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Soft tennis, a BOA scam?

Soft ball. the hitherto un-
heard of sport suddenly assum-
ing monstrous importance in
the consideration of the offi-
cials of the Bangladesh Olym-
pic Association (BOA). Is
conuary to the public imagina-
tion, no nine day wonder.

Although secret by the
BOA officials disturbingly
long time., covert activities to
make the discipline a surety
on Bangladesh's plate in the
forthcoming Hiroshima Asiad
have been going on for a long
Lime.

A five-member interim body
with BOA secretary general
Bashir Ahmed as the convener
has already been formed. The
other members are BOA trea-
surer Akhter Hosain, Saidur
Rahman Don and NSC official
Farugul Islam and Nazmg
Shamim. However, the BOA of-
ficials are maintaining a classi-
fied-information sort of se-
crecy owver'the matter.

This ‘unofficial body’ has al-
ready set the list of a seven-
member contingent for ap-
proval in connection with the
Asiad beginning in the lel
nese city of Hireshima from

Sports Reporter
October 2, The five wonin
m;:-r- are Hosne Ara Begum

. Rehana Begum Seen,
Nazia Akhtar Juthi. Schana
Siraj) and Rumana Zalar. The
two officials are: Japanese
coach Satsuki Hara and
Tahmnia Khanam Dolly, presi-
dent of Bangladesh Women's
Sports Assoclation (BWSA).
The sudden emergence of soft
ball as a top priority sport
owes a lot to the unusually en-
ergetic role played by the
elderly Capt. Siddiq. one of the
BOA vice-presidents.

The veteran official at-
tended the international extra
ordinary congress of soft ten-
nis held from July 9 to 12 in
the South Korean capital of
Seoul. He was accompanied by
Nazma Shamim. general secre-
tary of Women's Sports Asso-
ciation.

Though not representing a
recognised sports body of the
country. Shamim according to
her own admission, she voted
to elect the new president of
the Internationa! Soft Tennig
Association following the death
of its former president.
Talking to The Daily Star

shamim said that Capt. Siddiq
lalled to attend the congress
for due to delay in reaching

e game itsell whigh is
more or less ke lawn tennis
with the main differences be-
ing the uses of a softer ball and
little wider net. however, does
not augur well for Bangladesh's
rariied medal prospect. None
epitomised it more than the
coach hersell who when asked
out about the measurement of
the court came up with an

m‘“rﬂm . do?rmnn?': play-

ers poinit of view is even more
intriguing. Nazia Akhtar Juthi,
a current badminton player. is
trying her hand in soft ball
simply because there have
been no national champi-
onships for badminton in the

h.!l'}'::m:ugy.r;f sisters Hosne

Ara Begum Rina and Rehana
Begum Seema rings an echo of
Juthi's predicament. They
were promising lawn tennis

all;rrrs once. Now that there
not enough tournaments

they have decided te switch to
a softer kind. After all, it's ten-
nis of a kind.

——— —

LONDON. Sept
22: Gary Lineker,
top scorer in the
1986 World Cup
finals, said on
Wednesday he
will retire from soccer at the
end of the Japanese season in
November after struggling with
imjury problems, reports
Reuter. ;

The former England striker
and captain, announcing his
retirement from his home in
Nagoya, Japan, said: “It's been
frustrating not being able to
perform like | used to and that
made the decision far easier.”

Lineker. who will be 34
when he plays his last game for
Nagoya Grampus Eight on
November 19, told BBC radio:
“I've sulfered badly through
injury over the last two years,
resulting in a couple of opera-
tions."

“I've managed to pll? a few
games and score a few goals
which is very pleasing but I'm
certainly not what I was.”
added Lineker, who in his 80
internationals scored 48 goals.
one less than Bobby Charlton’s
England record.

Zico, who ended his long pro-
fessional career in Japan in
June, Lineker was one of the
big names imported for the in-
augural season of the profes-
sional J-League in May last
year

He joined Grampus Eight
on a two-year deal reportedly

worth more than two million
pounds (3.15 million dollars).
The move came shortly afller
his lirst son George had been

GARY LINEKER
given life-saving treatment for
leukaemia.

But. hampered by a persis-
tent toe injury, Lineker has
failed to show his superb
scoring touch. He scored only
one godl for Grampus in a
scant seven matches last sea-
son. y

Retusning to action after
missing the entire first half of
the 1994 season. he was im-
mediately sidelined again after
suffering a leg muscle injury in
the opening match of the sec-

- ond stage J-League programme

on August 11.

Lineker. who has 10 more
games in the J-League, began
his career at Leicester City.
then played for Everton.
Barcelona and Tottenham
Hotspur, winning the domestic
cups with both L$ms and the
European Cup Winners' Cup

Media, Lineker’s new target

with the Spanish side.

At both Barcelona and
Tottemham, Lineker played
under present England coach
Terry Venables.

He had an unhappy rela-
tionship with Venables' prede-
cessor Graham Taylor, who
substituted Lineker in the
siriker's last game for his
country. a European Champi-
onship match against hosts
Sweden in June 1992,

He played in two World Cup
lournaments, 1986 in Mexico
where he was the top scorer
with six goals, and Italy in
1990.

Lineker chose his first goal
of a hattrick against Poland,
his first strike of the 1986
World Cup finals. as his most
important. "It changed my ca-
reer,” he said.

His decision to retire will
disappoint several managers
hoping to lure him back to the
game in England, including
Premier league Southampton's
Lawrie McMeney and his
former England teammate
Brayn Robson at First Division
middlesbrough.

“There were two other
rhanagers who made contact

but I'm not to make
their name# public,” Lineker
said.

“The truth is they wouldn't
be getting the player thqr saw
when I was in

Lineker ruled out a coach-
ing or managing career, but
said he hoped to stay involved
in the game in media capacity.

“I think my ambitions are
certainly. in the near future,
towards the media side of the
game — TV or possibly the ra-
dio or perhaps writing a little
bit. something I've started to
do recently.”

TOKYO, Sept 22:
No 2 Kimiko Date
and No 3 Lindsay
Davenport were
among four seeds
ousted Thursday,

seed Arantxa

while
Sanchez Vicario advanced
casily to the quarterfinals of

top

the WNichirei International
women's iennis
championships Thursday. re-
ports AP.

Sanchez Vicario. who now
has lost only three games in
four sets, beat American
Dabbie Graham 6-1, 6-2 in
their second-round match.

Japanese compatriot Mana
Endo. ranked 32nd in the
world, beat Date, ranked sev-
enth. 7-5. 2-6, 6-4. Endo
raised her hands into the air
and said afterward: "1 did it.
[t's great. | played offensively
throughout the match.”

Date scaitered her shots to
both corners but Endo hit back
accurately and strongly.

Chair umpire K Ayuko
Sakamoto warne Date for hit-
ting a ball toward a line judge

«after Endo broke the seventh
game of the third set at love.

Nana Miyagi of Japan, No
127 in the world., outlasted
American Davenport, ranked
eighth, 3-6, 6-4, 6-4.

Leading 5-4 in the third
sel. Miyagli wasted three match
points before Davenport hit a
forehand wide on the fourth.

"l tried every shot I have
and it was my greatest victory
In my life," said Miyagi.

No 8 seed Julie Hnllrd of
France bowed to American
Marianne Werdel 6-1, 6-1, and
No 9 Naoko Sawamatsu lost to
Japanese compatriot Al
Sugiyama 6-3, 6-1.

Sanchez Vicario, competing
in her first tournament since
winning the US Open in early
September. overwhelmed
Graham, ranked 95th in the
world, with shots
and lobs. s hl

“The lob is my faveurite
shot.” said the 22-year-old
Spanish player, ranked second
in the world.

Rain poured down on the
hard court of the Ariake
Colosseum, in the second set's

suspended for one hour, 24
minutes while the roof was
closed and the court dried.

"l definitely like playing
outdoors,” Sanchez Vicario
said. "The ball bounces faster
indoors and at the beginning it
was really hard.”

But although Graham was
leadng 30-15 on her own

serve when play sesumed,

Sanchez Vicario eventually
broke for a 2-0 lead.

In the quarterfinals, she
will* meet Werdel.

Arantxa Sanchez in qtrs

© second game, and play was

hard but I will try to come to
the net. I am ready.” Sanchez
Vicario said.

Fourth-seeded Gabriela
Sabatini of Argentina over-
whelmed Dominique Monami
of Belgium 6-1, 6-2.

Sixth-seeded Sabine Hack
of Germany trounced Japanese
wild-card entry Yuka Yoshida
6-1. 6-0, and seventh-seeded
American Amy Frazier downed

*Australian Kerry-Anne Gusefi-

2, 7-5 in other second-round
matches.

.~ Gabriela bahaum of ﬁrﬂ'ﬁnuna plays a furehund aguinst
Dominique Morani of Belmum during her second round
match of the Nichirei women's tennis tournament in Tokyo

+ Yesterday. Sabatini coasted to 6-1, 6-2 victory. — AFP photo

Dull draws at
Dhaka Stadium

Sports Reporter

Draw was the order of the
day as both the Star First Divi
sion football league matches
billed for the Dhaka Stadium
yesterday ended in a truly
sterile manner

In the first match of the day
Sadharan Bima and Farashgan|
shared points after lack-lustre
20-minute encounter.

The draw leflt Sadharan
Bima at the third pesition with
15 points from 12 matches
while Farashganj raised their
collection to 13 on completion
of 12 engagements. .

The pattern was followed In
the second match as Dhaka
Wanderers, who are yet to win
a match in the league, contin-
ued their dublous distinction
when they shared honour with
East End Club.

With this draw East End
earned |2 points from as many
matches while Wanderers col
lected 8 [rom 12 engagements.

STAR PREMIER

RESUMES TODAY

Meanwhile. the Star Pre-
mier Division football league
resumes today afler a seven
davy recess with defending
champions Mohammedan
Sporting Club and promotees
Fakirerpool Youngmen's Club
in day's solitary encounter al
the Dhaka Stadium at 6:30 pm

Mohammedans, who had
their sports secretary Abdus
Salam Murshedi made persona
non grata by the Dhaka
Metropolis Football Association
[DMFA) in addition to a fine of
Taka 50.000 slapped on the
club for causing trouble in a
first leg match against Bro-
thers Union have decided to
defy what they called a uni-
lateral and biased decision by
the authorities.

Qatar, Oman
L]
in final

BAHRAIN, Sept 22: India's
defensive lapses cost them
their semifinal tie against
Oman 1-4 in the 100,000 dol-
lars Qatar Independence Cup
soccer tournament last night
in Doha, reports PTI.

The winners led 4-0 at hall-
time while India's consolation
goal came in the dying minutes
of the match,

In the other semifinal, also
played last night, hosts Qatar
blanked Yemen 2-0.

India started off badly con-
ceding two early goals.

Sair Al Habshi opened the
scoring for Oman firing home
past e Indian custodian
Bibhash Saha. Mohammed
Khamis followed it up as he
headed in a free kick by Tayib
Abdul Noor in the 11th
minute.

The third goal came seven
minutes later when Tayib
Abdul Noor headed home.
Once again Saha could do
nothing to pull off a save.

Making the most of India's
brittle defence Oman scorerl
ence more through Said
Shaban five minutes before the
interval to earn a comfortable
4-0 lead.

India tried hard to make a
breakthrough with Tajinder
and Vijayvan coming up with a
couple of good moves in the
lirst half but could not do any-
thing till the last minute of the
ganie when Joe Jaul Anchery
scored.

Ctg soccer

CHITTAGONG, Seplt 22:
Chittagong Mohammedan
Sporting Club beat Customs
and Excise Club 2-0 in the
CJKP-Elite Paint First Division
football league at the Chitta-

gong Stadium here todav,
| reports BSS.

Avijit scored 1he lirst goal

for the Mohammedgns in the

9h minute dodging past three

t‘ustoms delenders.
In the 39th minute Moza-
immel doubled the margin,
Customs and Sports Club
beat Shatadal 2-0 in the other
match of the day.

Kamsky beats
Short

LINARES, Spain, Sept 22:
United States Grandmaster
Gata Kamsky beat Britain's
Nigel Short in the first game of
the World Championship
Semifinal eliminators which:
began in Linares, Spain, on
Wednesday, reports Reuter.

In the second semifinal.
India’'s Viswanathan Anand
casily beat Britain's Michael
Adams. Both winners were
playing whites.

The 10-game tournament is
organised by the Professional
Chess Association and has a
prize fund of 200,000-dollars.

AB Bank TT

Defending champions Ban-
gladesh Biman, Armanitola JS,
Wari Club and Inter Sports
maintained their winning
spree in the AB Bank Metro-
polis table tennis league
beating their rivals yesterday,
all by straight 3-0 sets, reports
UNB.

Biman trounced Dhaka
Mariner Youngs Club, Arma-
nitola Jube Sangha defeated
Cynthia sperting, Wari Club
oitplayed Bangladesh Bank and
Inter Sports beat Purbachal
Parishad at the Dhahmondi
wooden floor gymnasium.
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A view of the Oval in London on Sept 21 during the first-ever floodlit one day match on an English Test ground bet ween

Pakistan and Australia.

ISLAMABAD & Sept
22: Post-Allan
Border Austira-
lians say they are
ready to put be
hind bitter me-
mories of their last visit to
Pakislan and are looking for-
ward to an eight-week tour
here that begins Friday with a
three-dayer, reports AP,

Australia will play three
Tests against Pakistan. The
first Test from Sept 28 to Oct
2 i Karachi; the second Test
from Oct 5 to 9 in Rawalpindi;
and the third and final Test
from Nov 1 to 5 in Lahore.

Beltween the second and
third Tests there will be a one-
day triangular involving South
Africa. ,

Australla's last visit here
under Border in 1988 was rid-
dled with controversy after the
Australian team accused the
local umpires of cheating and
the hosts of pitch doctoring.

After losing the first Test by
an inmngs and 188 runs. the
Australians threatened to call
off the tour. Australia lost the
series one nil.

Their ericketing relation-
ship further nosedived the fol-
lowing year when Pakistan
were beaten by 92 runs in
Melbourne in a game where
eight Pakistan batsmen were
ruled out leg before wicket. six
of therr in the Séddfid Innings.

This will be the first series
between the two countries un-
der the supervision of the
International Cricket Council's
mdeprndent umpir:s and

Ambrose to miss
India tour

BRIDGETOWN, Sept 22:
West Indies fast bowler Curtly
Ambrose will miss the forih-
coming tour of India because
of a shoulder injury which
needs surgery, reports Reuter.

Ambrose suffered the injury
while playing for Northamp-
tonshire and missed the last
two ‘county championship
fixtures.

"He has been examined by a
leading shoulder specialist in
England and has been diag-
nosed as suffering from rotator
cuff tendonitis,” the West
Indies Cricket Board of Control

sald in a statement on
Wednesday. 1
The statement said

Ambrose would be unfit for two
or three months and would
have an operation to correct
the problem.

Selectors named 27-year
old right-arm' fast-medium
bowler Barrington Browne as
Ambrose’s replacement on the
tour which runs from October
9 to December 14,

malich referee.

Skipper Mark Ta}rlnr lead-
ing the Australians for the firsi
time since Border retired in
June dismissed suggestions
that bitter memories of the
past would effect his young but
experienced side.

i * -.---F""';, :

MARK TAYLOR

“We are here to play a [resh
seriv~ and whatever happened
in the past ... is history now,"
Taylor said. "1 was not part eof
that tour, nor were many
others in this tour party.”

The visitors start their tour
with a three-day opener
against a Board President's XI,
led by Test opener Rameez
Raja in Rawalpindi. the venue
for the second Test.

Coach Bob Simpson and
manager Colin Eager were offi-
cials on the controversial | 988
tour as were five current play
ers: batsman — David Boon, all-
rounder — Steve Waugh, wick-
etkeeper — lan Healy. off spin-
ner — Tim May and fast bowler
— Craig Mcdermott.

Simpson sald the Pakistan
tour is an ideal beginning to a
busy seven-month schedule
that will include 11 Tests
against Pakistan, England and
the West Indies as well as sev-
eral one-dayers.

In 34 Tests between the
two countries Australia have
won 12 to Pakistan's nine.
Thirteen have ended in draws

PDURBAN, Sept
22 South Africa's
~dacked cricket
coach Mike Proc
fer, in remarks
published on We-
vnesday.  criticised team
captain Kepler Wessels for
driving his players too hard.
reports Reuter.

Procter, in hospital in
Durban where he is recovering
[rom a heart infection. told
the BPaily News it had
"soinrelimes been a nightmare”

A

MIKE PROCTER

working with Wessels.

"Al the end of the day | al-
ways thought that when Kepler
had gone things would be 10
times easier for me,” he said,
adding that Wessels' "work-
horse” approach to cricket was
WTrong. "

'In all the vears Kepler has

Procter

furi

heen captain there were only a
couple of days he gave the
players off. If you speak Lo all
the sports psychologists they
all say that rest is a huge pri-
ority.

‘It was all too intense with
him in charge.”

Procter said he had backed
Wessels to captain the side to
Pakistan for a one-day tourmna-
ment next month because he
felt that his deputy Hansie
Cronje was not ready for the
Jjob.

Frocter and Wessels have
been at the helm of South
African cricket since the
1992 World Cup in Australia
and New Zealand and, although
their methods have often
seemed at odds, they have
only clashed publicly once.

That was in Sri Lanka last
year when they disagreed over
South Africa’s tactics in one-
day cricket.

Of the decision last week-
end to end his contract,
\Procter said United Cricket
Board of South Africa managing
director Ali Bacher told him
on Saturday that things looked
bleak.

"Then he told me I had
been fired while 1 was lying in
intensive care on Sunday
morning. Why is there such a
mystery? Why wasn't [ told |
was a failure?"

Procter came out of iuten-
sive rare on Tuesday and his
condition is now described as
stable.

LONDON.
20

Sept
Princess
Anne, president
of the British
Olympic Associa-
tion (BOA), ste-
pped into the drugs-in-sport
controversy on Wednesday as
shot putter Paul Edwards again
protested his innocence,
reporis Reuter,

She spnke up for ordinary
athletes “tarred and demor-

alised” after positive drug Lest

revelations.
Princess Anne, daughier of

Britain's Queen Elizabeth. was
giving her presidential address
at the BOA's annual meeting.

She said: "Coverage has
highlighted just one or two ar
eas of concern, but il seems to
tar all competitors with the
same brush.

“It is demoralising for
competitors in those sports
which have been unaffected
and those in the sports con-
cerned who have never heen
involved with drugs.

"It is a destructive form of
reporting and reflects badly on
those who have contributed
more than is obvious in many
of their sports.”

Edwards. who was sent
home from the Commonwealth
Games in Canada after positive
tests, said: "There have been
many allegations about me in

-

the pasl few weeks.

"1 strongly deny all these
allegations. I am not a long-
term rugs user” and | categor-
ically deny knowingly taking
any banned substances at any
time during my athletics ca-

PRINCESS ANNE

rec|

| ‘have provided irine
samples flor doping tesis
throughout my career. | think |
have provided about 15 sam
ples this year alone. All of

them have been negative

FEdwards altacked Ihe

Anne joins drug debate

British Athletic Federation
[BAF] for releasing positive A
results while he was in hospi-
tal in Canada with an intestinal
illness.

He said: "No one ever asked
my permission for this infor-
mation to be given to the
press. | have spent Lhe last
three weeks recovering and 1
now feel well enough to speak.

“The B samples have nol
vet been tested. My solicitor
has written to the BAF asking
for information about the test
results and has not yet re-
celved a reply.”

BAF spokesman Tony Ward
said: "Everyone knew that two
athletes had been sent home
from Canada. Our response,
neither confirming nor deny-
ing positive tests was getung
aut ol date. Rumours were rife
and the announcement was
[elt appropriate.”

Women's 800 metres rurn-
ner Diane Modahl, the other
athlete sent home. s also
fighting a positive test. Ward
said: "Until they appear before
a BAF hearing, neither is guilty
of a drug-taking offence.”

Last week British sprinter
Solomon Wariso had a three
mionth drug ban confirmed by
the BAF

The 27-year-old tested pos-
itive for ephedrine in July,

—  AFP photo

Taylor shuts out old rancour | “* g

$specmlmght

LONDON, 22: A cash
row lnvn]ﬂng top players
contributed to a two-hour de-
lay at the start of the first-ever
floodlit cricket on an English
ground on Wednesday, reports
AFP.

Players had looked at the
sparse attendance for the in-
ternational sixes toprmament a
the Oval and demanded ap-
pearance fees in advance.

Weather had already de-
layed the start of the first
lloodlit cricket on an English
Test ground. and the crowd
were puzzled when a further
hour went by without play.

The two-day, six-a-side
showpiece features stars past
and present, including India's
Sunil Gavaskar, Australia’'s Jefl
Thomson and West Indian
Desmond Haynes.

Simon Jacob, marketing di-
rector of the organising com-
pany- Cric! Yegends, said:
"We had drawn-up contracts
with every participant stating
that they will be paid after play
today. with the balance follow-
g LoOmOorTow.

"In sport it is customary to
pay players after they have fin-
ished the competition.

"Fortunately. the majority of
the 50 Test starts here pre-
vafled when the players sorted
it out among themselves.”

The day-and-night contest
allocates five overs to each
team: batsmen must retire at
31 runs: and bowlers are re
stricted to one over per match.

Harold Larwood
collapses

SYDNEY, Sept 22: Former
England ecricket star Harold

HHRUI D -[ AH“ I.' ¥ID

Larwood collapsed briefly at
Gevernmeni House on
Thursday after receiving his
Member of the British Empire
(MBE) medal from the New
South Wales Governor, Rear
Admiral Peter Sinclair, reports
AP

Larwood, 89. the [fast
bowler at the centre of contro-
versy during the 'Bodyline'
series against Australia in the
1932-33 season, collapsed
aller standing in the sun talk
ing to the press and wellwish
ers.

He was given immediate
medical treatment and quickly
recovered. He later chatted
with medical stalf and played
with the governor's dog.

Larwood has lived in
Australia since 1946. He and
his wife Lois celebrated their

67th wedding anniversary lasi
weekend.
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McRae's second

Colln McRae won his sec

ond consecutive rally, taking
victory in Australia following
on [from his success in New
Zealand

The Scotsman was [astest
on 13 special stages during the

four-day event and led
throughout apart frony the sed

ond silage.

The 555 Subaru World Rally
team have won the Asia: Pacifi
Manufacturers championship

for second year running follow

ging McRae's victory



