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Gerry Adams to ge

Adum leader of the IRA's political wing Sinn Fein, will be
granied a visa for a 14-day visit to the United States by the
American consulate in Belfast, the US embassy in London said

t US Visa- Gerry

yesterday, Reuter reports from London

The visa will be issued on condition that Adams does not
engage in any direct or indirect fund-raising while on his visit
frnrm September 24 to October 7, an embassy spokeswoman

ASEAN seeks UNSC seat: .

Association of Southeast Asian Nations should be given a

permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council to
increasing

reflect the region's

importance, ASEAN

parliamentarians sald yesterday. Reuter reports from Manila.

Tan Seo Khoon, speaker of the Singapore Parliament, told
a news conference in Manila the regional grouping must

assert its position through a permanent voice in the global fo-

TuUIm.

Filistin hits news-stand: e frs

Palestinian newspaper to be published in the self-ruled Gaza

strip hit newsstands in the West Bank and Gaza yesterday,

Reuter says from Gaza.

The tabloid weekly Filistin (Arabic for "Palestine”) is pub-
lished by Reuters Gaza correspondent Taher Shriteh. who
said he hoped this was the start of "a truly free press”.

Pea&ants held in Beijing: raicein

Beijing have arrested six peasants involve
as fake policemen selling fake cigarettes, Reuter reports from

Beijing.

in a novel racket

The market newspaper on Friday reported that last August
the six came from a village in Henan province to Beijing to
seek their fortune but fund slim pickings.

Mand&la tﬂ Viﬁit U,S: President Nelson

Mandela made it clear Thursday he is going to the United
States next month to seek help in solving his own country's

formmidable problems, not to take on US foreign policy. AP°

reports from Cape Town.

In an interview with the Associated Press, Mandela said he
would encourage American aid donors and

partners to follow through an old promises to help post-

apartheid South Africa.

3m die from smoking annually:

The world death toll from smoking is expected to triple to l[}
million in 2025 from the current three million annually, a
World Health Organisation (WHO)] official said yesterday.

Reuter

reports from Kuala Lumpur.

WHO western Pacific Regional Director Sang Tae Han said

the concentration of tobacco-related deaths., now largely in
.developed countries, would shift to developing nations.

Quake shakes E Japan: i moderac

earthquake, measuring 5.6 on the Rmhrr scale, rocked large

areas of eastern Japan yesterday, but
casualties or

immediate reports of

there were no
damage, the

Meteorological agency said, AFP reports from Tokyo.

The epicenter of the quake, which struck at

11:38 am

(0238 GMT) was located some 200 kilometres (24 miles)
northeast of Tokyo in the Pacific, the agency said.

Liberian army seize Taylor's HQs: s
“coalition” of four Liberian armed groups "completely control”
Charles Taylor's headquarters town of Gbarnga, a minister in
the transitional government said Thursday, AFP reports from

Monrovia.

“The coalition forces have finally captured and occupied
Taylor's mansion in Gbarnga,” said Justice Minister Laveli
Supuwood. a senior member of a dissident faction within the
National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL), of which Taylor is

nominal head.

Former hostage sues US govt:

Terry Anderson wants to see Lhe files federal agencies
compiled about him during his seven years as a hostage in
Lebanon, but says some bureaucrats won't do it without

permission from his terrorisi

Washington.

He named 13 US government

kidnappers, AP reports

wwencies as defendants in

the suit he field Thursday in federal court. seecking to get
documents he says are his by right under the Freedom of

Information Act.

L - L
AIDS increases in Asia: me wond
Health Organisation (WHO) has detected a dramatic increase
in new AIDS cases in Cambodia. Malaysia and Vietnam amid

rising drug addiction in those countries,

the UN agencys

potential business

Intcrnational

Thousands of Israelis stream to fthe Record

Golan in support of settlers

JERUSALEM, Sept.23: Tens
of thousands -of Israelis
strearmied to the Golan Heights
on Thursday in support of set-
tlers protesting a possible
Israeli withdrawal from the
strategic plateau, reports AP.

The demonstration came as
a newspaper reported efforts
are under-way to arrange an
Israeli Syrian summit soon,
possibly when UUS Secretary of
State Warren Christopher vis-
its the region in October.

Abut b0 Golan visitors
heckled legislators from the
governing Labour Party who
visited a tent where eight
leaders, most of them party
members., have been on,
hunger strike for 10 days.

“Look at what vou're doing”
shrieked one woman as the
lawmakers entered the tent in

Gamla under a hail of invective.
“Ypu're destroying this coun-
try. you're giving it up!”

Tens of thousands came
from all over Israel to Golan to
demonstrate their support for
Jewish settlers there. A crowd
of 4,000 milled around the
tent in Gamla, including about
100 Golan cattle farmers who
rode in on prize horses,

Eli Goldschmidt, a legisla- °

tor who had been supported
keeping Golan part of Israel,
tried to defend his acquies-
cence (o Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin's requests thal
he drop the cause for now.
“You call me a coward, and
you are right,” he told the
protestors in a trembling
voice. ] am afraid. I am afraid
that peace will not come.”
Rabin accused the hunger-

strikers of fostering anarchy
and said he could not predict
when accord with Syria might

~ be reached.

“In all the main compo-
nermris of a peace treaty there
are still gaps.” he said, speak-
ing at, a rally in central Israel
where radio reports said
protestors Lhrew an egg at
him, hitting his hand, and
hurled a firecracker at his
aides.

Israel Radio quoted an
unidentified high-ranking gov-
ernment official as saying that
if Israel did not reach accom-
modation with Damascus, Syria
would ally with the fundamen-
talist Islamic regime in Iran
and try to torpedo peace with
Jordan and the Palestinians.

Israel's Ambassador to
Washington, Itamar Rabin-

ovich, mentioned the possible
summit Wednesday aftér Rabin
met with Christopher's peace
envoy, Dennis Ross, in Tel
Aviv, the Yedioth Ahronoth
newspaper said. Ross also
visited Syria.

Rabinovich has also spoken
of efforts to arrange a meeting
between Israeli Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres and
Syrian counterpart Farouk
Sharaa in October at the UN
General Assembly.

Peres said neither meeting
has been arranged, adding:
"The Syrian position is that .
they don't want to meet on the
political level until there has
been a withdrawal or some-
thing like this.” :

Syria wants the entire
plateau returned before
Israel's 1996 elections.

An aireraft sits entombed in ash on the runway of Rabaul Airport in Papua New Guinea on
Friday and two helicopters were trapped by the initial eruption from Tavurvur volecano which

also covered the town of 30,000 in ash.

— AFP phutu

India opposes French subs
sale > Pakistan

NEW DELHI, Sept 23: India
today opposed the sale of
French submarines and missile
systems to its arch-rival Pakis-
tan, saying the deal would fan
military tensions in the sub-
continent, reports AFP.

“The French deal will seri-
ously affect the equilibrium
and security., and raise ten-
sions in fhe neighboruhood.”
Foreign Secretary Kris 5ri-
nivasan said in a statement to
the press.

He said Paris had told New
Delhi that the billion-dollar
agreement to supply three
French subgarines and batch
of high-technology anti-ship
missiles to Pakistan was just a
commercial deal.

France said the submarines
would serve as replacements
for obsolete Daphne-class ves-

ronment in south Asia,
Srinivasan said.

France was ‘ready and
keen" to sign a similar agree-
ment with India, the senior
foreign service officer said
contradicting Pakistani
Assertions that Paris would not
sell the same submarines and
weapons to New Delhi.

India. however. did not
agree with the French assess-
ment that the deal would not
adversely affect existing mili-
tary equations. and had told
France previously of its con-
cern at the adverse impact of
arms supplies in the region.

Srinivasan also said the in-
ternational community should
impose "penalties” on Pakistan
for clandestinely procuring
nuclear material and technol-
ogy. and allegation denied by

Defence Minister Francois
Leotard's visit to Pakistan,
France will deliver three

Agosta 90-B submarines and an
unflisclosed number of SM-39
missiles.

it will be the first time that
France will export the SM-39
— the successor to the Exocet
missile used in the 1982
Falknads war.

India and Pakistan have
fought three wars since the
subcontinent’'s independence
from British rule in 1.47. and
their relations have been
plagued by mutual mistrust and
suspicions over each other's
nuclear programmes.

Their chief bone of con
tentions is the Himalayan statle

of Kashmir, held in part by the
two cpuntries. India-Pakistan

tensions have increased since

US-DPRK talks

resume

GENEVA, Sept 23: US and
North Korean officials resume
high-level talks in Geneva to-
day to try to hammer out a
settlement over Pyongyang's
disputed nuclear programme,
reports Reuter.

Both delegations said they
hoped to make progress in re-
solving the nuclear issue which
stoked tension on the last Cold
War frontier dividing North
and South Korea earlier this
year.

“We are hopeful we can
make some progress, and we
will try and reach a settle-
ment.” US ambassador-at-
large Robert Gallucci said on
arrival, at Geneva Airport on
Thursday.

North Korea's delegation
chief Kang Sok-Ju said his side
would “make every sincere ef-
fort to achieve a substantial
resolution of the nuclear is-
sue”’ during the talks. ex-
pected to last for up to a week.

The talks were scheduled
to start at 10 a m ( 0800
GMT).

Syria rejects
Israeh call for
high-level talks

DAMASCUS, Sept 23: Syria
on Thursday rejected an lsraeli
call to hold high level talks
and accused Israel's leaders of
trying to postpone peace sei-
tlement with Damascus. re-
ports  Reuter.

"The call to raise the level
of negotiators is another step
within the framework of pro-
crastination and the post-
ponement of the achievement
of the aspired results of the
peace process,” Damascus gov-
ernment radio said.

"The radio repeated Syria's
readiness to meet what
Damascus termed the re-
quirements of a just and com-
prehensive peace but said
Israel should first withdraw
fully from the Golan Heights.
capliured by the Jewish state in

[ ] (] ' ’
Rabin hit by an Egg!
TEL AVIV: Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was hit on

the hand by an egg thrown on Thursday by ultraorthodox
demonstrations in the town of Reéch Ha .ﬁym near Tel-Aviwv,

police said, reports AFP.

i:r ﬂulu

ar 5

Rabin had come to re-
ceive an honorary citizen-
ship in the town but about
100 radicals who feliow
Rabbi Uzi Mechoulam met
and insulted him. The Rabbi
has been in Prison for sev-
eral months.

One demonstrator threw
an egg at the prime minis-
ter. In the melee, a member
of Rabin's entourage Shi-
mon Sheves, director gene-
ral of his office, was sli-

ghtly wounded in the head
by a firecracker, police
said.

Rabpi Mechoulam was
arrested after holding up
with several of his faithful in
a house in Roch Ha Aym to
call for an investigation into
the disappearance of Jewish
Yemeniye children whom
he said were kidnapped
from their families in the

early 1950's to be placed

in the families of Jews from Europe.

The Rabbi had threatened to shoot at journalists and police
approaching his house. Police finally stormed the house.

L]
dating clubs
TOKYO: A hundred Japanese girls aged under 18 were in-
volved in prostitution through so-calling dating clubs, which

iptroduced the students to their customers, the Yomiuri
Shimbun said on Friday. reports AFP.

The newspaper. quoting a police spokesman, said police
raided three clubs in Tokyo and questioned their owners on

suspicion of soliciting prostitution and violating ‘child welfare

laws.

Police found 80 per cent of the 526 women registered at
the clubs were students in middle and high school and almost
100 of these had engaged in prostitution.

The Tokyo metropolitan government and police are to
launch a‘joint investigation inte the unusual case.

A Tokyo government official was quoted by the Yomiuri as
saying. "This is the first we have clearly heard about high-

school-girl prostitution.”

LTTE kills 2 soldiers

COLOMBO, Sept 23: Tamil
guerillas killed two more army
soldiers in northwestern Sri
Lanka as an upsurge in fighting
continued in the island's em-
battled regions. a military
spokesman said today, reports
AFP.

Guerillas of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
on Thursday attacked an army
patrol in n western Mannar
district, killing two soldiers
just hours after the rebels
killed five other security per-
sonnel. the spokesman said.

In separate simultaneous
strikes on the same day, LTTE
guerillas ambushed a group of
soldiers in eastern Batticaloa
district and a small army camp
in the region, wounding two

“soldiers. he added.

There were no immediate

details of LTTE casualties in
retaliatory fire by government
forces in the latest incidents.
Lthe spokesman said.

The fresh bloodshed
brought to 38 the number of
security personnel and rebels
killed since Tuesday when the
LTTE attacked a navy ship.
leaving 'moree  than 20 sailors

feared dead or missing

The rebels also killed five
security personnel in two sep-
arate incidefts in the north-

. eastl on Wednesday.

The government has said
that the current violence
would not deter it from pursu-
ing plans to open up a dialogue
with the LTTE in a bid to re-
solve the ethnic conflict in the

northern and eastern pro-
vinees.,

western Pacific headquarters said yesterday, AFP reports
from Manila

Muslim guerillas in the Indian
zone launched a violent seces-
sionist struggle in 1989,

Islamabad.
Under the deal clinched
Wednesday during French

Carter to mediate

sels possessed by Pakistan. and

believed that the sale would
“The role of drug-injecting practices in the transmission of | o1 affect the security envi-

HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus), which causes | -
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome, is becoming increas- h . .
ingly prominent in some countries,” the WHO .regional office Kashmir dlSpUte.
said here in an annual report

1967.
Malaysia won't
televise Ashaari's
confession

to replace Myers: e
u-d White House nhahﬁnp press secreiary Dee Dee
H]rtrs is expected to be replaced by State Department

Michael McCurry, officials said on Thursday. AP

reports from Washington

Mudflows claim 14 in Philip

Steaming mudfiows from the Philippines’ moun

Plnﬁ'
Pinatubo

Volcano killed 14 people and buried at least 500 houses yes-
terday, officials said. Reuter reports from Porac. Philippines.

They said two people were missing while one man was in
jured when walls of mud as high as 2.5 metres (eight [eet)

crashed (hrough nine villages in

north of the capital. Manila

Iran kills 12,000

killed almost 12 000 pigeons in

Pampanga Province just

l mnﬂ Police have

rtntra] iranian city ol

Qom after seizing them from brmu:l-eﬂ because of complaints
from residents, a newspaper reported on Thursday, AFP says

from Tehran

Police also seized all pigeons on sale In shops in the Shi'ite
Muslim holy city. Abrar said without giving details of the
complaints. The birds had their throats slit.

Rebels attack US envoy's

copter:

Gunshots were fired at a group of helicopters one of which
carried US ambassador to Colombia Myles Frechettle, in the
southern province of Cagueta. But no damages or injuries
were reported, a military official said Thursday, Reuter re

ports from Bogota.

Thatcher pleads for
India's UNSC seat

NEW DELHI. Sept 23:
Former British Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher criticised
the United Nations on

The former British prime
minister accused the United
NMations of taking what she
called the “absurd” step of
blocking arms sales to the
Muslim led government ol
Bosema

"The UN resciution denied
the Muslims the fundamental
right. as old as man himsell o
sell - defence ~ she said

“The [UN could have used
alr power (0 siop massacres
fin Bosnia). could have bombed
(Bosnian Serb] military instal
lations and supply lines. |t
didn t act gquickly enough.” she
sadd

Turkey backs
Pakistan

ANKARA, Sept 23:. Turkish
President Suleyman Demirel
on Thursday told his visiting
Pakistanl counterpart Farooq
Leghari that Turkey backs
Pakistan in its dispute with
India over India's only Muslim-
dominated province, Kashmir,
reports AFP.

‘What irks Pakistan irks
Turkey.” he lold a joint press

conference with Leghari, Lehcf
Anatolia news agency report

Demirel said he hoped the
dispute could be resolved
"quickly, peacefully and on the
basis of international legili-

:uriu:y. a secular siate,
would be part of the contract
group the organisation of the
Islamic conference set up in
Islamabad earlier this month
to work for a solution to the
Kashmir dispute, Demirel said

The Muslim world intends
to put up a united front on the
matter during the current ses-
sion of the UN General
Assembly, which begins gen-
eral debate on Monday .

Korean talks

ATLANTA. Sept 23: Former
President Jimmy Carter said
on Thursday he is encouraged
by the Clinton administration’'s
endorsemen. ~‘ his role as a
mediator in possille talks be
tween North and South Korea,
reports AP

Rober Gallucei, Clinton's
chief negotiator on suspected
nuclear weapons in Neorth
Korea. said on Wednesday he
supports Carter's efforts to try
to foster talks between the two
nations, calling Carter “a
unique asset for the United
States”.

Carter, posing for pho
tographs alongside South
Korean human rights activist
Kim Dae Jung at the Carter
Center on Thuraday, said he
has no specific plans to return
to North Korea but called
Gallucel's comment “another
encouraging factor”.

“That has been an additional
obstacle in the past,” Carter
said. "Because | understand the

extreme sensitivity of relations
between our government and
the two Koreas, the Sitate
Department has been quite
careful about my role”.

Carter led a US negotiating
team that reached agreement
Sunday with Haitian leaders

and averted a US invasion of
the island nation. In June,

Carter travelled to North
Korea, where he arranged a
nuclear freeze and set the
stage for talks

Carter said a return trip to
North Korea will depend on
the willingness of Neorth and
South Korean leaders to come
lo the table

If it becomes clear that
both the North and South
Korean governments want to
make progress on reconcilia
tion. if they both agree that |
might play a role representing
the Carter Centre in this ef-
fort. then | would certainly
consider it to be a very high
priority,” Carter said.

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 23:
In an unexplained change of
plans, the government has de-
cided not to televise the con-
fession of Al Argam sect leader
Ashaari Muhammad, reports
AP.

in a brief statement on
Thursday night. Acting Infor-
mation Minister Sanusi Junid
gave no reason for the cahinet
decision.

Police Inspector General of
Police Rahim Omar said earlier
that Ashaari, who is being held
without charge wunder the
Internal Security Act, had con-
fessed and repented his ac-
tions. '

Information Minister Molfa-
med Rahmal said Ashaari's
confession and those of several
others would be aired over a
government TV channel on
prime Ume.

Meanwhile, police contin-
ued a crackdown on the
100.000- member movement
which has 44 communes and
237 schools, shops. factories

and clinics
Pnlice have raided at least

I 15 communes so far

Tiger Tamil womun Chief Inspector Gowri points te Jaffha
on the map of Sr Lanka leaving out areas populated by the
majority Sinhalese community on September 19 Increasing
numbers of women have turned into suicide bombs to carry
out attacks in their struggle for a Tamil homeland called

Eelam for minority Tamils.

'Green card’ holders choose not to be Americans !

NEW YORK. Sept 23: There
are millions of longtime legal
aliens out there - “green card”
holders who for years have
been eligible for US citizen-
ship but choose not to be
Americans. Uncle Sam hopes
to change their minds, reports
AP

The US Immigration and
Naturalisation Service(INS) re
cently launched a drive to woo
immigrants to citizenship, be
leving 1t will help them inte-
grate better in US society and
reduce anti-immigrant sentl
ments harboured by some
Americans

But it could be a hard sell
Resident Alien card holders
enjoy all the rights of Amer
cans, excepl they can't vote or

run for office. They are subject
to the same obligations, too —
they pay taxes and can be
drafted in wartime.

The "green card” gives legal
access to high-paying US jobs
Bul once they get it, many
immigrants stop there.

Some would like to become
naturalised Americans, but are
turned off by the bureaucratic
hurdles: there's lots of paper
work, they must speak English
and know something about US
history

But others don't want to be
American. They remain loyal to
their countries or plan on re
turming home

What! has changed from a
century ago. when most inuni
grants sought to assimilate”

Frenchman Anteine Blan-
chard, a retired New York ac
countant and 30-year green
card holder, said with local
foreign-language publications
and TV and radio broadcasts.
aliens can “surround them-
selves with their own culture.”

“Fifty years ago, every irip
was an adventure. People took
all the money they had, amnd
didn't have any way of return
ing. But now, with jet planes,
it's mo longer the same, you
can return home in a day. It
retains the link.”

He first came with s
American wife in 1962, then
staved after they dvorced. He
has long been eligible for US

citizenship but feels he's still
an outsider here — amnd doesn't

mind “ 1 prefer 1o keep my
contact, my roots, the culture
in which | was raised

In New York, French-speak
ing African taxi drivers work
nights listening to the FM sta-
tion that broadcasts Radio
France Internationale's African
News programme. Some say
theyre saving up to return
home and open a business

Ethnic enclaves, such as
where Haitians and Hispanics
ltve in Milami and New York,
are like large lumps that don't
dissolve in the American melt
ing pot. In these places, little
or no English is heard In
siores. on sireets or car radios

Out ol the current 10 il
lon green card holders, 6.5
witllion have lived long enough

in the United States — five
years or more to be eligible for
citizenship. the INS says

Hispanics make up the
largest group. The National As
sociation of Latino Elected and
Appointed Officials, which
promotes naturalisation, did a
survey in 1988 on why mosi
Hispanic immigrants don't be
come citizens

Of 1,636 eligible Hispanics
interviewed nationwide. enly a
third had become US citizens.
Of the remainder, roughly half
hadn't done so mostly because
they saw no benefits. The rest
felt the process was 00 com-
plicated. according to Rosalind
Gold. a senilor research associ-
ale with the Los Mlﬂiﬂl—h‘lﬂd

group.

— AFP photo

41 Kurds, 4 Turks
killed in clashes

ANKARA, Sept 23. Forty one
Kurdish rebels and four
Turkish soldiers have been
killed in the latest clashes in
ecast and south east Turkey
the Turkish regional military
command al Divarbakiy said on
Thursday, reports AFP

Fighting was reported in
Binfol and Tuncell in eastern
Turkey, in Hakkari on the
lran-lraq border and Sirmak on
the Syria lraq border, Turkish
authorities resisting the rebel
Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK) saild.

This brings the death toll
since Monday to 67 (680 Kurds
and seven Turkish soldiers) in
eastern and south easten
Turkey. where there has bheen
A PEK-led insurgency against
Ankara for 10 years,



