Two get 7-year Rl
for snatching
in Pirojpur

PIROJPUR., Oct 5: Two
people were awarded seven
years rigorous imprisonment
with a fine of Tk 10,000 each.
in default, to suffer six months
more, for snatching away
money from a man. reports
UNB.

According to prosecution
story. Hemayet and Sarwar of
Kadomtala village in sadar
thana of the district snatched
away cash from the possession
of Komol Krishna of local
Grameen Bank. Whilé fleeing
with the money by exploding
bombs the snatchers were
caught red handed by the vil-
lagers on July 21, 1993,

A case was staﬂrd and po-
lice after investigation subrmit-
ted charge-sheet against them.

Special Tribunal Judge
Muijibur Rahman after examin-
ing the witnesses and rcmrdﬁ
found Hemayet and Sarwar
guilty and awarded the pun-
ishment last week.

Faridpur Lions
Club's 19th
installation

ceremony held

FARIDPUR. Oet 5: Health
and Family Welfare Minister
Chowdhury XKamal Ibne Yusuf
said here that the present gov-
ernment is ready to extend all
cooperation and support to
private medicare entrepren-
eurs to ensure better health
services . in the country,
reports BSS.

The minhister was speaking
on Friday at the 19th installa-
tion ceremony of the Faridpur
Lions Clulj-at Kabi Jasimuddin
Hall here.

The minister in his speech
invited the private en-
trepreneurs to come forward
and set up health care estab-
lishments because the existing
facilities provided by the gov-
ernment are not adequate to
meet the needs of teeming
millions.

To a proposal placed by a
lions office-bearer of Dhaka for
setting up a kidney research
institute in the country the
minister assured all possible
help and cooperation for the
project.

The function was also ad-
dressed by State Minister for
Cultural Affairs Prof Jahanara
Begum. Among others. deputy
commissioner of Faridpu
spoke in the function.

President- Shahjada Mia,

Yunus Mia along with
other office-bearers of Farid-
pur Lions Club were ad-
ministered oath for the year
1994-95. -

The function was presided
by out-going president
Shahjahan Molla in the first
session while the second ses-
sion was presided by newly-
elected president.

Pedestrian
crushed

under wheels

NARAYANGANJ, Oct 5 A
pedestrian was killed in a'bus
accident 6n Sunday morning
when a Ngrayanganj bound bus
ran over him near number two
Dhakesswari bus stand in
Sidhirgag| thana. reports UNB.

Police said. Firoj Miah, a
clerk of Port Education office
was standing beside the read
when he met the accident.
The driver. after the incident,

managed to leave the spot with
the bus.

After the news of Firgj
Miah's death spread. students
have started ransacking some
buses and pelting stones to po-
lice,

Police also threw tear gas to
_ the angry students to control

the situation. As a result,

people were injured.

During the clash, the road
communication between
Nara and Adamjee was
brought to a halt for twe hours
from 10:30 am to 12:30 am.

A case has been registered’
with the police

Resolutions
adopted to
face drought

in Gaibandha

GAIBANDHA. Oct 5 District
Coordination Committee
headed by the Deputy Comm-
issioner has adopted a number
of resolutions at a meeting on

Thursday o face the prevailing

drought situation in the
district. reports UNB.

Official sources said the
committee initiated various

schemes o provide jobs for
landless workers and hoped to
bring the situation under con-
ool

Meanwhile fertilizer crisis
has turned acute in the dis-
trict. The farmers alleged that
a sertion of dishonest raders
have enhanced the prices ol
fertilizers taking advantage of
irreguldar suppily

They urged the BOVETTITMET !
o ensure fair supply of lertil
izer and take steps to check

the price hjke

12,

NOAKHALI: The International Elderl ly Ua} 94 was DhEE]“u’E‘d In N-’Jdkh-':ih as Llsew here in the
country. A colourfull rally, led by the Deputy Commissioner Noakhali Md Mohsiur Rahman,

was brought out in the town recently marking the day.
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Crippling economy in Jamalpur

JAMALPUR, Oct 5: The
economy of Jamalpur disirict
is being crippled due to poor

production of crops for the last

few consecutive vears as well
as lack ef industrialisation and
poor Emplﬂ}?mf-nt opporturni-
ties.

The paucity of seeds. fertil-
izer, irrigation facilities, and
persistent drought contrfbuted
to the f[all of production.. The
marginal farmers, who consti-
tute about 85 per cent of popu-
lation here couldl not cultivate
their land properly for want ol
agri inputs including bank
loan,

- The total population of the
disirict is about 18 lakh. Only
five per cent are engaged in
business and services while 85

per cent dependent on agri
cultural.

A recent survey reveals that
over- 65 per cent of village
people live below the poverty
line and are compelled to sell
eut their produce in advance
to the local money lenders just
to maintain their livelihood for
a price much below the mar-

From Our Correspondent

ket rate, usually Tk BO to IDD
per maund,

Taking advantage of the sit-
uatiore. the local money len-
ders are doing a brisk business
by giving loans on high rate of
interest. :

The source said a large
nurhber of landless people who
lost their work as agricultural
labourers are passing days half-
fed or sometimes unfed.

They are forced to sell their
animals and utensils for mere
survival. It is learnt that the
price of bullocks has drasti-

cally fallen and about 50 per.

cent of the poor [armers have
already sold their animals.

The condition of the sugar-
cane growers is even worse as
they have incurred heavy
losses this vear due to lack of
marketing facilities. About 50
per cent of sugarcane pro-
duced in Lhe -district were
wasted.

People in different char ar-
eas of Jamalpur district earn
their livelihood by selling
sweet potato but the farmers
are facing problems due to
poor production at lower

' Miseries of farmers, fishermen
continue to increase |

'pr!ce- Sweet potato is sold be-
tween Taka 70 and 100 per

maurid. 1

A large number of fisher-
men were left unemployed
[ollowing sharp -::1E'c1inf in fish
production.

Most of the beels and
rivers have silted up causing
havoc to pisciculture.

To help solve the unem-
ployment problems a huge
quantity of rice and wheat has
been:sanctioned against uplift
project under the Food for
Work Programme.

But gross irregularities and
misappropriation are alleged.

The villagers are selling
their poultry birds and other
properties to meet their daily
necessilies, The price of land
has fallen for want of buyers.

Bangladesh Agricultural,
Development Corporation ear-
lier was the sole distributors of
irrigation equipment.

At present, - there is no
control over the quality of the
equipment for which low qual-
ity equipment have flooded the
markets.

Conice of SCEMR.B 1n Earidpur

fa

FARID 5t The first
regional ' co ceé of the
Society for thg Care and
Education of Mentally Ret#-
ded. Bangladesi» (SCEMR.B)
held here on Friday called for
providing education facilities
to the mentally retarded as
part of government strategy to

achieve universal education for
all citizens by the year 2000,
reports BSS.

The conference presided
over by Alhaj Firozuer Rahman,
president of Faridpur
SCEMR.B was attended by 21
representatives from SCEMR.B
branches in Khulna. Bagerhat
Kushtia, Bhola. Barisal, Jessore
and Faridpur.

The conference was inaugu-
rated at the local "Asha School
Bhaban" here by the Deputy
Commissioner K M Nurul Huda
as chief guest who in his
speech hoped that the confer-
ence would help in creating
mass awareness among the
people and contribute to the
welfare of the mentally re
tarded. Among others. the in-
augural sessipn was also ad
dressed as special guests by DP
Barua, president of SCEMR. B
Dr Gyasuddin Molla, secretary
general, SCEMR.B and
Mosharraf Hussain, member of
parliament.

Eightern participants in the
main werking session lastin
for nearly three hours und
-

Call for providing education
ilities to mentally retarded

the chairmanship of D P Barua,
emphasised the rights of the
mentally retarded for special
education.

Ahmed Jamal, joint secre-
tary of SCEMR.B, Faridpur
branch presented -the key-note
paper on the problems in this
field and suggestions for their
education and training.

Speakers called for ade-
quate support from the gov-'
ernment for incorporating the
rights of the mentally retarded

in the programme for universal

education for all, legislation in
the Jatiya Sangshad to protect
and promote the rights of the
disabled including the men-
tally retarded, survey for iden-
tification of these disadvan-
taged group throughout the
country. formulation of a spe-
cial curriculum based on the
mental retardation of each in-
dividual and creation of mass
awareness, |

In hjs presidential speech
DP Barua said that the rights of
mentally retarded by the fami
lies and the society in all fields
were being highlighted in the
context of UN-Sponsored in-
ternational year of the family,
1 994. He said, a national policy
for the disabled including the
mentally retarded is being
formulated by the Social
Wellare Ministry of the gov-
ernment with the participation
of NGO's working in this field
to ensure their rights in vari

vights of the large number of

ous fields.

Barua said, the government
strategy of education lor all,
has in principle, accepted the

disabled including the men-
tally retarded in the plan for
universal education. He said
the SCEMR.B as the national
interest organisation shall have
to take responsibilities to work
as a pressure group for realis-
ing the rights ol the mentally
retarded.

Discussants in the work-
shop included Mosharrafl
Hussain, MP. Mansurul Alam,
secretary. Barisal branch, Dr
Abdul Mannan. secretary,
Bhola branch, Meer Shawkat
Ali, secretary. Bagerhat
branch, Masuda Begum, prin-
cipal of Asha Schoo| of
Faridpur, Prof Nargis Begum,
secretary of Jessore branch,
Mohammad Shahjahan, trea-
surer . Faridpur branch,
Tawihidur Rahman, Treasurer
of Jessore branch, Asma
Akhtar Banu, teacher f[rom
Kushtia. Professor Nurul Islam,
treasurer of Khulna branch.
secretary general Dy Gyasuddin

Molla. first joint secretary
general, CDR (Rid)] A J M
Hamed Hossain. organising

secretary Sajida Kabir, NEC
members, M A Shafi
Majumdar, Shahara  Banu
Salam., M Faizullah and
Mazharul Karim.

e
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SYLHET A | member plastic surgery team from UK is now on a 12 day visit in Sylhet The
surgeons of Lhe te@m are seen with some of the patients ut Nurjahun Poly Clime recent|y
~Star photo
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- They deserve the challenges

Fm{er{rmspondmt

JHENIDAH. Oct 5: A tale of
a number of distressed women
who changed their lot from

the abyss of poverty and frus- -

tration.

Amina, Shabana Khatun,.
Gita Rani, Puspa Rani, Chapala
Rani and few others lmk for a
better life.

Amina Khatun, 39, a widow
of village Kusobadria in Sailkupa
thana of the district was: pass-
ing days in extreme hardship.
Finding no other alternative,
she took loan from the
Grameen Samaj Kendra, an
NGO. She borrowed Taka one
thousand making Chira and .
Muri, traditional. light food.
She sells 25 to 30 kilograms of
chira or muri on an average
earning about Tk 70 a day. ,

Shabana Khatun, 33, an-
other poor fellow of Amina of
village. Nagirat in Sailkupa
thana. She is mother of a son
and a daughter. She also took
loan of Taka one thousand
from the same organisation.
She earns between Taka 30
and 35 everyday husking
paddy.

Shabana said, she suffered a
lot as her husband deserted

Road mishap
claims two

In Savar

SAVAR, Oct 5: Two people

were killed and 15 persons in-
jured when swo trucks.col-
lided head-on on the Dhaka-
Aricha highway near
Jahangirnagar University early
on Monday, reports UNB.
« The dead were identified as
Makrum, 60, a businessman of
Hargar village in Saturia thana
of Manikganj district, and a
truck helper.

Eight of the injured were
admitted to Savar Health
Comglex and seven others of
Ganoshasthya Kendra.

Police said an Archa-bound
truck from Dhaka collided
with-another loaded truck at 4
dITl.

Bodies were sent to the
Dhaka medical College
Hospital for autopsy. A case
was flled with Savar thana.

A donation
with a
difference

SYLHET., Oct 5: A retired
oflicer of village Shilghat under
Golapganj thana of Sylhet dis-
trict- Ahmed Chowdhury re-
cently donated a pucca build-
ing gnd a piece of land measur-
ing half a bigha for the "Osia
Khatun Mass Education and
Rural Community Centre” in
his own village, says a BSS re-
port.

Speaking on the occasion
Chowdhuryessaid. he was in-
spired by the programmes
pursued by the Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia, for rural
mass edueation which was ear-
lier initiated by late presldfnt
Ziaur Rahman.

While handing over the land
and the building to the Thana
Nirbahi Officer of Golapganj he
said, the programmes adopted
by 1late President Ziaur
Rahman, now being pursued by
the Prime Minister, Begum
Khaleda Zia, are making posi-
tive contribution to develop
opportunities for rural mass
education.

He urged the affluent sec-
tion of the society to come
forward to make the govern-
mentl's mass education drive a
sSuccess, :

Valuables worth
Tk 6 lakh looted

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 5: At least
21 people were injured. five
seriopusly. when a gang of
armed pirates attacked a

Sirajgan] ghat bound passenger
boat coming from Jagannath-

ganj ghat on Saturday. reports
UNB.

According to witnesses, the
dacoits numbering 15-16
raided the boat. beat the pas-
sengers indiscriminately and
looted goods and cash worth
aboul Tk 6 lakh.

The robbers boarding an
engine boat attacked the pas-
senger boat at around 3:30 pm
when Lhe beoat was passing
through Char Chundni of
Kalihati thapa in Tangail dis
trici

Of the seriously injured. two
were admitied o Sirajgan)
General Hospital and three
nthers to Sirajgan) Communiity
Hospital.

Two get life term
for murder 1n
Brahmanbana

BRAHMANBARIA, Oct 5
Two were awarded lfe
term and fined Tk 6000 each
or in default to suffer wsix
months RI, for killing an old
worman at Sarail in the district,
reports UUNB

District and Sessions Judge
Md Furkanullah handed down
the verdict last Thurldus o
accused Abdul Azste and Fand
Al of Sidderswart village

!

her. However, she did not give
up. She is new self-reliant.

Gita Rani Misty, 31, a
house-wife changed her fate by
making chira and muri. She
too had taken loan from the
Grameen Samaj Kendra. Now
she is the second earning
member of the family and can
help her family with a contri-
bution of about Taka 30 to 35 a
day.

Puspa Rani Das, 40, of
Sailkupa leads a happy life with
her husband Narayan Das and
four children. One of her sons
passed this year's SSC exami-
natons. _

Puspa said , "there was no
peace in the family’. They had
tt}‘starvt at times.

About three months ago she
too took a loan of Taka one
thousand from the same NGO.
She’earns Taka 70 to 75 a day.
‘She along with her husband
now make different types of
handicraft items with cane and
bamboo. .

Chapala Rani Das, 35, also
earns out of making handicraft
goods. She said that for fund
crisis she was out of employ-

ment. Her husband.Haran
Chandra, Das a bamboo, or
conebased cottage industry
labourer, was also jobless. They
took loan from the NGO a few
months ago investing the
amount to purchase biamboo
and cane. They now about earn
about Taka 70 a day. Their
children can now go to school
regularly.

Taking to The Dally Star.
one of the directorss of the
Grameen Samaj. Kendra im
Dhaka explained to this corre-
spondent that to remove
poverty, illiteracy and some
other evils, the organisation is
doing everything possible with
in' its limited resources to
help.

Sailkupa unit has 142 cen-
tres in 135 villag:s in eight
unions out of 15 union
parishads including Sailkupa
Pourasabha. Two rnore centres
will be opened soon the direc-
tor informed.

According to the official
sources, the NG so far dis-
tributed Tk. 6.8:8,500 among
658 members as loan which

will bé recoverecl with 20 per

cent interest in 50 weekly in-

stallments. The kendra gives
10 per cent interest on savings
deposited with the 13 account,
throughout the village. The
loan recovery rate is satisfac-

official sour
¢ membe:rs C?slﬁ: organi-

sation from the very beginning
of the unit here accepted
tubectomy as a method of ster-
ilization. So fiar, 50 members of

the kendra have received tlie
tubectomy. The kendra has

also made temporary family
planning tnethod popular
among the members through
group discussiions.
| the imembers ol ihe
kendra here: can sign The
Kendra has three opeued nighi
schools and a day school 100
for womern:.

The Grameen Samaj kendra
members also established a
fruit and vegetable nursery it

was learnt .
e siurce said that the

kendra is also extending loans
for estahlishing small poultry
and dairy farms. When con-
tacted, s;iome members alleged
that a fe-w organisations in the
name of God claim that all the
NGOs have been doing anti-re-
ligious activities.

More youths taking drugs in Pabna

PABNA, Oct 5 : The number
of heroin and other drug ad-
dicts including those en
in illegal drug-trafficking have
increased beyond all limits
throughout the district.

So .far, according to an
unofficial estimate, over 100
young men died due to drug —
addiction specially heroin-ad-
diction during last ten years in
Pabna district and most of
them are reportedly from
Pabna town.

Although this district has
no border with India, it is
widely alleged that from the
neighbouring border districts
of Rajshahi and Kushtia, smug-
glers supply heroin to selected
places in Ishurdi and Pabna
town. It is further alleged, that
‘Lhe law enforcing agencies are
helping the smugglers. Police
however, arrested a number of
people involved in smuggling
and detained them. But the
bulk of the addicts and the 'big
bosses' are never found to have
been arrested. In fact, such
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'big bosses' have allegedly heen
able to build secret empirés of
their owr:.

Heroin addiction are found
among both. male and female
students, unemployed youths
and bus-truck drivers. Burt the
percentage of addicts is high
among youths. ;

The smugglers are report-
edly active in Ishurdi, Paksey.
Dasuria. Tebunia, Mooladute.
Ataikula, Bongram. Santhia.

71 affected with

diarrhoea 1n

- . &
Chapainawabganj
CHAPAINAWABGANJ. Oct 5:
A voung bov died of diarrhoed
while 71 people. mostly chil-
dren, were aflected by the wa-
ter-borne disecase in the dis-
trict on Thursday and Friday,
reports UNB.
Based. €. »f Anupnagar vil-
lage in Sadar thana dltd orl
T‘I’iurada}'

Kashinathpur, Bera, Chatmon ar
and Faridp ur.

In Pabria town. Radhana gar
Krishnapur. bus stand :irea
Edward College and B albul
College campus, Dilalpur
Gopalpar, .5halgaria. Fialach
andpur, Raghabpur., Dakshin
Raghabpur. Hemayetpur
Arifpur, telegram office area
BRTC terminal ar:a. Beltala
Road area, Gore "3angla area
and Mohila College area have
turned into safest dens for
heroin and other drug addicts

The situation is very grave
The addicts are also often
found armed who have been
comraftting crimes of various
nature, said a number of vic
tims who were mugged

As soon as day light disap
pears, youths start enjoving
drugs at different points in. the
town areas. (Un manv occa
sions. these drue arlidin s were
caught while committing
crimes specially while cplled |
ing tolls from shops and othe;
business cenires

TR programme in Sunéiagani

SYLHET, Oct 5: Works of a
total of 2768 schemes are go-
ing on in full swing in ten
thanas under Sunamganj dis-
trict during the current season
under Test Reliel programme.

When contacted an official
source informed this core-
spondent  that, the government
had sanctioned a total of ten
thousand metric tons of wheat
for execution of a total of
3569 schemes in the district,
this year. The thanawise break
up of the allocation against the
schemes include. 1500 metric
tons of wheat for 453 schemes
in Sunamganj sadar, 750 met-
ric tons of wheat for 321
schemes in Chhatak. 1.000
metric tons of wheat for 241
schemes in Jagannathpur,
1000 metric tons of wheat for
424 schemes in Drai thama,
800 metric tons of wheat for
207 schemes in Shulla thana.

10,000 tonnes of wheat
allocated
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7000 metric tons of wheat for
261 schemes in Deoarabazar

thana. 650 metric tons of
wheat for 176 schemes in
Biswambharpur, 800 metric

tons of wheat for 296 schemes
in Jamalganj thana, 1600
metric tons of wheat for 630
schemes in Tahirpur thana and
1200 metric tones of wheat for
585 schemes in Dharampasha
thana. :

The source further in-
formed that. about 30 per cent
works of the schemes had al-
ready been completed.

The schemes include, con-
struction and reconstruction of
kutcha roads, playground, ex-
cavation of derelict ponds im-
provement of educational insti-
tutions and government of-
fices.

Works on the schemes will
continue till December this
year. the source added.

Drought renders agri labourers
jobless in Rangpur

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Oct 5 : Although
the government has geared up
relel and the other activities
in mitigating the suilerings of
the drought-hit people of the
northern region, all these ini-
tiatives remained far to meet
the demands, according to the
information received here

from the remote corners.

There is no work in the
field, the prices of essentials
shot up beyond the purchas-
ing capacity of common con-
sumers and the prices of the
agricultural produces like jute
and others have come down
below output cost.

In most areas. the day
labourers have been selling
their labour in advance at a
very low rate between Tk

500 and 20.00. The poor
armers are also reportedly
selling their crops at cheaper
price. well ahead the harvest-
ing season to meet the irriga-
thon costs. Jute is now selling
almost everywhere below Tk
200.00 per maund much below
the produciton cost while rice
is being sold at higher rate
between “Tk 12.00 and Tk
16.00 per kilogram, atta is
selling at Tk 11.00 per kilo-
gram and soygbean oil at Tk
52.00 per litre. The prices of
fishes, fowls, eggs and meat
and other dally necessities
have also registered a upward

trend in the markets.

Due to drought and occa-
sional rains at least 50 per
cent aman cultivable lands ol
the targeted 16 lakh heclares
left unploughed, on the other
hand vast aman fields in the
region are being damaged for
want of water.

The well publicised agricul-
ture rehabilitation program-
mes has not yet been im-
plemented. it is further al-
leged.

There are also allegations
that the 4,100,000 metric
tans ol wheat sanctioned un-
der Test Reliefl and GR pro-
gramme the drought-hit eight
northern districts are being
ints-used.

Workshc;p on

compulsory
pry edn

in Barisal

BARISAL, Oct 5: A day-long

works pri-
melthn for the union

pnrrll.hnl chairmen and
commmittee chalrmen was hdﬂ
here recently, reports BSS.
Ten chatrmen and 30 ward-
comimitiee chairmen from ten

- unions ol sadar thana took part

in this workshop.

BRDB female
Inspectors’ training
ends at BAU

AGRI-VARSITY, Mymensi
ngh., O¢t 5. Vice-Chancellon
Professor Dr Shah Muhammad
Farouk underscored the need
for identifying the problems ol
larmers of the country with &

view to plan future agricultural
programmes (o augmen!
production. says a press
release.

Speaking as chiel guest al
the certificate awarding cere
mony of a ten-dav higher
training course on “vegetable
production and livestock and
poultry rearing arranged (o
the BRDB female inspeciors
the Vice-Chancellor called
upon the trainees to work in
the villages in order to atiain
self-suffickency in food. He said
village development is !
possible without agricuitural
development

Organised by the Graduate
Training Institute (GTI). the
fanction was presided over hy
GT1 Director Profl Dr M Tazul
Islam. Professor Md Amir
Hossain, course coordinator
.BRDB deputy director Nurul
Islam Akanda, Umme Salma
and Bishnapada Gowsami
spoke on Lhe occasion.

Later. the Vice-Chancellor
awarded certificates among
the liiinees.

One killed 1n
Jamalpur

JAMALPLIR. (x1 5  An oid
shop owner was killed hw some
niscreants in Sept 25 while
he protested (hetr anti social
activities, reporis UNB

According to police. Rehan
Ali. 70 of Beparipara in
Islampur thana has been doing
business on a plot of rallway
land after taking lease beside
the rail crossing

A few days back Ayubur
Rahman of she same village
built a house Hlegally on the
land adjacent to Rehan s shop
and allegedly started selhng
ganja and liquor The house
turned a den of anti-social
Rehan time and again
protested the anti-social activi
ties of the Ayub and his ac
complices

LI qr{‘”u-.n'u'l 24 "'L:_-F'
Rehan Ali again protesied the
anti-social activities ol Ayub Al

this Ayub became lurious and
on the following morning he
along with his four accom
plices dragged Rehan from his
shop and hit his head with
stones Injuring him grievously

He was rushed to the dis
trict General Hospilal where
he died in the evening. A case
was flled and police arrested
one Alinur in this connection
while other accused remained
absconding



