sent Bejan
Batemany crashing to the floor
with a right cross to the chin
in the second round, and the
referee stopped the fight a
short time later after the
Iranian took a mandatory
standing eight count.

"I just could not restrain
myself.” said the ban-
tamweight, who eschewed the
left jab and went for the hooks
and straight right from the
opening bell.

The Filipinos are now the
only country with a 100 per
cent record after two days of
competition,

The Kazakhs improved on
their first day showing by
putting three world-class
fighters through to the quar-
terfinals.

Middleweight Arkadii To-
paev, the reigning boxing World
Cup champion, forced a stan-
ding eight count on Mohammad
Harunur Rashid with 34 seconds
into the first round, and the
referee stopped the fight in the
next round to saye the Bangla-
deshi from further punishment.

Bantam Bektas Aboubakirov,
a former national champion of
the old Soviet Union, danced
cockily in the ring with his
gloves by his side and scored
almost at will against Moto-
chika Aharen of Japan.

And Boulal Djgumadilov, the
reigning Aslan light-flyweight
champion, comminated South
Korean Cha Kwan-Sul with a
standing eight count in the
first and a bloody nose in the
second.

Indonesia qualified two
fighters to the next round
while traditional Asian powers
Thailand suffered two upset
losses and won one.

India, Indonesia
in final

HIROSHIMA, Oct 2
Malaysia. the team that ousted
top-seeded South Korea,
howed 3-0 to India in the
Asian Games tennis tourna-
ment Wednesday, reports AP

Third-seeded India will
meet second-seeded Indo-
nesia, a 2-1 winner over Japan,

in Friday's final.

India's Asif Ismail beat
Malaysias Ramachandran
Ramaiah 6-1. 7-5 and Leander
Paes trounced Adam Abdul
Malik 6-2, 6-2 in Wednesday's
semifinal singles. Zeeshan All
Syed and Gauruv Natekar won
the doubles 6-1, 6-4 over
Ramalah and Wilson Kimhuat
Khoo

Indonesia won two close
singles matches against fourth-
seeded Japan, with Suwandi
beating Goichi Motomura 2-6,
6-3. 9-7 and Benny Wijaya
downing Yasufumi Yamamoto
7-6 (7-2), 3-8 6-3. Japans
Satosh! Iwabuchi and Ryuso
Tsujino beat [Indonesias
Wiryawan Sugiharto and Donny
Susetio 6 2, 6-4 in the dou
Frles

&
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Chinese gymnast Qiao Ya performs on the floor during the women's all-round individual competition at the 12th Asian
Games yesterday. Qiao scored 9.900 for the exercise and also took the overall title with a total of 38.750 points. — AFP photo

Taiwan's first, one more world mark 1n lifting

Koreans rise from slumber

HIROSHIMA, Oct 5: South
Korea burst into the Asian
Games gold medals column
Wednesday with three wres-
tling triumphs and victories in
swimming, fencing and bow-
iingr reports AP.

ts bowling winner missed a
perfect game by one pin.

China padded its medals
lead slightly, but its eight golds
for the day were only slightly
ahead of South Korea's six arid
Japan's five. It completed a
clean sweep of the nine
women's weightlifting divi-
sions., but slowed its world
record-breaking pace.

That left it with a total of 28
gold medals to 13 for Japan.
South Korea, shiit out for the
first two full days of Games’
competition, is trying to over-
take the Japanese and repeat
its No. 2 finish of the last
Games in 1990.

Taiwan won its first Asian
Games gold in 24 years. also in
bowling, and games newcomer
Kazakhstan picked up its first
two golds, in wrestling. .

The Chinese also added the
men's and women's all-round
gymnastics titles 4@ the team
victories Lhey had won earlier
and won three of the day's five
swimming races, all in Games

Kazakh cagers
down UAE

HIROSHIMA. Oct .5: Kaza-
khsian came from behind in
the second half to beat the
United Arab Emirates 72-63 in
the only Asian Games men's
basketball contest Wednesday,
reports AP,

The Kazakhstan team. onv
of five from former Soviel re
publics making their Games
debut here, outscored Lhe
Emirates 41-26 in the second
half for the win. their first of
the tournament. They lost to
the Philippines on Monday.

The Chinese women's team,
meanwhile. outscored Japan
91-82 in their first prelimi-

nary round match. The loss
was the first for Japan, who
trounced Taiwan
Monday.

Taiwan were roundly de-
feated again in Tuesday's other
falling to

110-83 on

women's match,
South Korea 101 B3

or Asian record times.
In bowling, South Korea's
Kim Sook-young rolled a near-

perfect 299 in the fifth of her

six games as she took gold
with 1,347 pins, smashing the
Games record of 1,270 set in
1978. Silver medalist Noriko
[nauchi of Japan was 121 pins
behind in second place.

[n the men's singles earlier.
Taiwan's Lin Han-chen took
the title and set a Games
record of 1.310, breaking the
B-year-old mark of 1.280.
Hendro Pratono of Indonesia
was second with 1,292,

R

THE 12th ASIAN GAMES

HIROSHIMA 1994 J

Taiwan had returned to the
Games in 1990 after being
kept put for 20 years in a dis-
pute with China. Both sides
claim to be China's sole legiti-
maie government, but weight-
litting, Zhang Xiaoli was the
only world record-breaker
Wednesday. In the 83-kilogram
class., her 237.5-kilogram
(522.5-pound) total broke the
mark of 230 (506) set by
Taiwan s Chen Shu-Chih in last
vear's World Championships.
Chen matched that 230 and
took the silver,

With that, China ended the
women s weightlifting with six
world records in nine events.

Other Chinese winners
Wednesday were Hua Ju at 76

kilograms and world champion
Li Yajuan in the over 83-kilo-

gram class. Li's total of 240

(528} was well below her own
world record of 260 (572).
For South Korea's Greco-
Roman wrestling golds, Sim
Kwon*Ho beat Iran's Reza
Aimkhah Asil at 48 kilograms,
Kim Young-11 defeated Grigori
Pulyaev of Uzbekistan at 68
kilograms., and Song Sung-ll
downed Vitalii Leikine of
Kazakhstan at 100 kilograms.
Kazakhstan won the other
two wrestling golds decided

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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Wednesday. louri Melnit-
chenko beat China's Sheng
Zetian at 57 kilograms, and
Daoulet Toulykhanov decisiond
Raatbek Sanatbaev of Kyrgyzs-
tan at B2 kilograms.

South Korea also won the
top two places in men's sabre

fencing, with Kim Sang-wook

edging teammate Lee Hyo-kun
15-13 in the final.

Japan swept the day's three
gold medals in its native fight-
ing sport of karate and won its
second equestrian gold of
these Games.

Toshihito Kokubun beat
Syria’'s Mohammad Nour
Shamseh 1-0 in karate's 80-
kilogram class, and Yasumasa
Shimizu edged Abdulmotalib
Al-Bargawi of Saudi Arabia 6-5
in the over BO-kilogram divi-
sion.

In the men's kata competi-
tion, in which athletes demo-
nstrate technique against an
imaginary opponent. Ryoki Abe
won with 47 .8 points from the
judges. Kadir Abdullah of Indo-
nesia had 47.0 and Richard
Anthony Lmm of the Philippines
46.6.

Japan, which already had
won the equestrian tearmn dres-
Eﬂcft event, placed 1-2 in indi-
vidual competition Wednesday
Mieko Yagi won the gold with
1.021 points and Yoshitaka
Serimachi the silver with 993

Aural therapy
for them

HIROSHIMA, Oct 5: The

- blind and retarded are getting

free ringside seats at-the Asian
Games Boxing Hall to "hear
the crunch of fists on noses
and faws in a novel form of au-
ral therapy. reporis AFP.

' Thirty-five wards and min-
ders from the nearby Hiro-
shima prefectural school for
disabled people. including two
on siretchers and one in a

wheelchair. were placed in a
special boxed-in area inside
the Naka Hall on fight night
Tuesday.

"We in Hiroshima want &
eryone to enjoy the Asian Ga
mes,” said Minoru Shimamura.
a site official of the Games
Organising Committee. "The
important thing is that they
feel the atmosphere.”

HIROSHIMA,
Asian Games briels:

Oct 5 (AFFP):

RADIO ANNOUNCER
MADE UP STORY

A 40-vear-cold radio an-
nouncer of the Asian Games
host network NHEK faces pos-
sible punishment for making
up a story during his live
broadcast of Sunday's opening
CEeremony.

He reported that tennis star
Kimiko Date was "waving her
hands and judo queen Ryoko
Tamura was smiling as the
Japanese delegation marched
But the two competitors did
not attend the ceremony at all
The announcer, whose name
was withheld, "might be rep
rimanded but not fired." an
NHK spokesman said

DONT CALL US

The Hiroshima Organising
Committee has pleaded Asian
(Games journalists not Lo over-
load them with inquires which
can be answered by the com
puter system or from regular
handout of results and other
data.

But the Japanese commpuler
database has drawn complaints
for being too slow. Getting an
athlete s biography can take up
to 10 minutes.

The plea was made in a
press bulletin which said. "We
can not respond to your indi
vidual asking directly made to
us.” But the committee mes
sage ended some helpful ad
vice: "For further information
Operations department’ and
also left a telephone number

SAMARANCH GETS
IRRADIATED
HIROSHIMA STONE

Hiroshima mayor Takashi
Hiraoka presented Interna
tienal Olympic Committee pre
sident Juan Antonioc Sama
ranch and national Olympic
chiefs from some 40 Asian
nations with pieces of stone
irradiatecd by the 1945 atomic
bomb blast here.

The granite came from the
pavement of the city hall de-
stroyed in the atomic bomb
explosion that killed some
140.000 people Hiraoka told
the Odvmpic Council of Asia
meeiing that the gifts might be
a remminder of "The excitement
angll shared desire for peace
generaled by the Hiroshima
Crames
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Today’s Cryptoquip clue: C equals B
The Cryptoquip Is a substitution cipher in which one
letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it

will equal O the puzzle. Si letters, short
mmmmm-w ve you clues to
locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error.



