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China won't bury hatchet

HIROSHIMA, Sept 30:

China still was trying Friday to
have Taiwan Vice Premier Hsu

Li-Teh banned from the Asian

Games opening ceremonies,

contending that he was tryi

to inject political disturbances

into sports, reports AP.

But Yuan Weimin. head of
China's delegation. said the

Chinese would not boycott
Sunday's ceremonies or the

ensuing competition among
nearly 5,000 athletes from 42

nations and territories.
Taiwan's delegation replied
that it was China that was in-
jecting politics into the
Games, wrecking sports ex-
changes that had been devel-
between the two sides.

5 tacts sfill are going on."

Yuan said of efforts to have Hsu
banned from the ceremoniecs.
He said. however.
China wanted 1o contributle to
A successful Games, attached
greal importance to the cere:
monies and would attend and
“display
Chinese .
ina earlier had threat-
ened to boycott the Oct 2-16
Games if Talwan President Lee
Teng-Hui attended as a guest
of the Olympie Council of Asia.
The council in effect withdrew
Lee’'s invitation, saying ne po-
litical figures would be invited.
"As sports people, we didn't
think there was any problem
(with -inwiting Lee)," Sheik
Ahmad Al-Fahad Al-Sabah, the
OCA's president, said in a sep-
arale news conference. "It was
for good will. We had no politi-
The sheik said Lee was in-
vited because the OCA wanted
the representatives of all
members bidding lor the 2002
Games to attend the opening
ceremonies in Hiroshima.
Japan is allowing Hsu to
come because he is the head of
Taipef's bidding committee.
On Friday, Taiwan again em-

phasized that Hsu was coming .

in that capacity to observe how
the Hiroshima Games were be-
ing managed, and said his visit,
due to start Saturday, had
nothing to do with .politics.
China claims that Hsu is first
and foremost a political figure.
“We oppose his presence
because he is not coming for
sports, but for politics." said
Wei Jizhong. secretary-general
of China's Olympic Committee.
He said Taiwan sought (o
wreck various political and
sports agreements that recog-
nize Beljing as China's sole le-
gitimate government and
Taiwan as a province of China.
response. Chang

in
Fengshu, president of Tatwan's

Olympic Committee, said he
regarded the sporting ex-
changes that have been pro-
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that

the high spirits of the

1994

gressing between China and
Taiwan over the last few years
as ended. . ;

“We don't want to talk about

politics,” Chang said at a news
conference to reply to the
Chinese accusations. But, he
said, "they have challenged us,
we have to accept the chal-
lenge.”

"We have no more relations,
they have said too much,” he
added.

Tailwan is the seat of the
Nationalist government that
fled mainland China in 1949

Former Japanese volleyball

ex-Korean handball player Lim Ogyong bear the Hiroshima
Games torch at City Hall on Sept 297

after losing a civil war to
Communist forces. The
Nationalists also claim to be
the rightful rulers of all China.
Most governments recognize
only Beijing, but Taiwan's eco-
nomic ties with the rest of the
world have been expanding

~and it has sought re-admission

to the United Nations.
Taiwan participates in the
Olympics. Asian Games and

ather international sports
evenls, bul under ithe label
“Chinese Taipei" rather than
Taiwan.

"Our aim is to dispel all po-

litical disturbances. We're hiere
to contribute to the success ol
the Asian Games. We did not
come to destroy  the Asian
Games." said Wei, who spoke
at the-same news conference
as Yuan.

He added. however, that
"Sino-Japanese relations have
been damaged. We have no re-
sponsibility for this.”

China sedfks to win the
medals race for the fourth
conseculive Games, and has
somyv world swimming and
trick ehampions among its

player Hideharu Hara ) and

— AFP photo

970 athletes.

In the last Games, in Beijing
in 1990, China won 183 gold
medals, far ahead of the 54 for
South Korea and 38 for Japan.

Xu Yinsheng, vice president
of China's Olympic Committee, -
said his delegation hopes to
win more than 100 of the 337
gold medals at stake this time.

China was likely te win
fewer golds than .in 1990 be
cause of changes inchading the
debut of five former Soviet re-
publics “from central Asia in
the Games. he said.

HIROSHIMA. Sept 30 (AP):
. It sounds almost cloak and
dagger. Each day at an ap-
pointed time, two nondes-
cript couriers climb aboard a

passenger jet with luggage that
is carefully sealed, and cx-

tremely sensitive,

But what the Asian Gumes
couriers will be escorting
halfway across Japan each d.y
for analysis won't be state se-

it will be samples of
. ity or 60 cups al a

don’'t have the facilities
for doping here.” said
Nomura. the man in

i

iz

commillee.

well have to send all that we
collect back to Tokyo. Of
course, we'll have a big proh
lem if any spill .-

Nomura said the lab n
Tokvo. 700 kilometres (437
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1g tests, Japanese Way

Championships in Rome less
than a month ago were drug-
enhanced.

Though none of the allega-
tions were borne out by testing
afterward, more than a dozen
coaches filed a formal appeal
with swimming's governing
body for stricter testing and
e complained that doping,
real or perceived, had ruined
the event.

China's contingent of
womer! middle- and long-dis-
tance runners, nicknamed
"Ma's Army" after coach Ma
Junren, has also often been the
subject of doping rumours.

They have not failed any
tests either, and Ma has said
he feeds them something
much more traditional — elixir
of turtle blood and caterpillar

lungus.

Both the swimmers and th:_

runners are expected 1o com-
pete in the two-week Games,
which officidlly open on
Sunday. Nomura said he is
confident that any cheaters in
Hiroshima will be caught.

‘It's our hope that there
will be no positive tests." he

d. "But we think we will be
able to find any violations.”

Nomura acknowledged that
not all medalists will be tested
Instead. the extent of testing
will depend to a large degree
on recommendations from or-
ganisations related lo each
particular sport.

"We may test the top six in
one event. and only the first
and third in another,” he said.
"But if there are any athletes

with a history of questionable
results, they will be tested
whether they win a medal or
not."
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during a practice session for the 12th Asian Games in

Hiroshima on Sept 29

Taweesak Pungmanee of Thailand in action

on the rings

«— AFP photo

OCA chief won't
do the same
mistake again

HIROSHIMA,
setting off a diplomatic tem-
pest by inviting Taiwan
President Lee Teng-Hui to the

Asian Games, the head of the
Olympic Council of Asia said

Friday he had no intention of

mixing sports with politics,
reports AP, :

OCA President Sheik
Ahmad Al-Fahad Al-Sabah said
he also believes the Games,
which officially begin Sunday,

“will be "historic.”

Al-Sabah's decision to invite

' Lee nearly prompted a boycott

by China, Asia’s premier sports
powerhouse, and posed a
diplomatic dilemma for -the
Japanese government. Tokyo
officially recognizes Beijing.
hut has close economic ties
with Taipei. |

Under intense pressure,
the OCA later in effect with-
drew Lee's invitation, saying no
political figures would be in-
vited. ~
“As sports people, we didn't
-think there was any problem
Iwith inviting Lee).” the
Kuwaiti Sheik said. "It was for
good will. We had no political
intention.”

Al-Sabah said Lee was in-
viled because the OCA wanted
the representatives of all
members bidding for the 2002
Games to attend the opening
ceremonies in Hiroshima.

He said he was grateful that
Lee decided not to push the
matter, and expressed frustra-
tion with China's continuing
opposition to having Taiwan
Vice Premier
tend instead.

Hsu was invited as head of
Taiwan's bidding committee.

“What's going on now is a
political problem, and we are
not involved in it." he said.

Al-Sabah noted that the

_Hiroshima Games will have

more participating athletes
and officials (roughly 7.300).
more sports (34) and more
countries (42) than any previ-
ous Games.

The Asian Games, a regional

- Olympics, were held in new

Delhi in 1951 and have been
held every four years since
1954. Hiroshima is the first
host city that is not a national
capitlal. -

“Always there is a problem
before the game, especially
ideological.” Al-Sabah said. "But
in the end sports wins. 1 think

as officials we have done our
best. now we are AWInting oar

athletes to do their best. "

EAA downplays
Edwards' claim

HELSINKI, Sept 30: Euro-
pean Athletic Association ge-
neral secretary Heiner Henze
denied on Thursday
were any irregularities when a
B sample provided by British
shot putter Paul Edwards was

tested on Tuesday, reports

Reuter,

Edwards, whose A sample
[rom the European Cham-
pionships in Helsinki in August
tested' positive. claimed the
proper procedures had nol
been carried out because he
did not have a representative
at Tuesday's examination.

Under International Ama-
teur Athletic Federation rules,
an athlete is entitled to be
represented when his second
sample was examined.

But Henze denied Edwards
claims that the test on the B
sample had been carried out

without due regard to Ed-
wards' rights to be repre-
sented.

Henze said the "EAA had
Asked the British federation if
it or the athleite or his repre-
sentative wanted to be present
al the testing of the B sample
but had been (old the athler
was nol availabie,

"After about three weeks
without any further we:
informed the federation again
that the analysis of the B sam-
ple would take place in three
days' time and asked them to
advise us if anyone would take

“We did not get a reply so
we went ahead with the sam-

the results of the B

"I categorically deny taking
#ny banned substances at am
tUme during my athletics ca
reer.” he said.

Davis Cup

heroes exit

BASEL. Switzerland, Sept
30: Davis Cup heroes Stefan
Edberg and Y Kafelnikov
crashed out of the 800 000
dollar Swiss indoor event here
on Thursday, reports AFP

Four days after leading their
countries into the Davis Cup
linal both players went down
in three sets in second-round
maitches.

Sweden's second-seeded
Edberg was beaten by experi-
enced French left-Hander Guy
Forget 6-3. 5-7. 3-6, while
third-seeded Kafelnikov ol
Russia went down 6-7 16/8).
G-2, 6-7 (4/7) to another
French player Lionel Roux. *

Edberg and Kafelnikov wer
not the only seeded players o
fail 10 reach the quarters finals

Sept 30: After

Hsu Li-Teh at-

there

Sport s

HIROSHIMA, Japan. Sept
80; The cream of Asia’'s spor-
ting elite was in a lather on

Friday over the limited dis-

tribution of condoms at the
Asfan Games, reports Reuter.

Although condoms have
been handed out freely at re-
cent major sports events as an
anti-AlDS measure, the organ-
Isers of the October 2-16
Hiroshima Games have de-
cided on a “condom on de-
mand” policy,' requiring the
athletes to pick them up from
a large basket in the athletes'
medical centre: -

The basket, organisers said.
would be in a "semi-private"
waiting area in the medical
centre at the Games viljage.

"We are talking about an
Asian culture where the free
distribution of condoms’ may
be frowned upon.,” said a
Games official. "But we have to
be realistic when 7.000
mostly young people come i+
gether.” '

The organisers vetoed a
proposal to have dispensing
machine in the village, or even
to include condoms in wel-
come packs [or athletes, offi-
‘cials and volunteers.

Condoms, apart from sexainl
abstinence, are considered the
best means of stopping the
Acquired Immune Deficie ncy
Syndrom,

A Japanese condom maker

Okamoto, has donated 50 000

condoms and 7,000 AIDS-
awareness leaflets in 11 lan-
ages are being distributed

BONN, Sept 30:
Giermany's athle-
lic [ederation la-
nunched a scathi-
g attack on its
British counter-

Patoon ’T'!rl]rsda}r. accusing the
Briush ol treating Asian and

African athletes like colonials
during this month's World
Cup. reports AFP.

An article in the federa-
tion's magarzine, Leichathletik.
said the track and field evenis
were badly organised, the sta
dium was "dirty and outdated”
and press facilities were "s1ib-
stanclard”.

It also criticised organisers
over the treatment of Alrican
and Asian teams. '

"The European. American
and Oceania teams. especially
the British, were given huxury
hotels.

"But the African and Asian
athletes were housed in build-
ings that were ready to fall
down, with no security for
their personal effects and with
food which was neither ade-
quate nor adapted to their re-
ligious requirements.” .

They also suffered because
of the ‘colonial spirit" of the
organisers, it alleged.

"The Africans and Asians
realised that the colonial spirit
was [ar from having disap.
pearcd from the official repre-
sentatives of British athletics.”

A German federation spo-
kesman tdld AFP that although
Leichathletik was editorially
independent, the article "ref-
lects the experience of ev-
eryona who took part In the
Waorld Cup.”

As a sign ol protest, Lhe
magazine added, Asian athletes
refused to take part in the
closing cerengony.

The BAF sald no-one was
available for comiment Th
ursday.

Singapore's Maurice Nicho-
las, general secretary of the
Asian Athletics Federation,
sald he would bring up the
treatment of the Asian team at

-

@hﬂ mel China.

Culture dictates discretion

around Hiroshima. -

The donated condoms are
wrapped in a small packet em-
blazoned with the rnale and
female dove symbols of the
Games. named Poppo and
Cuceu, hugging rom antically.

One organiser sai d a ration of
three per athlete. had been

* considered sufficien t for the two-

week gala in thfis southern
Japanese city - to ‘the horror of
some sportsmen ard women
“You've got to be joking. Some
of these guys wiill be wanting

- the
than any other sportfest on the |

e
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three on the first nlxhi:,;" said a
South-East Asiian athlete when
told of the restriction. :

But Games officials de-
fenided their decision, saying
they were confident of ha

© enough condorfis for all even-

tualities.

"We can't have free service
because some people will take
away too many.,” said Husso
Nomura. head of the Games
mechical service. "We don't in-
tend to.control sex just keep
AIDS out of the village."

British 'colonialism'

November's International Ama-
teur Athletic Federation (IAAF)
(.ouncil meeting.

“The hotel was very bad
while the British team was
housed in the best hotel.” he
saicl, :

Leichathletik said hat

—

Ma's magic
potion on sale
in Hiroshima

HIROSTHIMA, Sept 30

small .Ihinanese meat company
Aounced ) Thursdav it will
put i1 sperial drink designed by
China s athletics supercoach

Ma Junren on sale on the eve
of the Asjan Games. reports
Reuler,

Masahiro Kawai, president
of Kawal Co. Lid in Takamatsu
0n the southwestern island of
Shikoku, said his company will
begin selling the special drink
Entitled "Ma's Family Armv
no. 1 high-grade nutritious lig-
uid” for 700 yen (dollar 7 )
froin October 4

‘1 was requested to sell the

drinks in Japan when I met
Ma in May,” Kawai told Reuters
by phone.
Ma. China's most fammis
athletics trainer, became fa-
mous when his female distance
runners took the athletics
world by storm last year.
smashing world records from
|.DO0 to 10,000 metres.

Kawai, a senior basketball
official in Kagawa prefecture,
sald he became acquainted
with Chinese sports officials.
including Ma. when he visited
China in 1992 to recruit high-
school basketball players.

In China, the drinks were
put on sale in May and sold
some nine million bottles de-
spite its expensive price of
about 400 vyen (4 dollars)
Kawai said. _

Kawal said he is confident
the new drink will sell well
and plans to import 4.3 million
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Nomura added that so far.
demand had been low.

He said although unlimited
condom distribution had be-
come a regular feature of major
world sporting events., the

~ practice was still unusual in

Asia and Hiroshima Had taken
anti-AIDS fight further

continent.
Indian delegation

condoms under free distribu-
lion in an Asian context.

"After all, this is not Los
Angeles-or Barcelona." he said,

- referring to past free-wheeling

venues of Olympic Games.

Competing nations in
Hiroshima include the pre-
deminantly Roman Catholic
Philippines and fundamentalist
Islamic states such as Iran and
Saudi Arabia.

These nations deeply op-
pose the use of condoms, ar-
guing that they promote the
spread of nog-marital sex

Recent Asian surveys have
indicated an explosion of AID -
the continent, with au
seven-fold increase from more
than 30.000 to around
200,000 in the past year.

A World Health Organisation
report says there are more
than 2.5 million people in Asia
infected with HIV. the virus
which leads to AIDS.

More than 10 million Asian
are expected to AIDS-infected
by the year 2000. '

criticised
Naiuibian sprinter Frank Fbre-
dericks, the world 200m
champion. and Zambia s 400m
hurdler Samuel Matete wanted
to leave London before the
competition sturted and were
only persuaded to stay al the
last minute Y their own ofly-

| 1:‘1]5

Moroceco s Olvipi
10.000m champion Khali
.Sk.ih left London as soon a< his
F 1€ WaS OVET.

Alferian Hassiba Boulmerka.
the women's Olympic 1500m
clhiampion, described the Af-
Jsican team hotel as "a dirty
hole” and criticised “the insuf-
ficient and appalling food”, She
said the team could expect
better treatment in post-
apartheld South Africa than in
Britain. :

The magazine says the
German team was kept waiting
for one hour for transport
which did not materialise aryd
that statistics for the press
weire insuflicient.

IAAF endorses
Burrell's mark

MONACO. Sept 30: Leroy
Burrell's 100 metres world
record of 9.85 seronds was
formally ratified by the Ties
national -Amatenr Athlelic Fe
deration {IAAF] on Thursday,
reports Reuter

Burrell set the record in
Lausanne on .July 6 when he
heat fellow American Carl
Lewis' 1991 Tokyo Waorld
Championships winning time
nfl 9 86,

The TAAF alse ratifled a sec-
ol world record featuring
bath Burrell and Lewis. |he
men s 4x200 metres relay

The two sprinters, along
with Santa Monjca Track Clnb

colleaviies Mike Marsh and
Flovel leard, set a record of
one inute 18.68 seconds in

Walnut. Pennsylvania. on April
17.
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Janardan Gehlot said there was

_ ho reed for a large quantity of
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Anand, Kamsky
in PCA final

Spain, Sept 30:
India’s Viswanathan Anand and
Gata Kamsky of the United
States emerged victorious
from the Professional Chess
Association (PCA) World Cham-
pionship semi-final eliminators
in Linareson Thursday. reports
Reuter.

Kamsky and Anand. who
beat Britain's Nigel Short and
Michael Adams respectively,
will meet in the PCA final due
lo he held in London next
January,

The matches are part of a
series to decide a challenger
to PCA world champion Garri
Kasparov of Russia. Last year he
and Short broke away from the
litternational Chess Federation
(FIDE) to form the PCA.

Anand. playing white, took
just one hour to draw in 19
moves with Adams on Thurs-
day and win his 10-game eli-
minator with 5.5 points to
Adam'’s 1.5 points.

Kamsky, also playing white,
drew with Short after 60
moves and five hours of play to
end with a final score of 5 5
points to Short's 1.5.

Mich d'Avray
new SA Olympic
soccer coach

JOHANNESBURG. Sept i)
Former England under.-2! in
ternational Mich d Avray has
been appointed coach of South
Alfrica's Olympic soccer team.
the South African Football
Association said on Wednesday.
reports Reuter.

« D'Avray. who playved for

Ipswich Town in the English
First Division, will lead the
leam s attempts to qualify for
ilie Olympic Games in Atlanta
in 1996. as well as the all-
Alrica Games in Zimbabwe
next year,

D'Avray. 32, who was born
in Johannesburg, returned to
South Africa two years ago and
‘juickly established a glowing
reputation as a coach.

Last year he helped Soweto-
hased Moroka Swallows to a
second place finish on the
leiigue table. This year his new
lwam, Cape Town Spurs. lead
the South African First Divisio
standings by one peint with
lour matches to play.

South Africa. who returned
to international competition
two years ago. have yet o play
Any internationals at under-23
level.

The new team wHl make its
debut in a friendly match
against Ghana's Olympic 1eam
in Cape Town on Octoher |6

Marvellous Mary

BRISBANE. Sept 310 Mary
Maina took more than fve
ininutes to cover 50 metres in
the pool al the World Masters
Games on Fridav, but she and
Lthe hundreds of applauding
spectators weren !t complain-
ing, reports AP,

Marvellous Mary. as she is
known to her [riends. cele
brated her 101st birthdayv 1wo
weeks ago. Her 5:12 34 clock
ing gave her an unoffici]
Masters Games record in the
100-104-year-old category
although she was the only
competitor in her age group

Spectators stood clapping
and cheering as her pale blue
cap hobbed slowly up and
down in lane 9 at the Chander
pool. where much younger
swimmers competed at the
1982 Commonwealth Games;

1T was determined | would
get to the end.” said Maina
who has a pacemaker She
turned up at the competilion
with a letter from her doctor.
detalling her daily medications
— just in case she was drug
tested:

hroughout the puzzie. Si

locating vowels. Solution Is a

DD) CRRDR
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K G ) RLVD.
EACH WEEKDAY MORN-
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cipher in which one
you think that X équals O, it
letters, short
you clues to
error,



