L

/First with the news,

Che Daily Star

\Best with the views

VOL.1V NO.

= Inside Todajr

Article

Political Party:
Deviation from

Meaning in the
Constitution

by Muhammad
Quamrul Islam
Page 4

International

Indo-Pak heated
debate at UN over
Kashmir issue

Mandela accorded
reception at White
House
Page 5

Business

Dhaka share market
yet to receive foreign
capital inflow

Plague casts shadow
over India's coffee

exports
Pages 6, 7

Women on
the Move

Advancing Women's
~ Status in Family;
Radical Rose with a
Passion for Politics;
Suecess against
Overwhelming Odds;
Whose Rights Should
We Safeguard?
Page 8

Metropolitan
Dhaka Day by Day

Light and Shade
Page 3

NEWS BRIEFS

CMCH nurses
start strike
From Our Correspondent

COMILLA Oct 5 The nurses
of the Comilla Medical Coliege
Hospital {(CMCH) have start an
indefinite strike today de
manding removal of the Sister
Tutor. Priti Barua from the
hospital The nurses gheraced
the office of the civil surgeon
in the morning 1o press home
their demand. The nurses
brought aliegations of nepo
tism and corruption against
the Sister Tutor

German doctors'
team due Nov

A team of specialisis from
Cardiac Surgery Department of
the Hamburg University ol
Germany will *work at the
Cardiac Surgery and Cardiology
Departments at the Combined
Military Hospital in Dhaka
from November 2 reports L/NB

Four more win
DV-1 Visa

By Staff Correspondent

Mohammad Abdul Hannan
2 student of the Jagannath
Umniversity College Dhaka was
seiected for DV-1 Visa by the
National Visa Centre of _he
USA. He is one of the 1 10,000
applicanis selecied through
lottery Our Natore correspon
dent adds. three persons of
the town won the US DV |
lottery. They are Marnumal Hug
of Kanaikhal: wvillage of tie
Sadar thana  Jahir Raihan a
driver of the local fire service
and Servia Sultana of Natore
Womer's Govt Coliege
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The Conunonwealth Secre-
tary General vesterday named
Sir Ninian Stephen. a former

Governor-General of Australia.

to be his envoy to Bangladesh
for mediating in the dialogue
between the government and
the Opposition.

Sir Ninian is expected to
arrive in Dhaka on October 11
to begin a series of consulta-
tions with the government and
opposition parties in a bid to
end the country's political cri-
sis, according to a message
faxed to the UNB office by the
Commonwealth Secretariat in
London.

His appointment follows
agreement by Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia and Leader
of the Opposition Sheikh
Hasina to a three-point pro-
posal put forward by Secretary

General Chiel Emeka Anyaoku
during his visit to Bangladesh
last month.

Chiel Emeka's proposal in-
cludes a dialogue gn the basis
of an open agenda which would
include any topics raised by
either side, such as strength-
ening the Election Corhmi-
ssion. the guestion of a care-
taker government to hold
general electiorts and propos-
als for an overall code of con-
duct to guide political activity.

As part of the three-point
plan, Sir Ninian would be avail-
able to both sides to facilitate a
dialogue aimed at reconciling

their political ditferences. He

will be assisted by twg officers
[rom the Commonwealth Sec-
retariat. :

"I am delighted that such a
distinguished Commonwealth
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 Emeka names mediator
for dialogue in Dhaka

figure has readily accepted my
invitation to ‘assist the process
of dialogue and the consolida-
tion of democracy in Bangla-
desh. Sir Ninian will bring to
this task a wealth of expe-
rience gained from out-
standing .service not only to his
country, Australia, but to the
Commonwealth and the wider
world,” Emeka said while nam-
ing his envoy,

Since the 1991 general
elections in Bangladesh, de-
clared by a Commonwealth
monitoring group as a triumph
for democracy. Bangladeshi
politics have become increas-
ingly confrontational, culmina-
ting in street protests and an
Opposition bovcott of Parlia-
ment since March.

During a visit to Bangladesh:

See Page 12 Col |
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia addressing a mammoth public meeting at the Rajapur
High Schoel ground in Jhalakathi district yesterday.

Opposition have become
imbalanced : Khaleda

RA.JTAPUR [Jhaiakaihi}. Oct
5: Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today criticised
the Opposition. saying they are
out to replace an elected gov-
ernment by an unelected one
in violation of the Constitution,
reporis LINB.

“But the people do not ap-
prove of their destructive poli-
tics,” she told a huge public
meeting at the Rajapur High
School ground here in the
afternoon.

Criticising the opposition
political parties for calling
programmes like hartals and
hbiockades for a caretaker gov-
ernment ¢ te replace her
elected government. she said
they have become 'unbalanced
secing the development spree
under the BNP regime.

But, she asserted that her
party would carry forward its
‘politics of production’ with
the ‘people’'s support and in-
tensily its endeavour to main-
tain the onward march of
democracy.

"The people want peace and
stability. They are in [avour of
development and democracy
They dont want hartals, block-
ades, anarchy and destruc-
tion.” she said

Describing the people s
support as the BNP's strength,
she said her party always re-
lied on the people and added:
“They are very much with us
and will remain so in fu
ture too, because the BNP has
established the rights Lo vote
and food for the people.”

See Page 12 Col 7

‘Monsoon bids farewe

By Asiuzzaman

The monsoon bade farewell
1o Bangladesh Tuesday without
causing adequate rainfall dur-
ing the last four months over
the country

We experienced an erratic
weather during this monsoon
It is very unusual but no! un-
commmon, the deputy director
of the Meteorological Depart
ment told The Daily Star

Throughout the monsoon.
the rainfall was far below the
normal, causing a drought-
like situation in parts of the
country.

Yesterdav s rainfall in the
city was net the outcome ol
the monsoon. the Met official

CHEIRY (Switzerland). O«t
5 The bodies of 48 members
of a religious sect, many with
plastic bags tied over their
heads and their hands clasped
in prayer, were found today in
an apparerit mass suicide re
ports AP

Police discovered the bod
s in the smoking ruins of 2a
farm and three ski chalets n
southern Switzeriand

[wentiy-three bodies. all
adults were found at a farm in
the camton of Fribourg, north
rast of Geneva police said One
man was in the farmhouse with
a bullet wound 1o the head,
and 2! others were in a con
cealed underground chapel
lined with mirrors. where they

Sabcl.

The country now has en
tered a transition period from
a wet and hot to a dry and celd
period preceding winter, due
within two months Already,
there is a nip in the early
morning air and the grass is
moist with dew

Met office sources said that
during the current month. the
country would experience be
low the normal rain as in the
past four months. During the
month, the Met office forecast
1 30mm to 150mm raintall in
Dhaka. 160mm to 180mm in
Chittagong. 100mm to 120mm

See Page 12 Col 3

48 members of Swiss religious
sect commit mass suicide

had apparently suffocated
themselves with plastic bags,
police said. Another body was
found in a separate building.

Some of the victims in the
chapel. which was reached by
a door hidden behind paneling
imn a barn. were wearing red
white and black ceremonial
robes said Beat Carlen. the
Fribourg police spokesman
Two women were wearing gold
robeg One couple was in an
embrace

(arlen sakd some sort ol al
tar was found in the chapel

e baches of 25 more vie
tims. including several chil
dren lyirng next 1o each other
were lound in three chalets in
4 skl area al Leg Granges In

— PID photo

Opposition
discusses
situation

today

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the Opposilion
parties in Parliament will meet
at the Sangsad Bhaban at
around 11 am today to discuss
the latest political situation in
the country.

According to sources, they

. are likely to discuss the third

letter received from Deputy
Leader of the House, Prof
Badruddoza Chowdhury in
connection wjth the proposed
dialogue beiween the govern-
ment and the Opposition. -

The meeting may also sug-
gest possible dates of a dia-
logue between Prime Minister

Begum Khaleda Zia and
Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina.

See Page 12 Col 7

Import control

Textile mills owners
demand their
representation

Textiles manufacturers re-
acted sharply lo the empow-
erment of the BGMEA 1o con-
trol imports by the garments
sector which, they feared, mi-
ght aggravate leakage of duty-
free fabrics into the local
market.

Giving reactions to UNB
vesterday, they suggested
strong monitoring of the new

measure so that it is not
The manufacturers also

demanded t(heir representa-
tion in the import monitoring
process.

'In principle. we do not
oppose any step towards
deregulation, but -our experi-
ences about the garments sec-
tor say there is every possibil-
ity of abuse of this power " said

Sce Page 12 Col 4
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Trade, investment to dominate

Khaleda-Mahathir talks

Promotion of trade and in-
vestment will dominate the of-
ficial talks during the forth-
comming visit of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia to Malaysia.

A 60-member team will ac-

connpany the Prime Minister =

during her four-day visit be-
ginning October 11.

The tour is at the invitation
of Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohammad, ex-
tended during his visit to
Bangladesh in February, 1993

Dhaka will invite Malaysian
entrepreneurs to promote in-
vestment in Bangladesh., Em-
phasis -will be given on in-
vestment in joint ventures.

The Prime Minister will

address a special seminar on

investment in the Malaysian
capital of Kuala Lumpur organ-
isedd by the National Chamber

By M Anwarul Haq

of Commerce and Industrv ol
Malaysia.

The seminar is expected to
be attended by a large number
of Malaysian business leaders
and members of trade and in
dustry.

To underline the impor
larice given to investment, the
Prime Minister's entourage
will include around 15 Bangla
deshi businessmen. who will
also take the opportunity to
explore business prospects in
that country and encourage
joint venture participation
Although part of the ofticial en
tourage, the businessmen will
themselves bear the cost of
passage.

Dhaka looks forward 1o ex
panding economic and techni
cal cooperation in different
spheres with Kuala Lumpur

Progress may be made regard-
ing the signing of a protocol on
vouth and sports and on ¢ul
tural exchange.

Bangiadesh and Malavsia
already have agreements on
shipping. avoidance of double
taxation and exchange of news
between the two countries

The two prime ministers
will have talks covering bilat
eral. regional and mternational
issues ol mutual concern
Besides, they are expected to
exchange views oan health
family planning, education arnd
rural development.

Bangladesh is likely o re
quest Malaysia to increase iis
import of jute and jute prod
ucts, Malaysia mav make a re
quest Lo inorease the cor
sumption of palm nil Dhaka

See Page 12 Col 6

Romena confesses crime

before magistrate

By Staff Correspondent

Romena alias Nomi. the
sole suspect in the grisly twin
niurder at Lalmatia in the city
Sunday. was sent Lo the Dhaka
Central Jail yesterday.

The 35-year old maid was
arrested from a village in
Manikganj and brought to
Dhaka late Tuesday night.

Earlier yesterday Romena
was produced in the Chief

Editorial on Page 4

Metropolitan Magistirate's
(CMM)] couri. She made a con-
fessional statement under
Section 164 of the Criminal
Procedure Code (Cr PC) before
magistrate MA Hannan. saying
that she alone had murdered
Nilufar Chowdhury and her
daughter Mahjabeen
Chowdhury Shoma.

Talking to newsmen at his
office yesterday seveming

Deputy Commissioner ol the
Detective Branch (DB) M Abdul
@Quayyum said that before being
taken to court. Romena was i1-
terrogated for several hours in
phases during which she made
almost similar statements,

Romena lold police she had
murdered both the mother
and the daughter with a bofi
within a span of around four
hours, said Quayyum.

Nilufar Chowdhury's son

Salahuddin Noman Chowdhury,

an engineer. left home at

around 9:30 in the moming on

Sunday and the mother left an
hour laler, Romena told police

She killed Shoma at around 11

am when the girl rebuked her
for not having
about a phone call when she

was in the bathrooem, the maid

added.
See Page 12 Col 1

Indian newsprint -

floods Natore

By Our Correspondent

NATORE. Oct 5: Taking ad-
vantage of a shortage of locally
produced newsprint, smug-
gling of Indian newsprint has
become rampant here.

Indian newsprint has cap-
tured a considerable share of
the market in the district
headquarters although the
smuggling of other items from
India has declined sharply lol
lowing the outbreak of plague
in that country

A fall in the production of
newsprint in the Khulna
Newsprint Mills has resulted
in a crisis in the country and
consequent price hike.

At the stationery shops in
Nafore town, smuggled news
print is being sold at Taka four
per 12 sheets and Tk cight
per 25 sheets.

Besides, ‘bound note or ex

See Page 12 Col &

DMC reopens but
no classes held:

By DMCH Correspondent

The Dhaka Medical College
(DMC) reopened yesterday bul
no classes were held due to
the doctors strike

The DMC was closed on
September 12 following a
clash between the activists ol
the Jativatabadi Chhaira Dal
(JCD) and the Bangladesh
(hhatra League (BCL) over the
occupation of a room at the D
Fazie Rabbi Hall

Earlier. the college was
closed for one month and 17
days from June 26 [t re
opened on August 13

Valais canton, southeast ol
Geneva,

Authorities said most ol the
victims appeared to be Swiss,
French and Canadian

Police satd they were as
suming the deaths were a mass
suicide by a religious sect
called the Cross and Rose It
was unclear if the group was
related to the Rosicrucians, a
centuries-old secret society
with beliefs In occull lore and
power, whose symbols include
the rose and the cross,

Literature for the Cross and
Rose and various religious ob
jects were found at the larm
house, along with an audio cas
sette, authorities said. They
did not say what was on the
cassetile

- g o
1

China to halt sale of missile
technology to Pakistan

WASHINGTON, Oct 5; China
and the United States con
cluded a major agreement on
Tuesday designed to halt the
spread of Chinese missile
technology. te Pakistan and
around the world. reports AP

They also agreed lo coop-
erate in promoting an end to
the production ol [issile mate-
rital for nuclear weapons.
Russian Presidemt Boris Yeltsin
proposed such a ban in a
apeech last week to the UN
General Assembly.

"We hope to see an early
and smooth completion of this
process.” Chinese Foreign
Minister Qian Qichen said at a
signing veremony dat the State
Departiment.

At the same time, the
Clinton administratien an
nounced it would remove eco
nomic sanctions imposed
against China in August 1993,
The sanctions stopped delivery
of 400 million dollars to 500
million dollars in American
technology.

Sanctions levied against
Pakistan in 1993 were nol
lifted, however. Discussions (o
"achieve key nonproliferation
goals.” are continuing., the
State Department said.

Pakistan long has been sus-
pected of working on building
an atomic bomb as a way of
countering India. which ex-
ploded a nuclear device in
1974

China has never admitted
selling Pakistan components
for M-11 missiles in violation
of an international agreecmen!
designed to curb the spread of
such technology. During Qian s
visit here, however. a way ol
of the dispute was arranged

China agreed not to provide
Pakistan with parts for ms
siles that could generate
enough energy 1o deliver a
500-Kilegram payload a dis
tance of at leas: 300 kilome-
tres. That is the minimumn pay:

lpad and range set by the
Missile Technology Control
Regime.

Also, the State Department
said. China agreed to obsene a

See Papge 12 Col 8

r—

-

Rahman, during the opening session in Madrid Tuesday

Spanish ‘King Juan Carlos (R) leans over to talk with the Chairman of the International
Monetary Fund and World Bank annual assembly, Bangladesh Finance Mimister M Saifur

— AFP photo

Plague: None
tests positive
in Bangladesh

None of those quarantined
on return from India have

tested positive for plague so,

far. the National Anti-plague
Comnmittee observed in s
eighth meeting vesterday re
ports LUUNB

The meeting was held at
the EP! Bhaban at Mohakhall

with Depuly Leader of the
House and President of the
Committee Frof A Q WM

Badruddoza Chowdhury in the
hadr

Meanwhile, the BDR ope
ned three new checkposts and
deployed five
leams in the border

The checkposts were
opened ot Bakal Satmile and
Sonabari in the bordering dis
irict for strict surveillance on
movemen! ol people into the
country from India

also mohbile

BMA to take decision
on strike today

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Medical As-
sociation (BMA) vesterday did
not make any announcement
to either withdraw or continue
the ongoing strike by govern:
ment doctors in view ol the
High Court's mandatory injunc-
tion Tuesday. asking them to
withdraw the strike immedi
atety

In a terse statement on the
resclutions adopted al an
emergency meeting of the
BMA execulive commitlee on
the day., the association said
“This meeting reiterates re
apect forthe rule of law”

Chalred by Prol M A Majed,
president of the assoctation,
the meeting also decided to
convene an emergency meet

ing of the BMA central counctl
today to "discuss the latest it

uation of the movernent and Lo
decide the future course of as

tion”

BMA:* officials however, re
fused to confirm or deny if the
asaociation was served with
the cou™ notice

Earlier on Tuesday, the se
retary general of the Bangla
desh Environmental Lawyers
Assoctation said that the noiice
was served on Lhe same day
The injuncltion was (ssued
following a petitton by the
AssOCiation

When contacted over ivle
phone last night. Dr Gazl Abelul
Huq. secretary general of the
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informed her
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Steps to improve
City tcansport
system

A meeting of the
tor the nnprovement ol trans
portaiion  system o
Dhaka metropolitan area was
held vesterdav at the Planning
Commission under the chair
manship of Dr Abdul Moyee:
Khan State Mimister tor Pl
nning. reports B55

The meeting was atteru'ed
by the representatives of ¢
Cern ministriers. agencies e
Bus-Truck Owners Assoqia
tion., Dhaka Sarak Paribahtian
Samity and the Banglades!
Sdrak Parnibahan Sramik Feile
ration

The overall trathic conges
tion problem and possible re
medial measures comprisiig
regularity infrastructural e
forcemert and mass awaretiess
aspects were discussed

ouehihy e the meeting

Task Foree

L!i’-*.|;r--'
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Dhaka's call o
Increase

resource flows
to LDCs

Foreign Mimster A S M
Mosiatizur Rahman
¢ alled for international support
for the development pri
Framines i f the
Developed (ountries (LI s
Almnng atl poverity eradication
popitlation control and envy
ronmental protection. reports
B55

Chairing the annual ouns
terial meeting of the LDCs n
New York, where he 1s leading
the Bangladesh delegation af
the !N General Assembly ses
sinng the foreign minister em
phasised the need for substan
tial increase in external e
source tlows to the LDCs wain
ing of their bilateral and mualt
lateral official debt. and abaoli
tion of trade barmiers for prowd
ucts from these countries

Mostafiz also called
transfer of technology to-the
LIXCs at concessional and pref
erential terms and provision of
new and additional resources
for programrmes seeking to
eradicate poverty,. control
population boom and proteg
tion ol environment [lfrom
degradation in these countries

These issues. he suggestied
ought to be forcefully high
lighted by the LD{U's at varnous
international forums and par
I ularly during the 50th an
niversary celebraiions of the
Untted Nations in the next
VIEAT

Mostatiz suggested 1the need
tor new gl corrective me.d

e e 12 1l

Biman gets tour
bids for supply
of new airbus
By Staff Correspondent

Four companies have ol
feredd Biman Bangladesh Air
Hies Lo supply two new A 310
W00 aircratt for which the
national carmer floated ten
ders. Biman sources said

Fuesdans

e

[ovr

'he cumpanies are (he
Airbur Industry the Eagle
Aerospace Consullant  Atlas

Airlines and Aerolease Group
of Compsanies

he tenders were opened
on (kwtober 1 and Biman s
technical wing was now eval
nating the offers ot the four
bidders

A Biman official said, the
tec hnical wing has been asked
o complete its evaluation in
two weeks

Biman had earler planned
lo procure two used midhaul
airbus but fAnally decided to
purchas¢ new ones [rom Ils
OWT! Fesources



