The Baily Star

Founder-Editor : Late S. M. Ali
Dhnkn._‘-rrum:yt September 27, 1994

Pushing Jute Forward

week we published a special supplement
mﬁﬂed 'n.:o!“utuﬁ of Jute: Problems and Pros-
pects”. based on the transcript of a Roundtable
we had held, with the major players in jute sec-
tor taking in it. Two have happened
lr‘I:-:Uy. we have got an initial feedback
taking note of the new effort launched to breathe
life into the tottering jute sector, something we
like to believe would gather a ter momentum
fullness of a public te in the near
future. Secondly, true to his commitment at The
Daily Star Roundtable discussion, Jute Minister
. (Retd) Hannan Shah is hosting qaﬂunal
E:.ﬁ:gutmtheuubjectmamuplcdda time.
We can allow ourselves the nostalgia of

bemomwtlmoldihncsufjuttnn in

but not the lhuxury w&mh&atm
mind. The basic thing to realise is that hard-
headed decisions are needed within a national
policy framework to integrate our jute sector
with the world market in a context so vastly
different from the Korean war-time boom

the golden fibre.
%bﬂu bgm a decline in the production

and quality of raw jute as well as of jute goods.
Our Enutatyuf production have made the merchan-
dise. both in its raw and finished forms, uncom-
petitive on the international market. Add to this
our interest rates that keep above the worldwide
rates of between 3 and 4 per cent on an average.
Our rt prices are overvalued in relation to
those of India which is our major competitor in
the field.

It is not only at the level of raw jute production
but also at the manufacturing level that we have
had to subsidise the sector t is so full of po--
tential to be highly profitable in its own right.
While the costs of production reduce the compet-
itiveness of our prices abroad, and our foreign ex-
change earnings drop. the other folly of keeping
the industries alive by huge subsidisation goes on
impoverishing the tax-payers. So, it has been loss
all the P

Nuwwt.ahycrcfure. a cost-cutting management of
the industries and diversified use of jute can in-
crease our sales and profits so much so that these
can have a lift-pump effect on the cultivation of

ute at the primary level. But yes, marketing will

another component, which may stand in need
of a supplier's credit in due course. Yet, for all
practical pu s, we have to firm up the agri-
cultural and industrial production lines in the
first place. Our goodwill has eraded away a good
deal also because of shipping defaults of an unfor-
givable kind. |

The jute sector reform programme, as pre-
scribed by the donors, has had to major elements
such as privatisation of the loss-making public
sector and restructuring of their past debts.
Privatisation is conceived not merely as mode of
transfer of ownership but as a harbinger of im-
provements in the _l]la_lroductiﬂty and management
of the industries. There has to be an interim fi-
nancial arrangement catering to a training pro-

amme for upgrading the skill of workers re-

in the industries. And the declared surplus

«of labour has to be retrained for absorption else-

where. The third component of jute sector re-

form has to be basically our own baby — namely,

promotion of jute in paper. textiles, furniture and
solt luggage industries.

We have done some spade-work in all these ar-
eas, and have soie grasp of the pattern of em-
phasis to follow. What is needed now is a pricr-
ity-based national commitment within a clearly
stated policy framework to push jute ahead.

A Helpful Academy

The Shilpakala Academy has eased the proce-

dure for selection of works of art for the 11th
-National Fine Arts Exhibition. Now an artist -
painter or sculptor or any worker in the visual
media — will not be required to carry his pieces
to the Academy for selection. .Slides and colour
photographs will take the place of the original
works for selection purpose. This will be very
helpful to painters and specially to sculptors. And
artist from outside Dhaka will he much benefited
by the new arrangement.

One may debate that a photograph, either n
the slide or print form, cannot wholly be a substi-
tute for the real thing; but the many good points
of the new mode should outweigh the reserva-
tions that may be aired by some. The more cogent
point is whether there are adequate facilities for
making good colour slides or prints of paintings
and sculptures outside Dhaka itgn If a badly done
photograph fails an artist — and not his lack of

uality — it would be a most unfortunate thing.
ut this hardly can be avadided.

One had the impression that these selections
had always been vitiated by lobbying and other
kinds ol influecnce peddling — whether or not
such malpractices proved paying.-If the outsta-

. ton entrants must send their slides and prints
through mail or courier, can’t it be made bind-
ing on all to do uic same? Could the names of
the artists be kept away from the knowledge of
the selectors? This would sound a little less out-
landish if vou kept ten or twenty artists outside of
this ‘selectionn’ competition for inviting those
venerable masters to please participate in the
show.

Is a ‘fair’ selection of works of arts
is possible that a

possible? It
ury would not be influenced in
their judgement by considerations other than
strictly aesthetic. That can be a ‘fair’ selection but
not nec a competent or good one. The se-
lectors- must of necessity be picked from
painters of reputation, experience and power and
probity and art conngisseurs and critics of unim-

chable records as to their knowledge of and
eeling for art and also their integrity of opinion.
There should be a homogeneity of approach
among the selectors which may not always be the

;E:atu measure quality of art in a world
ted by plurality of tastes and stan-

ideal
now
dards. ;
- The Shilpakala Academy must be compli-
mented for their generous promotion of the vi-
sual and plastic arts. One only wishes that they
did the same to the other forms of art specially
music and the theatre. The Academy once played
a significant role in promoting the folk theatre
Jatra.’ The Jatra was then suddenly consigned to
a state of limbo by le on higher perches. Has
the Academy been steadfastly upholding the cause
of that form and exerting to s it in the way
it should have? An answer in the negative would
only justify our earlier call — the Shilpakala
Academy must be a wholly autonomous trust set-
up. We repeat our call.

‘Military
FTER the gnominious
fall of Marcos In the
Philippines and Ershad

in Bangladesh there was a

widespread expectation that

the age of military strongmen
was coming to an end,

An air crash had removed Ziaul

Huq of Pakistan from the

scene. But the little Napoleons

are very ambitious. Few
countries in the Third World
are yet safe from them. | had
written an article in The Daily
Star of st 21. 1994 about
the machinations of the
generals in Nigeria. | had ear-
lier written about the mil{tary
junta in Myanmar. Today ! in-
tend to write on- the develop
ments in Haiti — a tiny little
country which is in the inter-
national limelight these days.
Although Haiti is a stale in
the western hemisphere, we
have become involved in the
affairs of this far away island
as a result of the gov-

ernment's decision to join the
international force to restore
the y elected president to
his . This force was being
put together in response to an
UN Security Council resolu-
tion. President Clinton report-
edly requested our Prime
Minister personally to provide
troops for the mission.
President Carter, as an emis-
sary of President Clinton,
seems to have diffused the cri-
sits in Haiti without bloodshed.
American troops are already
there but on the basis of
agreement with the General
Raoul Sedras and other junta
leaders. But the elected presi-
dent of Haiti Mr Jean Bertrand
Aristides, living in the US as
an exile, has not yet returned
to the country. The generals
are still negotiating the terms
on which they will leave the
country. The fragile peace bro-
kered by Carter is welcomed
by everybody but the goal of
the United States has not yet
been [ully realized. However,
since the US troops are gradu-
ally gaining control over the
situation in Haiti, 1he general's
grip on power will not last

What is really significant in

this connection for countries

in the Third world is the deci-
sion of the UN Security

Council to authorize the use of

NEASINESS about the
ameount of land which
Asian interests are acq-
uiring has surfaced in the
booming New Zealand resort of

on guiside investment.

A ‘district councillor has
called on the local government
to curb the 'sale to foreigners
of "critical pieces of rural land”
near the southern tourist town
of lakes and mountains.

He told a council meeting
in July that virtually all New
Zealand beautly spots were now
on the international market. -

The councillor. 'Barry
Lawsence. said recent sales of
farmland near the resort, a 45-
minute flight from the inter-
national airport at

Queenstown, which is thriving

Christchurch, had forced up
prices far beyond the produc-
tive value of the properties.

Mr Lawrence, who is re-
garded as a voice of the envi-
ronmental and conservation
lqbbies, said his major concern
was the number of leased up-
land grazing runs in the region
which were going for up to 10
times their farming worth.

He produced figures which
showed that the country's
Overseas Investment
Commission, a regulatory arin
of the central government, had
approved 114 foreign applica-
tions last year for about 49,000
hectares of land worth in total
NZ $138 million (nearly US
$83 million).

Mr Lawrence added : "l can
see very little advantage in
putting New Zealand on the
market for the very rich...”

The district council agreed
to pass on his concerns to the
central government in
Wellington, where they will be
received but most likely pi-

address. '

Sir, Rickshaws are now an
essential part of our way of
life. Besides the socio-eco-
nomic reasons, this is also a
political factor. No party, in
power or out, would displease
the large group of owners and
pullers. We are to live with
this traffic phenomenon and
make whatever improvements
that are possible.

I suggest some measures for
consideration here. One, let
some roads be exclugive for
rickshaws for certain hours in
a day (when alternate roads
will be rickshaw free).
Competent traffic consultants
can determine this. Two, lo-
calize the movement ward
wise. Lastly, design of permit-
ted rickshaws may be modified
for amicable co-existence with
others. Rickshaws (and autos

force Lo restore the elected
president of the country.
There cannot be two opinion
that it was the right decision.
The response ol Bangladesh to
the request for troops was also
the correct one. In fact, as far

as | am aware, E:lnltm:;
céun

the UN not an uni-
identical

the international reality woday.
The situation in for
instance, is similar to Haitl.

son elected by the people to
that post. His successor, the

" new head of the military junta,

Gen. Sani Abacha, is doing ex-
actly what his predecessor did;
he is brutally suppressing the
popular movemeht in favour of
Mr Abiola. In Myanmar too a
military junta nullified the re-
sults of a general election by
putting the elected MPs and
their leader Aung San Suu Kye
behind the prison bars!
Defiantly, the regime nullified
the people’'s verdict and ig-
nored international criticism.
Yet neither the UN nor the
champions ol democracy in
Europe and America thought
in terms of UN interventio® on
the side of the people ol those
countries. 1s it because these
are resource-rich countries
and the western businessmen
would not like to rock the hpat
that offers prospects of such
profit? ' _
Haiti and Dominican
Republic — two small states

geon-holed.

It is nearly 10 years since a
Labour (socialist) government
set out on a private enterprise
course to bring New Zealand
into the real world. and re-
laxed strict controls on foreign
investment.

The present National
(conservative) government of
Prime Minister Jim Bolger. a
North Island farmer before he
entered politics. is committed
to getting all the Asian invest-
ment it can.

Changes to the overseas in-
vestment regulations in 1985
have seen millions of dollars,
notably from Indonesia,
Singapore, Taiwan, Japan and

.Hong Kong. sent in to buy

property in key wurban and
tourist locations.

Purchases ranged from the
warm sea beaches of the North
Island to high-country sheep
runs and scenic lake, river and
mountain resorts like
Queenstown, in ‘the South
Island.

Although its resident popu-
lation of 15,000 does not
qualify it for city status,
Queenstown is one of the best-
known places in New Zealand
to foreigners, along with
Auckland and Rotorua, the
centre of volcanic hot springs
and Maori culture,

Pushed by an active tourism
lobby, Queenstown has wel-
comed visitors to a wide range
of outdoor adventure activities
like skiing, trout-fishing,
white-water rafting and high-
speed jetboating in clean,
green scenic surroundings.

Both central and local gov-
ernments have smiled as over-
seas investors bought up farms
to build a luxury golf and
country living complex 20
kilometres from Queenstown
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publication in these columns shmdd_-!:-l
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
.tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

& tempos) being wedge
shaped tend to insert the
front wheel into even an inch
of gap at the peril of the
pullers and passengers and ig-
noring the well-being of sur-
rounding vehicles. The new
design may incorporate a flat
bar or fender .in the front to

- make the width uniform alonf§

the length. In other words
the vehicle only enters into
any space where the whole
body can pass.

M A Hagq
Green Road,
Dhalka-1205

Charismatic
personality

Sir. Commonwealth Secre-
tary General Chief Emeka
Anyaoku made a courtesy call
on Leader of the Opposition

2 Shah AMS Kibria

m:nﬂl island in the
Sea. not far from

€uba, their bigger neighbour to
the north west. In the shadow
of a . the Caribbean
states little choice but fo
accept the Monroe doctrine
ynder which the United States
exercised a sort of benevolent
p over these states

is the only country which.
for political and ideological
reasons. fell out of line. The
resultant tension between Cuba

and the US s well known No
one belleved that the milnary
rulers of Haiti, led by Gen

Sedras. would succeed in defy

ing for long the wishes of the
United States They ousted Mr
Aristides and hoped that if
they could hold out long
enough the United States
might accept their regime as a
fait accompli f Reagan was in
the White House perhaps their
plan might have succeeded

But a democratic White House

Haiti under the gun
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Ian McCrone writes from Queenstown

and Lake Wakatipu. on which
the town stands.

New Zealanders have always
been afraid of being "bought
out” by wealthy foreigners, who
can find the cash for invest-
ment "bargains” the locals
cannot afford — or do not wish
to risk.

As recently as April this
year, a Ministry of Foreign
Affairs survey found that four
out of five New Zealanders
considered Asian tourists were
a benefit to their country.

But only a quarter thought
Asian iflvestment was a good
thing. Most had mixed feel-
ings. and 18 per cent opposed
it outright.

The Overseas Investment
Commission, which imple-

ments government policy un-

der powers delegated from the
Minister of Einance. says New
Zealand welcomes and encour-
ages foreign investment, with-
out discrimination.

An overseas "person” is de-
fined as a non-resident com-
pany or a New Zealand group-

“ing _in which 25 per cent of

the voting power or more Is
held by foreigners.

The commission's consent
must be obtained for any pro-
ject exceeding NZ $ 10 million
(US$6 million). Special condi-
tions apply to fishing ventures
and land deals.-

Foreign purchase of farm-
land over five hectares, or one
hectare of any island. fore-
shore or lakefront has to show
benefits in the form of job op-
portunities, more processing
of primary products, market
development and introduction
of technology or business
skills.

Most of the deals are done

[ OPINION '+ =i T
Of Pledges and Parliament, o

—

1

Sheikh Hasina at her Minto
Road residence on September
18, 1994. They sat.together
and exchanged views on vari-
ous issues. The Commonwealth
Secretary recalled his meeting
with Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur *Rahman in Ottawa,
Canada in September 1973
during the Commonwealth
summit. He mentioned how he
was overwhelmed by the
charismatic personality and
generosity of the late leader.

The background photo-
graph of Bangabandhu placed
in between Sheikh Hasina and
Emeka Anyaoku on the occa-
sion which was published in
The Daily Star, Dhaka on 19-9-
1994 looked live as if Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman himself was
physically present there and

'listening to their talks.

[s it not a reflection of the
charismatic personality aof
Bangabandhu? We hope Co-
mmonwealth Secretary Gene-
ral may preserve this photo-
graph also, like he has not
forgotten his meeting with
Bangabandhu in Ottawa in
1973

O H Kabw
Dhaka- 1 203

without fanfare. Only occasion-
ally is the extent of the buy-up
made apparent to the ordinary
New Zealander — when some-
thing goes sour.

Two years ago. the sale of
an island resort near Auckland
to a Garman national collapsed
because of the outcry which
followed the disclosure that he
was wanted for a number of al-
leged offences in his home

Rule in Haiti, Nigeria and Myanmar : Response
of the International Community

forind it toe distasteful to live
with a uniformed mini-dictater
next door to the United States.
However, much to the embar-
rassment of the liberals in
United States’ CHrton I
lated. He was loath to commnit
US troops for ousting the gen-
erals. The décigive fagtor. i
seems, was the large flow of
refugees arriving at the shores
of the United States as desti-
tutes. Americans are already
concerned about the flow of il
legal immigrants from Mexico
and the asylum-seekers from
Cuba; they did not relish the
prospect of another massive
wave of immigrants from Haii.
The tide could not be hailted, it
was concluded. unless the cor-
rupt. inefficient and oppres:
sive military junia was re-
moved from power. Hence the
[inal decision to act.

It should be neoted that
Haiti s population is largely
black. Many of them are de-
scended from freed American
slaves who were settled In
Haiti. Due to the years of ex-
ploitation by unscrupulous
rulers as well as the misman-
agement of the economy. the
people of Haiti are very poor. A
witch doctor known as Papa
Doc ruled over the state and

exploited the people for many .

years. He used Voodoo magic
to cast a spell on the people
and secure his regime. After
his death his son Baby Doe
succeeded him but could not
hang on to power. | believe he
has taken shelter in Europe
with his looted treasure. The

present military rulers have |

also tried to make use of
Voodoo magic to tighten their
grip on power. The case of
Haiti clearly shows how dearly
a nation pays for lack of educa-
tion and general backward-
ness.

The time has come loir the
Third World countries to con-
sider how the UN can be made
an effective instrument on the
sicle of the people everywhere.
After all. the Charter was pro
claimed not in the name of the
member states but in the name

of the "peoples” of the United

country.

Critics of the government's
free market philosophy argue
against the one-sidad nature of
the land sales policy.

They point out that New
Zealanders do not have recip-
rocal property-buying rights in
cotuntries like Japan, or even
the Cook Islands in the Pacific
Ocean, which were financed
for decades by New Zealagd
aid dollars.

They also worry that

ple. can the UN play a role on
the side of the people? It is
basic question though adwmit-

tedly a tricky ome. Section 7 of
Article 2 of the Charter which

bars the UN from interveninglj

in matters which are
-"esgentially within the domes-
tic jurisdiction’ of members
states. has been used by dicta-
tors to prevent the UN from
looking at their misdeeds. Bul
chapter VIl of the Charter
gives 1he UN enough scope to
overcome these legal barriers
if the Security Council decides
that the situation contains the
seeds of conflict which could
spread beyond the borders of
the state concerned. In Haiti,
Nigeria and Myanmar the mili-
tary rulers gave clear proof of
their bad faith and evil nature
by cancelling elections results.
There are clear signs that the
internal conflicts will not re-
main gonfined to the geo-

" graphical borders of these

rountiries. The positioh may
not be so clear in other situa-
tions. In Zaire, another African
nation, the military dictator
Mobutu has reportedly stolen
billiens of dollars from the
people of that unlucky nation
but no one seems to be able to
do anything about it. Howewver,
where there is a clear case

. such as in Nigeria or Myanmar,

the UN and the international
community has a sibil-
ity. The great powerS cannot
apply the standards on a selec-
tive basis. Respect for the UN
and international law and
morality will be seriously
eroded if it is seen that it is
the great powers who are devi-
ating from the ldeals which
they preach. While one must
commend the United Nations
for taking positive steps to
save the people of Haiti from
the oppression and brutality of
a corrupt and cruel regime. its
silence or faflure to act in
similar situations will
undermine its moral authority.
Instead of being used as an
instrument of the great
powers. the UN must live up to
the high ideals enshrined in
the Charter.

Sale of NZ Farmland to Asians Raises Concern

wealthy developers may be able
to persuade local councils to
bend their planning ordi-
nances and allow land uses
which would normally be re-
fused.

There is no sign at present
that the Bolger government
has'any intérest in tightening
the criteria against foreign in-
vesitment. The outlets for Asian
money in the property market
are likely to remain as they
are. — Depthnews Asia

Democracy and Dictum

N the evening of Septe-

Omber 19, the Prime

Minister spoke to the
nation. Any sincere persor.
whatever party he or she may
belong to has to admit that her
speech was profound and
sincere. There was not the
least insincerity in whatever
she spoke. There may be
difference of opinions and
views on what she presented
before the nation. It is one of
perception, and one’s attitude
to the events that influence us.

About four years back. on
November 19,1990, Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
and Awami League Clriel
Sheikh Hasina Wazed had
agreed on a Parliamentary
form of Government in the
country. The leaders also
agreed, that the electronic
media should be autonomous,
and completely free from gov-
ernment comntrol. But that-is
yvel Lo occur.

The Prime Minister in her
speech said, that in
September, 1991 the 12th
amendment to the constitution
was adopted in the Jatlya
Sangsad through a national
consensus leading to the
restoration of parliamentary
democracy. However, in fair-
ness to truth, we have to admit
that this transition to the
Parliamentary form of govern-
ment did not come easily. The
BNP dragged their fit for quite
sometime, before the amend-
menl took place,

At his stage we would not
like to define or te give the
details of a Parliamentary form
of Government. [t would sullice
to say that the Parliament is
the supreme and the absolute
authority to express the
wishes ol a sovereign people
Here we must recall what hap-
pened during the last three
years ol the parlilamentary
democracy.

The most important duty of
the Leader of the House and
the Leader of the Opposition is
to sit regularly in the parha-
ment when 1t is in session
The Deputy Leaders or the
Ministers certainly participate
in the deliberations that affect

the [uture and welfare of the
nation. It was the very negation
of the parliamentary form of
government, when the leaders

were not there and a large

Shahabuddin Mahtab
majority of the MPs who are to
serve the public were also not
there.

The leaders may not be
present in the House due tp
urgent reasons beyond their
control. But such occasions
must be minimal. if we are to
show our honest and due re-
gard to the supreme parlia-
ment. It is only through dis-
cussions, and the wisdom of
the parliamentarians that the
innumerable problems of this
country can be tackled. All rea-
sonable suggestions, and opin-
jons of the opposition were
needed to be respected.  In
this matter the ruling part
had a great deal of responsibil-
ity. |

During the last three years,
the professional bodies, the
trade unions, the students and
every segment of the society
in their courses of actions, ap-
parently tried to defy an
elected parliamentary govern-,
ment. And more than three
years have already passed, and
the next election is not far off.
But the signals seem to be
gloomy for both the ruling and
opposition parties as well as
the electorate in general. It
has been a matter of great sad-
ness, that when the whole
people suffered from one
‘hartal’ to another, was not
some amount of patriotism
necessary on the part of the
comparatively conscious sec-
tion-of the society, not to see
the economy only shudder and
dip.

At a time when the nation
expected foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) from Japan and
many other countries, we cre-
ated an image which simply
frightened the intending in-
vestors. When Vietnam is being
NNooded with FDI we are even
unable to have a trickle down
ATTROUNL.

The Prime Minister. in her
speech spoke of doubling the
size ol the Annual
Development Programme
(ADP) within a period of three
years: she also said. that we
have been able to finance 36%
of ADP from our domestic re-
sources 1n the fiscal year
1993 94 Madam Prime
Minuster also added that our
export earnings have Increased
by about Taka 300 crore

There are facts which no per-
son can deny. With reference
to the speech of the Prime
Minister, the Awami League
Chief commented that the so
called “wave of development
sweeping across the country ....
is myth.” This comment, how-
ever. needs clarifications. But
it is a fact that even wheg a
country achieves a growth rate
of 5 to 10%, the general
poverty prevailing there may
not be reduced greatly. The
process ©of growth and transfer
and re-distribution of wealth is
not .an easy process, but an ac-
countable and responsible gov-
ernment has to ensure social
Justice through delinite poli-
cies, programmes and direct
intervention whenever neces-
sary.

Let us quote here, Article [l
of the Fundamental Principles
of the 5State Policy: “The
Republic shall be a democracy
in which fundamental human
rights and freedoms and re-
spect for the dignity and worth
of the human person shall be
guaranteed.” The constitution
which is the property of the
nation does not give us any
scope for a change in the Govt.
through ‘hartals.’

And the Government also
has other important respon-
sibilities to the nation. We
would like to refer to Articles
14 and 15 of the Constitution
which refer to (a)
Emancipation of peasants and
workers, and (b) Provision of
basic necessities.

A leader of a country has
enormous responsibilities, and
he/she cannot flag or faill in
his/her duties. Often hard, un-
pleasant and difficult decisions
are required to promote the
cause of welfare of the people.
So with all humility and re-

spect we earnestly request
both the Leader of the
Opposition and the Prime

Minister to rise to the heights
of great statesmanship. and
courage at this present ume.

The people of Bangladesh
are simply woenderfull who
have time and again braved the
floods and cyclones, fought the
great war of liberation, when
the cream of our youth made
the supreme sacrifice, so that
we may live with dignity. Let
not the blood of our martyrs go
in vain or disrespected anyway.




