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PM greets Saudi
Crown Prince

Prime Mipister Begum
Khaleda Zia has felicitated the
Crown Prince and first Deputy
Premier of Saudi Arabia Prince
Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz on the
occasion of the National Day of
his country today, reports BSS.

Hasina greets
King Fahd
Awami League president
and Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina yesterday felicitated
King Fahd bin Abdul Aziz of

Saudi Arabia on the occasion of
its National Day. reports UNB.

Omar Barry held a reception in
celebration of the 63rd
National Day of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia at Hotel
Sonargaon yesterday The re.
ception was attended by Home
Minister Abdul Matin Chow-
dhury, Religious Affairs
Minister Keramat Ali, Deputy
Speaker of the Jativa Sangsad
Humayun Khan Panni. Deputy
Leader of the Opposition Abdus
Samad Azad. political leaders.
diplomats, journalists and elite
of the city. reports BSS.

CU Exams
schedule

‘CHITTAGONG, Sept 22
The second year B B A
Honours Examination- 1993 of
Chittagong University sched
uled to be held on Septemiber
25 will now be held on
September 26. a university
press release sfd here Loday
The terminal examination of
MSS-1991 of the university
avill be held on October 17 in-
siead of September 25, re-
ports BSS
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Dhaka-Thimpu Joint Communique

Accord to explore more
transit points for trade

Bangladesh and Bhutan have
agreed to bolster cooperation
in all fields, including trade
and transit, reports UNB.

The two countries agreed to
explore Lhe possibilities of
opening up additional points of
transil and expanding modes
of transport and transship-
ment for boosting trade.

The agreement was reached
when Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia held wide-rapging
tatks with Bhutanese King
Jigme Singye Wangchuck dur-
ing her two-day visit to Bhutan
ending yesterday.

A joint communique issued
simultanecusly in Dhaka and
Thimpu at the end of the visit
said the two leaders agreed
that the concerned authorities
of the two countries and the
private sectors would Llake
specilic steps towards expand

ing. diversifying and halancing
the i(rade.

They observed that there
was a great scope for further
expansion ol mutually benefi-
cial cooperation in the field of
trade.

Begum Zia visited the tiny
Himalayan kingdom at the invi-
tation of King Jigme Singye
Wangchuk in her capacity as
Chairperson of the SAARC.

Besides bilateral matters,
she discussed with the
monarch regional and interma+
tional issues of common con-
CETTL.

While reviewing the entire
range of bilateral relations the
two leaders expressed their
determination to further the
existinng warm. friendly and
cooperative ties between the
two countries,

Thimpu praised Dhaka for

providing infrastructural facili-
ties in Bangladesh for promot-
ing trade between the two
countries.

On the issue of harnessing
the water resources of the re-
gion. they said there existed
greal potential for harnessing
regional water resources for
the benefit of the entire peo
ples ol the region.

The two leaders expressed
the desire lo promole cooper-
ation in the economic, cul-
tural, educational and techni-
cal fields. The need to ex-
change visits of experts and of-
ficials for enhancing coopera-
tion in these fields were also
discussed.

They reaffirmed their con-
viction that SAARC as a forum
of regional cooperation could
contiribute significantly to-
wards strengthening the rela-

SAARC C'h.alrpersun and Prlme Mtﬂlbtﬂl" Begum Hhﬂ]ﬁdﬂ Zia talkmg to Bhutanese hmg
Jigme Singye Wangchuk at the Ugyen Pelri Palace after her arrival in Paro Wednesday.
— PID photo

tions among the member
states in the interests of pro-
moting peace, progress, har
mony, and the well-being of
their peoples. _

The issue of poverty allevia-
tion should continue to remain
high on the SAARC agenda, the
leaders said, and reviewed the
progress made in implement-
ing the SAARC Preferential
Trading Arrangement.

Begum Zia and King
Wangchuk expressed satisfac-
tionn at the steady progress in
the implementation of the de-
cisions adopted at the 7th
SAARC Summit and noted the
successful outcome of the
SAARC Planning/Finance
Ministers meeting, the 14th
session of the Council of
Ministers and the ministerial
meetings on the youth, the

See Page 12 Col 8

Visit fruitful,
says PM on
return

. Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia returned home
yesterday at the end of her
two-day official wvisit to the
Himalayan Kingdom of Bhutan,
describing the visit
"successful”, reports BSS.

The visit, at the invitation of
King Jigme Singye Wangchuck,
was the first of a series Begum
Zia will be paying to the SAARC
countries as the current chair-
person of the seven-nation re-
gional forum. '

One her arrival at the Zia
International Airport the
Prime Minister was greeted by
cabinet ministers, diplomais
and sehiot civil and military
officials.

Earlier Begum Zia was given
a hearty send-off at the Paro
Adrport.

King Wangchuck and the
Queens bade farewell.

She was given a 19-gun
salute and a guard of honeur by
the members of the Royval
Bhutanese Aomy.

See Page 12 Col 8

Hasina at Khulna rallz

Force BNP to transfer
power to interim govt

KHULNA. Sept 22: Oppo-
sition leader Sheikh Hasina
today asked Lhe people to
make the planned September
27 road-rail barricade progra
mme a Success to force the
government to quit by trans-
ferring power (o a neutral,
caretaker government, reports
UNB.

"Our agitation is to give
democracy an institutional
shape and ensure economic
wellbeing of the people ... This
is not only the Awami League’s
agitation, it's an agitation of
the masses.” Hasina lold a
cheering crowd at the local
Shaheed Hadis Park in the
allernoon.

The Awami League chief,
now on her second leg of a
meet-the-people tour Lo
muster popular suppeort for a
caretaker government, said
the BNP. which has lost the
confidence ol the people for
its “corrupt and misrule”, was
scared of elections under a
caretaker government.

She said the people had
removed the autocratic Ershad
for restoring their inalienable

right to vote and improvement

of their economic condition.
“But after assuming power, the
BNFP has denied people their
right to vote and food and re-
neged on all of is electoral
promiises in the last three and
a hall years.” she added.

Referring to what she de-
scribed as rigging, terrorism,
use ol black money and the
administratve machinery in
past by-elections and city cor-
poration electons. Hasina de-
clared: “We will not allow any-
one to play ducks and drakes
with the people's independent
right to choose their govern-
ment.”

Only elections under a neu-
tral, caretaker government can
guarantee a corruption-free
accountable government in the
country, the Awami League
president told the meeting.

“Our struggle will continue
until our demand is met ..
People will shed their blood to
realise their demand.as they
did in the past.”-she said.

About the violence and
killing in the Gopalpur munic-
tpal election of Tangail dis-
trict. she alleged that a BNP

See Page 12 Col 6

AL-LDF talks
uncertain

By Nurul Kabir

The proposed dialogue be-
tween the Awami League Chief
and the leaders of the Left
Democratic Front (LDF) now
seems somewhal uncertain
due to the 'evasive response’ ol
the latter. LDF sources have
said.

The LDF leaders had sought
a schedule from the AL chief
early August to exchange views
with her on the ways of ensur
ing a foolproof electoral pro-
cess and making it free from
the influence of black money
and hooliganism. Hasina has so
far given three dates, but the
talks were not held pecause ol
the change of schedules by
her.

Meanwhile, the LDF leaders
had talks with Prime Minister
and chiel of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party |BNP) Begum
Khaleda Zia on September 6
and put lorward their views on

the wavs of resolving different’

socio-political and economic
problems now confronting the
nation.

Sheikh Hasina had agreed
to have the proposed lalks
with LDF leaders 'sometime in
the second week of August
But the dialogue did not take
place that time because the AL

See Page 12 Col 6

Six killed, 31 injured in
Calcutta police firing

NEW DELHI. Sept 22: At
least six people died and 31
injured when police fired on
rrilway commuters who went
on the rampage after a passen-

ger was aliegedly harassed in
the eastern Indian city of

Caicutia. newspapers said to-
day. reports AFP

The victims of the police
action late Wednesday in-
cluded a student and other
passengers at the city's down
town Sealdah Railway which
mainly serves suburban ecom-
muters. the Telegraph daily

wdb ]

Thirty-one people have
been admitted in hospital with
bullet , It sald.

The trouble erupted when a

college professor was allegedly
‘manhandled” by checkers
when he failed to produce a
ticket, reports said.

The incident inflamed sev-
eral student travellers who
broke [urniture and trashed
railway property after officials
refused to apologise to the
professor, witnesses said. They
also sat on tracks and held up
traffic for five hours.

Police help was sought to
conirel the angry crowd dur-
ing the peak evening rush
hour, but witnesses said they
fired at ramdom. even target-
ing bystanders watching from a
fivover near the station.

They were firing indis-
criminately. 1 began to. run ke

the others when a bullet hit
my arm.” the Telegraph
guoted a passenger as saying in
hospital.

Joyti Basu, the Marxist
Chief Minister of West Bengal
state of which Calcutta is capi-
tal. has condemned" the firing
as a "very serious matter” and
ordered a probe, his partys
Bengali-language newspaper
Ganashaktl said.

Ticketless train travel is
fairly common in West Bengal
with most collegians regarding
it as one of the privileges of
student life.

Meanwhile FTI adds, the
West Bengal Assembly today
witnessed noisy scenes wilth

See Page 12 Col 8

Sylhet
becomes
division

tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

Sylhet will become the
sixth administrative division ot
the country on September 24.

A formal announcement will
be made by Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia at a public
meeting to be held in Sylhet
town on that day, according to
sOurces,

The decision was taken
after the completion - of all
formalities by a high-powered
commitiee.

The Sylhet Division with its
headquarters in old Sylhet
town will comprise four dis-
tricts of greater Sylhet namely
Habigan|. Sunamganj, Moulwi-
bazar and Sythet.

The government {s also
learnt to be actively consider-
ing setting up two more divi-
sions. In the next phase,
Mymensingh will be upgraded
to the status of a full Division.
Immediately afterwards,
Rangpur will be given the sta-
tus of a division. sources said.

With the creation of the
three new divisions, the num-
ber. of divisions in the country
will rise to eight

Krishak Kallyan
Parishad chief

arrested

By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested the presi-
dent of the CHT-based
Bangalee Krishak Sramik
Kallyan Parishad from his
house in Khagrachhar! vester-

Rezaul Karim Helal. who
tried to organise a grand rally
in Khagrachhari on September
15, earlier offered to court ar-
rest in exchange for the re-
lease of other parishad leaders.

Three people were killed
and one hundred Injured when

sViclence erupted In the wake

of the rally.
The parishad has been de
manding better facilities for

Bengali-speaking settlers living I

in the cluster villages in the

| region.
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Relatwﬁs of a cntlcally 111 patlent lﬂ-uk askance in the
absence of doctors at the Dhaka Medical College Hospital
vesterday, the second day of a country-wide indefinite

strike by the government physicians.

— Star photo

Suffering mounts as
docs continue strike

By Staff Correspondent

Suffering of the patients in
government hospitals and
health complexes across the
country aggravated as the doc-
tors continued their indefinite
strike for the second day yes-
terday.

Many patients left hospitals
in the capital and the number
of patients seeking admission
to different hospitals declined
because of the strike.

Some eight thousand doc-
tors are on sirike called by the
Bangladesh Medical Associa-
tion (BMA) to press for
Implemeatation 'of Its agree-
ment with the authorities on
the 21-point charter of de-
mands.

However, the BMA has ex-
empted the indoor depart-
ments of hospitals from the
strike programme. But the
number of doctors at the hos-
pital indoors was less than
usual, witnesses said.

The demands of the doctors

include removal of the health
secretary, cancellation of the
vigilance system. withdrawal of
the suspension order against
some doctors of Tongi and
Gazipur hospitals, increased
budget allocation for the health
sector, more job opportunities
and promotions for doctors
and increased autonomy for
the medial colleges.

Our DMCH correspondent
says work in the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital was
almost normal. About 31 pa-
tients from different wards left
the hospital voluntarily. The
doctors manned a substitute
outdoor, as suggested by the
BMA, and abstained from
working in the regular outdoor
department.

The doctors also performed
their normal work at the chil-
dren’s and gynaecology wards
and operated upon 20 patients
till 7 pm.

See Page 12 Col 3

Govt may soon allow
- newsprint import

By Staff Correspondent

Finance Minister M Sailur
Rahman vyesterday said. the
government would take a de-
cision soon on lifting the em-
bargo on the import of
newsprint.

" have no reservations
about ygnaking newsprint im-
port free, if the Industries
Ministry agrees” the Finance
Minister said while, address-
ing a press conference at the
Secretariat.

The other ministry that will
have to be consulted before
taking a decision on the mat-
ter is the Commerce Ministry,
Saifur said, adding that he
does not find any reason why
the embargo on the import of
newsprint should not be lifted.

Industries Secretary AH M
Abdul Hye. who was present at
the press conference, said his
ministry would not oppose the
lifting of embargo on the im-
port of newsprint.

The press conference was
also attended by Finance
Secretary Nasimuddin Ahmed,
Bangladesh Bank Governor
Khorshed Alam, NBR Chairman
Dr Akbar Ali Khan, ERD
Secretary Lutfullahil Majid and
Executive Chairman. of the

the
Saifur Rahman said,
government
tremendous successes in all
almost the sectors of the
economy through substantive

Board of Investment (BOI])

Mokammel Hugq.

About the achievements of
present government,
the BNP
has achieved

reforms in linancial manage-

M Saifur Rahman
ment.
He said expendi

ture in the
non-development sector has
been contained while it has in-

creased in the ‘development

sector. Tk 11,000 crore has
Scc Page 12 Col 4

Rohingya repatriation
to be reviewed soon

By Special Correspondent

Fhe latest situation regard-
ing repatriation of Rohingya
reflugees will be reviewed

jointly by Bangladesh and the

High Co-
Refugees

United Nations
mmissioner for
(UNHCR) soon

The UNHCR office in Dhaka
prur!mtd the review in late
October. "However, the date is
yet to be fixed," according a
SOUOe

Besides assessing
progress in repatriation pro
cess. the issue of concluding a
new memorandum of under-
standing (MOU] between
Bangladesh and the UNHCR
will also be discussed.

Bangladesh and the UNHCR
signed a MOU orfRohingya
repatriation in May last year.

the

The accord was effective for
one year.

Dhaka, meanwhile, has
prepared a draft MOU which is
now under considerationr of
the UNHCR.

Foreign oifice sources said
under the changed circum-
stances, a new MOU s essen-
tial for boosting repatriation
process further,

The UNHCR is now operat
ing on both sides of Bang-
ladesh-Myanmar border and
the repatriation of refugees is
picking up gradually.

Until Tuesday, 72,000
refugees have been repatriated
since September 1992 while
some 178,000 are still await-
ing their turn in 18 makeshift

See Page 12 Col 7
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By Staff Correspondent

Health and Family Welflare ‘
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusuf yesterday called

upon the striking doctors to
return to their duties but ad-

mitted there had been no offi-
cial move yet to resolve the
crisis.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at his Secretariat office in
Dhaka, the minister expressed
his willingness to sit for talks
with the doctors.

The largely attended press
conference was organised to
explain the government posi-
tion about the on-going strike
by some 8,600 government
doctors.

Called by the Bangladesh
Medical Association (BMA), the
doctors began the strike for an
indefinite period Wednesday to
press for implementation of its
accord with the government
on a 21-point charter of de-
mands.

The demands include dou-
bling the allocation for the
health sector. from the pre-
sent Taka 600 crore. more job
opportunities and promotions

See Page 12 Col 1

Prokrichi-BCS's
day-long strike

By Staff Correspondent

Members of the functional
cadre services across the
country yesterday abstained
from their duties demanding
administrative reforms.

The Prokrichi-BCS Central
Action Council, representing
some 70,000 doctors, engi-
neers, agriculturists and non-
administrative cadre members,
called the day-long strike to
press for implementation of its
17-point charter of demands.,

At a rally in the capital yes-
terday morning. the striking
professionals warned they
would strike work for an in-
definite period from October
10 unless their demands were
metl by October 7

After the rally. the profes-
sionals moved towards the
Prime Minister's office in a
procession, which was halted
hy police near the Farmgate
area.

Later., a number of senior
leaders of the Action Council
were allowed to submit a

See Page 12 Col 7

ILO-BGMEA agreement

Under-aged workers
to get education

Under-aged workers in
garment industry in the coun-
try will get education and skill
development training under an
agreement signed in the city
yesterday between Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association
(BGMEA) and Internatienal
Labour Organisation (ILO}. re
ports BSS.

As per the agreement. the
under-aged workers of the
garment factories will get edu
cation at two schoois to be lo-
cated at two separate places
near cluster of garment facto-
ries to enable the workers to
do normal work and also at-
tend school conveniently.

The agreement is aimed at
"upgrading educational and
technical skills.” a BGMEA
press release said.

Redwan Ahmed. MP, presi-
dent BGMEA and Werner K
Blenk, Director., ILO Dhaka of-
fice. signed the agreement on
behalf of their respective sides.

The enrolled worker-cum-
student will be working for six
hours a day instead of normal
eight hours as long he she will
attend school. They will, how-
ever. receive salary for eight
hours.

As an incentive to these
students, foads will be pro-
vided to the students to moti-
vate children to atiend
schoaols.

Malaysian
minister
due tomorrow

Deputy Minister of Home
Affairs Dato Megat Junid Bin
Megat Ayob of Malaysia will ar
rive in Dhaka tomorrow
(Saturday) on a four-day official
viait, reports UNB

During his stay Megat will
call on President Abdur Rah-
man Biswas. He will have offi-
cial talks with Home Minister

Abdul Matin Choewdhury on
bilateral issues.
Megat will also call on

Labour and Manpower Minister
Abdul Mannan Bhutyan.

His it includes visits
to the Armsar Academy. national
museum. drug addiction cen-
tre hospital. BDR headquarters
and Bureau of Manpower Em-
ployment and Training Centre.



