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7,000 Lankans back home: . o

batch of more than 7.000 Sri Lankan refugees from camps in
southern India returned to the island on Tuesday on board an
Indian vessel. officials sald AFP reports from Colombo.

The MV Nicobar brought the first batch of 1,058 people to
the northeastern port of Trincomalee on the first stage of a
fresh repatriation scheme supervised by the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). officials said.

BOHlb d‘E‘fl.lSEd ill BelfaSt: Soldiers early

yesterday defused a bomb, apparently planted by Protestant
extremists, outside a bar in the Belfast's Catholic Falls Road
district. police said, AP reports from Belfast.

There was no immediate claim of responsibility. But official
sources, speaking on condition of anonymity, said the 4.5-
pound (2 kgl bomb outside the Rock Bar appeared to be the
work of the Ulster Volunteer Force.

Row over Shaka Day in SA: zuu king

Goodwill Zwelithini lacks the authority to cancel tribal cele-
brations for a legendary ancestor. nationalist
Mangosuthu Buthelezi says, AP reports from Ulundi.

The defiant tone by Buthelezi, leader of the Inkatha
Freedom Party. could heighten tensions within South
African's largest tribe on the eve of its most important holiday
— the Shaka Day festivities honouring the 19th centiry war-
rior king.

Zhirinovsky

leader

dEl’liEd Visa: Nativnialist

Russian politician Vladimir Zhirmovsky has been denicd an
entry visa to Norway because ol Tus beliaviour on past loreign
visits. the foreign ministry said on Wediie sday, Al' reports

from Stavanger
T is because ol the threatening and offensive reuiarks he

has repeatedly made while albroad. said Norwegian Foreign
Ministry spokestian Ingvared T1ivhen
[ ] -

Cabinet shake-u up in Chile: o<
Eduardo Frei shook up his ecabinet Tuesdav replacing his
Foreipn Affairs, Interior and Educution ministers and Chiel of
Staff. AFP reports Irom Santiago.

It was the lirst chhange in his «oahtion goveniunent sinee
he assumed ollice six months g

Cambodian talks resume: .o

lo secure the release of thrce western 'im‘-‘:hﬂrf- baang heldd i

Khmer Range guerillas in southern Can Lodia lave resumed
sellior army cdmmander said yesterdav Fu it reports fron
Phnom Penh .

The commander, cluscly invelved in clluorts o freo
three asked not o be naned bt eonficrmed they were still

wl_pareel Lud heen delivered on Monday for
The rebwels were now icain demanding a cash

alive and thar o s
the furetgniors

ransom. Wic commander said  after droppiug an himual de
mand for wwey In tavour of secking poliueal conr CRRIGHS

o
Irish troops leave Somalia: . s
contingent of Irish (roops which had been serving in the

United Nations lorces iy Somalia grrived in Dublin on Tuesday
night. government sources said, AFP reports lrom Dublin
The 81 members of the Irish second transport company
had been stationed in the Horn of Africa nation as part of the
UN mission to bring relief supplies and seek to restore peace.
and worked closely with the Indian and French contingents.

CIS summit on Oct 21: me nex

Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) summit, orjgi-
nally set for October 6, will be held in Moscow on October 21
at the request of Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma, the
Russian news agency Interfax reported on Tuesday. AFP says
from Moscow.

The Ukrainian embassy in Moscow said the summit would
have clashed with celebrations in the Ukraine of the 50th an-
niversary of liberation from German occupation.

UN advance team in Guatemala:

A UN advance team arrived on Tuesday to ensure the armw
and guerillas keep their pledge to end atrocities. AP reports
from Guatemala City.

The accord, reached March 29, is the biggest break-
through yet in efforts to end the 34-vear-old civil war Tl
advance team will pave the wav for a permanent UN obser.u
mission. set to arrive within weeks under a 7.4 million ol
-allocation by the United Nations. Team leader |von ordo
France. an Argentine. camw 1 ~day with 10 observers

Cholera claims 7000 this year:

Cholera has killed mere peuple so far this year than i the
whaole of last year, including 4 151 in Zaire s refugee camps.
according to the latest World Health Drganiuatinn (WHO)
statistics, AFP reports from Geneva.

So far more than 7 000 people have died of the disease
this year. compared to 6.78] in 1993 But Maria Neria. (he
docter coordinating the WHO's fight against cholera, warned
against over reacting to the figures.

Liberia's condition worsens: ..

ganisations and officials of the African peacekeeping force
claim there has been a serious worsening in the humanitarian
conditions in Liberia since fighting flared up last month, AFP
m from Monrovia. .

in fighting in mid-August has sent thousands
of rehpu fleeing the country where some 150,000 people
are thought to have been killed since a civil war started in
December 1989

pholds anti- Porn
A US federal appeals court reinstated on Tuesday a l.»nw rt~

quiring people who produce sexually explicit films and pho*
tographs to keep records of the names and ages of their ac-
tors or models. AP reports from Washinglon

The appeals court alse ruled that the law could be applied
W outside the United States. A three-judge panel
of the US Circuit Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Child Protection and Ohscenily Enforcement
regulations linked 1 1t do not vielate free-

speech
'wdio‘iﬂhlmcan mishap: mieen

and-nnthcr:!'?irqumdmnﬂd.ywhma
train slammed inte a bus in the eentral state of Mexico, offi-
clals said, AFP reports from Mexico City.

With a train speeding toward the bus its driver tried to
make it across train tracks near the Palmillas highway outside
City first, officials satd But the train slammed into the
and dragghd for several metres (yards) a spokesman for

the Mexico state highway police sl

4]
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Pakistan to buy 3 French subs

ISLAMABAD, Sept 21:
Pakistan has decided to buy
three French-built Agosta 90-B
submarines complete with
technology transfers for aro-
und ene billion dollars, officials
and reliable sources said here
today, reports AFP.

The deal will be one of the
biggest military contracts ever
concluded by Pakistan.

The package calls for im-
provements to Karachi dock-
yards where one of the three
submarines will be built using
French techriology.

A memorandum of under-
standing is expected to be
signed on Wednesday during
an official visit to Pakistan by
French Defence Minister
Francois Leotard, officjal
sources quoted by the daily
The News said.

France and Britain were the
only competitors left in the
race which began more than
lwo years ago and also in-

cluded China, Sweden and the
Netherlands. Britain had pro-
posed selling its upholder
class submarines which are in
serviced with the Royal Navy.
According to reliable
sources, the deal with France
will also include the sale of SM
39 sea-to-sea missiles built by
French group Aerospatiale.

The missiles are considered
more effective than the
Exocet, which proved itself
during the Falklands conflict,
and their sale to France would
be the first to any foreign
country, the sources said.

According to the sources
France clinched the deal with
its commitment to transfer
technology to Islamabad, a key
demand of the Pakistan navy.

One submarine will be built
at the Cherbourg naval dock-
vard, west France, and deliv-
ered within four to five years.
A second will be constructed

International
Biggest military contract with Paris

in Cherbourg but assembled in
Karachi and the third will be
fully-built in Karachi.

Pakistan will then be in a
position to construct its own
submarines.

Pakistan's main concern in
buying submarines is to pre-
vent any blockade of Karachi,
the country's main seaport,
which could severely damage
the economy within a few
weeks. The most likely threat
coming from India, diplomats
said.

France had already become
a major supplier of military
hardware to Pakistan which
has operated two Agosta sub-
marines since the 1970s and
four Daphne-class submarines
since the late 1960s.

France has also supplied
100 Mirage Jets, Puma and
Lama helicopters for the
country's air force as well as
Breguet-Atlantique naval pa-
trol aircraft.

The new uta submarines
have a mnmum underwater
speed of 17 knots and can be
used at a maximum depth of
320 meters (1040 feet). The
submarine will be equipped
with an air independent
propulsion system which dou-
bles the length of the time it
can stay submerged.

Sweden had offered to
supply its T-96 type Gotland
submarines currently in ser-
vice with the Australian navy.
But an internal debate erupted
about selling such vessels to
what was considered a
“conflict risk zone.”

The offer was shelved ear-
lier this year.

China had proposed to sell
its S-20 submarines and late-
comer, the Netherlands. had
offered Moray type submarines.
But neither country was con-
sidered a serious contender in
the deal.

Discovery lands
safely

- CAPE CANAVERAL. Sept

YANGON. Sept 21: The first

Il Six astronauts the [official meeting between the
space shuttle Discovery down | country's ruling junta and de-
safely in California on Tuesday | lained opposition leader Aung
after two days of bad weather | Seft Suu Kyi sparked some op-
kept them from landing in timism Wednesday that
Florida, reports Reuter. Myanmar's political impasse
_ glided to a touch- | could be eased, reports AP.

down at 12 PM ( 2112 Hopes arose because the
GMT) with navy Captain Dick | meeting Tuesday was widely

E
|

reported in the official ' media

The shuttle was te have ] and all participants were
landed on Monday. but thun- shown smiling in the televised
derstorms and thick clouds coverage
forced it to spend amn un- it was the first face-to-face
scheduled | Ith day in erbin meeting between junta leaders

Some patches of blue were and the 49 -year-old Suu Kyl
visible through the clouds on since the Nobel Peace Prize
Tuesday. boosting the confi- | winner was placed under
dence of ground contrellers house arrest in July 1980,
Bt rain surrounding the Analysts say tensions in
Kennedy Space Centre even- | military-ruled Myanmar will
tally prompted the switch of contimse until some kind of

!
l

compromise can be reached

- e

US soldiers guarding the main gates to the Port-au-Prince harbour look on as 2. Hoitian

policeman swings his baton to disperse Haitians on Tuesday.

Ban on protests in Haiti

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Sept 21:
Haiti's defacto government is-
sued a ban on street protesis
late Tuesday, saying it was
acting fo avert a bloodbath in
the wake of a US intervention

0 restore democracy. reports

AFP, -
The ban came after police
with clubs dispersed protests
by supporters of exiled Pre-
sidlent Jean-Bertrand Aristide,
beating one man- to death, as
US troops stood by,

‘Professional agitators of a
well-known sector of the
population are profiting from
the presence of the US
nulitary cooperation mission to
riestime their subversive acti-
vities with the goal of leading
the country to chaos.” the
government said.

The statement issued by
information minister Jacques
Sanint-Louis said all public
demonsirations were banned
to avoid "chaos and a bloodbath
~0 wanted by some in the

country.”

Meanwhile 'JS troops con-

tinued to pour,into the coun-
try,
from the US Wasp who landed
earlier in the day in

including 1,800 marines

Cap
_Haitiep. 260 kilometers (160
miles) north of here.

US military officials said
some 6 000 US troops were
expected in the country by
midnight. Most of them in
Port-au-Prince.

The US troops are under
instructions to leave the job of
maintaining order in the city
to the Haitian police and mili-
tary.

Under an agreement nego-
tiated by former President
Jimmy Carter, Haiti's military
leaders are supposed to step
down no later than October
15, clearing the way for
Aristide’'s return.

Reuter from UN says: The
Secretary-General of Amnesty
International on Tuesday
sharply criticised the Clinton
adminislrltlruna deal with the

——

— AFP photo

Haitian military. saying it al-
lowed killers to go free.

Plerre Sane, in a speech to
non-governmental organisa-
tions at the United Nations,
was ref
réa¢hed

low the military to take an
"early and honurable retire-
ment” wunder a general
amnesty.

“This is unacceptable,” Sane
sald. adding that these were
the men whose forces mur-
dered. tortured and raped and
who shot or beat to death
more than 3 000 unarmed
Haitians.

"Where is the honour in al-
lowing such men and their

forces to escape justice.” he
asked.
The reference to an

amnesty had been a stumbling
block in all negotiations Wwith
the Haitian military over the
past two years, with Aristide in
the past having blaked over
blanket amnesty.

US envoy shuttles from Syna

to Israel for ME peace

JERUSALEM, Sept 21: A
top US envoy shuttied from
Damascus to Jerusalem on
Tuesday, trying to keep up the
momenitum toward a peace ac
cord between lsrael and Syria.
reports AP,

IS envoy Dennis Ross ar-
rived Tuesday after meeting
carlier in the day with Syrian
President Hafez Assad.

Israeli Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres. meanwhile,
confirmed Tuesday for the first
time that quiet contacts have
been

tiations. There are meetings
with the ambassadors. and
things of this sort.” Peres told
reporters.

However. Peres suggested

that the gaps In positioris were
still wide. "Fu. ~ow. it is clear
that there is a definite will to
make peace, but no definite
way to achieve it," he said

Ross, the US peace coordi-
nator, said after meeting with
Assad for six hours on Tuesday
that the two had discussed the
issues "at great length and de-
tadl”.

Ross said he felt there was a
lot of seriousness about achiev-
ing peace and "we'll be work-
ing in that direction.”

At the core of the dispute
are the Golan Heights captured
by Israel in the 1967 Middile
East war. Syria wants [srael to
commit itself to a complete
withdrawal before discussing
the type of peace it envisions

Earlier this month. Prime
Iuliniller Yitzhak H.-lhin said he

[ Junta’s talks Wlth Suu Kyi

tive results.” said two school

teachers on their way to class-

rooms carrying Wednesday's
5.

A briefl television report
Tuesday showed Gen Than
Shwe, chairman of the State
Law and Order Restoration
Council. meeting with a smil-
ing Suu-Kyi, who was wearing a

pink t(raditional Myvanmar
jacket with matching pink
longyl. a type of sarong. Also
t was Lt Gen Khin
, the secretary who is
reputed to be the actual power
behind the junta.
The report did not give any
details of the meeting. held at
the Defence Ministry guest-

| AL 1

was ready to give up a slice of
the Golan immediately, with-
oul uprooting a Jewish settle-
ment, to be followed by a
three-yedr testing period in
which the two countries would
establish normal relations.
Only then would the final line
of withdrawal be negotiated.

Israeli officials have said
that Syria has not rejected the
proposal outright. However,
Syria reportedly wants Israel
to dismantle at least one
Jewish settlement in the first
stage as a proof of [sraeli in-
tentions.

The Syrians also want the
second stage to be completed
in two vears rather than three,
with normalisation only start-
ing toward the end of the pull-

out phase.

rigg to the deal
3 li‘.rll'-au Prince on -
Suhday that he said would al-

Taiwan may
suspend
cultural link
with China

TAIPEI, Sept 21: Taiwan
may suspend sporting and
cultural links with China be-
cause of Beijing's hostility to
President Lee Teng-hui atten-
ding :E:i month's Asian Ga-

als said Wednesday,
repurts AP.

The government also may
declare Tang Shubei, an official
of China's body that handles
links with Taiwan, persona
non grata for remarks he made
last week, Yeh Chin-fong, vice
chairman of the Mainland
Affairs Council, told legislators.

Kao Koong-lian, another
vice chairman on the council.
said. "The government will
consider suspending sports-
and cultural links because of
the Chinese Communists' un-
friendly moves.”

Carter meets ROK,
DPRK envoys

separately

WASHINGTON, Sept 21:
Former President Jimmy Car-
ter has been holding separate
meetings with representatives
from North and South Korea at

Ca;u':[r?! iter in_Atlanta,

The former president had
been instrumental in defusing
a confrontation between the
United States and North Korea
earlier this year, and on
Sunday reached an accord with
Haiti's military leaders that
averted a US invasion.

State Department spokes-
man Michael McCurry con-
firmed that Carter met with
the North Korean ambassador
to the United -Nations Monday
and the South Korean amba-
ssador on Tuesday.

“He has worked on that is-
sue in the past as you know

and we welcome that,” said
McCurry.
Volcanoes rage for

3rd day around
Papuan city

PORT MORESBY. Sept 21:
Two volcanoes for third
day Wednesday around the
devastated port city of Rabaul,
and officials warned residents
in nearby coastal villages of a
new pulllhh danger — tidal

ational

Commission und?t:“dcmn‘ shortwave
radid service to warn residents

ALGIERS, Sept 21: A fourth
round of talks aimed at ending
Algeria’'s Islamic insurgency
closed in failure on Tuesday.
with no agreement on a [inal
communique and no date set
for a future meeting, a source
said, reports AP.

The result contrasted wih
the high expectations for “he
closed-door meeting follrpwing
President Liamine Ze wual's
decision to move the nation's
top two Islamic leaders from a
military prison to house arredt
to encourage progress.

But the Islamic Salvation
Front was absent from the
closed-door session between
five opposition parties and
Zeroual.

Abassi Madani. head of the
banned group, and his deputy.
Ali Belhadj, are thought to hold
the key to ending 2 and half
years of violence that has left
at least 10,000 people dead.

Participants at the !1-hour
session decided to “continue
the dialogue on a bilateral
level.” according to the source
rlose to the negotiations. who

Algerlan talks fail

Qhr B;tilu ﬁhr 5

spoke on
anonymity.

There had been reports a
truce was in the making. but
violence has continued.

An armed group comman-
deered a train on Monday in
the Berber region of. Kabyle,
forcing the passengers ofl and
setting it afire, On Sunday
night. a commando set off
bombs in the city hall of Bab
Ezzouar, near Algiers. partially
destroying it. Security forces
saldd 21 armed Islamic mili
tants were killed over the
weekend.

A Salvation Front official
sail Madani and Belhadj. who
were released from prison last
week and placed under house

condjtion of

arrest in a secret location
wonuld not attend ned® ations
because ; they considered
themselves still jailed.

Madani and Belhadj want
“total liberty. the rehabhilita °
tion of their party, the libera
tion of all their leaders = the

unidentified official was gquoted
on Tuesdav as saving in the £l
Hhiwar newspaped

Off the Record

Murayama doll soon
to go on sale

TOKYO: Sometimes it seems like Japan's Socialist Party
will try anything to get ahead. First it allied with its arch-en
emy to get its leader the prime ministership. Then it jetti
soned almost all of its basic policies. reports AP,

What ceuld be next?

Announcing the official
Murayama doll, soon to go on sale at Socialist Party offices ev-

erywhere.

A limited edition of 1,000 dolls, complete with the prime
minister's trademark bushy eyebrows. will be available start
Ing next month for 1.800 yen (dirs 18]}

And buyers better hurry. Already

the party to reserve their doll.

It's the brainchild of party public-relations man HirosHhi
Imai, who's doing his best to promote Murayama's motto of

"politics gentle to people.”

L -
2 elderly sisters die together

DOYLESTOWN: For 10 vears, the two elderly sisters lived
together and took care of each other. When constant health
problems convinced them it was impossible to go on. they
decided to die together. reports AP. | _

‘Ardys Van Horne, 83. and Kathrvn Lachner. 82, were
found shot to death Sunday in their two-bedroom apartment
in what authorities ruled a murder-suicide

A note on the dresser indicated the women had planned

* their deaths.

“Life has become a daily battle with aches and pains.
the frustrations of trying to cepe with unending health prob
lems.” the note read. "We don't feel that the Lord meant us tno

end our days this way.’

"Since euthanasia is denied us in America we are taking

the only available wayout.”

Authorities say Van Horne shot her sister once in the ch
est with a Sﬂ-taliher handgun, then fired two shots into har

1nwn chest.

The women were known as "The Sisters” at the Pine Run
Retirement Community, where they had lived together since
_ each became a widow about 10 years ago.

Molestation charge to go

- LOS ANGELES: Prosecutors have decided not to file ¢hild
molestation charges against Michael .Jackson the Los Angeles
Times reported yesterday. reports AP

Jackson was accused in a civil lawsuit of molesting a 13
he befriended while the two pursued thei
friendship in Los Angeles and a1 .| v kson's “Neverland' raneh

year-old boy

in Santa Barbara County.

Prosecutors are likely 1o
say they considered the
teenager, now 14. a cre-
dible witness — hut he has
declined ' to testify. uni
dentified sources told the
Times. |

The sources said an
announcement was expec-
ted yvesterday.

Larry Feldman. the
teenager's lawyer, told the
Times he met with
prosecutors from Santa
Barbara jand Los Angeles
counties Monday. He would
not disclose what was said.

"I believe a statement
will be made shortly outli-
ning the district attorneys
ptﬂ.hn Feldman said.

Los Angeles District
Attorney Gil Garcetti said
Tuesday that a decision
would be gpade “very soon .’
but he would not be more
specific. Santa Barbara
District Attorney Tom
Sneddon also declined 1o
say anything more.

Jackson. 35. has been

investigation by both
istrict attorneys since
August 1993. There has be-
en renewed interest. in
marriage to Lisa Marie Presley

the

investigation

Prime Minister Tomiichi

100 people have called

aad

M

Aatter his

Although Jackson denies any wrongdoing and has not been

criminally charged. he reportedly reached a multimillion dol
lar settlement in the civil suit with the teenager and his fam

may ease pohtlcal impasse

Suu Kyi, winner of the 1991
Nobel Prize for her non-violent
promotion of " democracy,
looked slim and healthy.

US Rep Bill Richardson of
New Mexico, who in
became the first outsider to
visit Suu Kyl dtmm. her ex-
tended house arrest aand ht

British husband and two sons
have been allowed regular
visits.

+ According to the monk,
both Suu Kyl and the junta lea-
ders were eager for national
reconciliation and agreed to
meet for dialogue to settle the
political stalemate in the
m. .

The junta has held power
since wviolently suppresasing
pro-demecracy demonstra
tions in 1988, Suu Kyi was de-
tained for allegedly endanger
ing public security in 1989,

After her National League
for Democracy parly won a
landslide victory in a 1990
general election, it refused to
allow the winning parliamen
tarians take their seats. and
has continued to stamp out all
dissent.

Abiola’s health

deteriorates

LAGOS. Sept 21: The trea
son irial of Nigeria s would be
president. Moshood Abiola

was set to resume on Wednes
day as defence lawvers scram
bled to get the hearing hahed
and to secure his release on
health grounds. reports AFP

For the third time ithis
month, the Nigerian Medical
Association (NMA) raised the
alarm, sayving the mblllonaire

businessqpan s health had de-
teriorated again

Traces of bleod had heen
found in his urtne during the

latesi medical examinations on
Friday. NMA doctors said

ey added that he had lost
the use of his right leg and
risked paralysis unless he woie
achmitted to hospital for treat-
ment. |




