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on for ages!”

‘ Phone calls

When
unprepared for toul

from the other

spirators in the background.

The receiver drops from vour hand. as you
stand there horrified by the realisation that it
is a hoax. Why didn’t you say anything vicious
apd clever that would cut the idiots down to

size? Damn.

When the phone rings again, you are deter-
mined to say your piece. To play it cool, you
also tecide to let the other person speak first.
No one says a word. "Hello, hello, hello?" your
aunt's bewildered voice breaks the silence.
How embarrassing. As you try to explain the
odd behaviour to your aunt, she is convinced
that you are getting madder by the day.

Perhaps yvou are.

By the next phone call, you are confused as
to your next course of action. To pick it up or
not pick it up? Should you be affable of sus-
picious? When a male caller answers, you slam
the receiver down without waiting for the rest.
Are you getting truly paranoid or was that a
suggestive and sleazy “"Hello?” You are the only
one at home. What Hf someone is watching you,
following vour every mowve? The telephone

' Chre ar]wsrs bverbiearo el

{ the good looking stranger you've had your eye

The girl obviously lives in a fantasy world.
from strangers aren't fun. They
are iraumatic. Besides, the prankster is more
likely to be some desperate toothless weirdo,
instead of Lthe object of your admiration.

the joker first rings. you are quite
play. "Hello.” you answer
it your most amiable voice, but the response
end isn't so intelligible, “"Que
torma. Hargh. Que tomal” You ask them to re-
peat it, but it's all gibberish once again. This
time the incomprehensible seritence is fol-
lowed by peals of laughter from a gang of con-
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bren Trieiad The phoue rings lor the fourth time. You ig-
sornething guite incredible: 71Us really excit- nore it. It rings again. You shudder and ignore
ing to get anonyvimous phone calls. 1t could be it again. The phone rings for the sixth time.

What if it's urgent news? You pick it up and
tell yourself to stop being silly. It's quiet on the
other end. You don’t say anything, but your
sixth sense tells you that the prankster has
struck again. By being silent, you feel psycho-
logically stronger, less naive and you then
calmly replace the receiver on the handset,

When the phone shrills for the millionth
time, vou lose your newfound reserve. "Hello,"
the guileless stranger ventures, "I need to find
my uncle's number. His name is Firoz Khan."
Without asking for more details, you shout,
"How should I know your stupid relative’'s
number. Your joke's gone too far!” and slam
the phone down as immaturely as possible.
That's it. you think, The phone's staying off the
hook. They've won and yvou've lost.

But there's nothing to worry about. You'll
have plenty of opportunities to even the score.
For some reason, pranksters run rampant in
this city. It's not just boys, but girls too get a
kick out of ringing random numbers and then
hanging up. It can be fun, but not if you are at
the other end. Perhaps it is all part of a strange
mating ritual that newcomers have to adjust to.

It's also difficult to detect genuine cases
from hoax calls. In Dhaka, you can easily dial
the right number and keep getting the wrong
house. It's not much fun when the girl or boy's
father mistakes you for a prankster and starts
telling you off. ’

But it's worse when you shout at an inno-
cent caller. The man you screamed at had a
good reason to ask for his uncle’'s number —
his relative used to live in your house before.
You really can't win after all. Wrong numbers, -
cross-connections, prank calls — all have a
share in making your life in this city what it is
like

suddenly takes ort a sinister new dimension.

North Korean

envoy meets
Jahan Ara

North Korean Ambassador
to Bangladesh Chang Won Sik
called on State Minister for
Cultural Affairs Prof Jahan Ara
Begum at her office in the
city, reports UNB.

They discussed bilateral is-
sues, particularly for enhanc-
ing cooperation in the field of
cultural affairs.

The DPRK Ambassador on

half of his government in-
vited a cultural troupe to join
the Spring Festival to be held
at Pyongyong in April next.

Jahan Ara Begum assured
the Ambassador to actively
consider the invitation

Cultural Secretary Mokh-
lesur Rahman was pfesent on

Food minister says

Stock of foodgrains
sufficient for 6 months

Food Minisier Mir Shawkat ernment had sufficient stock
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British High Commissioner Peter J Fowler (2nd from left) and Maj

G

or General 1Rtd) Nurul

Haque (extreme right) signing an agreement to provide Tk 4 crore British aid to CRP
yesterday at Savar. Also seen in the picture;: Tariqul Islam, Minister for Post and
Telecommunications (extreme left) and Valerie Taylor, CRP coordinator (2nd from right).

CRP to get Taka 4 cr
British assistance

Britain will provide a grant
of Tk four crore (0.68 million
pounds sterling) to the Centre
for Rehabilitation of the
Paralysed [CRP) in Bangladesh,
reports UNB.

British High Commissioner
to Bangladesh Peter J Fowler
and CRP coordinator Ms
Valerie Taylor exchanged let-
ters to this effect al a simple
ceremony at CRP office at
Savar yesterday.

The amount will be used in
improving the quality of life for
paralysed people in
Bangladesh.

Present at the ceremony
were Post and Telecommu-
nications Minister Tariqul
Islam, local MP Niamatullah
Sabu, Vice Chancellor of
Jahangirnagar University Prof
Amirul Islam Chowdhury,
Director General of NGO
Affairs Bureau M A Mannan and
representatives of other domor
agencies,

CRP provides specialist
nursing care for paralysed
people. and follow-up to help
rehabilitate former patients
who have returned to their
communities.

Its work is co-funded by

Britain's Overseas
Development Administration
(ODA), NORAD, and private
donors in the UK, Australia
and elsewhere,

The ODA component will
help finance construction of
new permanent buildings and
improved facilities at Savar and
Mirpur.

Britain also has provided a
grant of Tk 15 lakh (25,000
pounds ) to the International
Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies
(IFRCRCS) to assist the repa-
triation of tribal refugees from

the Indian state of Tripura to
Bangladesh.

The grant was made
through the British Red Cross
which had itself provided a
grant of 20,000 pounds {o the
IFRCRCS.

Over the past 14 years some

10.240 Bangladeshi families"

have sought refugee in Tripura,
India.

IFRCRCS alongwith the gow
ernment is assisting the repa-
triation and rehabilitation pro-
cess by providing money,
building materials and food to
the returnees.

Ali yesterday made surprise
visits to a number of rice and
wheat selling centres under
Open Market Sale (OMS) at
Adamjinagar under
Narayanganj district and at
Jatrabari under Dhaka city to
see for himsell the state of
supply and sales, reporis BSS.
He also operied several sale
centres at Adamjee Jute Mills
area to enable vast number of
mill workers to purchase rice
and wheat at retail price.
Addressing the workers at
two sale centres at Adamjee
Jute Mills premises. the min-
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ol [oodgrains at different
godowns to meet the next six
months' demand. Under the
far-sighted direction of Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia.
food situation in the country is
now normal, he added.
to the purpose of
sale centres of rice
and wheat under OMS, Mir
Shawkat said that some vested
quarters had started hoarding
foodgrains specially rice and
wheat, on the plea of drought
in the north, thereby creating
an artificial crisis and price
hike of foodgrains. The gov-
ernment was fully aware of the
ill matives of these dishonest
traders and therefore, started
selling rice and wheat under

OMS to ensure adequate sup-
ply and price stability in the
market, he gdded. The minis-
ter also said more such cen-
tres would be opened, when
and where needed.

He called upon the workers
to sustain the flow of produc-
tion in the mills and resist the
growing trend of hartals and
blockades of the tion

who were out to jeopardise the
development tempo now pre-
vailing in the country.

Iranian envoy

Iran in Bangladesh called on
Housing and Public Works

Minister Islam Mia at
the latter's in the city.
reports BSS.

They discussed matiers of
nuitual interests.

BTV

Wednesday

430 Opening session

4:40 Geeta recitation

4:45 Sports programme

510 News in Bangla

525 Children's programme
Amnra Natun

6:00 Programme by tribal
artistcs:

7:00 Open Untiversity

725 Tagore songs

8-00 News in Hangla

8:30 Dance programme: Nritter
Tale Tale

8-:00 Filni show Egualizer

10°:00 News in English

10:30 Magazine on Population:
Pretyashar Ado

11'30 Khabar /The News

i1 40 Tomorrow's programme
SALTUTRAIY

1145 Close down

Warkshop on
adn.inistrative
refcrms

A workshop on “"Adminjs-
trative Reforms in Bangladesh”
was held in the city vesterday
under the auspices of the
Centre for Analysis and Choice,
reports BSS.

The workshop, divided into
two sessions, was attended by
a number of ParHament mem-
bers from both the benches.

Inaugurating the workshop,
Communications Minister Oli
Ahmad said. administrative
reforms were a requirement to
update the process of adminis-
tration to render the best to
service-seekers. He said organ-
ising the workshop was timely
step to assimilate the thoughts
and ideas of the experts in the
field of public administration
to arrive at a common goal
beneficial to the nation as a
whole.

Theé minister, who is also
the chairman of the ministerial
committee on administrative
reforms, said the well-
thoughtout recommendations
of the workshop, when submit-
ted to the g t. would
get due consideration.

Dr Abdur Rob Khan. re-
search director of Bangladesh
Institute of International and
Strategic Stuti~a [BIISS) pre-

sented the key-note papet
while Dr Muzaffar Ahmed. pro-
fessor of Institute of Business
Administration, was the mod-
eérator.

Resident representative of
UNDP in Bangladesh, Eim|
Watanabe, also addressed the
inangural session.

Int'l Day of
Peace observed

The International Day of
Peace was observed in the
country as elsewhere in the
world yesterday emphasising
the role of the United Nations
in ensuring peace and securily.
reports LUNB.

In observance of the day the
United Nations Association of
Bangladesh (UNAB] held a
seminar in the evening at the
auditorium of the United
Nations Information Centre
[UNIC).

Director General (UN) of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Dr Afsarul Qader' was the
keynote speaker while As-
sistant Resident Represen-
tative of UNDP Christine
Spoeral attended the seminar
as guest speaker.

Prof Salahuddin Ahmed.
Amirul Islam Bar at Law,
Secretary, Bangladesh Institute
of Law and International
Affairs, Dr Iftekharuzzaman.
Director of Bangladesh Ins-
titute of International and
Strategic Studies (BIISS) and
Syed Ahmad Hossain, Secre-
tary General of the UNAB took
part in the discussion.

78 arrested
In citx
Police rounded up 78 peo-
ple rom different parts ol the

ity on various charges in Lhe

lasi 24 hours. reports |'NB,
The arrested. including

three held under rthe Arms
Act, one under the Anti-
Terrorism Act, 17 under the
Narcotics Control Acl, one ac-
cused of robbery and two of
stealing. were produced before
the coun

Light to mederate rain or thundershower is likely at many

places over C

Dhaka division

. Barisal divisions. at a few places over
at one or two places over Rajshahi, Khulna

divisions during the next 24 hours till 6 pm today. reports
UUNB

Tin: Met office says day temperature may rise by one to

two
and may remain unc

degree Celsius over Dhaka, Rajshahi and Khulna divisions
elsewhere across the country.

In its outlook for the next two days the Met office predicts

little change.

The country's highest temperature 35.2 degree Celsius
was recorded at Jessore and the lowest 23.4 degrees at

Bogra.

The sun sets today at 5:56 pn and rises tomorrow at 5.47

am.

Maximum and minimum temperatures, humidity and
rainfall recordéd in some major cities and towns yestercay

are given below:
City /Town Temperature
in Celsjus
Max Min
Dhaka 34.0 26.2
Mymensingh 32.0 25.3
Faridpur 33.0 24.5
Chittagong 29.0 24 .8
Rajshahi 31.0 24 .8
Rangpur 30.0 24.2
Dinajpur 28.0 24.2
Khulna 33.6 27.0
Barisal 32 .6 27.0
Sylhet 31.0 24 .5
Comilia 30.5 24 .8
Cox's Bazar 31.0 24.5

Humidity in Rainfall in mm
percentage (last 36 hrs)

Morning Evening
H4 82 06
95 He 54
91 74 25
98 89 52
70 L 12
93 92 50
83 95 11
91 79 ndl
a3 4 nil
92 ala] 31
t Ly 92 29
B5 R4 14

— Star photo
Barisal Sadar
thana team

meets Biswas

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas has called on the peo-
ple of all strata to help imple-
ment uplift programmes in the
rural areas for speedy devel-
opment of the country, reports
UNB.

He said the country's overall
development largely depends
on the participation of all sec-
tions of the people in the uplift
pProcess.

President Biswas was ad-
dressing a group of political
leaders, lawyers, social work-
ers, teachers and youths of
Barisal Sadar thana who met
him at Bangabhaban yesterday.

President Biswas said that
the present government has
been implementing the uplift

1 programmes in the communi-

cations, health and education
sectors. He said despite the
limited resources, the nation
is gradually marching ahead
towards progress and all have
to ensure their participation in
this process.

Referring to the develop-
ment activities now going on
in the southern districts, the
President said that the gov-
ernment made allocation for
building educational institu-
tions, rural health centres,
pucca roads and bridges.

He urged them to set up
more educational institutions
through local initiatives to in-
crease the rate of Htcrac;r and
extend their all-out support to
the mass literacy programme
launched by the government.

BFA expresses
anxiety

The Bangladesh Fertilizer
Association (BFA) in its meet-
ing in the city yesterday ex-

pressed deep anxiety about’

shortage of urea in the domes-
tic market due to heavy diver-
sification to export in this
peak season, reports BSS.

The association noted that
export was not allowed in the

month of September in previ-

ous years and urged the gov-

ernment to immediately sus-
pend export in the interest of
the farmers.

Commemorative
stamp on Nawab

Faizunnesa
Bangladesh Post Office will

issue a commemorative po-
stage stamp of Taka 2.00
denomination to mark the
death anniversary of Nawab
Faizunnesa Chowdhury on
September 23, UNB.

A First-Day Cover valued
Taka 5.00 will also be issued
and a special cancellor will be
used.

The stamp and the first-day
cover will be sold from all head
post offices including four
GPOs from September 23 —
the commemorative stamp will
subsequently be sold from all
post offices including the extra
depaftmental ones.

The counter' of the con-

c:mu’ st offices will remain
open nl‘;;:a 10:00 am to 01:00
pm on Seplember 23. despite
« vkly holiday.
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Biswas, Khaleda
greet President,
PM of Malta

President Abdur Rahrnan
Biswas yesterday greeterd Dr

of the Republic of Malta, on
the occasion of its National Day

today, reports BSS.

In his message, Bis'was cor -
veyed his best wishes; for pe-
sonal health and happing- ; of
President Bonnich aad contin-
ued progress and prosperity of
the friendly people »f Malta.

In another message, Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
yesterday felicitated Dr Eddie
Fenech Adami, Prime Minister
of the Republic of Malta. on

. the same occasion,

Begum Khaleda Zia hoped
that the existing relations be-
tween "our two countries will
be Yurther developed in the
years to come.” .

She also conveyed her best
wishes for Adami's good
health. long life and happiness
and for the continued peace.

. progress and prosperity of the

friendly people of Malta.

Ugo Mifsud Bonnich, President

Makinda visits
- UCEP school

The President of the
Executive Board of UNICEF
and Minister for Community
Development. Women Affairs
and Children of Tanzania, Anne
S Makinda paid a visit to the
Underprivileged Children's
Educational Programmes
(UCEP) Technical School for
Children at Mirpur and the
UCEP General School at Rayer
Bazar on Monday, reports BSS,

Makinda expressed keen
interest in the activities of
UCEP and was very impressed
with the performance of the
children and the services be-
ing rendered by UCEP:

Earlier there was a briefing
session at the UCEP head of-
lice in Mirpur where she was
given a Dbrief description of
UCEP and its activities.
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Diabetic Association of Bangladesh
[brahim Memorial Diabetes Centre
122, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue. Dhaka-1000.

Wanted for Rent

A spacious building to house our Sub Centre-at |
Mirpur Area, preferably on the main road having roughly |
14,000 sq.ft. with space provisions for lift & parking |
facilities. Please send offers to the Director (Projects).

Secretary General |

PR T

ATTN : BUYING HOUSE &
GARMENT FACTORIES

WE PRODUCE EXPORT QUALITY
WOVEN LABELS ON ‘VAUPEL’
COMPUTERISED MACHINES

FROM GERMANY.

Q & R AREZ (PVT) LTD.
TEL : 887622 '
FAX : 880-2-883322 ATN: Q&R

\V

MADE IN L.SA
CARE & CONTENTS OVER

e e — e e

House To Let
Three storied house in Gulshan. 4500 Sft |
each floor (3 bed/bath + 2 large rooms/ |
veranda). Suitable for residence or office. |
Interested to lease to embassies, NGOs or |

multinationals. Please contact for further |
details. Phone: 601052 Fax: 883543

S-488 |

-

FOREIGN

HOUSE WANTE
COMPANY URGENTLY
SEEKS HOUSE FOR RENT.3 TO 4
BEDROOMS AND LARGE GARDEN
ALL OF HIGH STANDARD. GOOD
RENT PAID FOR CONTRACT OF
ABOUT 3 YEARS. FOR SERIOUS

PROPOSITIONS PLEASE REPLY
IMMEDIATELY TO

G.P.O. BOX NO. 3184
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