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Journalist Who Dares Take Risks

by Favza Haq

Wusatullah Khan. producer. BBCO ¥rdn
Service since 91, dealing mainly with current
affairs, whe came to Dhaka recently. was born
at Rahim Yar Khan. a ‘casbah’ in Pakistan. His
parents had migrated from india [lis mother

being from Rajasthan and his father from
Bhopal). Khan graduated from the International
Relations Department of Karachi University. He
then did research in European Studies and has
heen freelancing since 79, His job at BBC is his
eighth one.

He has been writing in "Nawaehweakth™, has
done current affairs in flurriyat . next he did
editorial writing in "Savernhi  He has written
1 300 articles, features= and inlerviews within
twelve years: till ‘9]
His areas of interesi
are international and

domestic political
affairs,

Asked about his
favourite newsp:

pers in Pakistan. lu

said, "English lan- §E
guage journalists B
there are better |
than the Urdu ones
as they are more ra

tional in their ap §
proach, while the §
Urdu language jou

nalists are coinmniit

ted to one person or
party or another. As
the Urdu journalists
are under pressurc

their standard ol

writing is limited by

it. Their opiniois

remain biased as

they do not read

English newspa

pers.” “ !
Khan went (o &

Iran in November

'83. when he was R

still at the university
stage, and stayed
there for 15 days. .\l
that time the Iran-

Irag War was oi. g 8 e
"There I had the & =
opportunity to go to

the front and see many things — even the

destruction during war. There was intense ter-
ror in Tehran those days and there was a
atrm:‘i campaign against the opposition group
‘Mujahideen-e-Khalg'. Thus | had the opportu-
nity to study terror from close quarters. There
was random checking. The girls had to fully
cover their hair with scarves. If their hair was
neticeable they were inmediately, repri-
manded. At that time summary executions
were rampant. When | met people on the foot
path or street, they would tell me in hushed
tones about the gory details. | had a fair idea of
the socio-political situation of Iran at that
time.” he said.

"l also met officials at that time. Hashmi
Rafsanjani was the Speaker of the 'Majlis’
then. | spoke to Ayatullah Khalgi who was the
Chief Justice of the revolution then and had

the order fer many sulliary €xecu-
tions. 1 also met the individuals who held the
Ameritan hostages in their embassy for 52
days. Thus, | met jzmd interviewed various gov-
ernment officials.! These interviews had been
pre-planned. At that time the opposition was
not visible. The officials naturally gave me the%r
"version of the officia} point of view. Their
viewpoint on human rights was different from
that of the universal one They explained that
the le whp were harassed and executed
were st the Islamic state cf Iran. As a con:
sequence, felt they had the t" to wipe
them out at will. They justified their action as
‘jihad’,” he added.

When asked to &laborate on his experience
in Afghanistan in 86, Khan said, "l was in the
field most of the time. At that time the Soviet
army was present there. as is well known.
Thus | got an epportunity to make eyve-wilness
reports on the siluation.” He did not wish to
comment on the “Muyjahideen.” wham he et
there, being of Pakistani origin

“TI:I:-;HI ullah I{hﬂ

When guestioned about his briel slay in
Bangladesh. Khan said that he had been briefed
earlier that the work in progress in Bangladesh
is being done in a more organised way than
perhaps in other part of the world. "l came ba-
sically to report on UNICEF's ORT conference.
After the conference, | met and spoke to vari-
ous NGO project heads, such as that of

"Nijerakori’. 1 was greatly impressed by its or-

ganiser Khushi Kabir. and 1 also met Dr
Zafrullah Chowdhury. the head of Gono
Swasthya Kendro'. | chatted with people of
BRAC during the conference | mentioned ear-
lier. 1 found the NGOs operating in a fairly
g manner. - he informed.
e His own thoug-
b hts and observations
| were that the NGOs
wiere  performing
very well. "Their
rarget is 'How Lo
Help the People' and
they are trying to
¢ reate an infrastruc-
t1ire on the basis of
which the people
can be more self-
sufficient. They give
- medical training on
the whole, such as
how and why vaeci-
nations should be
flone: explain ways
il improving
w. | child-care and need
f for drinking clean
water. | feel that the
NGOs alome may not
G he able to cope with
- this Herculean task,
2 but whatever work
. they are doing ap-
- 7 pears positive 1o
4 e.” Mr Khan.
: "l found the rural
WOImnen more aware
' uf themselves and
their environment
compared with
those in Pakistan.
For example, women
in Pakistan have pot
X got into commercial
dfiving as yet, The educated women in
Pakistan do manage to drive their own cars.
Here. illiterate women. on the other hand.
operate heavy duty vehicles. In each society,
literacy and illiteracy have different meanings.
i an ifhteratf woman gets an opportunity, the
women of Bangladesh have proved that they
are capable enough, that if given the Gppor-
tunity, they can work wonders,” he elaborated.
M
qtraiﬁu jacketing of projects which cannot
sulve health problems. as has been experi-
enced tn many Third World countries. The way
the rural health programmes have been inte-
grated proves that they have a F,n-nd concept of
rural health. These are imodels which other
Third World countries in Asia and Africa would
be well advised to follow," Khan continued.
When asked to comment on how he felt
about working in the BBC as ap Asiapn, Khan
said, "The white people.get the better jobs as
they are in the majority. Yet, in the BBC there
is the Equal Opportlinities Department which
encourages the non-white people to attain
managerial skills and get opportunity for fur-
ther education. Ten yéars ago, this opportunity
was not there. Today, the non-white people
can progress trei ously in the work struc-
ture. | am not aware if such opportunities pre-
vail in other organisations in the UK."

a about his own duties at BBC Urdu
Service, Khan elaborated. "No one has exact
duties there apart from magazine programmes.
such das the week amme on current al-
fairs ‘Mizaan’, and the science and tech
programme ‘Daryaft’. which I have produce
nmiyself. 1 have been a news reader t0o. In other
words, the duties rotate.”

-

n

Like most foreignems, Khan was fascinated
by the Dhaka rickshaws. and the Bangladeshi
women's dark. long hair.

INTERNATIONAL FINANCE INVESTMENT
AND COMMERCE BANK LIMITED
BSB BUILDING (19 FL), 8, RAJUK AVENUE, DHAKA-1000

NOTICE |

OF THE SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL

GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Seventeenth Annual General Mecting of
International Finance Investmént And Commerce Bank Limited will be held |
at Somargaon Hotel, Dhaka on Monday Octobér 10, 1994 at 4-00 p.m. The

agenda of the mecting is given below.
1. Chairman’s address

2. Confirmation of the Minutes of the Sixteenth Annual General Meeting held

on July 18, 1993

3. Consideration of the Report of Directors and Audifors and approval of the
Balance  Sheet and Profit and Loss Accounts for the year ended as on

December 31, 1993
4. Declaration of Dividend.
5. Election of Directors,

6. Appointment of Auditors and fixation of their remuneration, |
7. Vote of thanks by the Mapaging Director. ‘

Date :
22nd September, 1994,

By order of the Board
for and on behalf of IFIC Bank Lid. |

s$D/
A. H. Anwar Hussain
Secretary ;

Neote :

T. Share Transfer Books of the Company will remain closed from Monday October 03,
1994 10 Monday October 10, 1994 (both days inclusive).

2. Votes may be given cither persohally or by attormey, or by proxy through any person

third observation is that there is no:

or persons or in the case of a corporation also by a- representative duly authonsed -
by a resolution of the Diwrectors of such corporation.

3. The instrument of proxy duly stamped by Revenue Stamp of Tk. 4.00 and” power
of sttorney or other suthority if any under which it has been signed or a notanaly
certificd copy of that power or suthority must be deposited at the Regisicred Office
of the Company at'lcast 72 hours before the time for holding the mecting at which |
the person named in the instrumeni of proxy proposed fo vote and in default the
rmwmiq-m:mﬂ-ﬂhm:nﬁd,

4 retiving Directors shall be clecied/ngminated as provided in the Arucles of
Associaton of the Company. -j
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Rehena Bepum attending her ailing hushand Sanwar

Hossain at the corridor of Dhaka Medical College Hospital
outdoor on the first day of doctors’ indefinite strike
yesterday. She came from Manikganj for the treatment of

her husband.

— Star photo
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VGF to drought-hit areas

The government has re-
quested  the World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) to eéxtend
emergency Vulnerable Group
Feeding (VGF) assistance to
534 unions of eight northern
districts for a period of two
months, reports BSS. .

This will require about
34,000 metric tons of wheat.
The eight districts — Dinajpur,
Thakurgaon, Panchagarh, Ran-
gpur. Gaibandha, Nilphamari,
Lalmonirhat and Kurigram —
have been worst hit by drought
"and crops there have been
damaged. The prices of
foodstuff and other essential
commodities have shot up as
also widespread unemploy-
ment in those areas.

This was disclosed at a
high level review meeting of
the Minisiry of Disaster
Management and Relief held

. yesterday at Iits conference

room with State Minister for
Disaster Managemeént and
Relief Harun-al-Rashid in the
chair. :

The government has already
sanctioned 2,200 metrie tons
of wheat under the special test
relef programme for the eight
districts in this connection.
ihe meeting was told.

The government has given

emergency charges to seven
ministers, state ministers and
deputy minister to monitor the
reliel and rehabilitation activi- -
ties in the areas.

The meeting decided that

further allocation of relief

would be made on the basis of
reports by the ministers de-
puted for the purpose.
Additional Secretary in-
charge of the Ministry M
Hafizuddin Khan, DG of the
Disaster Man nt Bureau,
DG of the Directorate of Relief
and Rehabilitation and other
high officials of the ministry
were present in the meeting.

Dividend declared

Bangladesh Thai Aluminium
Ltd. a public limited company
listed with the Dhaka $tock
Exchange, has declared 13.5
per cent dividend for the year
ending 1993, reports UNB,

The declaration was made
al the 15th annual general
meeting of the company held
at the BCIC auditorium yester-
day.

The shareholders present
expressed elation at the decla-

ration and passed unanimously

the agenda and ptoposals
placed by the Board of
Directors.
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Govt urges WFP to extend

JP blames govt
for shattering

economy

KHULNA, Sept 21: Jatiyd
Party (JP) leader *Moudud
Ahmed {oday, blamed the gov-
ernment for shat the
country's economy and failure
to address the unemployment

! problem. reports UNB.

"Country's economy is on
the verge of ruination, produc-
tion in mills and factories have
fallen sharply and unemploy-
ment is mounting.,” he told
newsmen at a press confer-
ence at the WAPDA auditorium
here. '

Turning to the caretaker
government issue, Moudud

“ sald the government was not

sincere to end the stalemate.
He pointed out that some
leaders of the ruling party

| were speaking of a dialogue

with the Opposition to resolve
the issue while others were

| making contradictory state-

ments.

Replying to a question, he
said the present political crisis
should be resolved politically
as "the people do not feel the
necessity of military interven-
tion.”

The JP leader called the
BNP : government inapt and
said it had failed to solve the
people's problems and stop
smuggling across the border.

Asma's art show
ends tomorrow

A five-day painting exhibi-
tionn by Asma Kibria is now be-
ing held and it will end tomor-
row. The exhibition yas inau-
gurated at La Galerie in the
city Sunday. The exhibition
refhains open for all from 9 am
lo 8 pin everyday, says a press

refeas.
b

Thursday

4:30 Opening session

4:40 Geetfa recitation

4:45 Dance programme for
children: Rumjhum

5:10 News in Bangla

5:25 National TV School
Debate

6:30 Mass education: Esho
Para Shikhi

7:00 Programme on I[slam:
Jiboner Alo

7:25 Nazrul songs

‘8:00 News in Bangla

8:30 Drama of the week:
Tumi Shudhu Tumi

10:00 News in English

10:30 Mini series: Marco Polo

11:30 Khabar/The News

AJML, LEADS
sign contract

Adamjee Jute mills Limited
(AJML) signed a contract with
LEADS Corporation Limited,

- exclusive distributer of NCR

Corporation (now known as
AT&T Giobal Information

Solutions) for the purchase of
NOR 3450 Multiprocessor
Computer System, says a press
release

a
bl

Mir Jamal’ Udd.i n, *Euc ut

Z:.-'.*'_ i

ive Director, Adamjee Jute Mills

Implementation
of Motor Vehicles
Act urged

Two organisations of bus
and truck owners yesterday
urged Home Minister Abdul
Matin Chowdhury for early im-
plementation of section 138,
151 and 152 of the Motor
Vehicles Act to save them from
‘unnecessary harassment’, re-
ports UNB.

In a joint statement,
Bangladesh Bus-Truck OWwners
Association and Dhaka Bus-
Truck Owners Group ex-
pressed concern at the recent
legal moves by some transport
leaders regarding irregularities
of driving licences, faulty ve-
hicles and illegal ownership.

CU exam
postponed

CHITTAGONG. Sept 21:
The final year honours exami-
nation 1992 of Chittagong
University [CU) in Bengali
scheduled to be held on
September 21, has been post-

poned due to unavoidable rea-

sons. reports BSS.

Foreign Secretary
leaves for Delhi
today

The Foreign Secretary. M R

Osmany, leaves city today for
New Dethi on an official visit to
have discussions on bilateral
matters with his Indian coun-
terpart. reports BSS.
* The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said such official level
Lilks take place from time to
ERA L

1id and Shaikh Abdul Aziz. Managing Director, LEADS
( ‘orporation Ltd signing a contract for the purchase of NCR
AMaoltiprocessor Computer Svetem
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Light to moderate rain and thupdershower may occur at a

few

places over Rajshahi division. at one or two

over

Dhaka and Chittagong divisions during the next 24 hours till

6 pm today, reports UNB.

The Met office says

that the weather will remain mainly

dry over Khulna and Barisal divisions during the period while
slight rise In temperature |s expected across the country. ,
Slight change in the weather is predicted for the next two
days and it may deterforate in the following week.
The country's highest temperature 34.2 degrecs Celsius
was recorded at Satkhira while the lowest 24.0 degrees at

shurdi

Maximum rainfall 20 mm, was measured at Dinajpur
during the last 12 hours. while |7 mm was recorded at

Rangpur and 9 mm at Bogra.

The lowest recorded rainfall.

one mm. was at Mymensingh during the period.
The sun sets today at 5.5 pm and rises tomorrow at 5 48

am
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unchanged.

HEAD OFFICE

863650-51
868297 / 862661

863640 / B63670

RETIMING OF FLIGHTS FROM
DHAKA 10 SINGAPORE

DURING 30 OCTOBER '94 TO 25 MARCH "95

Due to renovation at the Zia International Airport from 30 October , 1994 to
25 march, 1995 the flight timings for Singapore Airlines from Dhaka will be

revised as follows :
DAY FLIGHT DEP ARR
MONDAY
SINGAPORE-DHAKA SQ420 1305 1500
DHAKA-SINGAPORE SQ419 1615 2210
THURSDAY
SINGAPORE-DHAKA SQ414 0800 0955
DHAKA-SINGAPORE SQ413 1615 2210
FRIDAY
SINGAPORE-DHAKA SQ420 1305 1500
DHAKA-SINGAPORE SQ419 1615 2210
SATURDAY
SINGAPORE-DHAKA SQ420 1305 1500
DHAKA-SINGAPORE SQ419 1615 2210
SUNDAY
SINGAPORE-DHAKA SQ414 0800 0955
DHAKA-SINGAPORE SQ413 1615 2210

The Flights & timings for DHAKA-KATHMANDU-DHAKA will remain

For any queries, please do not hesitate to call us at the following numbers

GULSHAN CHITTAGONG SYLHET
OFFICE OFFICE OFFICE
888769 /888779 « 505770 / 502569 8124 / 6573

A great way to ty

SINGAPORE AIRLINES

1
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;I‘tnlpcraturt in different districts measured in degrees
Celsius and humidity in percentage recorded yestercday are

given below:

City /Town Temperature in Humidity in

Celstus percentiage

Max Min Hnrnh;g Evening

Dhalca 33.0 26.4 72

Chitlagong 32.5 24.7 78 78

Rajshahi 28.5 24.5 R6 77

Khulna 336 26.0 70 -

Barisal 33.5 26.6 78 70
Jessore 33.6 24.2 T2 -
Cox's Bazar 320 26.0 78 !
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