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Greetings to
Cyprus President

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas and Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia yesterday
greeted Glafcqs Clerides.
President of Cyprus on the oc-
casion of his country’s national
day today. In separate mes-
sages President Biswas and
Prime Minister Begum Zia ex-
pressed confidence that the
existing friendly relations be-
tween the two countries would
be further strengthened in the
years (o comne, reporis BSS

- Hasina to visit
drought-hit areas

Awami League President
and Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament Sheikh Hasina
will leave Dhaka for the north-
ern region tomorrow o visit
the drought-aflected areas. A
party press relcase said Ha-
sina. accompanied by party
central leaders, will visit Kuri
gram on Sunday and Lalmo
Atrhat om Monday. reports

UNB.
CCCI chief hails
PM's declaration

CHITTAGONG, Sept 30
President of the Chittagong
ber of Commerce and
industry (CCCl) today hailed
thé Prime Minister's an-
nouncement to turn the
Into a cosmmercial
capital the country. In a
statement here tonight CCCJ
President S M Abul Kalam also
halled the Prime Minister's
decision to allocate land for
setting up of the international
trade centre in the city, re-
poris BSS

BAGERHAT. Sept 30
Bangladesh Navy ship Padma
impounded five more foreign
fishing boats and arrested 65
crew-member from near the
Hiron Peint today The boats

were engaged in catching fish
well inside the territorial wa

ters of Bangladesh. aeccording
toe an ISPR press release. re.

ports BSS.

ered a pipe gun and amsmnun
tion from his posscssion Azhar
Mridha, 22 a member ol
Kamrul group was arresied
lromn Mollahpur village under
thana and was taken
lor interrogation. pelice said

The National Anti-Plague
Committee. last night said
there were no plague cases in
Bangladesh. .

All Bangladeshis now living
in plague-stricken India were
also safe, it said.

The announcements came
after a late night meeting ef
the committee in Dhaka, the
second of the day, which re-
viewed the latest situation in
the peuntry and various mea-
sures itaken to prevent the
epidemic from entering the
country,

Prof A Q M Badruddoza
Chowdhury, Deputy Leader of
the House, presided over the

By Staff Correspondent

meeting.

A number of ministers,
MPs, high civil and military of-
licials were present.

A Government spokesman
told The Daily Star that test

results confirmed that the two:

Biman cancels
Calcutta flights

Biman Bangladesh Airlines,
the national carrier, has sus-
pended all its flights to

Calcutta from both Dhaka and
Chittagong with effect from
today, a Biman press release
said in Dhaka last night.

No plague cases in
Bangladesh

Bangladeshi citizens who were
hospitalised in Dhaka Thursday
on suspicion of carrying the

- germ were free from -the

plague. |
However., some doctors said
that the two Bangladeshis de-

tained at Zia airport after being

* sent back from Dubai Thursday

morning, would have to wait
some more days to have their
results absolutely confirmed.

The national committee. at
its meeting., also decided to
set up monitoring cells at all
district headquarters with the
eivil surgeons in charge.

It also advised those who
See Page 12 Col 1
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SNE PEOPLE FROM PLAGUE

in the city yesterday.

A procession demanding steps
procession demanding withdrawal of the indefi

.

to save the people from the threat o
nite doctors strike (bottom) were brought out -

‘Two out of 20 plague |

victims in Delhi die

NEW DELH]. Sept 30: The
number of suspected plague
cases shot up by more than
100 in the Indian capital today
as authorities grappled to con-
trol the disease which has
claimed 52 lives across the
country, reports AFP,

The spurt in suspected
cases of pneumonic plague
came alter the deaths of two
plague sufferers in New Delhi
reported earlier today, the
first outside western India.

Delhi Chief Minister Madan
Lal Khurana said 20 of the 121
people hospitalised as of today
with symptoms of plague were
suffering from the disease.

The flederal government
asserted it would stamp out
plague. which has affected
more than 1,500 others within
10 days. and appealed to for-
eign airlines not to shun India
a8 tourists here faced almost
no risk of infection,

Im Britain, doctors said
eight people who recently vis-
ited India had shown plague-
like symptoms. Three were
cleared while diagnostic re-
sults were pending from the
five others.

~ exacerbate the growing

The announcement in
London appeared certain to

inter-
national isolation India is fac-

ing. :
The United Arab Emirates

is to stop granting visas to
Indian's and suspend the
postal service with the Sub-
continent to prevent pneu-
monic plague from entering
the country, officials in Dubali
said today.

. The UAE. Kuwait and Qatar
have launched airlifts to bring
back their citizens stranded in
the Subcontinent.

See Page 12 Col 3
Indian family
victim of
phobia!

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Sept 30: A
tourist family with their dog
was refused boarding at mosi
of the beach town's holiday re-
sorts today because they ar
rived from plague-ridden
india.

See Page 12 Col 5
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Procession against
doctors' strike
attacked 1in city

By Staff Correspondent

A procession protesting the
doctors' 'strike was attacked
allegedly by some doctors in
front of the Jativa Press Club
vesterday evening., witnesses
said.

The Paribar Parikalpana
Peshajibi Kendriya Samannays
Parishad [PPPKSP) brought out
the procession in the city.

When the procession
reached opposite to the
Bangladesh Medical Asso
ciation (BMA) office some
people started hurling brick-
bats at the procession at
around 4:30 pm. The proces-
sionists alsb retaliated with
stones and bricks

No serious injuries on ei-
ther side were reported in the
ten-minute brick batting.

Earlier. the PPPKSP held a
protest rally at. the Jan-
asankhya Bhaban which
demanded legal action against
the BMA, which had ecalled the
indelinite strike from
Septembet 21.

The rally presided over by
Mohammad Faruk was ad-
dressed by Ziauddin Ahmed
Khan, Md Majibar Rahman,

See Papge 12 Col B
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40-day Opposition
programmes
~ begin today
By Staff Correspondent

The three mainstream- op-
position parties — the Awami
League, the Jatiya Party and
the Jamaat-e-Islami — deman-
ding elections under caretaker
government, begin a 40-day
agitation programme today.

Identical programmes were
announced by the leaders of
these parties from separate
public rallies in the ecity
Thursday.

The programmes of the AL
and the JP will culminate in
the staging of an indefinite sit-
in before the Prime Minister's
Secretariat on November 9
while the Jamaat supporters
will march towards the same
venue the same day.

Today, all three parties will
observe a nationwide 'protest

See Page 12 Col 5°

Hasina accuses
PM of misusing
state media

Dppuﬂi-ttnn Leader Sheikh
Hasina, yesterday accused
Prime Minister Begum Zia of

misusing government media
to propagate 'lies in a Goebe-
Iliaq way,' reports UNB.

In a statemeént, Hasina re-
ferred to the Prime Minister's
announcement of Chit
a Commercial capital at a pub-
lic meeting there on Septem-
ber 28 and said, "No one has
heard her announcing Chitta-
gong as a commercial capital.”

She said newspapers have
rightly published reports
questioning the veracity of the
announcement, she said.

Hasina alleged that the PM
used the BSS. radio and televi-
sion to say so in the same
manner as she did to “falsify
the truth of shooting at me in
a train compartment at the
Ishurdi railway station.”

"By resorting to such
brazen lies and false propa-
ganda, Begum Khaleda Zia put

2 Me"'ti; kes of the IHter |

era. i is that her ways
are highly immoral and anti-
democratic, which clearly
amount to abuse of power."

This has forfeited the
credibility of the government
media, including the radio.
television and BSS, now cap-
tive in her hands and she must
not be allowed to worsen it
any further, Hasina said.

BMA seeks
support from
BNP, AL

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Medical
Association ,[BMA) is seeking
political support from the rul-
ing BNP and the opposition
Awami League (AL) for the im-
plementation of the doctors'
21-point charter of demands.

The BMA leaders yesterday
afternoon met BNP joint secre-
tary and Labour Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhulyan at his resi-
dence. Through him they
urged the Prime Minister to
meet their demands.

At a press conference. the
BMA expressed its resentment
at Thursday's government
press note and expressed its
determination to continue the
strike, which began on Sep-
tember 21. untli the demands
wWere met.

Hinting at bringing the pri-
vale practitioners within the
ambit of the current strike.
BMA president Dr MA Majed
said, "We do not want to n-
crease the suffering of people.
but the government is forcing
us to take that path (strike).”

‘It we knew of a better al-
ternative to make the govern-

Sce Page 12 Col 4
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House ground in Khulna yesterday.

Foundation of Rupsha

Bridge by Dec : PM

KHULNA, Sept 30: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today announced that the
foundation stone of a long-
cherished bridge over the
Rupsha river here would be
laid by the year-end. report
agencies.

"An Export Processing Zone
[EPZ) will also be set up at
Mongla,” she declared amid
thunderous applause at a
mammeoth public meeting at
the Khulna Circuit House
premises this afternoon.

Begum Zia said necessary
preparations have been taken
and funds mobilised to con-
struet the Rupsha bridge. an
election pledge of the ruling
BNP. She expressed her de-
termination to lay its founda-
tion stone by next December.

Thousands of people —
men, women and children —
from far-flung areas of the di-
vision attended the meeting.

The PM said : "This division

was neglécted by‘tﬁe’pamt au-

tocratic regime. The BNP gov-
ernment has already spent Tk

. 55 crore for the development

of the division while the auto-
cratic regime had spent only

. Tk. 12 crore.”

She said her party believes
in the politics of development
and production, and the gov-
‘ernment laild emphasis on in-
frastructural development by

constructing a large number of
bridges. roads, culverts and
educational institutions thro-
ughout the country.

Criticising the Opposition,
she said hartals. barricades.
blockades, damaging of public
property and keeping the peo-
ple hostage will not help them
win the people's support.
Some political parties have be-
come imbalanced seeing the
development spree under the
present government and re-
sorted to destructive activities,
she said.

The Prime Minister called
upon the opposition political
parties to shun their politics of
hartals and blockades in the
imnterest of the country's devel-
opment as well as continuation
of the democratic process.

Speaking of the demand for
impartial elections. she said,
"We have to- find out ways to
ensure free and fair elections
through discussions. We have
already placed a bill in
Parliament im this regard
which can be' discussed to
evolve a system f[or fair elec-
tions."

Efforts would be made to
turn the Khuina hospital into a
250-bed one, construct the
Khulna eity protection barrage
and introduce food-for-ediuca-
tion programmes in industrial

Sce Page 12 Col 4

Protect Munshlgan,] from
erosion: Hasina

TUNGIBARI. (Munshiganj),
Sept 30: Opposition Leader
Sheikh Hadina today branded
the BNP government 'corrupt
and callous.' and said it can not
alleviate the miseries of the
people, reports UNB.

The government's indeci-
sion and indifference has not
only deepened crisis at the
national level but also caused
immense sufferings to the
commonman, she told a cross-
the
areas of
nj district in the

Padma-eroded
Munshi
afternoori.

Hasina, visiting the far-flung
areas of Dighirbari, Hashail and
Bangla Bazar unions, affected
heavily by the erosion of the
river Padma, said thousands of
poor people have lost their
lands and homesteads in the
river and become pauper due
to the government's apathy
towards their plight.

The Awami League chief
said Tk 19 crore has been
sanctioned to protect
Munshiganj but no anti-erosion
measure was taken by the gov-_
ermnment. She called for formu-
lating a pragmatic plan to pro-
tect Munshiganj from erosion.

Hundreds of men, women

; .
A% o

A man puinted out by the crdwd as be
i#= beaten by Haitians 1n downtown

b i;&'

an “attache’, or an armed paramilitary policeman,
ort-au-Prince Thursday Meanwhile, celebrations to

mark the return of an ally of exiled President Jean Bertrand Aristide were marred by a hand-

! grenade attack, which killed at least three and injured 50.

— AFP photo

i
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UN lifts sanctions |
US troops take over state
TV, radio in Haiti

PORT-AU-PRINCE. Sept 30:
US soldiers took over state TV
and radio and guarded inter-
sections downtown Friday to
try to maintain order during a
pro-democracy march on the
third anniversary of the over-
throw of President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide. reporits AP

The Americans met no re
sistance during the predawn
takeovers to stlence the antl-
American mouthpieces of the
Haittan military coup leaders.

Hundreds of Haitlans chee-
red on the Americans at both
state TV and state radio head-
quarters. Employees of the
state TV were told to leave and
not to come into work Friday
and switchboards were flooded

with callers offering praise
said 1st“Lt. Clinton Trussell.
who led the 28-member Ame-
rican unit that took over state
™

"They're saying. 'Good.
Finally the Haitlan people will
get the truth.” Trussell told
The Associated Press. The Hai-
tians outside the TV instal-
lation, shadowed by two glant
white satellites, were shouting:
"Power to the people.” -

The stations had accused
the Americans of killing peo-
ple in a grenade explosion and
shooting Thursday that broke
up a pro-democracy march.
American troops were posted
along main streets downtown

See Page 12 Col 3

and children thronged to the
banks of the Padma braving
drizzles when the Opposition
leader visited the erosion-hit
areas in Tungibari thana by
motor launch. She talked to
the erosion victims and dis-
tributed sarees, lungis and rice
among them. '

"So long this government
remains in power. your misery
will remain.” she told a crowd
at Dighirbari.

Hasina, accusing the Prime
Minister, ministers and the
ruling party MPs and leaders of

" See Page 12 Col 6
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia addressing the biggest-ever public meeting at the Circuit

i

— PID photo

PM addresses rally
at Manik Mia
Avenue today

By Staft Correspondent

Prime Minister and BNP
chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia will address a public
meeting at Manik Mia Avenue
in the capital today at 3 pm.

The city unit of the ruling
party has organised the
meeting to  drum up public
support for the continuation of
the democratic process and
the government s development
activities and to protest
‘destructive activities’ by the
upposition.

Dhaka city chief of the BNP
and Food Minister Lt Gen
(Retd) Mir Shawqgat Ali will
chair the meeting Besides
ministers and central leaders
of the ruling party will also ad-
dress it.

The ruling party pro
gramme is being held two days
after the mainstream opposi
tion parties announced their
resh course of action at sepa-
rate rallies in the city

Meanwhile. BNP branches
al the city's B0 wardg vester
day organised rallies and pro
cessions to campaign for to-
day's public meeting.

Four of a family
killed in road

accident
By Staff Correspondent

Five prople — four of them
from a family — were killed
and over 20 others injured in a
major road accident near the
Bhaber Char bus stand on the
Dhaka-Chittagong highway un-
der Munshiganj district yes
terday evening.

All five. who digd on the
spot, were in a car that was
crumpled atter being squ-
eezed between a Chittagong
Dhaka bus and a truck.
Passengers o! the bus, which
skidded after impaect and
plunged into a roadside ditch.
were injured.

According to witnesses, the
tragedy occurred around 7 pm
when the car coming from
Chandpur reportedlv tried to
overlake the bus and collided

See Pape 12 Col 3
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