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Jakob Hlasek of Switzerland piay
the Davis Cup World Group qua

6-0.

.....

sa hackhand shut agamst [ndnnesld - Bennv Wiayva during
lifying match in Jakarta yesterday. Hlasek won 7-6, 6-3,

— AFP phutu

Russia one up against Germany in Davis Cup

HAMBURG, Ger-
many, Sept 23:
Yevgeny Kafelni-
kov spoiled Ber-
nd Karbacher's
Davis Cup debut
witli a four-set victory Friday
that gave Russia a 1-0 lead over
defending champions Germany
in the World Group semifinals,
reports AP.

Kafelnikov won the openirng
singles 7-6 (7-2), 6-1, 2-6, 6-4

the newly-installed hard
urt at the Rothenbaum ten-
nis club.

"It was very important for
us to get a good start and I
went into the maich very con-
centrated,” Kafelnikov said. "I
knew what | wanted to do and
[ did it."

The hard court replaced
the usual clay surface and was
put in to help Germanys top
player. Michael Stich, who
reached the final of the US
Open earlier this month on a
similar surface.

Stich played Alexander
Volkov in the second singles of
the best-of-five series.

Russia advanced past the
first round for the first time
this year, while Germany are
three-time champions.

The organisers took a gam-
ble with the weather by going
outdoors and it paid off. The
last summer weekend began
under a blue sky and a mild
temperature.

Karbacher made a backhand
error to drop his serve in the
fifth game but he tied the
score at 4-4 by breaking back
in the eighth game.

The set went with serve
from then on and Kafelnikov
was steadier in the tiebreak,
winning 7-2 when Karbacher
seni a forehand into the net.

The 20-year-old Russian
broke for 2-0 in the next set
and rolled through the second
set in just 24 minutes.

He lost the third almost as
fast.

Karbacher, 26, took advan-
tage of a double-fault by
Kafelnikov to break for a 2-0
lead. broke again for 4-0 and
demolished the Russian with
powerful ﬂrnund strokes.

Kafelnikov again commitied
a double-fault to give up the set
and the German was back in
the match
« A string of unforced errors
that plagued Karbacher
throughout the match caught

up with him again at the start

Bad start for Karbacher

of the fourth set when the
German immediately dropped
his serve.

But he evened the score at
2-2 by rebreaking in the fourth
game, delighting about 6,000
fans at the Rothenbaum Club.
Despite the sunshine, only
about two-thirds of the seats
were filled. '

Karbacher's momentum did
not last long. In the fifth game,
facing a break point, he sent a
wild backhand volley long that
put Kafelnikov back in the
lead.

The Russian. ranked 12th
in the world after a rapid rise
through the ranks this year,
survived two break points in
the next game, thundered an
ace and scored with a scorch-
ing forehand to take a 4-2 lead.

Kafelnikov was never under

pressure again and won on his
first match point when
Karbacher senf™ a forehand
long, winning in two hours and
30 minutes.

"He 1= one of the lnp re-
turners in the game, 1 tried to
serve to the lines, but it didn't
always work and he scored a
lot with his returns,” said
Karbacher, who is ranked
33rd.

TOKYO, Sept 23
US Open champi-

on Arantxa Sanc-
hez-Vicario was-
ted little time
and effort in

breezing into the semifinals of
the 400,000 US dollars Nic-
hirei women's tennis tourna-
ment today, reports Reuter.

The top-seeded Spaniard
stayed on course for her sev-
enth title of the season when
she emphatically outclassed
unseeded American Marianne

erdel 6-4. 6-0 in the guar-
ter-finals.

The match was a far cry
from their encounter last
month in San Diego in which
Werdel severely extended the
world number twb In a tight
three-set battle.

“The difference between
that match and today is that |
played much a more consistent
and stronger today than [ did
in San Diego.” Sanchez Vicario
said.

The two players slugged it
out from 4¢he baseline of the
sun-drenched Centre Court,
with the 26 year-old Werdel
breaking the top seed in the
fourth game of the first set

But Sanchez-Vicario broke
back immediately and went a
break up in the seventh game

Greenpeace hits
out at Sydney
Games organisers

SYDNEY, Sept 23 Autho-
rities charged with protecting
the environment during the
Sydney Olympic Games in
2000 have failed to organise
effectively. the environmental
group Greenpeace said Friday
reports AF

“We can see no clear and
obsious translation of the envi-

ronmental guidelines into the
technical requirements of
those developers tendering for
the Olympics.” said Green-
peace’'s Australian chief execu
tive. Lynette Thorstensen

She said there was a "high
degree of disorganisation
among those responsibile for

environmental protection
during the Games

She was speaking at a news
conference marking the firsi
anniversary of Sydneys suc
cessful bid te hold the Olym
pics.

"We are concerned at the
lack of progress in making

the first 'Green Ga
mes’ " she said.

New South Wales state Pre-
mier John Fahey disputed
Greenpeace's statements and
dented any enpirorimental ag
reements had been breached

"We are commitied to an
environmental village = Fahey
said

“The first couple of games |
had to get used to her shots
but | learned a lot from that
S&n Diego match.” she said.

Sanchez-Vicario could do
no wrong in the second set.
Werdel continued her aggres-
sive game but was frequently
left shrugging her shoulders in
disbelief as the US and Frenchi
Open champion chased every
ball and pulled off seemingly
im winners.

"I chose to come to Japan
because | like the tournaments
and the people like me,” said
Sanchez-Vicario, who has at-
tracted swarms of young auto-

graph-hunters off the court

here.

Seventh seed Amy Frazier of
the US also made her way into
the semifinals with a 6-2, 7-5
win over local hope Mana
Endo.

Fourth seed Gabriela Saba

Schez-Vlcarlo sails

tini made heavy weather of her
quarter-final, squandering
three match points in the sec-

ond set before barely surviving
through the third to beat un-

seeded Sugiyvama of Japan 6-3.

5-7. 7-5.

Sabatini received on-court
treatment to her left foot at
the beginning of the final set,
seon after which the Argentine
found hersell trailing Sugivama
3-5 and just two points away
from elimination.

But the gritty game of the
unheralded Sugiyama fell apart
as she succumbed to a bout of
nerves. double faulted, and let
the Argentine back into the
match.

Sabatini, looking for her
first tournament title since
winning the Italian Open back
in Mhy 1992, meets seventh
seeded American Amy Frazier
in the semifinals.

......

USs hnsketbali star Fll"ﬂl'.l Hagu: lnhnmn passes thF hall

during a charity game to raise funds to fight AIDS against
the Best of Levallois-Antibes' in France on Sept 22. This was
the last game of Johnson's European tour The Magic All

Stars won 130-104

— AFP photo

ey

'when Stafford retired.

Sport

Swiss Davis
Cuppers safely
placed

JAKARTA, Sept 23: Swi-
tzerland raced to a 2<0 lead
over Indonesia on Friday by
winning the opening singles of
their qualifying round tie for
the 1995 Davis Cup World
Group, reports Reuter.

The Swiss, runners-up to
the United States in the 1992
final, encountered stiff resis-
tance from the Indonesians but
came through to establish a
perfect position from which to
win the best-of-five matches
tie.

Jakob Hlasek relied on his
powerful serve and volleying to
overcome Benny Wijaya in the
first singles 7-6. 6-2, 6-0.

The Swiss player, ranked as
high as seventh in the world In
1989, started slowly and al-
lowed the Indonesian number
two to serve for the first set at
5-4.

Wijaya played tentatively
and Hlasek broke and went on
to take the set in the tiebreak.

Hlasek played more pa-
tiently for the rest of the |-
match as Wijaya went down |
under a spate of unforced er- :
rors.

"It is difficult to play some-
one you have never seen be- - -
fore." Hlasek said. "In the sec- | | : S
ond set, 1 tried to wait for the |}
opportunity before attacking
and it worked."

Marc Rosset, Swiss number
one and 1992 Olympic gold
medalist, put his team 2-0
ahead with a 6-4, 6-3, 6-1 rout
of 17-year-old Suwandi.

Rosset played inconsistently
for most of the match but he
was able to draw on his can-
nonball serve to fend off the
young Indonesian’'s few oppor-
tunities to break.

Suwandi managed to break
once in the third set but pro-
ceeded to lose the next four
games and the match.

Indonesia face a difficult
task in Saturday's doubles
against Hlasek and Rosset, who
won the Italian and French
championships in 1992.

India, S Africa
win one each

JAIPUR. India. Sept 23:
India and South Africa each
won a singles match on the
opening day of the Davis Cup
World playoff Friday, reporis
AP,

LONDON, Sept
23: Briton Lennox
Lewis, yet to es-
tablish his credi-
bility with the
sceptical Ameri-
can fight fraternity, will have
his credentials as World
Boxing Council (WBC) heavy-
weight champion thoroughly
examined by the rugged Oliver
McCall on Sunday, reports
Reuter. i

"They (the American public)
will always give me a hard time
until there are no more
American fighters to beat,"
Lewis said ruefully this week.

McCall, a rugged. uncom-
plicated fighter from the

Chicago ghettos, boxed more
than 300 rounds with Mike
Tyson before the former
undisputed world champion
unexpectedly cost to Buster
Dnuglas in Tnkyu fnur vears

H: has also sparred with
Carl Williams and Larry Holmes
and looked highly impressive
during his workouts this week.

"] see this fight in my mind.
| see so many different things.
"I've never been a so confident.
I see me beating him to the
jab, outboxing him, landing
first with my short right,
throwing lots of left hooks
while he gets his feet in a
jam,” McCall said.

Ticket sales for the fight,
which will be staged at
Wembley arena in the early-
hours of Sunday morning for
the benefit of American televi-
sion, have been slow despite a
series of news conferences de-
vised to provide controversy
rather than information.

On Thursday it was McCall's
turn to indulge in hyperbole
= thl‘t he threatEHed to fight

R

WH{“ heawywmght Lttle hﬂ[dtf LE'!"II}U!E Lewis (L) and hm
American challenger Oliver McCall (R).

McCall's call for Lewis

ﬂ.]'lj“ member of Lewis’ team
over some obscure reference
to his mother allegedly made
at a New York news confer-
ence.

"I was mentally prepared
for anyone who stood up to at
least hurl a right over there
and get, a right hand in at
their jaw," McCall said.

"l grew up in a hard neigh-
bourhood on the south side of
Chicago, it's the way I've been
brought up, kill or be killed.”

Even if Lewis wins, he
seems certain to be fighting
for the last time in Britain.

Born in Britain of Jamaican
parents who then emigrated to
Canada, Lewis has never been
fully accepted by the British
public and he now plans for
understandable economic rea-
sons to fight in the United
Slates.

“The fight fans want me
over here, but it goes down to
economics. Theres more
money to be made in America,”
said Lewis.

"I'm going with some reluc-
tance, and [ really want to fight
in my home town of London,
but cable network hpme box
office pay a great deal of money
for fights in the Unites States.”

Lewis, unbeaten in 25 fights
including three defences of
the WBC title, has the physique
and skills to beat the best but
his ring work has sometimes
been worryingly sloppy-

He cannot afford any defen-
sive weaknesses against the
rugged McCall, although -his
confidence is such that he is
already eyeing three further
Americans and the respect he
craves in the United States.

First up will be Riddick
Bowe, the man he beat in the
1988 Seoul Olympic super
heavyweight title, the pair are
scheduled to meet early next
year.

Then comes Michael Moo-
rer who took the World Boxing
Association and International
Boxing Federation titles from
Bowe's conqueror Evander
Holyfield.

And then comes Tyson, at

! . present in prison after;a rape

conviction, but who could be
released on parole early next

"Tyson is feeling good and
will fight in England and come
here to visit when he gets out
of jail." promoter Don King
promised on Thursday.

A pulled muscle forced
South Africa's Grant Stafford to
hobble out of the first qualify-
ing encounter with India's

All eyes on Edberg,

Leander Paes, conceding a | |4 N GOTEBORG. Swe-  a successful Davis Cup debut in
match he was losing anyway. l den, Sept 23: the doubles with Anders
But Wayne Ferriera. ranked Stefan Edberg, Jarryd, clinching Sweden's

14th on the ATP tour, steam-
rolled Asif Ismail of India, who
was playing in his first Davis

returning to the
city where he
made his Davis
Cup debut 10 years ago, will
play Todd Martin in Friday's
opening singles as Sweden
takes on a favoured United
States team in the World
Group semifinals, reports AP.
Pete Sampras, the world's
top-ranked player who also is

victory over the United Etatcs
in the final.

That American team in-
cluded both Jimmy Connors
and John McEnroe, but they
lost on the slow indoor clay on
opening day to Mats Wilander
and Henrik Sundstrom.

The Swedes picked
Tarraflex, a fast carpet, for this
weekend's semifinal and it
suits the Swedes well. Sampras
and Martin, also strong serve-
and-volley players. like it too.

"Fortunately the court here
is fast, but I'm not really going
to get into a lot of long rallies
this weekend, because I'm not

in great shape,” Sampras said.
ampras won eight tourna-

ments this year, including the
Australian Open and
Wimbledon, but he was both-
ered badly by tendinitis in his
ankle all summer and was
sidelined for six weeks. That
hurt his chances in the US
Open. where the Q8efending
champion lost in the fourth
round to Peru's Jaime Yzaga.

Sampras first told US cap-
tain Tom Gullikson that he
wouldn't be available for the
Davis Cup semifinal.

A few days after his loss to

The more experienced Paes
easily won the first two sets 6-
4, 6-3 and was leading 5-2

Paes lost his serve in the
opening game, double faulting
three times. But he soon found
his rhythm, levelling at 4-4 | coming off a disappointing US
and taking the last two games | Open. faces Swedish No. 2
with well-placed drop shots. Magnus Larsson in the other

Playing to a cheering home opening-day singles of the
crowd. Paes, ranked 150th in | best-of-5 series.
the world, broke Staford's "For me it's an opportunity
serve in the fourth game of the | to get back and play good ten-
second set. nis again. Obviously the US

In the other game, Ferriera Dpcn wasn't great for me this

crushed Ali in three sets 6-4, | year," Edberg said after
6-2, 6-2 in barely two hours. Thursday's draw at the

The doubles will be played | Scandinavium Arena.
Saturday between Paes and Edberg won the US Open in
Gaurav Natekar of India and | 1991 and '92. but made an
Ferriera and Plet Norval. early exit this year in the sea-

The winner enters the | son's the final Grand Slam
World Group of 16, and the | eventL
loser is relegated to the zonal 1 hope | can play well dur-

; ing the weekend here. ['ve
been working quite hard for
China blasts
Tokyo's role

the last couple of weeks,” said
BEIJING, Sept 23 The

Yzaga. Sampras changed his
mind and Gullikson got the
phone call he was waiting for.

"I went home after the
Open and didn't pick up a
racket for quite some time.~
Sampras recalled. "But | was
still doing the bike and lifting
weights. [ thought about it for a
couple of days and really got
the urge to play.

"I'm just going to try and
finish the year really strong
and I couldn't find a better way
to get motivated back into it
than playing Davis Cup,” he
said. "That is important to me
and I'm glad I'm here.”

Jonathan Strak will make
his Davis Cup debut in
Saturday's doubles with Jared
Palmer against Swedes Jan
Apell and Bjorkman.

Ranked sixth in the world,
the Swedes have been playing
well this year. They won both
Davis Cup doubles, reached the
Frerich Open final, but lost in
the first round of the US Open.

The reverse singles will be
played on Sunday,

The Americans beat the
Netherlands in the quarterfi-
nals and this will be their third
straight road match. "but we
have been road warriors all
year and we like playing away
from home," Gullikson said.

Sampras

- Supporters seek
fed regulation
of boxing

WASHINGTON, Sept 23:
Supporters of a proposed law
that would place federal regu-
lations on boxing safety have
urged members of the Senate
Commerce Committee to
adopt the measure, reports AP.

"The responsibility for the
regulation of professional box-
ing currently is within the au
thority of the states.” Sen
Richard Bryan, who co-spon-
sored the proposed law, said
during hearings on Thursday.
"However, 1 question if health
and safety standards overall are
being effectively enforced by
all states.”

The proposed law would:

— Require the results of all
fights to be reported to certi-
fiecdd registries.

— Prohibit bouts in US
states without boxing commis-
sions.

— Establish mandatory reg-
istration for boxers and the is-
suance of identification cards
with photographs and social
security numbers.
| it is unlikely that the US
. Congress will vote on boxing
| legislation before its schedule
adjournment next month.

Sen William V Roth Jr said
the sport needed federal regu-
lation and introduced separate
legislation.

"Heavyweight champion
Evander Helyfield told us that
he paid nearly 600,000 dollars
in sanction fees for his title
fight against Larry Holmes and
he received little in return,’
Roth said. "He even paid for
his own championship beits.”

Roth want the government
to establish a not-for-profit
t corporation that will enforce
minimum federal standards.

“The ultimate victim of all
these ineguities is the boxer,”
he said. "Unfortunately, most
boxers find themselves at the
bottom of the food chain.”

Marc Ratner, executive di-
rector of the Nevada Athletic
Commission and a vice presi- *
dent of the Association of
Boxing Commissions, said the
ABC endorsed the legislation.

FINA'S ﬁndingg

LAUSANNE. Sept 23:
International Swimming Fe-
deration (FINA) said on Friday
169 dope test were conducted
-at this month's World Cham
pionships in Rome and none
were positive. reports Reuter

Coaches highlighted wides-
pread concern about drugs mn
swimming at the end of the
| 1-day championships. saying
doping threatened the future
of the sport.

“The apparent re-emer-

' Ffmr of performance enha-.c
ng drugs. especially in

women's competition, consti-

tutes the single greatest threatl
to the progress and integrity of
our sport.” coaches and team
managers from 18 nations said

in a statement.
The women's events werk

dominated by China, who won
12 of the 16 women's swim-
ming titles and broke five

world records in the eSS
Four Chinese women sSwi-

mmers, three of them In
ternationals. have been sus-
pended following positive dope
tests in the past two years. a
few top swimmers from other
countries, including the US
and Germany, have also re-
ceived suspensions in the past.

FINA refused to say before
the championships began how
many tests they planned to
carry out in Rome, saying
numbers were kept confiden-
tial to prevent anyone f[rom
working out the statistical
| Hkelihood of being tested

The federation sald in
statement on Friday: The 163

doping control tests carried
out during the VII Swimming

World Champlonships
| were all negative.”

Edberg, who has dropped to
fifth in the ATP Tour rankings
Ten vears ago. Edberg made
Foreign Ministry has rebuked
Japan's ambassador over his
government's decision to let a
Taiwanese official attend next

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

month's Asian Games In
Hiroshima, official reports said of your DOWN
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