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121 h Asiad yesterdav. Guan, 20. smashed the world and Asian records fur the clean and jerk.

— AFR photo

HIROSHIMA., Oct
2 Chinese new-

swam the third
lastest time ever
recorded in the
| 00-metre [reestyle
to capture the first gold medal
of the Asian Games swimming

WaoincH s

competition Monday. reports
AP.

Making her Asian games
debut. the teen-ager powered

to a 54.40-second finish, just a
touch ahead of teammate Lu
Bin and fast enough for a
Games record, .
Lu, who won ftive medals at
the World Championships in
Rome last month, finished in
54.42 while Japan's Naoko
Imotlo was third in 56.67.

The Chinese women. who
won 12 of 16 events at Rome.
are expected to once again
propel their team to overall
domiriation of swimming at the
Lames. Thirty-one gold me
dais will be awarded in six davs
of competition.

In the other finals Monday
Asia’'s lop men's breaststroker,

Akira Hayashi of Japan. won
the 4A00-metre event in a
Games record one muiule.

2.04 seconds: China's Lin Li
took the women's 400 indivicl
ual medley and another Chi-
nese, Aaong Guoning. struck

comer Shan Ying'

= with

gold in the men's 200 [ree-
slyle. also setting a Games
record.

Hayashi, who placed lifth i
the World Championships in
both the 100-and 200-metre
events, broke the 4-year-old
Asian Games record of 1:02.60.

China's Wang Yiwu, 19,
swimming in his first hig in-
ternational competition. was
second in 1:03.42 and team-
mate Chén Jianheng came in
third in 1:03.94. Chen, who
had held the old record, said
he was too old at 26 and would
retire after Hiroshima.

Lin Li. holder of both the
Asian and Games records in
thhe 400 individual medley.
fought off a challenge by
teammate and world cham-
pion Dal Guohong in. the
breastsiroke leg.,

Lin finished .in 4:40.47.
Dai second in 4:45 64
Japan's Hitomi Maehara who
narrowed the gap over the last
295 metres. was the bronze
medalist in 4:46.42,

Xiong lowered the Ganies
men's 200 [reestyle record to
1:50.95, finishing just ahead of
Japan's Taihei Maeda, who
was timed in 1:51.08. Third
was Kazunori Hikida, also of
Japan, in 1:52.75. The old
record. set in Beijing four
vears ago, stoodd at 1:51.90.

Xiong, alsv making his de-

Shan Ying steals the show

but in rnaji::r competition. =.id

he had done nothing but vat,
slecp -and train over the past
six months.

In the day's premier race.
Shan was clocked at 26 36
over the [irst 50 metres and
held off a final challenge by Lu
te win in a time that broke the
4-year-old Games record of
253.12 set hy China's Zhuang
Yong.

Al Rome. Lu and teammate
Le Jingyi both broke the Lhen
world record of 54 .48, with Le
winning in 54.01. Shan's ef-
fort Monday mrade hers the
thifcl [astest time recorded.

Le. who will be swimming
in the 50-metre sprint here,
bowed out  of the 100 simce
she had just recovered from a
muscle ailment,

Shan said she and her
teammates were still tired
Irom the World Champion
<hips and were not in par-
licularly good shape. But she
and  other teammates said
China was looking forvard 1o
bettering more world marks at
the 1996 Olvipics in Atlamnta.

Asked why (he Chinese
woinen were so good. the 25
vear-old veteran individua
medley champion Lin said. "We
can take punishment, olier
can't. Eastern girls really
eal bittefness,”

A

Vega, Usha race into sunset

HIROSHIMA. Oct
3: Lydia de Vega
el P T Usha
ling time rivals
lor the “sprint
yueen of Asia”
tHh  will race into the sunset
al Hiroshima battling not to
finish last, reports AFP.

The gold medalists turned
housewives have decided to’
gve it ome more go for glory
at the Asian Games. Do not ex-
pect any records. but they 'de-
serve one lasi gold, for
longevity.

"This is definitely gniug to
be my last,” said De Vega. 29,
the back-to-back 1982 and
1986 Asiad 100-metre gold
medal winner who wants to
have a second baby.

"After this | will stick to
washing clothes. scrubbing the
floor and coeking for my hus-
band and kid."

Usha, 30, who won four
golds in the 1986 Seoul Games
and was deprived of a fifth by
De Vega, is taking part i1 both
relays and the 200 meters.
But she had a harrowing time
getting to Hiroshima and this

also be her swansong.

Vega and Usha will not
get a chance to race each
other. They even f{ace the
threat of an ignominious exit
in the heals.

The sprint gqueerr crowns
have already been passed to

Pl L sHA

the voung Chinese tracks siars.
Liu Xiaomi is the favourite in
the 100m sprint and Chen
Zhaojing in the 200m.

But De Vega and Usha have
assured their place in Asian
Giames history.

De Vega, once Asia's f{astest
woman, will race off to domes-
tic life after a dozen years of
service to the Philippine
Sports cause.

It will be a wrenching
farewell, as De Yega leaves her
country with no new sprint
hero to take her place.

Rhoda Sinoro, 26, will be
with her on the starting block
next week. But success has
eluded her and Sinoro may
find the sporting Cinderella's
running shoes are too big for
her.

At the rate the Philippines’
cash-starved sports progra-
mme is going, it may have (o
wait for De Vega's five-year-old
daughter Stephanie to give the
country its next Asiad ath-
letics gold. v

De Vega first turned her
back on the track after the
Seoul Games to elope with a
Filipino engineer. She missed
the Beijing Games in 1990,
due to injury. :

She hit the comeback trial.
to rescue her couniry's falter-
ing sports fortunes. But the
reswlts have been modest. The
Chinese., and others. have
catight and overtaken her,

De ‘»’ﬁ was forced I?uH
Asiad becoming
too big?

HIROSHIMA. Oct 3: Japan's
lop sports administrator, al-

“though elated at the successful

opening of the Asian Games
here on Sunday, warned the
event was becoming too big.
reperts Reuter.

It's time for us to limit the
total aumber of participants
and events at the Asiad to ease
the ecomomic purden on the

shoilders ol hosting cities.”
Hironoshin Furuhashi. Presi-

dent of the Japanese Olyinpi
Conunittee (JOC), sald aflier
the opening ceremony of the
LRSS

he appeal may not meet

h much support frem pros
pective host cities or thos«
who have staged them before
because most of them have
cither added or are in the
process of trying to add home-
grown disciplines to (he
(arnes

Both China's wushu and
india's kabaddi are sports that
have gaimed admission in the
(rames despite their limited
appeal and obscurity before the
cvent was staged in Belfing and
New  [Dedhi

out of the Singapore Open
Championships last mnoath to
avoid injury after being laid low
with fever and cold.

' Her best time this year,,
11.60 sec for the 100m is way
ofl her 1986 personal best of
11.28 sec. Liu did 11.02 sec
last year.

Life will also turn full circle
for the Indian track queen,
who exploded on the scene
from total obscurity in the
1982 New Delhi Games to be-
come an instant media darling
who had a movie made about
her life.

Usha narrowly missed a
bronze medal in the Los
Angeles Olympics 400m hur-
dles, but beat De Vega in the
200 meters at the Seoul Asiad
in 1986.

The Beljing Games in 1990
were already tough. India has
also found it needs a new
sporting hero, but the come-
baek trail from meotherhood
and injury was laced with tears
for Usha as she fought to claim
her berth for Hiroshima.

She wept after 10 stubborn
leammates falled to turn up
and forced her to run the na-
tionat 200m trials alone. "Al

least they could have told me"
she cried.

The Indian hﬂl spent nearly
all the four years since the
Beijing Games devoting herselfl
o beinge a wile

anl a mother

LYDIA DE VEGA

HIROSHIMA. Oct 3: A sexu-
ally suggestive booklet was
handed out at official Asian
(iames sites here on the week-
end promoting nightclubs, in-
viuding one where women
wear wedding dresses, and gay
pubs, réports Reuter.

Games organisers are al-
ready embroiled in a sex row
over their decision to only is-
sue "'condoms on demand” to
athletes and the booklet is
likely to set off a new furore.

The booklet, called "Hiro-
shima night walker," included
1 message from Toshihiko Ma-
~1i. the accommodation:chief
ol the Astan Games.

The 42-page guide to the
~teamy side of nightlife in this
weslern city which boasts one
of Japan's most powerful
viikuza gangs, has a cover
photo showing a woman wear-
ing only a man's jacket and
holding a bottle of alcohol.

It recommends 60 night-
clubs. karacke bars and gay
[]le‘: with names like "Fairy",
"Marlene”. and "Fuzz".

Photos show women in dif-
[erent poses wearing every-
thing [rom wedding.dresses to
kimonos to cheerleading out-
lils.

"There are 30 beautiful girls
here.” one advertisement said.

Gay bar advertisements
show young men with their
shirts open and one establish-

ment boasts an owner who is a

former volleyball player who is
190 cm (six feeb three inches)
tall.

Entrance prices range from

.2.000 yen to 16,000 yen with
the sky the limit for other ser-
vices.

"We hope we can put this
‘Hiroshima night walker' to
practical use together with a
tourist guide as well as restau-
rant guides in order to know
Hiroshiima.,” Games accommo-
dation chief Masui wrbte.

Although condoms have
been handed out freely at re-
cent major sports events as an
anti-AIDS measure. organisers
here require athletes to pick
them up at the Athletes' Me-
dical Centre. _

Athletes can only receive
three condoms each time 1hes
15k

Japanese press
slams opening
ceremony

HIROSHIMA, Oct 3: A rude.
mitlitaristic and insulting cer
emany put on by a spoiled
people was the official concln-
sion of one Japanese newspd-
per of the Asian Games open:
ing. reports AFP,

The Mainichi Shimbun daily
attacked the 50.000 people
packed irfto the Hiroshima 'big
arch’ stadium Sunday. saying
they “failed to show enthusi-
asm during the entrance of the
delegations.”

It said a traditional Japa-
nese sword dance at the cere-
mony alarmed one reporter
from the Chosun Ilbo news-
paper in South Korea, a
country subject to centuries of
Japanese domination.

"To the invaded side, the
performance seems to mean
that Japan will take up swords
and invade Asia." he said.

Tatsuo Sora, 66. vice
chairman of an association of
survivors of the city's 1945
atomic bombing, was angry
that the Japanese natidnal an-
them "Kimigayo" (Your Reign)
was sung.

“To me, an atomic-bomb
survivor, the anthem is noth-
ing but a reminder of Japan's
militarist past.” Sora main-
lained.

‘I wonder how the young-
sters from Asian countries in-
vaded by Japanese troops fell
about i1.” he wrote in Mainichi.

The newspaper suggestied a
certain rudeness on the part of
the crowd In their welcome
for athletes, many of whom
went through a considerable
struggle just to be there.

“There was smaller ap
plause than expected for
Cambodia, which has returned
after a break of 18 war-torn

years, and for the five central
Aslan

Republics which are
making their debut fellowing
the breakup of the former
Soviet Linion.

~ "The Japanese mighi be
seen as a people spoiled by
peace if they let down the
yinimgsters who have come de-
spite different kinds of sulfer-
Ing.” il said.

Berasategui
prevails

PALERMO. Sictly, Oct 3.
Top-seeded Alberto Berasa
legul survived two match
points before prevailing 2-6. 7
6 (8-6), 6-4 over Alex Corretja
in an all-Spanish final at the
Sicilian Open Sunday, reports
AP

Berasategui. ranked ninth
ont the ATP Tour, earned
42.000 dollars for his fifth ATP
Tour victory in 10 finals this
SEAKON,

The Spanish pla said he
was lucky to rally from 3-5 in
the second set to force Lhe
tielyeak and win the sel 8-8

rasategui, who was »a
finalist In this years Frencl
Upen, needed two hours asd

26 minutes to overcome his
fellow Spaniard.

1

HIROSHIMA, Ja-
par. Oct 3: China
dominated the
men s team gym:
nastics compe-
lition at the Asian
Games here on Monday, while
South Korea easily beat out
Japan for the silver.. n:pﬂrta
Reuter.
China

flniahﬂd -wnh

. 286.600 points from the six

events, South Korea had
283.575 and Japan 281.550.

China's Li Xiaoshuang was
%he top competitor with
37.900 points, followed by
teammates Li Jing with 56.900
and Huang Liping with 56.800.

Huang won a gold medal in
the parallel bars alt the 1994
World Championships in April
inn Brisbane. Australia. and
proved that was no fluke by
scoring the highest score ol
the day, a 9.850. in the same
event before an enthusiastic
crowd at the Hiroshim.
Prefectural Sports Centre.

"We- are very satisfied wnil
lhe result.” said head coacl .
Huang Yubin.

“In today's competition the
Chinese team was able to show
all the ability’ we have. Most ol
our good gymnasts have quali-
fied for the individual events."

~Huang added.

Besides winning the parallel
bars Huang also won the hori
zontal bar with a score af
9.850. " i

Huang Yubin said rule
changes made by the Federa-
tion of International Gymnas-
tics (FIG) have made it difficult
to score higher than that,

"Because of the FIG rulinps
it is proving difficult to get a
perfect score.” he said. "A 9.8
or a 9.9 is a good score."

The f[loor exerciscs

Philippines’
cagers down .
Kazakhstan

HIROSHIMA, Oct 3: The
Philippines’ team of profes-
sional all-stars opened 1L«
basketball competition at the
Asian Games Monday with an
89-76 victory over Kazakhstan,
reporis AP.

Lead scorer for the Fili

pinos. who are coached by
former Detroit Piston Norm

Black. was Alan Vito Caidic.
whao hit for 27, including 7 o
9 three-point attempts. i

The Philippines led frou
the start and were ahead 48
27 al halftime. The Filipinos
eased up in the second half
scoring 41 points to Kaza-
khstin's 49,

WETE

Six

B\ ( Hiroshima \ China wins men's team
night walker

led by South Koreans Yeo
Hong-Chui and Yoo Ok-Ryu
with scores of 9.650 while
Japan's Yoshiaki Hatakeda and
China's Huang Huadong had
top scores of 9.800 in the
pommel horse. ;

Yoo also had the highest
score on the rings with a
9.725 and teammate Yeo
Hong-Chul's 9.700 was+ the
best on the vault. Li Jing said
lie increased his normal prac-
tice time of four hours a day to
in preparation for the
Games.

The 24-year-old said ofle of
his goals was to make the
Chinese - team for tlie 1996
Olympie Games in Atlanta.

‘I want to go there and I
think [ can if my training is
sowd.” he said.

Huang Yubin, 36, was the
world rings champion in 1979
and he said the economic re-
forms in China have chanoed
tl:li.:l:_-- bk
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-F'mntlng a finger at Li Jing,
he ;nked "Now they can make
money.’

Kazakhstan ﬁnlshed a dis-
tant fourth with 276.175
points and their star Valeri
Lioukine ended with just
95.700 points.

"Lioukine was a very good
gymnast before the break up of
the Soviet Union (in 1991) but
since then his training has
fallen off,” Huang said.

Lioukine  finished 14th
overall. just qualifying in the
top 116 for the individual com-
petition on Wednesday. Thai-
land finished (f{ifth with
254 550 points.

China is also the favourite in
the women's team event which
will be held on Tuesday.

China will be led by 16-
year-old Ye Linlin, the national
women's all-round champion
and Qiao Ya. the national
champion in the (loor over-

{"i o

Chinas Lo Xiaoshuang hits the vauh
gymnastics téam event at the 12th Asian
Hiroshima yesterday. China took the gold.

the men's
(rame= In
— AFP phote

during

HIROSHIMA, Oct 3: India
and China, the two most popu-
lous nations in the world. are
at the Asian Games here but
their fortunes in sport could
net be more different, reports
Reuter, .

China is a sport super-
power, India an also-ran trail--
ing far behind many countries
only a fraction of its size.

The gulf is only expected to
get wider by the time the
Asian Games end on October
16.

China, with a population of
1.3 billion, expects once again
to head the medals table with
100 golds while India with
200 million people will be
happy to just improve on the
one gold and 17th place it
took at the last Games in
Beijing.

Officials from both coun-
tries point to the role of
women In society as a key rea-
son for the divide between two
nations which make up nearly
hall of the world’'s five billion
pnpuhti:m

Chirra's deputy sports min-
ister Xu Yingsheng believes
China’s success in sport is due
to its ability to break tradi-
tional Asian taboos against
wolnen in sport.

He says China's c’urrent
crop of womén swimmers un-
dergo & harder training pro-
gramme than their male
counterparts.

Vijay Kumar Malhotra, an
official of the Indian Olympic
Association, blames its losing
sireak on centuries of foreign
rule, ending in 1947 with the
withdrawal of the British.

"Over centuries of foreign
occupation, our women devel-
oped concepts of modesty angl
shame that made them hesi-
tant to take part in sports . . .
this attitude has (o be
changed.” he added.

China. never completely oc-
cupied by a foreign power, has
come to depend on its women
for sportirig glory.

Its achievements in swim
ming and middle distance
running read like a roll of
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One wins all, one watches

honour in women athletics

Chinese women swimmers
won 12 of 16 gold medals and
set five world records .1
August's World Championships
provoking a flood of drug 11se
accusations from some west-
ern coaches.

They ‘are led by 100-metre
and 50-metre freestyle world
record holder Le Jingyi am
100-metre. back stroker He
Cihong. -

The divers are equally im
pressive and show few signs .of
relaxing the grip they estab-
lished on the sport in both the
men's and women's disciplines
a decade ago.
~ In track and field. China is
building up an equally fear-
some reputation.

Its first world champion,
shot putter Huang Zhihong, is

still competing although sh¢ =

has now been overshadowed byv
the team of women middle
distance runners, called Mn's
Armv after their coach. Ma
Jvmnen,

The By Star 11
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fake Filipinos

MANILA. Oct 3: Fifty-five
Filipinos posing as Asian
Games athletes were deported
from Japan after officials dis-
covered the group wanted to
slip into that country illegally
and find jobs, it was reported
Monday. reports AP,
The ersatz athletes wore
[ake Philippine team uniforms,
simulated stickers on their
baggage and carried forged
identification cards when they
showed up at the airport in
Fukuoka on the southernmost
main Japanese island of Ky-
ushu, the newspaper People's
Tonight reported.

They were sent back to the
Philippines late Sunday.

Peoples’ Tonight quoted the
group's leader. Jerry Velasco.
as saying the counterfeit com-
petitors hoped to slip into
Japan because its povernmen
had waived visa requirements
lor athletes in the games.
which opened Sunday in
Hiroshima, also on Kyushu.

Velasco said the men and
women left the Philippines
heginning Sept 26 in groups of
|1 0. rendezvoused in Bangkok,
Thailand and then flew to
“eoul before arriving Fukuoka.
wcording to the newspaper

"We were almost in.’
Velasco reportedly said. “But
~nmeone checked the master
list of Filipino athletes and
O Ol oadr DGnes wers o i’

Asked Qow he managed to
gel lake uniforms and ID
cards, Velasco told the news-
paper: "Secret of the trade "

The newspaper said Velasco
received 50.000 pesos (dirs
2.000] from each of the aspir-
g emigrants,

"1 did not try to short
rhange them.” Velasco report
villy said. "If they could not
~ineak in this time. they will
rext time.”

The Philippines is on wat-
t li-lists kept by several foreign
countries because of wides-
pread reports of Filipino tou
rists working illegally abroad

Novotna comes
good at last

LEIPZIG, Germany. Oct 3
lina Novotna ended a se-
(uence of three consecutive
leleats in the Leipzig women's

| tirand Prix tennis final by lift-

g the title on her 26th
irthday on Sunday, reports
eeLiter,

Second-seeded Novotna of
the Czech Republic beat top-
seed Mary Pierce of France 7-
5. 6-1 in 86 minutes, having
lost in the final to Steffi Graf in
each of the previous three
VEars.

Greéted on court by a
‘happy birthday”™ chorus
Novotna made a shaky start
She soon trailed 3-0 and was a
5-2 down before she pulled
her game round,

Pierce. world ranked fifth.
opened with powerful ground
strokes to the baseline but
flound herself having trouble
once Novotna regamed her
pace and began to dominate
the net.

Navratrlova to
play in HK

HONG KONG, Oct 3. Tennis
legend Martina Navratilova will
make a farewell appearance in
the Hong Kong's First Pacific
Bank Challenge next Jan 5-7.
organisers announced Monday,
reports AP,

The names of three other
players in the exhibition tour
nament were not yet named.

*Navratilova announced ear
lier this year'that she has de-
cided to retire from profes-
sional tennis after winning 167
singles (itles in a career span-

| ning 1mmore than two decades
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Yesterda : THE EDITOR OF MY

s
ABRIDGED EICTIONARY MIGHT BE CALLED AMAN

OF FEW WORDS.

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: S equals C

TheC

p Is a substitution ciphe
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letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it
will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short
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