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Dhaka to seek more
access to US market

The Foreign Minister ASM
Mostalizur Rahman. is ex-
pected to meet US leaders to
seck their support toward in-
creasing US investments in
Bangladesh and greater access
for its products iq the
American market, reports BSS.

The PForeign Minister. now
in New York to attend the UN
General Assembly session, ar-
rived tn Washington yes{erday
at the invitation of the
Chairman of the Foreign Affairs
Sub-Committee for Asia and
Pacific Affairs of the US House
of tatives. Congress-
man Ackerman

Ackerman will hold a re-
ception in honour of the

Foreign Minister at
the capitol building during
which Mostafiz will have a
round of discussions with the
members of the House
Committee of Fureign Affairs.

The Foreign Minister's
meetings with the US leaders
are expecied to contribute to
strengthening of emisting cor
dial and warm bilateral coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries.

Mostafiz is expected to seek

the support of the US lgaders
toward increasing US invest.
megts in Bangladesh and
greater access for its products
into the US market to sustain
the massive economic relorms
undertaken by the Bangladesh
government to develop a
sirong private seelor in the
country.

The Foreign Minister will
have separate meetings with
the US Senate Foreign
Relations Commitiee Senator
Claiborne Pell and senior
committee member Senator
Richard Lugar

The Foreign Minister will
have an exclusive meeting with
President Bill Clinton s
National Security Adviser,
Anthony Lake.

Mostafiz will meet US
Secretary of State. Warren
Christopher. He will also meel
the US Under Secretary ol
State for Political Affairs. Peter
Tarnofl and other senior State
Department officials.

The Foreign Minister. who
arrived in New York Sunday. is
scheduled to address the UN
G:ntral Assembly on Octo-

4 banks asked to give. loans |
to drought-hit farmers

The Bangladesh Bank has
directed four banks to provide
special  credit to the farmers
affected by drought in the
country's northern region o
help them recoup losses, re-
ports LUNB.

According tb a press release
ol the centrai bank. issued in
Dhaka yesterday. the Sonali
Bank. Janata Bank. Agrani
Bank. and especially the
Rajshahi Krishi Unnayan Bank
were advised to start the
credit programme immedi-
ately.

A drought-affected loanee
can now be given [resh credit
after rescheduling his previous
loan borrowed under the agri-
cultural credit programme for
the fiscal 1994-95 for Aman
paddy (local and HYV).

But the branches of the
banks concerned will examine
the feasibility of Aman cultiva-
tion before sanctioning new
loan. the press release said.

Besides. [resh credits may
be sanclioned for olther cirops

cultivable in the the drpught-
hit areas

A bank can also channel
crop loan to farmers who bor-
rowed for pumps. bullock and
pisciculture but defaulted max-
imum two instalments. The
bamks can lend fresh amount
rescheduling both the instal-
ments. and the loan borrowed
earlier to be repaid within
Maximum one year.

All transactions relating to
disbursement and recovbry of
agricultural credit should be
completed through the
Agricultural Credit Pass Book,

The banks have also been

asked to take up special pgo
gramme under the annual
agro-rural credit policy of the
Bangladesh Bank to integrate
the poor and unemployved with
income-generating activities,
The banks can also provide
credits by themselves or
through Non-governmeiital

Organisations for this purpose.

Rockets kill 12
near Kabul

KABUL, Sept 27 Twelve
people were killed by rocket
attacks Tuesday in a weslern
suburb of Kabul where rival
Shi'ite Muslims have been
fighting nearly two weeks, re-
ports AP.

The victims included four
medical students who died

when a military hospital was
hit. An additional 106 people
were wounded in the attacks
near the capital. officials al
several hospitals said.

Hundreds of rockets rained
down on the western suburb as
iroops loyal to President
Burhanuddinn Rabbani poun-
ded Unity Party positions near
Kabul Universily. where three
days earlier 1@ teachers were
killed.

The Unity Party is loyal to
Rabbani's archenemy, Prime
Minister Gulbuddin Hekmat-

Rabbani and Hekmatyar
have been fighting a savage bat-
tle for power since throwing
put the communists frem
Kabul in April 1992,

Most of Kabul lies in ruins.
About 750,000 people have
fled the city.

From Page | Col 4

have no access to medicine or
doctors.

Many of the people who fled
Surat last week went to 160
miles south to Bombay, but the
first cases of pneumonic fever
outside Surat were reported
today in New Delhi, 730 miles
to the northeast.

Twenty people,
them from Surat,

most of
have been

admitted to the Infectious

Diseases Hospital in New
Delhi, and two of them tested
positive for pneumonic plague,
said Dr RC Panda.

At the capital's train and
bus stations today loudspeak-
ers were ordering arriving
passengers with plague symp-
totns to report to doctors
"working there around the
clock. Nearby police have been
orderetl to rush anyone with
plague symptoms to the hospi-
tal. Although no such cases
have been reported yet, hun-
dreds of people were asking
the doctors questions about
the plague.

In West Berigal state, where

Plague in Calcutta

people with plague symptoms.
Health officials also have

raided pharmacies hoarding or
black marketing antibiotics
that plague sufferers need.

Hospitals in Ahmedabad.
the largest city in Gujarat. and
the bordering states ol
Rajastham and Madhya
"Pradesh, also are examining
several dozen patients with
suspected plague. In states as
far away as Tamil Nadu in
southern India, authorities re-
portedly are killing rats and
spraying homes with insecti-
cide.

In Surat. a port city in
western India. doctors and
soldiers are searching filthy
shantytowns for more plague
victims and Guarding Civil
Hospital to stop infections pa-
tients from fleeing,

But tension remains high in
some areas of the eity.

Hundreds of private doctors
fled Surat., where 2 million
people live. when the plague
broke out. Five doctors and
two nurses are recovering
from the disease at Civil
Hospital. On Monday. angry

Calcutta is the capital, the gov-  people ransacked the clinics of

ernment issued a red alert
tonight after seven of 17 pa-

tients admitted to hospitals in

the state tested positive for
pneumonic plague. United
News of India

Five of the plague paucntu
were in a Calcutta hospital,
1,000 miles east of Surat, and
one each in Malda and
‘Midnapore districts " outside
the city, UNI said.

In Bombay, 10 suspected
pneumonic plague patients
were admitted to hospitals to-
day, raising the total of 42,
health officials said. But tests
haven't found any cases of
plague yet.

About 2,500 paramedical
workers are conducting house-
to-house surveys around

Bombay — a city of 12.5 million
people. more than half

whom in slums — looking for

A

of

two doctors and burned furni-
ture in the streets, police said.
No injuries were reported.

At Civil Hospital, where
most of the city's 400 plague
patients are being treated.
three people died today, more
than died on Sunday or
Monday. But doctors said they
still believed that the number
of people suffering from the
disease in Surat was falling.

But nine of the 58 peeple
admitted Monday arrived from
villages outside the city. doc-
tors said. And two of the pa-
tients who died at the hospital
Sunday were from neatby rural

areas.
“Surat is improving, but the

situation appears to be getting
worse ouftside the city, so we
are rushing doctors and clinics
omt there,” a city administrator
said on condition of anonymity

Awam; League chmf bhﬂkh Hasina went to the Dhaka MC
Hospital to see Abdul Aziz, vice-president @ the aity AL who

was Iinjured

From Page 1. Col 7
pur, Syedabad, Pagla, Gabtali,
and Tongl. Police fired tear gas
at Tongi where pickets tried
to remove rallway tracks..

Police also used batons and
lobbed tear gas shells to dis-
perse mobs engaged in putting
up barricades on railway tracks
at Ashuganj. Svlhet and My-
mensingh.

Inter-district buses were ofl
the roads and did not leave the
terminals at Gabtali. Syedabad
and Mohakhali in the city.

Normal life in the capital
was affected during the barri-
cade programme. The city
wore a hartal-like look altho- *
ugh no such strike was anno-
unced by the Opposition par-
ties,

All. motorised vehicles sta-
yed off the streets while only a
few autorickshaw drivers da-
red to ply their vehicles. How-
ever, rickshaws moved [reely
without any hindrance.

Business centres and most
of the shops and private offices
as well as educational institu-

splinter injuries during
Opposition barricade programme.

yvesterday s
— Star photo

tions remained closed while
attendance at the government
offices was reported below
normal. |

Abdul Aziz, vice president ol
the Dhaka AL, sustaimed splin-
ter wounds when some home-
made bombs exploded as a
procession was passing near
Chankerpool in the city around
11:30 am.

Aziz and five others were
admitted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital while some
others were given [irst aid.

Our Correspondent-in Nara-
yanganj reports: At least 15
persons were injured. in-
cluding the driver of a train
and his assistant when picket
damaged a Narayanganj-bound
train near Chashara station.

Driver of the train Abdul
Quddus, 50, and his assistant
Idris Ali. 40. seriously woun-
ded in the attack, were rushed
lo the Dhaka Railway hospital.

No vehicles plied on the
Narayanganj-Dhaka and Nara-
yanganj-Demra roads.

In Lthe afternoon. the AL and
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Home-made Immhn were reportedly hurled at the ;lulmg

BNPs Lalbagh thana

office

in the city yesterday The

shutters of the office remained down during yesterday s

opposition barricade programme.

position barricade disrupts life

Jatiya Party organised separate
rallies in the town.

Our Staff Correspondent
writes from Chittagong: The
dawn-to-dusk road and rail
barricade programme passed
ofl peacefully

Barricades were put up atl
the Alankar cinema orossing.
the BOL crossing, Kaball-
yadham. Bahaddarhat crossing
and Bengura of Boalkhall thana.

The Dhaka-bound Kamap-
hali Express and Sylhet-bound
Jalalabad Express trains were
intercepted by pickets at
Pahartali around 1lam. Vehi
cular movemen!t between Chi
ttagong and Dhaka and Cox's
Bazar came (o a complete halt.

Our Staff Correspondent in
Sylhet reports: Four trains
were halted by opposition
pickets at the Sylhet station
while similar programme# we-
re ohserved peacefully in Su-
namganj. Habiganj and Moul
vibazar districts,

The district Awami League
held a meeting near the
Railwayv crossing area in Sylhet

\
|

Police remﬂﬂng a barricade from the railway track at Tongi, a city suburb, yesterday.
— Star phnto

— Star pheto

town with its district presi-
dent Abu Noor in the chair.

According 1o a report re-
celved from Pabna last night,
almost dll inks between the
district ‘headquarters and
north Bengal yemained cut off
for the whole day vesterday
because of the barricade.

A UUNB report fromm Khulpa
said, protesters halted the
Khulna-bound Shimanta Ex-
press and beat up its driver
Abdul Bari. They also badly
damaged its engine. Six people
were injured when police ba-
ton-charged the mob. Bari was
admitted to hospital with seri
Ous INjuries,

Buses, trains and lerries did
not operate during the barri-
cade. The Awami League, Jativa
Party and Jamaat workers put
up barricades at different
points.

Another UNB report from
Changdpur says. At least 22
people, including seven po-
licemen, were injured in a
clash when police baton-
charged opposition actvists,
halting a train in Swarasti
thana during the barricade
pProgramine.

The official In-charge of
Swarasti thana, Abdus Sattar,
and the ASP of Hajiganj circle
A B M Syeduddin were injured
seriously. They were admitted
to the Hajiganj health complex.

Police and witnesses said
Awami League, Jatiya Party and
Chhatra League men. holding
separate rallies on the rail
track in front of Waruk station
at moon. halted the Chandpur-
bound Sagarika Express from
Chittagong by waving a red flag.

They pulled out the hose-
pipe from the engine, making
it inoperative. Police managed
to restart the tpain by disper-
sing the angry activists.

Later, some 200

chased the police and pelted

ctivists

stones at them. Police coun- .

tered with a lathicharge. .,

A BSS report quoting police
sources said one police con-

stable, Nurul Amin. was in-,

jured when a section of pick-

ets pelted stones at him at |

Kakall, Banani in the city ves-
terday. He was admiited to the
Police Hospital.

.
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Sharif's entry
into Sindh
banned

KARACHI. Sept 27: The
Sindh government today ba-
nned the entry of former Pa-
kistani Premier Nawaz Sharifl
into this southern port city.
only two days ahead of his
planned protest rally here. of-
ficial sources here said, re-
ports AFP.

The provincial government

-has also barred five other lead-

ers of Sharif's Pakistan Muslim
League (PML) and his parlia-
mentary ally, the Awami
National Party (ANP), from
entering Sindh for 10 days.

An official statement car-
ried by the Associaled Press of
Pakistan [(APFP) said "the gov-
ernment of Sindh has banned
with immediate effect the en-
try of six persons in the
premises of Sindh province till
October 7."

in addition 10 Sharif, who
heads the main opposition to
the government of Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto, ANP
senator Ajmal
Khattak and Zahid Khan of

| Peshawar were banned for en-

tering the city.

PML members Abdul Sattar
Laleka, a Lahore MP. [ormer
Education Minister Fahkre
Imam from the same city and
former National Assembly
Speaker and MP from Islama-
bad Ngwaz Khokhar were in-

I cluded in the ban.

Clinton, Yeltsin agree to
convene confce on Bosnia

WASHINGTON, Sept 27;:
Russian President Boris Yeltsin
said today he had reached a
compromise with President
Bill Clinton f[ollowing three
hours of talks at the White
House, reports AFP.

"We found a compromise,”
Yeltsin said at a luncheon given
by Vice President Al Gore.

Yeltsin did not give details
of the breakthrough but his
aide Vicktor Ilyushin said the
leaders agreed to converie an
international summit on
Bosnia to which the Bosnian
Serbs would be invited.

"This is an old proposal
made by president Yeltsin six
months ago and that President
Clinton has agreed to . this
time," llyushin said.

[lyushin said that no date
was set for the summit and
that the proposal must first be
approved by the countries in-
vited,

Yeltsin earlier this vyear
proposed a summit meeting of

Britain, France, Germany, Ru-

ssia and the United States to

reach a final settlement of the _

war in the former Yugoslavia.
Earlier, Yeltsin warned that
Moscow would take it badly if
the United States followed
through cn its threat to lift the
embargo on arms supplies for
Bosnia's Muslims by the set
deadline of October 15.
Yeltsin Monday proposed that
the five major nuclear powers

sign a new treaty to slash the
number of atomic weapons.

"This treaty would stop the
production of enriched mate-
rials for nuclear weapons ...
and would further cut the
number of nuclear warheads
and carriers,” he told the UN
General Assembly.

Yeltsin said in his address
o the General Assembly that
the treaty would be part of a
more simplifiled world security
system under the auspices of
the United Nations.

The end of the cold war has
not broughl peace to the
world, he told delegates. say-
ing that separatist confilicts
racked the globe and large
stocks of nuclear weapons
posed especially grave prob-
lems.

He said Russia also wanted
the major nuclear powers o
agree on a permanent test ban
and an extension to the nu-
clear non-proliferation.

Reuter adds: The United
States expressed interest
Monday in Russian Presideund
Boris Yelisin's proposal that
the world's major nuclear
powers sign a (realy to slash
the number of atomic weapons.

"We have to look at the pro-

posal that President Yellsin
has brought,” Madeleine
Albright, US Ambassador to

the United Nations, told re-

porters.

[

| India backs UAE

move to resolve
1sland dispute
ABU DHABI, Sept 27: India

supports a decision by the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) to

‘seek international arbitration

to resolve its dispute with Iran
over -three Gulf islands, the
UAE news agency Wam re-
ported today, says AFP.

UAE Foreign Ministry
Acting® Unidder Secretary., Saifl
Said discussed the dispute
over Abu Musa, #reater Tunb
and lesser Tunb with Indian
Foreign Office LInder
Secretary, Salman Haldar here
today. the official agency said.

Said briefed the Indian offi
cial en the UAE's intention to
refer "the subject of the Lhree
UAE islands occupied by lran
to (he internattonal court of
leJStI.Cf".' it said.

Powertul typhoon
heading for Japan

TOKY(). Sept 27: A powerful
typhoon packing winds pp to
162 kilometers (97 miles) per
hour was heading toward
Japan s main island Tuesday,
leading the meteorological
agency to issue heavy rain
warnings lor the soulhwestern

part ol the country, repurts AP,
Orchid. the 26th typhoon of

this year. was located about
150 kilometers (90 miles)
northeast ol Minami Dailo is-
land in the pacific as of 10 pm
(1300 GMT} Tuesday

i
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JAKARTA. Sept 27: Kuwait plans to purchase several mili-

tary planes and ships from Indonesia s strategic industries, a

press report sald here today

The Bisnis [ndomesia Daily

quoted chatrman of the Strategic Industry Management Board
(BPIS) Bacharudin Juswuf Habibie after a meeting with visit-
ing Kuwaiti military chief Major General All Mu-Min. saying
that Kimwalt had expressed thetr interest in buying a military

hardware reports AFP

Germany to participate in
UN peacekeeping missions

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 27: Germany spid

reacdy to dully participaje in UN ptafrkm missions, a
czuom set by some countries for permanent membership

corn

teday it was

in the UN Security Council. In his annual speech b the UN

(renieral
also

Assembly. German Foreign Minister Nlsus Kinkel
expressed hopes that the process of expanding the

Security Counecil would lead to productive results,” reports

. |

Govt-Opposntlon talks
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continued until late last night,

the opposition |eaders are
learnt to have expressed the
view that the formal talks
should start ‘only after the ar-
rival of a special Common-
wealth emissary, as stipulated
in Chiel Emeka's proposals,
sources attending the meeting
sald .

" They also safd the cnppoai—

Llion parties would hold further

discussions before taking a ﬂ
nal decision

According+- t6 one seurce,
some leaders of the Jativa
Party and the Jamaat looked
guite unhappy that the Awami
League president had agreed
to talks with the Prime
Mimister on the basis of an
open dgenda leaving them out
in the cold Some leaders of
these two parties. who at-
tended last night's Opposition
caucus, told The Daily Star that
this was in breach of the broad
Opposition agreement nol to
sit for negotiatiens with the
government on a bilateral ba-
sis.

Opposition Chief Whip
Mohammad MNasim told re-
porters after the meeting that
Lthey had discussed the pro-
posals put forth by Chief

Ermieka s well as the second
letter addresged to Samad
Asadd Monday by Profl B

Rickshaws
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weré seeni early in the morn-
tig. rhey soon disappeared and
oidy a handiul of BRI double-
decker buses and tempos plied
in the city streets.

Thus the rickshawpullers
had a lield day and they were
out in large number, providing
the public a much appreciated
essential service.

"It was really pleasant to go
to office by a rickshaw today
(Tuesday), there was no traffic
jams and no pollution,” said a

senior bureaucrat at ihe
Secretariat, who resides in
Dhanmondi

Attendance in the govern-
ment offices was mostly nor-
mal and many of the private ol-
fices also functioned harmelly.
A good number of shops re-
maifed open but seme kept
their shutters down due to the
paucity of customers. Schools
mostly remained closed. .

RU JCD leader
stabbed: Six
held, 3 expelled

RAJSHAHI, Sept 27: Six ac-
tivists of the JCD were ar-
rested while three others were

‘expelled fropy the organisation
“for their alleged involvement

in stabbing a JCD leader on the

'Rajshahi University campus

today, reports LINB.

Campus sources said
Nishtak Ahmed, joint convenor
of the RU unit of the JCD, was
knifed in his hand following
conflicts between its two fac-
tions known as Shahid and
Bulbul groups at about -12:30
P

Palice arrested Shahidul
[slam, Dollar. Benazir,
Moazzem, Farhad and Razu
from the campus following the
incident.

Later, JCD leaders of the
RU wunit at an emergency
meeting expelled Shahidul
[slain, Mohammad Arif and
Jewel from the organisation
for their alleged anti-
organisational activities,

The meeting, chaired by
JCD's RU wunit convenor
Mokammel Kabir. also lormed
a three-member committee to
probe the incident,

PM may declare
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Many of ithe leading com-
mercial houses which earlier
had their head offices in
Chittagong later shifted those
to Dhaka and now have only l
aison offices in the port city
Mone of the financial institua
tions in the public and private
sectors have their head offices

L in Chitlagong,

A declaration o give Chitta-
gong 4 special economic status
will reverse the declining eco-
namic dertunes of the coun
try's second biggest city and
dgreatly improve its commercial
Iife. according to leading
members of the business
COMUnunity

perishabl-

€ howdhury regarding a a
bie dialogue. Prof s

letter contained the ruling
party's views on the Opposi-
tion s pre-conditions for talks,
conveyed by Samad Azad
earljer this menth, before
Chief Emeka came on the
SCENe.

A senior minister told The
Daily Star last night that the
BNP had no objection to wait
until the arrival of Emeka’s
emissary for the talks to start.
"However, we can take a step
forward by agreeing on the
date and venuwe and communi-
cating the same to the
Commonwealth Secretariat so
that the special efvoy can ar-
rive ac . he said.

Meanwhile, senior AL lead-
ers met at Sheikh Hasina's "4
ficial residence last night to
nalise their next course of ac-
tion in view of the latest devel,
opments.

One AL leader told this
corrgspondent that whatever
programmes the three main-
stre opposition parties an-
no at their respective
public meetings in the city
today weuld be gponsistent with
the latest political realities.

Party allows
Koirala to
contest polls

KATHMANDU, Sept 27:
Nepal's first democratically
elected prime minister in
three decades overcame a .e-
volt in the party and was al-
lowed to contest November's
general election, party officials
said Tuesday, reports AP.

Girija Prasad Koirala was
forced to quit in July after liis
governmenmnt lost a crucial vote
in pariament because many of
his own party lawmakers de-
clined to vote. '

Rebels within the Nepali
Congress Party had demar'>d
a change in the party's leader-
ship

BNP : Agitation
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them.” he said. Nazmul H
said that the BNP assu
power after a free and fair
election under a caretaker
goverrynent. “So, where is the
guarantee that there will be no
such street agitations after ap
election under a_caretaker
government in futurt the in-
formation minister said refer-
ring to the opposition demand
for a caretaker administration.
BNP leader and Works
Minister Rafiqul Islam Miah
said that the ruling party was

ready for a dialogue with an

open agenda to resolve the po-
litical impasse. ~

When contacted, he said
that he would not comment on
the Opposition agitation since
both the sides were now ready
for a dialogue.

1 hope the matter would
be resolved through the
planned dialogue.” he said.

National body
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Fruits. vegetable and other
items imported
from” India will be thoroughly
checked, sources informed.

The other members of the
comynittee are @ Information
Minister Nazmul Huda, Home
Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury, State Minister for
Civil Aviation M A Mannan,
Deputy Minister for Health Md.
Serajul Hugy. Health

DG Health Services, DG BDR, -
DG Army Medical Services, IG

Police and Director Infections
Disaase Hospital.

Another report add
Travelers may visit India ;
pass through Indian airports

without restriction despite the
outbreak of ue in the coun-
try. the World Health

Organisation said today.

A WHO circular advised
travel agencies Lthat the west-
ern Indian city of Surat is the
orly place officially declared an
epidemic zone. It said Indian
authorities assured the agency
there is no risk for travelers to
the country.

The eircular said travelers
should tell a physician about
any illncss appearing within
six days of leaving the plaguse
area, as well as the visit o the
epidemic area.



