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NEWS BRIEFS
Hasina turns 47

A milad mahfil was organ-
ised at the Bangabandhu
Bhaban afier Magreb prayers
on the occasion of the 47th
birthday of the Leader of the
Opposition and Awami League
President. Sheikh Hasina re-
ports UNB.

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Sept 28
Security personnel caught
three tribal youths and recov-
ered from them 900 grams of

hervin today at Kaptal. Official
sources 8aid they were caught

from area of Kaptai

“while carrying the drug in (wo
packets,. They were later
handed over to police.

2 killed in road

AL least two persons were
killed and another one was in-
jured in separate incidents in
the city yesterday. A pedes-
trian was killed under the

wheels of a speeding jeep on
the Bishaw road. Baridhara

Medical College
Hospital [DMCH) where she
died. In another road accident.
& rickshaw passenger -was
yilled when 3 mishuk’ kno
cked his rickshaw near the
German Technical Institule,

Mirpur at about 2:30 pm
Tuesday. The victim Jabedul
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‘Mandafory testing for plague begins

from Calcutta.

ﬁ team of dnct.urs entering a Blman aircraft at the Zla
International Airport yesterday as part of government's
plague screening programme. Biman ground staff seen
wearing face masks while handling passengers arriving

— Star photo

By Staff Cnrrespendent

The government has de-
cided to temporarily close

down all but seven entry points

along the Bangladesh-India

border while health officials_

started screening all incoming

travellers from India at the

country s airports and border
points to check the spread of

plague.

The precautionary measures

were taken in the wake of the
recent outbreak of plague in

the western Indian state of

Gujarat. A few cases of the
highly contagious disease have
also been detected in the

neighbouring Indian state of

west Bengal.
The authorities have also
See Page 12 Col 3

Plague cases
across India
multiply

NEW DELHI. Sept 28:
Plague cases multiplied across
India today as the scourge
spread into the region sur-
rounding Bombay. to the heart
of Lhe capital New Delhi and
across Lhe country to the
teeming city of Calcutia, re-
ports Reuter.

Nearly -1000 people were | ; '

stiricken by the disease which
kills if not treated, authorities
in New Delhi said.

The victims included 333
new cases of plague in the
western state of Maharashtra,

Sce Page 12 Col 4
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125 out of 950 r eacu{,d so far

All but 7 entry points|E feared killed in

HELSINKI, Finland. Sept
28: An Estonian ferry carrving
more than 960 people cap-
sized 'and sank in the Baltic
Sea early today, and officials
said hundreds of people were
missing and feared dead. re-
ports AP.

Seven hours after the ferry
Estonia sank, only about {25
people had been rescued from

the 12-degree Celsius water.
Finnish authorities said.
"We saw about 40 lifg rafts.”

said Swedish rescue helicopter

pilot Sl;e:fan Carneros. "Unfor-

tunately, most of them were
He said waves in the

empty.*
area reached 6 meters.

The sinking threatened to
become one ol the worst pas-
senger ship disasters in recent
years. More than half of those
on board were Swedish, and
authorities set up an er-
gency center at a port just out-
side Stockholm for relatives of
the victims.

Stormy seas and winds top-
ping 90 kph were hindering
rescue operations near the site
of the disaster, about 37 kilo-
meters from the Finnish island
of Uto off the country's south-

_western coast. -

Finnish navy rescue ships
and helicopters were at the
scene. At least five other pas-

2, 1415 HIJRI

senger ferries nearby also were
trying to find victims in the
stormy, dark waters,

The Estonia sank sometime
after midmght (2200 GMT
Tuesday). The ferry sent out a
distress signal before it went
down. Some news reports said
the ship sank in five minutes
while others said it took clasr:r
to 30 minutes.

At least a dozen survivors
were rescued by another ferry.
the Mariella. said its informa-

tion officer, Per Erik
Sedergvist. |
Al least 10 others were

brought aboard the fegry Sym-
See Page 12 Col 3

Pﬂ[l]t" Mlmster Begum Khaleda Zia addraﬂmng a puhhc meeting at Ldldigh_l Maidan 1n

Chlttagﬂng yesterday.

Sirker. 40. was fatally injured
and was seni T the DMCH

where he succumbed to his in-
juries yesterday morming.

Blast kills 5 near
Islamabad

ISLAMABAD. Sept 28: An
explosion today at Pakistan s
majn weapons production
complex near Islamabad killed

aid not say what caused the

explosion at Wah. 40 km (25
miles) northwest of Islamat:ad.

reports Reuter

' Both dialogue, agitation
to continue : Hasma

By Staff Correspofident™ -

Awami League Chief Sheikh

Hasina said vesterday that we

would sit for a dialogue with
the government on the modali-
ties ol a caretaker government,
restructuring of the Election
Commission and formulalidn
of a code of conduct for the
ministers.

"We will continue dialogue
with the government and agi-
tation against it simultaneously
until it accepts our demand for
a carelaker administration Lo
canduct general elections.” the
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament said at a public
meeting at Bangabandhu Ave-

nxr in the capital yesterday

The AL chief, however, said
we would boycott such talks at
any stage if we found that
these falled to protect people's
interests.

"We'll also back out from
the proposed dialogue if it is
arranged with the motive of
showing their (rulers) powers

ague chief and Leader of the Oppomuun in Fl.dmrnant Sheikh Hasina addressing a

, dhury,

and the occasion is covered h_',r
the state controlled media”,
Hasina said.

The AL organised the public
meeting demanding resigna-
tion of the "corrupt. terrorist
and vote-dacoit” BNP govern-
ment to pave the way for elec-
tions under a non-party, care-
taker administration.

Sheikh Hasina criticised
BNFP's three and a hall-vear
rule. pledged various steps if
her party was voted to
and sought public support fer
her current agitation.

The meeting was also ad-
dressed by leaders of the party
including Abdus Samad Azad,
Abdul Mannan, Chou-
Tofael Ahmed. Amir
Hossain Amu, Zillur Rahman,
Mohammad Nasim, Abdul Jalil,
Matia Choudhury, Mozaffar
Hossain Paltu, Mayor Moha-
mmad Hanif, KM Jahangir., Dr
Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin and
Sultan Mohammad Mansur

See Page 12 Col 1

Opposition's 40-day
agitation |
programme
Mainstream opposition par

- tlrlvutﬂnhrmunmd a -ﬂ]—

day from October
1 which will culmfnate into a
sit-in outside the Prime
Minister's Secretariat on
November 9 to press for a neu-
tral caretaker government. re-
ports UNB. _ ‘

The almost identical pro-
grammes were announced si-
multaneously from the rallies
of the Awami e, Jatiya
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami.
Sheikh Hasina, Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury and Abbas
Ali Khan declared their re-
spective programmes.

The Awami League and
Jatlya Party will stage sit-in be-
fore the PM's Secretariat on
November 9 while the Jamaat
will lead a procession towards
the PM's Secretariat on that
ﬁ}'- .

The AL programmes ;
Protest day on October 1,
“padajatra” frem Tongi to
Mahakhali orr October 9, “train
march” on October 186-18,

See Page 12 Col 8

public meeting at Bangabandhu Avenue in the city yesterday.

— Star photo |

By Nurul Kabir

- The Opposition team for
the proposed Commonwealth
brokered dialogue with the
ruling party to end the present
political impasse would in-
clude leaders of all the parties
and groups having representa-
tion in Parllament. Chief Whip
of the Opposition Mohammad
Nasim told The Daily Star.
Ruling Bangladesh Natio-
nalist Party [BNP) leader and
Chief Whip of Parliament
Khandaker Delwar Hossain
told this correspondent that
his party had nothing to say as
regards composition of the

Opposition team for negotia-
tions.

The Commonwealth Secre-
tary General had however
proposed a dialogue between
the ruling party and the prin-
cipal opposition in Farliamtnt
Awami League.

According to Opposition
sources. the Commonwealth
proposal for a BNP-AL dialogue
made the 'principal’ Oppo-
sition party's two major part-
ners — Jatiya Party (JP) and
Jamaat — In the agitation for a
carelaker government to

See Page 12 Col |

Caretaker govt
now demand of
3 parties: JP

By Staff Correspondent

Jatlva Party's acting chief
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
has said the demand for a
caretaker government is no
more a demand of the Awami
League only but a demand of

the three major opposition
parties.
1 had talks with Sheikh

Hasina who agreed with me.
he said without directly refer-
ring to the Commonwealth

brokered proposed dialogue
between the ruling BNP and

the Opposition Awami League
See Page 12 Col 7

28 Hun-
drcdi of mf:mberl of the
opposition Pakistan Muslim
League (PML) were arrested
throughout the southern Sindh
provinee today. as leader
Nawaz Sharf vowed o defy an

| entry ban, party sourpes said,

reports AFP
The detentioms follow a ban

placed on six senjor leaders,

| including Shartf and his ally

Awami National Party (ANP)
chief{ Ajmal Khattak. from en-

lering Sindh, on the eve of

series & nationwide anti gov-
ermnent rallies.

PML sources said some 600
supporters and lower-level

party leaders had been taken
imo custody across Sindh,
considered a bastion of Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto's rul-
ing Pakistan Peoples Party.
There was no, immediate
confirmation from police
Former Prime Minister Sharif,
campaigning nationwide .1to
Benazir's government,
said Wednesday he would go
ahead with Thursday’s planned
rally in the southern pert oty
of Karachi in Sindh the PML
sabl
Describing the ban. im-
posed on him overnight Tues-
day by the provincial Sindh
government, as a “conspiracy”

Hundreds of PML activists held in Sindh

o divide the country, Shartf
said "Sindh is Pakistan and
Pakistan is our homeland
Nobody can stop us from going
anywhere we wish to go™ In
the country.

Last week Sharil called for

Khokhar (rom the

provinoe.

Ajmal Khattak. a senior
leader of the PML ally Awami
National Party (ANP) and fel
low ANP leader Zahid Khan

entering

were also ordered not to enter

opposition party supporters to gKarachi for 10 days. The ban

bold rallies and demonstra
tions in major cities and towns
on Thursday to force Benazir's

resignation. '

Late Tuesday, the Sindh
government barred Sharil his
former ministers Abdul
Sattar Lallka and Fakhre Imam

and a former deputy speaker of '

the National Assembly, Nawaz

on Shari( was the first since he
lost mid-term polis Benazir's
ruling Pakistan People's Party
(PPP) in October last year.

The President of PML
Sindh chapter’ Ghous All Shah,
told AFP that his house here
had been cordoned off by po-
lice and no one was being al
lowed to leave or enter.

i
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Package of deveIOpment
rpgrammes for Ctg

Frnm Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG." Sept 28:

' Prime Minister and BNP Chair-

person Begum Khaleda Zia said
here today the people of this
country would reject the
unconstitutional demand made
by the opposition for a care-
taker government. *
Addressing a public meet-
ing at Laldighi maidan she said
“The opposition being jealous

BSS and UNB reported: Amidst

cheers, thunderous

and clappings from the
audience, the Prime Minister
announced Chittagong as the
country’'s commercial capital
and said an international trade
centre would be set up in the

of the tide of development
works done by the BNP gov-
ernment and finding no other
means. has come to the field
with the caretaker gnvcmmmt
issue”,

The Prime Mlnl:ter urged
the people to get united to
spearhead the ongoing devel
opment and democratic pro-
cess in the country by resisting
the um:.-nmaﬂr and uncon-
stitutional move.’

She announced a package of
development programmes for

Democracy, Islam
not safe under
BNP rule: Jamaat

Jamaat-e-Islami leader
Abbas Ali Khan, In a hart-
hitting speech, yesterday said
thati neither democracy, neor

independence, nor Islam is
safe under the rule of this

L, reports UNB. i
"This government Iis
sible for the current
politl-cnt and religious crisis In
the country”, he told a party
rally at the north gate of Baitul
Mukarram mosque in the
aftermoon.
Khan, the senior nayel-e-
ameer, reiterated the partv
demands for neutral caretaker

See Page 12 Col 86
Children's Rights
Week begins
today

By Staff Correspondent

The "Shishu Adhikar Sap-
taho'®4” (Children's Rights
Week 94) will be observed

throughout the from
today with the rﬁﬂ:ﬂv‘ of
ts of the

establishing the
children.
The of Women and

Children’'s Affaivs. the UNICEF
and vartous socto-cultural and
children’'s organisations have
taken up elaborate programme
1o ohaerve the week,

The week will be inaugu-

See Page 12 Col 7

the development of the port
city that included setting up of
4 separate education hoard
here. turning of Chittagong
airport into an international
one. allocation of land for
establishing an international
trade centre, setting up of a
botanical garden. memorial

hall and a college in memory of

the martyrs and upgradation of
the Chittagong General Hos
pital.

Besides. measures will be
taken for establishing new
head offices of banks and in
surance companies here to in-
crease the infrastructural facil-
ities in this port city.

The Prime Minister assured
of all possible help from her
government to resolve the
problems of Chittagong.

She said "1 am always with
the people of Chittagong both
at the time of sorrow and
happiness".

She recalled that her party
had started the anti-autocratic
agitation from Chittagong.”

“Today, if you want to pro-
tect the democratic process
initiated by BNP government.
then join hands with us to re

, See Page 12 Col 8
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BTV staff resent
regarding GM

Star Report
An order by the Ministry of
Information has caused re-

sentment among the officers
and employees of

Television (BTV) who, at a
meeting yesterday, announceg
a series of programmes o re[-
ister their protest.

A ministry decision :
tember 26 cancelling a pre-
vious order issued only Sep-
tember 24 appointing Nawa-
zesh Ali Khan the General Ma-
nager of the state-controlled
media was criticised by the
BTV staff as

A press release lalund yes-
terday by three associations of
BTV staff decided not to give
coverage Lo the programmes of
anv -minister. This boycott
woilld not, of course. apply to
coverage of programmes of the

See Page 12 Col 6

Doctors reject
govt's offer
By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Medical
Association (BMA) yesterday
rejeclted a government com-
promise offer to end the indef-
inite strike of the government
doctors, sources said,

The offer was made "at a
meeting between two BHA :
representatives and the minis-
ter and the deputy minister for
health at .the ministry yester-
day afternoon.

The government proposed
to implement four major de-
mands including promotion

See Page 12 Col 8

Rate of interest

on agri loan
reduced

The present rate of interest
on agriculture loan has been
reduced to 11 per cent from
168 per cent with effect from
October 1, reports BSS.

This was revealed at a
meeting of Parliamentary
Standing Committee on the
Ministry of Finance in the
Jatiya Sangsad yesterday with
State Minister for Finance
Mojibur Rahman in the chair.

After a detail discussion on
a resolution sent to the com-
mittee by the Jatiya Sangsad
on 'interest free agriculture
loan be given to the farmers
immediately.’ the meeting de-
cided that the Ministry of
Finance. Bangladesh Bank and
scheduled banks concerned
would submit a report on how
the present interest raic of
banks on agriculture loan coukl
be reduced further.

Young girl raped
on launch

Bv Staff Correspondent

A1 Ansar constable and a
launch employee have been
taken into pelice custody for
allegedly raping a young launch
passenger

Poly. a 16-year-old girl who
boardéd a Dhaka-bound motor
launch— the MV Johnny-2 —
at Gournadi Tuesday. was al-
legedly raped by one Sohrab.

See Page 12 Col 7
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Tlote of Thanke

The Management of Meghna Shrimp Culture Ltd. Is pleased
to announce that about Tk 12.00 crores has been recelved
against subscription for public issue of
shares of Tk 2.50 crore (including 50 lacs reserved for ICB)
of Meghna Shrimp Culture Led.

The Management takes this opportunity to thank
Securities and Exchange Commission,
the Investors,
the Underwriters
Bangladesh General Insurance Co. Lad
Secwrities ('onswliants Limited
and

the Members of Dhaka Stock Exchange Lund
the Bankers to the Issue
Investment (orporation of Bangladesh

IFIC Bank Lid

drab Bangladesh Bank Lid
National Bank Lid
Rupali Bank Lid
and
the Manager to the Issue

SECURITIES CONSULTANTS LIMITED

for extending kind co-operation and
mwmm

MEGHNA SHRIMP CULTURE LTD.

TMC Buliding 8th Floor
52 New Eskaton Road Dhaka 1000




