ROME. Sept 20: ltallan ac
tress Sophia Loren, one of the
last of the greal European lHm
stars turns 60 today. reporis
AFP

Her birthday will be "a day
like any other.” she recently
said in an Italian radio inter
VN

| am happv but | think that
birthdavs should be celebrated
prwatrh The fact thal the
world s mterested in my 60
vears is nice but at the same
time | am ashamed because |
don't like to be the centre ol
attention,  said Loren. who last
went! before the cameras in
1992 on a trip to Somalia as an
ambassador for the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees
{LUUINHU R _

She had good words lor
[taly in her interview, even
though she lives mainly in
Geneva and Los Angeles,

Loren was born Solia
Scicolone on September 20
1934 in Pozzuoli near Naples,
where she and her sister Maria
were brought up by their
mother Romilda Villani

Pushed by her mother and
their poverty. Loren started

British Prime Minister John Major (R) jokes with South
African President Nelson Mandela as they pose for pictures 1

= mll

eariv in film

| knew | had to find jobs. |
was 15 and felt responsible for
my mother and sister.” she
said in a recen! press inter-

view.

Her meeting with producer
Carlo Ponti, who helped lorm
her cinematic persoua.
launched her career.

oy

after signing a series of cooperation agreements in Cape

Town yesterday.

— AFP photo

Major pledges $150m aid
for South Africa

CAPE TOWN, Sept 20:
Britain will spend 530 million
rand (about dlrs 150 million)
to help build post-apartheid
Soulh Africa, Prime Minister
John Major told Parliament
Tuesday on the first official
visit of a British leader here in
34 years. reports AP.

Britain would not 'stand idly
on the sidelines' and wait to
see how the South Africa tran-
sition to democracy developed.
Major said. His speech was in-
terrupted several times by ap-
plause.

Major said the aid would be
granted over the next three
years. with 350 million rand
{abwiit dirs 00 milion) going
directly to reconstruction and
development programme and
the rest channeled through
the European Union and the
Commonwealth Development
Corporation.

President Nelson Mandela
has promised a multibilion-
rand programme to build

roicls. s and schools and
provide |other services Lo
blacks who were neglected by
white minority governments.
Mandela became the country's
first black president when his
African National Congress won
historic elections in April.

Travelling with a group of
industrialists, financiers and
sports heroes, Major arrived
Tuesday on a three-day mis-
sion to strengthén relations
with post-apartheid South
Africa.

Proposing a 'feHowship for
the future’ Major told Parlia-
ment his country already in-
vested 40 to 50 million rand in
South Africa.

“This is greater than our in-
vestment in the whole of the
rest of Africa.” he said. "For
Britain, South Africa is already
«an export market of the same
scale as India, close to the
markets of Hong Kong, Saudi
Arabia and Singapore.”

Troops in Haiti
From Page 1 Col 8

Another report from United
N:ations says, the UN special
envoy for Haiti has resigned. a
day after Jimmy Carter accom-
plished what had been Dante
Caputo's mission for almost
two years — persuading Haiti's
army leaders to step down.

Caputo took a parting shot
at the United Siates in his
Monday letter of resignation to
Secretary-General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali. i

"The total absence of con-
sultations, and even of infor-
mation from tHe government
of the United States of
America, makes me believe
that this country, in fact, has
taken the decision to act uni-
laterally in the Haitian pro-
cess,” Caputo's ter'se letter said
in French.

A spokesman for Boutros-
Ghali said the secretary-gen-
eral accepted the resignation
with deep regret.

Grameen Bank
denies report

The Grameen Bank, in a
rejoinder yesterday. contra-
dicted a news item headlined
"Grameen Bank at Kanaighat
set on fire" published in The
Daily Star on 18.

The rejoinder signed by the
bank's Deputy Managing
Director Muhammad Khaled
Shams said the Grameen Bank
(GB)] has no branch in
Umagarh under Kanaighat
thana of Sylhet, as reported in
the news item. In fact, a cen-
tre of the bank in the area, set
up by the borrowers in a
thatched hut was set on fire
Friday t-and a case was
also lodged with the local
thana in this regard, he said.

The GB has a branch in
Zakiganj thana of the district
called "Barhal Zakiganj” and
the centre in Umagarh was
one of 70 centres set up un-
der that branch, Khaled Shams

said and added that the GB has

about 60 thousand such cen-
tres all over the country.

Govt college teachers'
token strike
today, tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

Teachers belonging to the
BCS general education cadre
will observe a two-day token
strike from today protesting
attacks on their colleagues and
to press home their 16-point
demand.

The BCS General Education
Association in a press release
said that during the last HSC
examinations principals of the
Migura Shaheed Suhrawardy
College, Nilphamary College
and Meherpur College and the
family members of the teach-
ers of Rajshahi New Degree
College were attacked by ter-
rorists.

The association also ex-
tended its support to the
Prokrichi-BCS Central Action
Commitiee's call for strike to-
.morrow to press home its 17-
point demand.

The demand of the teachers
includes withdrawal of certain
appointments from the edu-
¢ ation department and stop-
page of intervention of DCs,
AD( s and magistrates during
examinalions.

7 ministers
From Page 1 Col 2
Goyeshwar Roy in Gaibandha.

Officials said the govern-
ment has taken up special test
reliefl programme, open mar-
ket sale of rice, Vulnerable
Group Feeding alongside the
on-going test relief pro-
gramme as the drought has
rendered the farmers and
agricultural labourers jobless.

Steps have also been taken
to provide seedlings and water
pumps’ to the farmers and for
agricultural rehabilitation pro-
grammes, including agricul-
tural and crop loans, and dis-
tribution of fertilizer at fair
‘price, they said.

Besides, directives have
been issued to the concerned
administration to run the
closed deep tubewells without
any delay to ensure irrigation
in the drought-hit areas.

Hasina

From e | Col 4

business conlidence In
couniry, she remarked

Alleging that no honest
businessmen "can expect a
slice of government job unless
he is known to be one of the
party faithfuls.” Sheikh Hasina
said the "moito of the BNP
government seems to be: party
belore nation.

The Leader of thre Oppo-
sition, pointing at the burea
ucracy. observed: “The mind-
sel that the bureaucrats have
inherited. makes them assume
that they are the only true
custpdians ol public interest’
and added, "We have paid
dearly for such arrogance.”

Hasina stated: "The list of
their (BNFP's) fatlures is so long
that | will net have endcugh
time to talk about our own
plans, programmes and poli
cies.” She went on to describe
the Awami League as repre-
senting the nationalist, secular
and progressive forces in the
country. "unlike the ruling
party. which derives ils sup-
port from communal lorces.

She said her pariy will en
courage the private sector. In
the interest of the economy.
the public sector will be grad-
ually reduced in size and no
new industry will be "nation-
alised.”

Continuing, she said: "If the
private sector is going to be
the principal agent of growth,
then we must encourage its
role in the development of the
economy. We must foster a
climate of trust and confidence
between the government and
the private sector.”

Sheikh Hasina said one
might think that if the private
sector was allowed to play a
major role, the importance of
1the government would dimin-

ish.
The AL chief criticised the

government for ‘wilting under
pressure’ from pressure
groups and also accused it of
making an agreement and then
going back on its commitment.

She said the Awami League,
if it goes to power, will follow a
consistent and progressive
labour policy.

"Steadily rising productivity
alone can justify rising wages.
she emphasised.

Emphasising development
of human resources she said,
"We must remove the blight of
illiteracy from this nation. It is
not only a shame for us, it is
Also acting as a brake on our

progress.”

The Awami League chief
pledged: "It may sound ambi-
tious to many buit it is our goal;
if and when we go to * power,
we will make an all-out effort
to wipe out illiteracy within
tem years.”

Sheikh Hasina called for the
creation of a modern and effi-
cient infrastructure for rapid
economic growth. While not
specifying her position on for-
eign investment, she pointed
out that "the plight of the
power sector in Bangladesh
alone is enough to snuff out any
enthusiasm for direct foreign
investment."

The meeting of the Ameri-
can-Bangladesh Economic Fo-
rum was presided by Forrest
E Cookson and conducted by
Executive Secretary A Gafur.
Among others, S A M S Kibria.
a member of the Awami League
Advisory Council, and Abul
Hasan Chowdhury MP, US
Ambassador David N Merrill,
US and local businessmen
were present.

Students protest

From Page 1 Col 7
The students burnt a US
flag in front of Madhu's
Canteen of Dhaka Universily !
2 pm, according to the organi-
sation's press release.
" Later at a rally in front of

the

said the military government
of Haiti could be ousted by the
.Haitians themselves.

the Press Club. student leaders -

the city yesterday.

Protest against economic reforms

Indian communists block

trains: 10000 arrested

NEW DELHI [India). 5Sept
20: More than 10,000 com-
munist protesiors were il
rested Tuesday during a na
tionwide blockade ol trains to
protest the federal govern-
ment's pursuit of free-market
reforms, reports AP

Trains were held up in
dozens of places across the
country after the protestors
squaitéd on railroad tracks.
No violence was reported

The All India Central
Council of Trade Unions. an
umbrella body of leftist groups
that organised the protest
said Prime Minister P V

BR to deman

compensation
from CU

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Sept 20:
The Bangladesh Railway
(Eastern Zone) is expected to
submit to Lthe Chittagong
University authoritips tomor-
pw a claim for compensation
for the damage caused to-its
property. allegedly by stu-
dents, during violence on
Saturday,

Talking to this correspon-
dent, the General Manager of
Railway, Eastern Zone, M A
Matin said “We will write to
the CUl authorities tomorrow
about our claim for compensa-
tion against the damage of
railway property.”

Asked about the extent of
damage the GM said "So far we
have made an assessment
which. puts the extent of dam-
age at Taka 20 lakh, except
the damages to locomotives.”

Asked when the train ser-
vice on the Chittagong cily-
university line would resume,
the GM said. the service could
not be resumed before the re-
pair of the damaged systems.

Meanwhile. the university
officials have held a series of
meetings with the Railway au-
thorities demanding immedi-

ate restoration of the shuttle

train service to facilitate the
movement of students to and
from Chittagong University.
Another meeting, scheduled to
be held tomorrow, has been
postponed because the Vice
Chancellor of Chittagong
University is oul of the coun-

“"Nazmul Huda

From Page 1 Col 8
Shamsul Alam Chowdhury, the
v ouncil session was also ad-
dressed by BNP leaders Prol
Abul Kalam Chowdhury, M A
Latif. Mohammad Kamaruddin
and Mohammad Shafiq Miah.

The council elected Mohi-
bur Rahman and M A Malek as
president and' general secre-
tary  respectively of the UK
branch of the BNP.

e

Norwegian Minister of Aid and Development Karil
Wordheim-Larsen (L) receives Bangladeshi author Taslima
[ Nasreen at the minister's: office Monday. Nasreen will

. participate in a symposium on freedom of expression in

Stavanger later this week.

— AFP photo !

Narasimha Rao's economic lib:

eralisation programme hiirts
Lhe wor

Police arrested 14,000
people in the southern state ol

Tamil Nadu for sitting on Lhe
tracks. United News of India
news agency reported. Trains

were delayed by several hours,
it said

About 100 demonstrators
were held in nearby Pon
dicherry. a lederally ad-

ministered union territory. In
capital New Delhi, police ar-
rested manv demonstrators
when they marched into the
raflroad stations to preven
trains Irom moving out. Detatls

were 1ol immediately available.
Most of the trains passing

through the northern stale of
Bihar were held up in coal-
mining towns such as Dhanbad
and Jharia, which have a
strong trade union movement.

The disruption was
widespread in the slate of

West Bengal, which has a
communist government.

Police chased away thou-
sands of demonstrators in
many towns in the southern
state of Kerala. Press Trust of
[ndia reported,

Strike in Pakistan
From Page 1 Col 2

trial city of Lahore. Sharifs
home hase.

“Greneraily the retail traders
are not participating in the
sirike except for those who

are staunch supporters ol

Nawaz Sharif." Fayyazur
Rehman, president of the
Lahore Retail Merchants

Association. told Reuters.

Sharif, trying to whip up
popular agitation against
Bhutto, earlier this month
travelled across the couniry by
train, drawing substantial
crowds.

Stepmother

From Page 1 Col 5

of Hosne Ara, daughter of one
Anwar Hosain, from the ditch
near his house around 10 in
the morning.

Gulshan police say, they be-
lieve Aleya. Hossain's second
wife, killed the baby after a
quarrel with Hossain's first
wife — the mother of the little
girl. H

According to police, Aleya
stole the baby around 4 am and
threw her into the ditch.

PM leaves

From Page | Col 2 :
Anwarul Masud and Director

General (SAARC] at the Minis-
try ol Foreign Affairs Ashiaqur
Rahmian,

The Prime Minister will
have a summit with the Bhu-
tanese King, which will cover
the whole spectrum of bilateral
relations of the two South
Asian countries, and regional

and international issues of
COIMIMON COneerm.
Begum HKhaleda Zia, the

current SAARC Chairperson.
will also discuss with the
Hhutanese monarch, the
seven-nation regional forum's
progress and implementation
of its programmes. '

They are expectied to focus
on expansion of trade and eco-
nomic
Dhaka and Thimpu.

Matters relating to the ex-
ploitation of waler resources
and transit facilities are likely
to figure in the discussion.

Diplomat dies

From Page | Col 7
IETEE.

The son who was wounded
ran back Lo the diplomatic
compound screaming that po-
lice had shot his father and si-
blings.

An Asian diplomat whose
apariment faces the road said
the gunman hailed a minivan
taxi and got into the back.
When the driver and a passen-
der in the front seatl lried to
flee. the gunman shot both al
point-blank range. The pas-
senger appeared (o have died,
said the diplomat, who spoke
on condition of anonymity.

After shooting the two men
in the minivan, the gunman
flecl down the road, pursued by
police carrying automatic ri-
Nes.

cooperation between.

Gano Forum president Dr Kamal Hossain addressing a public meeting at Purana Paltan in

:

— Star photo

Dr Kamal

From Page 1| Col 8

['r Kamal termed the pre-
senl political crisis as the cri
sis ol confidence and observed
that only through friendly dis-
cirssions between the leaders
of the Awami League and the
BNP the crisis could be re
moved .

The Gano Forum chiel sug-
gesied the representatives of
the two parties to fgrmgulate
their agenda so that the dia
logue might start in a week. Dr
Kamal said the Prime Minister
has logically presented her
statement on the issues of pre
sent political crisis. The
Leader of the Opposition
should also be given the oppor:
tunity to place her statement
on these issues through the
government controlled media

Dr Kamal also suggested
formation of an independent
Comuissian as a second gption
to settle the present political
Crisis.

He proposed that if the two
parties failed to sit in discus-
sion in a week an independent
commission should be formed
comprising neutral and re-
spectable personalities with
the consent of the two parties.

Dr Kamal said this inde-
pendent commission will ae-
cumulate the demands and
proposals of the political par-
ties and prepare recommer-
dations for the consideration
of the political authorities to-
wards solution of the political
problems centring the election
sysiemn,

Dr Kamal said the peaple
want to uphold their rights of
franchise. But they cannot ac-
cept the anti-liberation and
the ousted autocratic forces in
the name of political unity to-
wards protecting their rights.

“No noble task is possible
in alliance with the communal
and anti-liberation and the au-
tocratic forces™. he said.
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The Midnight File

Two militants to die in Egypt

ALEXANDRIA (Egypt). Sept 20: An

Egyptian military court

seritenced two Mushim militants to death today for

group which the prosecution said

leading a
Lo oCCupy the ﬂﬁ""‘
of them,

istries of defence. the interior and imformation. One

Ahmed Mohamed Gumma. described himsell as

leader of the

International Jihad Organisation. The other man senienced 10
death, Sharif Mohamed Hassan. is on the run and did not at-
tend the trial in the port city of Alexandria. reperts Reuter

Aid flights to Sarajevo

suspended

SARAJEVO. Sept 20 The UNHCR

its aid flights

to the hesieged Bosnian capital today for the second time in
24 hours after a plane was struck by a round of small arms

fire. officials said here. The French C-130 tr

er was hit

fn the tail shortly after landing here just after midday, said Lt
Colone! Bernard Labarsouque. reports AFP

From Page | Col 4

trepreneurs are also not get

ting loans. he added.

Alter the deregulation of
the banking sector, the gov-
ernment has little scope to
interfere in the matters of the
banks although. he said, efforts
are being made under the
Financial Sector Reform
Project to improve the situa-
tion.

Some improvement has,
however. been made in this
regard. the Finance Minister
said. The deteriorating situa-
tion in the financial sector has
been arrested and awareness

created against the 'default
culture’ ‘
A lormer mavor of the

Chittagong City Corporation
and now Chairman ol the
Janata Bank Mir Mohammad
Nasiruddin, Awami League MP
Abul Hasan Chowdhury. Go-
vernor of Bangladesh Bank
Khorshed Alam. former minis-
ter Dr Fasihuddin Mahtab,
MCCI President Latifur Rah

man, former Governor of Bang-
ladesh Bank S B Chaudhuri,
team leader of the consultants

" of the Financial Sector Reform

Project Forresti E Coeokson,
Division Chief of the South
East Asia and Pacific Depart-
ment of the International Mo-
netary Fund (IMF), Washington
DC Joehn Hicklin, World Bank
Resident Representiative P
Landell Mills, former civil
servant- Dr A M A Rahim,
Senior Financial Analyst of the
WB Zamir Hossain and Chair-
man of the Equity Resources
Limited Anwarul Amin took
part in the dialogue. Execu-
tive Chairman of CPD Rehman
Sobhan was the moderator.
Mir Nasiruddin said the law
departments, of the NCBs are
not strong enough to deal with
the default cases. The courts
also give very little time for the
commercial cases, he alleged.
Nasiruddin, however,
stressed the need for looking
into the backgrounds of the
borrowers before sancfioning

| loans,

Saifur: Legal system

Abul Hasan Chowdhury said
the situation in the banking
secior has improved in per-
ception but not in reality. The
banks have been facing a
nightmaish problem' in the
recovery of loans he said.
adding that the issue of loan
defaulting was not raised in
any meeting of the parliamen-
tary committee for Finance.

He said loans do not be-
come bad overmight. The poor
monitoring system of the
banks is responsible for the
poor performance in loan re-
covery

Doctors' strike

From Page | Col 8§
said
BMA leaders. however. said
that emergency departments
at hospitals, treatments io
critical patients and alternative

owt-doors of the association _

will function during the strike.,

Speaking at the press con-
ference, BMA president Dr. M
A Majed accused the govern-
ment of repressing the doctors
of the country.

The association leaders had
held 25-rounds of talks in 30
months in which the govern-
ment had accepted its Z1-
point recommendation.

The recommendations in-
clude measures to remowve var-
ious problems relating to med-
ical profession and ensure bet-
ter medicare services to the

people.
But the recommendations

could not be implemented be-
cause of the resistance by a
section of bureaucrats in the
administration and apparent

indifference of the Health
Minister, he said.
Even an inter-ministerial

committee to implement some
of the recommendations failed
to come up with any result, Dr,
Majed added.

BMA secretary general Dr.
Gazi Abdul Huq, Dr. Mustaq
Hossain and other senior lead-
ers of the association were
present at the press confer-
ence.
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UCB's 7 4th branch starts functioning from today, 21st

September, 1994 at Alha] Shamsuddin Super Market,
Station Road, Dohazari, an important business centre in

Chittagong, gateway to Bangladesh.

UCB with the largest network among the new private
sector banks meets all modern banking needs of its ever

increasing valued clients.

ued

UNITED COMMERCIAL BANK LTD.

A pace-setter in private sector banking.
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