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LTTE condemns artillery

attacks on Jaffna

COLOMBO, Oct 1: Tamil
rebels Saturday condemned
the military's attacks on civil-
ians in rebel-held areas in
what could be an obstacle to.
the talks to end the 11-year-
old ethnic war, AP.

"Barbaric aerial and artillery
attacks on the Jaffna peninsuld
left 20 civilians dead. This is
surely against the spirit of the
peace process,” the rebels said
in a statement from their
headquarters in northern Sri
Lanka. : ‘

They were apparently refer-
ring to Sunday's military oper-
ation near Achchuveli town,
310 kilometers (191 miles)
north of Colombo, which offi-
cials said killed 75 rebels.

"As far as we know, no

civilians were killed.," said
Major Rohan Induruwa, the
military spokesman.

Four government officials
plan to visit the rebel
' of Jaffna on Oct 13
and 14, to discuss ways of
ending the Tamil insurrection.

“August immediately

whith has left more then
34,000 people dead.

The socialist government
which came to power in
offered 1o
hold unconditional peace talks.
The guerrillas agreed even
though Prime Minister
Chandrika Kumaraturiga to
Jaffna has rejected their de-
mand for a cease fire. The mil-
itary advised against a cease
fire because the rebels could
fortify their positions during
that period.

Since then, fighting has
escalated between the two
groups. The rebels blew up a
naval ship, killing an estimated
25 sailors. In an apparent re-

taliation. the militarv attacked !

the rebels. i

The ethnic war has fo-
cussed on the alleged discrim-
ination of the minority Tamils
by the majority Sinhaleseé, who
control the government.
Tamils make up 18 percent of
Sri Lanka’s 17 million people.

Jewish

TUNIS, Oct 1: PLO’ chair-
man Yasser Arafal warned
Israel on Friday against any ex-'
pansion of Jewish settlements
in the occupied territories,
after Israeli officials said

- 15.000 homes were to be bullt

along the borders of the West
Bank, reports AFP. |
Speaking to reporters here
at the end of a short visit,
Arafat said: "any expansion of
settlemments or confiscation ef
land for building new (Israeli)
homes would be a flagrant vio-
lation” of the peace accords
signed by Israel and the PLO.
Arafat also said he ‘had met
officials of his mainstream
Fatah movement in Tunis to
discuss plans for holding elec-
tions to a Palestinian autonomy
council. The PLO leader has

| said the elections should take -

place in November. !
On Thursday Israeli Housing
Ministry officlials said the

| F ’m lauternation2lass
| Arafat warns against new
settle

Jewish state was planning to
build 15.000 homes along the
borders of the occupied Wesl
Bank. ;

Earlier 'Prime
Yitzhak Rabin pledged to re-
consider his decision to allow
new building at the Jewish set-
tlement of Alfe Menashe inside
the West Bank.

Rabin made the promise in
a cabinet meeting after
Palestinians and even some
ministers protested.

Arafat asked Tunisia to send
transport experts to Gaza dur-
Ing a brief stopover in Tunis on
Wednesday, when he met

President Zine El Abidine Ben
All,

. The PLO leader, who wiis
based in Tunis for 12 years. rc.
turned to Gaza for geod on July
12. ;
- Another reports from New
York savs: US Secretary of

Minister.

Stale Warren Christopher said
Friday the six Arab states of
the Gull Cooperation Counecil
have agreed to lift partially
their boycott st Israel.
Christopher said the coun-
cil. made a “"commitment no
longer to enforce secondary
and tertiary. aspects of the boy-
cott and not to discriminate
against US companies."
_ The United States and the
council also pledged to keep
sanctions in place against Iraq.
"We agreed that we must
maintain the sanctions as long
as Baghdad fails to carry out all
UN resolutions," Christopher
said after meeting representa-

tives of the GCC in New York.
The GCC groups Oman,

saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar.
Bahrain and the United Arab
FEimirates. '
Meanwhile, Israeli Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres will
have meetings over the week-

would discuss

ments in WB

end with the Foreign Ministers
of Arab League members
Tunisia and Qatar, an Israeli
source at the United Nations
confirmed today,

Neither country has diplo-
matic relations with Israel. All
three ministers are in New
York for: the UN General
Assemnbly. :

The source said Pere
with his
Tunisian counterpart, Habib
Ben Yahia, prospects for
establishing low-level
diplomatic relations, similar to
those recently agree between
Israel annd Morocco.

The meeting with Qatari
Foreign Minister Sheikh
Hamad Al-Thanai would focus
on enhancing economic links.
The sources said this would be
the second meeting between
the two countries’ ministers,
who also conferred during last
year's general assembly.
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Indian bus mishap claims 35:
least 35 persons were killed and 60 others injured, many
seriously, when a Balasore-bound private bus fell from a
bridge into a nullah pear Basta. about 35 kms from Balasore
yesterday, according to official sources. PTI reports from

12 injured persons were admitted to -the district
headquarters hospital here where condition of six was
critical.

- I .
Burundi chooses new Pnemdent:
Burundi, teetering on the brink of an et

this year's mass slaughter in neighbouring Rwanda, chose a

new president on Friday, Reuter reports from Bujumbura.
The National Assembly elected acting President Sylvestre

Ntibantuganya, 'a member of the majority Hutu tribe, to _

replace the head of state killed in the multiple assassination’
in April that touched off the Rwandan massacres.

L -
(Gas tanker blast kills 4 in Bombay:
Four people were killed Saturday when they inhaled toxic
chlorine gas which leaked from a tanker following a road

accident near Bombay. the Press Trust of India (PTI) reports-

from New Delhi.

Some 280 others were taken ill and taken to hospitals
when the tanker exploded after crashing into another tanker
on a highway in Thane. near Bombay. PTI said.

2 UN aid workers held in Turkey:

Turkish authorfties have arrested a Briton and an American
working for a UN ald agency after Turkish border guards
caught them in possession of ammunition, the Anatolia news
agency said, AFP reports from Ankara.

The agency did not say when Joseph Donahue of the
United States and Christopher King from Britain were
Jarrested. The arrest has not been announced by the Turkish
autherities.

6 die in Milan exPlosion: An explosian
probably caused by leaking gas ripped through an apartment

house Friday, killing at least six people, officials said, AP

reports froms Milan, Italy.
Fifteen ether people were injured when the blast wrecked

the bottom floors of the seven-story building in downtown

Milan.
Ex- tine ruler Viola dies: roume
dictator and General Roberto Viola. who ruled Argentina for

nine months in 1981, died Friday of a heart attack, according
to an official source, AFP reports from Buenos Aires.

Viola, 76. had been in the hospital since Wednesday under
intensive care. '

3 Indim kiued in Mex:i.co: Three

indigenous Indians were killed in a clash between rival
religious groups near the bitterly divided southern Mexican
town of San Juan Chamula. officials said Friday, Reuter
reports from Mexico City. :

The killers. members of the area's dominant group of so-
call Catholic traditionalists, attacked four Evangelical
Christians with guns and sticks in the small village of
Ikalumtic about an hour outside San Juan Chamula.

Kim to be sworn in this month:

North Korean leader-designate Kim Jong-1l will be officially

sworn in as state president and party general secretary this
month, a southern newspaper said terday, AFP re s
. yes y port
The Han Kyoreh Shinmun, in a dispatch from its
Washington correspondent, quoted an official of the Korea-
North American Friendship Association as saying he had been
invited to attend the inaugural ceremony in Pyongyang.

UN extends mission in Somalia:
The Security Council decided on Friday to prolong the
mandate of its 15.000 peacekeepers in Somalia for another
month until it reaches a decision on whether to withdraw the
troops AFP reports from |/nited Nations.

In a resolution adopr««] by a vote of 14 in favour with one

abstenuon from the United States, the Security Council said
the: inandate would he exte: ded Lor a period of one month

expiring Oriober 31|

a . ® -
Hamas activist shot dead in WB:
lsracli troops late Friday sliew dead a miltam from the Islamic
resistance movement Hamas as he was preparing to attack a
Jewish settler leader near the tomb of the patriarchs on the

West Bank. military sources reported, AFP says from Hebron.
They said Nader Naim Abu Shaher. 20 was slain by troops

guarding (he (omb as he was aboul O assaull Rabbn M
Levinger One ol the soldiers was stabbed and wouinded in the
back 1w Shaher. according to the sources. who said th LY s
W ﬂu‘m him at pni.r:t blank range.

7 ed in Russian plane crash:
An overloagded caree plae cursvie 1y people and tons ol
vegetables craslus] Freliv atil orviie 1o take off from an
alrport in Russias Fur st authorilies said Seven people

were killed. AP reports Irom Moscow

The twin-engine turboprop Antonov-8 went down at the
Chatbukha airport in the Khabarovsk region, said Anatoly
Streltsov, a spokesman for the Russian Ministry for
Emergency Situations.

IAEA resumes tech aid to Israel:

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) said on

Friday it had resumed technical assistance to lsrael. broken
off in 1981, Reuter reports from Vienna.

A statement issued by the Vienna-based UN nuclear
waichdog said the decision had been taken at the IAFA s
anpual general conference in Vienna earlier this month

Volcano ts on Kamchatka:
The Kiyuchevksy Voicano in Russias Far East has come (o
life, spewing ashes as high as 13 kilometers (8 miles) into the
&ir. the State Ministry for Emergency Situations said
Saturday. AP reports from Moscow

The volcano. tn & sparsely populated part of the Kamchatka
Peninsula. does not endanger any towns. ministry duty officer
Eduard Korhulkov said '

But it could pose a threat to airplanes between Nerth
America and Asia. the ITAR Tass news agenicy reported
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Aristide loyalists beat up a man (R) believed to be an attache’, an armed civilian backing the

— AFP photo

Uzbek warplanes bomb
northern Afghanistan

ISLAMABAD, Oct 1: Uzbeki-
stan's warplanes on Friday
bombed Afghantistiin s northern
province of Kunduz killing and
injuring several people. state-
run Radio Kabul reported, says
AFFP.

The fighters attacked
Afghan territory at mid-day,
said the report. which was
momnitored here.

The radio broadcast, con

trolled by supporters of Afghan

President Burhanuddin
Rabbani. said that fighting has
continued Iin Ergank, near
Kunduz City, fbr the past four
days. killing or wounding some
200 people.

The clashes are belween
presidential troops and the
Hezb-l-Islami faction of ex-
premier Gulbuddin Hekmatyar
who has received help from
the Uzbek forces of General
Rashid Dostum. Dostum con
trols several provinces in
northern nistan.

The report said the presi-
dent's troops had captured
about 300 enemy soldiers, in-
cluding some generals.

The government troops also
seized six Links in the fighting.

The president has accused
in the past the Uzbek regime
of President Islam Karimov ol
‘interference” in Afghan inter-
nal affair. '
. Meanwhile Reuter adds: A
UN peace mission on Friday
condemned what it called a
brutal round of fighting in
Afghanistan and renewed an
appeal to warring factions to
immediately stop all hostilities,

The mission, led by former

3000 Egyptians
arrested in 5
days

" CAIRO, Oct 1: Egyptian po-

lice have arrested more than

3.000 ple in a nationwide
crackdown in the past five
days. Cairo security chief
Mahmud Wagdi said on Friday
reporis AFP.

Wagdi, quoted by Egypts
Middle East News Agency, said
1.862 of those arrested were
wanied for various crimes. but
he did not specify whether
they included suspected
Islamic militants.

Tunisian Forcign Minister
Mahmoud Mestiri. said in a
statement that is "views with
alarm and distress the savage
hostllites taking place in and
around (the capital) Kabul.”

"The mission condemns
this brutal round of fighting,
which has no clear winner but
only losers.” the statement is-
sued in Islamabad said.

The renewed peace: appeal
carhe three days after a devas-
lating rocket and mortar at-
tack on the war-shattered
Afghan capital that Kabul radio
said killed at least 58 people
and wounded 224,

The radio, which is con-
trolled by Fresident
Burhanuddin Rabbani, blamed
the attacks on his opponents
led by Prime Minister
Gulbuddim Hekmatyar and
northern warlord General
Abdul Rashid Dostum.

The UN statement said the
fighting was all the more dis-
turbing at a time when Mestiri
was cohsulting prominent in-
dependent Afghans on peace
ideas in the third phase ol his

mission Lhat began earlier this
VAT,
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Some HIN) pe;rlﬂﬂﬂ u_u--nd Inauguration ceremomies in the praver room of the new mosgue m
the central French city of Lyon on Friday. The 30-million frinc project cabout 5 mallion dollar)
was padrtly financed by Saudi Arabia

— AFP photo

India stops sending

troops to Rwanda

NEW DELHI. Oct 1: India
has indefinitely postponed the
departure of its first batch of
300 soldiers to Rwanda for UN
peacekeeping due to the
plague epidemic in the coun-
iry, an army spokesman said
today, veports AFP.

The troops had been
scheduled ta start leaving from
Bombay on Friday when the
United Nations faxed a request
to the government that the
men not be sent until the epi-

demic was controlled. the
spokesman said,
"The soldiers had under-

gone all health checks and
were fit.," the spokesman said.
"Even in normal circums-
stances, we do extensive med-
ical checks. But. then. what
can we do.”

"We will wait until things
clear up,” the spokesman
added. India is to contribute
B0O soldiers for the United
Nations Assistance Mission In
Rwanda.

China celebrates
45th Nat'l Day

BELIING, Oct 1: Beijing's

parks came alive with martial
arts, Peking opera and dance
performances all part of
China’'s extravagant celebration
Saturday of its 45th National
Day. [ts AP,
At the gate of Zhongshan
Park hundreds of children
danced in rows under two
giant photographs of senior
leader Deng Xiaoping.
Reflecting Deng's pivotal place
in Communist China’s history.
one showed hipgn shaking
hands with revolutionary
leader Mao Tse-tung. the other
with President Jiang Zemin.

Security was intense.
Hundreds ol police stlood
guard in downfown Beijing and
admission Lo lestivities  al
Zhongshan. near the
Forbidden City. and seven
other parks was by special pass
for selected army heroes. eth-
nic minorities. model workers
and overseas Chinese.

Tiananmen Square was
open. however. and jammed
with people taking pictures
and gazing at enormous drag-
ons, a pagoda and a peacock
made of potted Nowers.

Diarrhoea kills

50 1in Indonesia

JAKARTA, Oct 1: A diarro
hea epidemic in Indonesia s
part of Borneo island has killed
at least 50 people and affected
more than 42.000 during the
last three months. the Antara
News Agency reported today,
says Reuter,

Antara said the outbreak in
west Kalimantan province had
occurred because of a longer
than normal dry season and
difficulty in obtaining fresh
waler. :

Dr Sri Astuti, a local health
official. said the epidemic has
worsened since August but was

not unusual for west
Kalimantan She said diarrohea
was endemic across the

province's vasl jungies.

A diarrohea epidemic in
west Java province this week
killed at least six people and

cinise | 400 others to seek
treatment 4t hospitals and
cHrites

he Laily
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Postman jailed for
stealing sex devices
LONDON: A postman was sentenced to one year in jail after

stealing enough sex aids to fill eight mailbags, reports AP,

Authorities said Michael Hales, a 21-year veteran of the

- postal service, learned to s»ot sex packages sent through the

mail by identifying their brown paper wrapping and foreign
stamps.
During a five-year spree, Hales stole inflatable dolls.

magazines, photographs, condoms and other {tems, prosecu-
tors said in Kingston Crown Court.

“Your motive was your own sexual gratification.” Judge
Giles Forester told Hales at Friday's sentencing.
"I accept it was not for financial gain. But public confi-

dence in the postal service is necessary and in this case there
has been a serious breach of trust.”

Hales was caught when his work locker and home in

southwest London were searched after a supervisor becamie
suspicious

Human gene eases Parkinson-like
condition in animals
NEW YORK: Rats with a brain condition like Parkinson's

disease showed improvement when a human gene was in-

serted in their brain cells. a finding that suggests a possible
lreatment for people, reports AP.

The strategy has also shown promise in monkeys, said re-
searcher Dr Matthew During of the Yale University School of
Medicine.

Parkinson's disease, which robs people of control over

St 5

their movements, affects millions of people worldwide.

Like Parkinson patients. the rats lacked a crucial sub-
stance called dopemine in a certain part of their brains. The
inserted gene let cells make a substance called tyrosine hy
droxylase, which indirectly stimulated dopamine production

Scientists used a harmless virus called an adeno-associated
virus to deliver the gene into the rat brain cells. The work is
reported in the October issue of the journal Nature Genetics
by During and colleagues at Yale and elsewhere.

Fred Gage. a professor of neuroscience at the University of
California at San Diego. called the findings encouraging
Studies using other viruses have gotten similar results he
satd. Scientists will have to compare the results of research
with the virus Duringe used adiimst results with other viruses

he said.

At a recent scientilic meeting: During reported prelimi

nary results showing that

the strategy alsc

recj e

Parkinson-like symptoms of tremor, rigidity and slow move

men! in African green monkevs

Priest accused of
caressing woman

SINGAPORE: A Singapore court has jailed a Reman
Catholic priest who touched and caressed a Filipino woman
on a Singapore airlines flight, a newspaper reported on

Saturday. reports Reuter

Emmanuel «Joseph Arumainayagam, 40, who holds a Sri
Lankan passport. was sentenced to one week in jail and fined
200 Singapere dollars (377 US dollars) after he pleaded
guilty to using criminal force against her. the Straits Times

said

Both Arumainayagam and the 22-year-old Filipino boarded
the flight from Manila to Singapore on September 23. the

paper said.

Al some point during the flight. Arumainayagam who was
sitting two seats away from the woman, reached across the
unoccupied seat between them and touched her waist and

caressed her arm.

. . The woman complained to the crew and asked to change
‘her seal. The priest was arrested on arrival at Singapore's

Changi Airport.

Space capsule

PARIS: The European Space Agency signed a contract
Friday for the French company Aerospatiale to build an exper
iimental space capsule for a test launch without a crew in

1996, reports AP,

The two-seat capsule. called the Atmospheric Reentry
Demonstrator or ARD. would cost 2.1 billion francs (dlrs 396
million), according to the contract,

Europe wants "to show its credibility and capacity” tp
contribute to the building of spacecraft like the multinational
effort to build the orbital station Alpha, said Jean Marie
Luton, director general of the 27-nation European Space

Agency.

A new Ariane 5 rocket is to launch the capsule in April
1996 from Korou, French Guiana, on the northern coast of
South America, site of current Ariane launchings.

The first Ariane 5 is to be launched about six month before

the capsule test.

The capsule's mission will be a suborbital flight to last
about two hours. splashing down in the Pacific. It will test
materials and instruments used for thermal protection. re

entry and retrieval,

The capsule will play a role in the agency s project to build
A Crew Transport Vehicle. though no launch date has been
announced. The manned capsule is expected to touch down

*on land

(:OMA, Oct 1: Hutu bandits
stized one of the larges!
refugee camps in eastern Zaire
on' Friday, and all United
Nations and relief agencies
pulled out after staff members
were threatened, UN officials
said. reports AP

‘We've had our colleagiics
physically threatened with
rocks and machetes.” said
Lyndall Sachs, spokeswoman
for the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees. “This was a verbal
threat that we took seriously.
The last thing we need is aid
workers killed -

There has been violence
and several threals over the
past few days al the Katale
Refugee Camp houw to an es
timated 270 000 Rwandans

Hutus take control of
refugee camp in Zaire

who fled in July

A Zairean boy scout, helping
to eontrol traffic at the camp
was killed Wednesday in a fight
with Hutu militiamen. Hutu
refugees also threatened
LUNHCR staflf trying to move
fraders to a new marketl site at
Katale because of a false ru
mour that thev were being
laken back to Rwanda

The incident at Katale took
place as a high-level delegation
of UN and Zairian officials was
in Goma to assess security at
the camps and investigate the
possibility of separating de
feated Hutu soldiers from civil
lan refugees

Sachs said the bandits made
direct threats against seven

international aid workers by
name

Students protest ban on Islamic headscarves in France

PARIS. Oct |v In the [irst
major challenyge of a new gov
ernment ban. hundreds of high

school students mobilised
Friday in support of four
Muslim girls barred from

classes because they insist on
wearing Islamic headscarves,
reports AP

The protest outside the
Romain-Rolland school in
Goussainville, a heavily imnu
grant suburb 27 kilometers
(17 miles] north of Paris,
highlighted the divisiveness of
France's long running scarf
controversy. While most stu
dents back the girls. many
teachers support the ban s goal
of keeping public schools (ree
oA religious influence

1t shouldn't be a cholce

between education and faith

said Rachid Amaoui, 20 a
Moroccan born student whi
helped organise the protest
“It's an attack on Muslim cul
ture. and were not going to
stand for #.”

Dozens of riot policemen
deployed near the school Buli
Lhe estimated 300 demonstra
tors manvy who came by (rain
from netghbouring subwirbs
were: peaceful as they awaited
word on whether school uad
ministrators would support
their campaign

The school's administrative
council, however. adopted the
ban In its own rules during a

meeting Friday evening
Students vowed o continue
their strike but no Incidents

were reported after the meet
ing and police stationed out
sitlte the school left Fridav
riight

The protest coincided with
A warmning to France s Muslims
hy Interior Minister (Charles
Pasquia that they must ensure
thetr religion conforms with
French laws and traditions

i would be a major risk if
influences contrary to our val
iwes and our conception of the
rights of men and women, de
veloped iIn your commumnity
Pasqua sald in Lyon at the in
auguration of a long delaved
new mosque

An association of Lyorn resl
dents had campaigned for al
most IS years against con
sirnction of the 31 milllon

franc [Jdirs 58 million)
mosque (e second Lirgest In
Franmere 1t has a 25 metor (R2
foot) high nimare! and can ae
commaodate 2 500 worship
pers

Much of the funding for the
mosque came Ifrom Saudi
Arabia. The Sauwdi ambassador
to France attended the inaugu

ration; as did Roman Catholic
Jewish and Protestant leaders

Pasgua. In charge of the na
tional police, has overseen a
crackdown on French based
sympathisers of Muslim fun
damentalists in Algerta and
sought to deport illegal tmmi
grants mgny of then Muslims
froom North Africa

“"France and Islam must
soon reach an accord .’ Pasqua

sald. "For Islam, this means
total acceptance of the French
reality. including its principles
as a secular republic.”

“There shouldn't simply be
Islam in. France ' he said
“There should be an Islam of
France =~

A leftist unton group. the
General Confederation of
Labour. said Pasqua was guilty
of “hypoerisy and provocation’’
in his speech

“The laws which he and his
government have  passed have
tade: ke e ot hes
Hnmigrants in France, includ
ing many Musiims' the federa
o sad

Debate over the wearing ol
headscraves at public schools
has simmered in France fot

HATE TR

live vears. It flared with new
intensity when Education
Minister Francoia Bayrou an
nounced an outright ban a few
weeks ago on the scarves and
other "ostentatious” religious
svimbols won by students

he tour girls barred from
classes at Goussainville have
declined to speak publicly
aboul the dispute, though they
have shown up each weekday
al the school library. Some of
the young men organising the
protests on their behall have
been depicted by French au
thoritées as under the \influ
ences of fundamentalists.

Islam. with a 5 milllion ad
herents in France, is the coun
try s second-largest religion
after Roman Catholciem,



