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Dhaka Day by Day

Thanks to Surat for One Thing

by Lamis Hossain

Why criticize Surat wlken we have a garbage
problem festering in our own backyvards?
Rubbish strewn on the city streets and con-
tainers spilling over with chicken innards,
vegelable peels, chewed bones, egg shells,
plastic bags make our m'h' a prime breeding
ground for disease

We may be quick to {DI"IL'}EI.'HFI the Dhaka
City Corporation for the mess, but H. in turn,
blames us. Well, some of us at least: the DCC's
Public Relations Officer claims, "The problem
is due to garbage disposal at the wrong time
and the wrong place. We take the refuse away
but the public keep throwing it. whenever and
wherever they please”. The authorities believe
that they fulfil their side of the bargain by
clearing garbage everyday. in two shifts : 6am-
2pm for most of the city, and after 6pm for
Motijheel and Old Dhaka. according to the
normal timetable.

" A garbage heap in Dhaka —Star Ph{}tﬂ

There is some truth to their allegations that
Dhaka inhabitants lack civic sense. In devel-
oped countries, such as Japan and England.
the envitonmental message is so effective thai
you feel ashamed to throw anything outside the
provided bins. How can you pollute Her
Majesty's homeland, when there are "Keep

Britain Tidy" signs staring at you everywhere?

The occasional littering is done very surrepti-
tiously — by pretending that the rubbish has
accidentally escaped your hands. Your then have
to live with the pguilt.

In Dhaka, people litter openly and freely.
with a clean conscience. Car windows are
rolled down to spit out betel leaves or to dis
card banana peels, used tissues and candy
wrappers. Our streets are treated like national
garbage bins.

AL horme. we entrust seryvants with the dis-
posal of household waste, which they offload in
[ront of someone else's house or anywhere
other than the designated location. Others fol-
low suif and soon. a clean area becomes an

unofficial dumping ground. Home owners need -

to appreciate the value of a hygienic environ-
ment themselves. before they can teach their
SETVants.

Residential areas have also been turned mlu
farms. Stray dogs and chickens rummage
throngh trash containers and spread the detri
tus. while empty plots are used to rear cows
which defecate along the sireets

Yel. surely the public's behaviour indicates
the DCC's failure to instil awareness among the
people? "Public awareness is lacking but we
have tried and we are continuing our efforts’
the Public Relations Officer replie. "Gharer rog

Thai envoy
meets Noman

Thai Ambassador to Bangla

" Important

tera . loosely translated as stiff-necked, is his
explanation for the public problem. People
know that the city should be kept clean. but
Dhakaites stubbornly adhere to their old
habils. "Ask any street hawker if he knows
when .and where he should dispnse of his
gartr-age and he will reply, 'Yes'," the PR officer
explains, "But ask him whether he follows it
and you'll get a shrug and an excuse’.
Draconian laws like Singapore may be the only
solution for us,

Inborn national obstinacy could be partly at
fault. but the publicity efforts of the DCC have

not been impressive either. There are no TV

~ads on keeping the country clean akin to. say.
. "Do you know how

the 'plant a tree' campaign
expensive TV ads are?” The PR official retorts,
"A B0 seconds spot costs Tk 28,000,
Civic messages should he given free

T ——

air-time by the government.

Funding is a sore issue. The DCC officials
claim that government cooperation is lacking.
"We need more financial assistance and subsidy
to modernize Dhaka. Even following the plague
scare, there has been no assurances to increase
long-term_ funds. The World Bank is currently
financing the purchase of containers and
ks, A 12 per cenl tax is also levied from
home owners. lwo per cent of which goes
towards conservancy. The World Bank has sug-
gested that two per cent is too low”. the DCC
official informs, "But there are no plans to in-
crease the tax as it will be difficult to persuade
the already reluctant home owners".

If a trash truck is spotted in the citv. it is
usually carrying the ghastly load at the worsi
possible 1ime. The smell of waste pulrefying
under the hot mMmdday sun reaches your nose
white you are stuck fn a traffic jam.

The Corporation officials admit that they
have failed to motivate the public to a certain
extent. They acknowledge that DCC is not im-
mune from the general slackness prevalent in
Bangladesh., but the plague scare has propelled
them into action. An emergency meeting with
the Anti-Plague Committee decided. among
other things. to clear all garbage by 5pm ev
eryday. This. however. is part of an emergency
measure and not a long term plan. Future pro-
posals include implementing existing penalties
nf imprisonment and fines.

We can only wait and see whether the fear
of plagug will lead to permanent improvemenits
in DCC policies and fundamental changes 1n
public, attitude. Il so, we can thank Surat for
one thing at leasi

Metropolitan

Children’s Day observed |

World Children's Day was
observed in the country yes-
terclay with a call for cn:atmg
awareness about the rights of
children, reports UNB.

The day has been observed
globally on the first Monday of
October every year since 1953.

To mark the day, govern-
ment and non-government or-
ganisalions organised elaborate
programmes including discus-
sion, cultural function, film
show dnd essay, art and draw-
ing competitions.

Among the government
programmes was a colourful
¢hildren’s procession brought

-out from the Shishu Academy

premises in the morning. State
Minister for Women - and
Children Affairs - Sarwari
Rahman led the procession or-
ganised by her ministry.

The children carried plac-
ards, festoons and banners
with slogans like “Stop Child
Rtpreﬁsinn and “"Punish the

Oppressors™. They also de-
manded security fﬂr handi- |
ca children, their right to

education and safe shelter for { &

all children.

Shishu Academy organised a
discussien "and a children’s
drawing competition at its
premises.

\ She said children are the
future hope of the world and
everybody should try to ensure
their well-being so that they
are not deprived of their
righls,

Presided over by Women
and Children Affairs Secretary
Mohammad Enamul Haq. the

function was addressed. among |

others. by UNDP resident rep-
resentative Eimi Watanabe and
director of Shishu ac'adﬁ'm}'_
Mohammad Mohsin.

Sarwari distributed prizes {

among the winners of the
drawing competition partici-
pated by more than 500 chil-
dren.

Tk 159cr collected as
revenue in last ﬁscal

RAJSHAHI, Oct 3: Customs
Exctse and VAT Collectorate
collected Tk 159 crore during
the 1993-94 fiscal year, some
25 per cent higher than that of
the previgus fiscal. reports
UNB. :

This was revealed at a
meeting of the Rajshahi Cus-
toms Excise and VAT Collec-
torate at the Circuit House
conference room today. State
Minister for Finance Advocate
Mujibur Rahman was in the
chair.

Of the total revenue, Tk 97
crore came from VAT and
Excise sources and the re-
maining Tk 62 crore from
Customs duties, the meeting

US comedy on
BTV today

The Bangladesh Television
(BTV] will telecast today a
show titled 'A Journey through
American Comedy'. performed
by a distinguished US theatre
group — Artists Repertory
Theatre (ART). says a USIS
press release issued in Dhaka
yesterday.

Directed by the company's
director, Allen Nause, "this
rousing look at the battle of
the sexes” explores romance,
relationships and marriage
through American comedy. A
company- created production.
A Journey through American

mcd]f' cgmblnea "American

contemporary playwrights and
satirical writers using poems.

plays, stories, jokes, limericks
and lyrics, it added.

During its recent visit to
Dhaka, ART gave a spectacular
performance of Edward Albee’s
“Three Tall Women" for an
overflow audience at the
National Museum. Now BTV
viewers will have an oppor-
tunity to enjoy the lighter side
of ART's 60-minute perfor-
mance skills, at 8:35 pm.

Kuwaiti Armed
forces chief
visits Statt College

The Chief of Staff. Kuwait
Armed Forces, Major General
Ali Muhammad Hasan Al
Momen, visited the Delence
Services Command and Staff

was informed.

Revenue from Customs

sources grew 122 per cent and ,.|

from VAT and Excise 25 per
cent in 1993-94 over the pre-
vious year turn over.

The meeting was further
informed that during the first
two months [July-August) of
the current fiscal, the Collec-
torate collected Tk 29 crore
about Tk 11 crore higher than
the monthly target..

Addressing the meeting
Mujibur Rahman called upen
the Customs officials to in-.
crease revenue earnings for
ensuring well-being of the
people.

"The more we can con-
tribute our own revenue earn-
ing to development. the more
we will be able to ensure well-
being of the people.” he added.

Referring to the fixing of 39
per cent contribution to the
current budget as target, the
State Minister said govern-
ment has given utmost priority
to increase revenue earning for
reducing dependency on for-
eign aid.

He urged the officials to
strengthen vigilance and pre-
ventive measures to check tax
evasion for collection of more
revenue.

Collector Tajul Islam, Addi-
tional Collector Firoj Ahmed
and Joint-Collector Nasiruddin
were present during the mee-
ting.
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Visitors at a photographic exhibition of Altal Hossain at Hotel Purbam International

city vesterday.
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USIS worldnet -
dialogue today

By Staff Correspondent

The United States Informa-
tion Service (USIS) will orga-
nise a worldnet live.satellite
dialogue on Population and.De-
velopment today at the Ame-

rican Cultural Center audi-
torium at 5:30 pm, savs a press
release,

The ane-hour worldnet dis-
cussion is a follow-up to the
Cairo Caonference.
~ The lve satellite discussion
will link Dr Faith Mitchell. in
the US Information Agency's
Worldnet Studios in Washing-
ton, DC with participants in
Dhaka, Lahore and Islamabad.

Dhaka panelists for this
programme will be Dr Halida

Hanum Akhter. Director, Bang-.
ladesh Institute of Research

for Promotion of Essential &
Reproductive Health & Tech-
and Mrs Nasreen
Hugq. Senior Technological Ad-
Helen Keller Interna-
tional and member. Nari-
pakkha, a prominent women's
organisation.

Committee
formed

A 27-member executive co-

| mmittee of 'Bangabandhu Ga

beshana Sangstha was [ormed

~in the city Sunday with noted

educationist Dr Mazharul Islam
as the chairman and Abir Ahad
as the secretarv general.
reporis BSS.
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‘I have a wish .......

My own home.
Something-really good,
within my budget too.......”

BTl presents 1600 sft

apartments at Maghbazar

l where elegance is
combined with economy.

/

building technology & ideas Itd.

TMC BUILDING, 15T FLOOR. 52 NEW ESKATON ROAD DH=AKA
TEL: 839180 (Customers onty) 404243 AD4877 413110
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MITSUBISHI PRJERO

riving ‘Thrill

or Adventurous

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

CREATING TOGETHER

Moderate rain hkely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers are llkely at one
or {wo places over Chittagong and Barisal divistons and re-
gions of Rangpur and Bogra during the next 24 hours till 6:00
pm today. reports LUUNB

The weather

desh Sunthorm Vidhyameth
called on Fisheries and Lives-
tock Minister Abdullah Al
Noman at his office in the city

yesterday. reports UNB

College (DSCSC) at Mirpur
yesterday, says a press release

He was briefed on the activ-
ities of the college and was
taken round different syndi-

may remain mainly dry elsewhere across the cates, library and the facilities

During the m_‘“““E‘ they country with partially cloudy sky of the highest seat of militar
discuseed various :;GLT% of !"nui The sun sets todday at’5:43 o omd nises tomorrow ath: 52.00 learning in Bangladesh

:I;lfﬂi;n;:’}rf;;ﬁh:::t&f'::-ll;_liatllji::i Maximuam amd! miurimum lemperature and hvonidity g Earlier. on his Hrl"l‘-'ﬂqi al the

some major cities and (owns recorded during the last 24 college the visiting General

stock development of the two

hours are given below was. received h‘lp" the acting

courntries

; City /Town Temperature in Humidity in commandant of the Defence

? Noman mentioned the suc - Celsius percentage Services Command and 5tall

cess of Thalland in fisheries Max Min Morning Evening College Commodore Zulfigue:
and said there was enough op- Dhaka 32 4 25.5 78 73 Ali

portunity for Bangladesh 1o ( hitLagong 33.0 252 80 77 General Ali Al Momen and

apply the Thai expetience in Khulna 34.0 25 .4 81 A5 members of his entourage later

developing its fisheries sector Rajshahi 1.3 25 6 =0 85 wernl to Chittagong and visitex|

the local naval base BNS Isha
Khan. On his arrival at the BNS
Isha Khan. he was received in
Commodore Commanding.
Chittagong. Commodore M N
Islam. ]

Later. the visiting army del-
egates visited Kaptal.

Chief of Army Staff Lieute
nant General Abu Saleh Mo
hammad Nasim. Bir Bikram
joined Major General Ali Al
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rashavas Director of divisional
health services will act as
member secreélary

Besides, the city corpora
tion will launch a special
garbage cleaning and ral eradi
cation drive II
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