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NEWS BRIEFS

MCB opens branch
in city today

By Staff Correspondent
Pakistan's largest private
sector bank — Muslim Cu

mmercial Bank Ltd — will open
its first branch in Bangladesh
today. Governor ol Bangladesh
Bank Khorshed Alam will inau

gurate the branch at 4
Dilkusha Commercial Area in
the city. Chatrman ol the bank,

Supplement pages 6, 7

Mia Mohammad Manslia,
President and Chief Executive
Hosain Lawail and a number ol
directors will also be present
on the occasion, says a press
release of the bank. The Mus
Ilm Cemmercial Bank (MCB)
operated in Dhaka since 1948
til the birth of Bangladesh.
The MCB has now 1300 bran-
ches in Pakistan with repre-
senlative offices in Beijing and
London. including a branch in

Bangladesh hails
US-Haiti accord
Bangladesh yesterday wel

comed the peace agreement
between Haitl's military rulers
and the United States to re-
store the democratic govern-
menl in the Caribbean island.
The government, in a handout.
hoped that in accordance with
the UN Security Council reso-
lutions and the Governors
island agreement on Haiti, the
restgration ol democracy and
the peaceful return of t -
gitimately elected President,
Jean Bertrand Aristide would
be atcomplished, reports UNB

Bangladeshi jailed for
murder in Japan
TOKYO. Sept 20- A 30 year

old Bangladeshi man received

a 10-year prison sentence (o

day for murdering his cousin

carller this year in eastern

Japan. The Urawa district

fire five davs afier the murder
in an attempt o conceal his
crime, Lthe cournt said. reports
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PM leaves for
Bhutan today

Prune Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia leaves this morn-
ing on a \wo-day official visit to
Bhutan at the invitation of King
Jigme Singey Wangchuk, re-
ports UNB.

A roval reception will be ac-
taorded to the Bangladesh
Prime Minister when she ar-
rives al the Paro airport in
Thimpu.

The King and Queen of the
Lotiny. Himalayvan Kingdom will
E,'.I'f‘tl the Bangladesh leader at
the airport Her arrival will be
he:ra}dad by a 19-gun salute.

After inspecting a guard of
honour at the airport, she will
drive in a ceremonial motor-
cade to the Ugyen Pelri Palace.

Her 35-member entourage
will include Foreign Minister A
S M Mostafizur Rahman.
Principal Secretary to the PM
A N M Yusul, Sirajul Islam. MP.
Shahin Ara Haque, MP. Addi-
tional Foreign Secretary Kazi

See Page 12 Col 5

7 ministers told

to supervise
drought relief |

Seven ministers have been
given special duty to supervise
relief activities and agricultural
rehabilitation programmes in
eight drought-hit northern
districts of the country, re-
ports UNB.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia directed the min-
isters to operate special pro-
grammes to assuage the woes
of the affected people and re-
coup crop losses after her
whirlwind tour of the untimely
drought affected districts og
September 15.

Labour and Manpower
Minister Abdul Mannamn
Bhuiyan will supervise the spe-
cial programimes in Panchagar
and Thakurgaon districts,
{ State Minjister for Social
Weltare Fazlur Rahman in
Dinajpur, State Minister for
Planning Dr Abdul Moyeen
Khan in Nilphamari, Housing
and Public Works Minister
Barrister Rafigqul Islam Mia in
Rangpur, Deputy Minister for
Local Gevernment Abdul Hye
i Kurigram, State Minister for
Waler Resources Mosharrafl
Hossain Shahjahan in Lal-
maonirbal and State Minister
tor Environment and Forest

Sce Page 12 Col 2

BANGKOK. Sept 200 Myan-

mar's military rulers met
opposition leader Aung San
Suu Kyl todav in her first high

level encounter with the ruling
punta sinee she was placed un-
der house arrest five years ago,
reports Reuter.

Myanmar state television
showed pictures of Suu Kyi
the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize
winner, meeting junta leader
General Than "ihw and mili
tary imtelligence chiel Lieute-
namt -General Khin Nyunt at an

army guest house in Yangon
Suu Kyi. daughter of

Myanmar's independence hero
Ceneral Aung San and leader of
the opposition National League
for Democracy. has been under
house arrest in Yangon since
July 1988

in talks earlier Lhis year
with US Congressman Bill

Hasina dismisses PM's

claim of development

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chiefl and
Leader ol 1the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina ves-
terday criticised the govern-
mernit policies in various fields
and said. "All of us think that
things have not gone quite the
way the nation expected under
a democratic set-up.’

Speaking as guest speaker
at the monthly meetng of the
American- Bangladesh
Economic Forum. Sheikh
Hasina gave an overview of the
econormic situation in the
country and outlined her
pariy s programmes.

Hasina mentioned that "lack
of investment, rising unem-
ployment, widespread corrup-
tion and extortion by armed
thugs have shattered Lthe econ-
omy.

‘"The Prime Minister may

deilnde: herself about a so-
called 'wave of development
sweeping across the country.
But it is a myth,~ Hasina
claimed.

The Awami lLeague leader
read out an eightl-page paper
on ‘Achieving Rapid Economic
Development for Bangladesh'.
She lambasted the government

for, what she said l?t:s inabiax

aud perhapd u
solve the problems. as well as
fallure to implement economic

reforms and arrest rising law-
lessness.”
She asked: "Is it not obvious

today that no industry or busi-
ness establishment, except
those belonging to the BNP
members, is safe unless it pays
a toll to the armmed elements?”

This has been eroding the

See Page 12 Col 3

LCentre for

Legal system must be

streamlined: Saifur

By Staff Correspondent

Finance Minister M Sailur
Rahman yesterday said a dra-
matic improvement could be
made in all sectors of the
country if the legal system was
streamlined

Terming the country's
system as respousible for the
deteriorating situation in all
flelds. Including the financial
sector, he said the legal sys-
tem is not at all supporting the
government eflorts in the re-
covery of loans of the commer-
cial banks.

The Fimnance Minister was
addressing a Dialogue on 'Po-
licy Reforms in the Finmancial
Sectior” organised by the
Policy Dialogue
(CPD) at Hotel Sonargaaon.

He said. the loan recovery
problem is the single largest
problem of the private and na-
tionalised commercial banks.
Efforts are underway te im-
prove the situation by under-
taking reform measures in the
financial sector. he said.

But since the cases filed
with the financial loan courts
are not being digposed of in
time, it is not possible te take
the defaulters to task., the

Junta leaders meet Suu Kyi

Aung San Buu Ky
Richardson. she sald she was
always ready to meet leaders of
the junta that seized power in
1988 after killing hundreds of
pro-democracy protesters

Myanmar Television, which
said the talks were cordial but

Finance Minister said, adding
that the problem of the courts
s now worse than {t was 20
yEeRars ago.

The number of courts as
well as the judges is not suffi-
cient to deal with a huge num-
ber of cases, he maintained.

Saifur Rahman, however,
refuted an allegation made in
the course of the dialogue
about alleged political influ
ence in the sangtion and dis-
bursement of loans by the na
tionalised commercial banks

Il this happened, he said
the condition of the private
banks would have been better
than that of the NCBs. But the
realily is that the situation in
the private banks is worse (than
in the nationalised banks.
Saifur said and added that
disbursememt of loans to rela
tives of the banks' directors is
rampant in most of theose
hanlks.

He regretted that cases
were being fled against the
small borrowers, bul not
against Lhose defaulters who
had taken h sums of momey
as loans. nuine ‘en

See Page 12 Col 7

gave no detalls. showed pic-
tures of the theee sitting
around a Bower-decked {able
and smiling,

Suu Hyl. 48, was dreased in
traditional flowing Myanmar
dress and looked heaithy and
relaxed.

Members of the State Law
and Order Restoration Council
(SLORC), the ruling junta, have
said in the past that Suu Kyl
would be released on condition
she to leave Myanmar

Suu Kyi, who is married to
British academic Michael Arms
and has two children. has
ruled out leaving her country
voluntarily but said she was
ready to discuss anything else,

Despite her detention, her
National League for Democracy
won a landslide victory in a
general election in 1990 that
was ignored by the SLORC

Docl;ors begin
strike today

By Staff Correspondent

Doctors belonging (o the
Bangladesh Medical Associa-
tion (BMA] begin an indeflinite
strike today to press home
their demands for hetter
health services and ending the
government's ‘repressive mea-
sures” against them.

The strike call was given at
a press conference organised
by the BMA in Dhaka yesierday.

Some 9,000 members of

BMA are ;u:iﬁ on_campaign
g‘ﬁl demanding removal D?ﬁ-:e
Health Sccr:tar}f cancellation
of vigilance team. making ef-
fective the health service
committee headed by the MPs
and withdrawal of suspension
order against doctors at Tongi
and Gazipur hospitals.

The strike will be observed

in all government hospitals.
health complexes and other
health offices, [IMA official

See Pape 12 Col S

Eggs for DMCH

patients looted
By Staff Correspondent

Extortionists looted eggs
from a supplier of the Dhaka
Medical Copllege Hospital
[DMCH]) as they were refused
tolls yesterday

The looters snatched all
1400 eggs bought for the

DMCH patients.

The egg supplier Mansocor
alleged that some local bullies,
who used (o demand monhey
from him. had looted the eggs

Witnesses said sonwe extor-
Honists carrving knives waylaid
a rickshaw vian carfrving the
two baskets [ull ol epps and
lvoted them near the gate of
the DMCH around 10 in the
morning,

S drown as boat

sinks in Meghna

From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA. Sept 20
Five persons including three
members of a family, drowned

when an engine boat capsiszed
in the river Meghna near

Ashuganj ghat today.
According to witnesses. the

boat. coming from Ratannagar
village under Nathinnagar
thana of the district. was over-
loaded. The wvictims are
identified as Jhunurunnesa

(75), Sayeda (12) and Abeda
(7). members of the same
family. Sultan Mia (1) and

Meherunness (65)
lhe other passengers were
rescued by local people

Stepmother held
for infanticide
By Staff Correspondent
A 17-momth-old girl was

reporied by killed by her

stepmother in the city vester-
day. The stepmother did away
with the child by throwing her
in to a ditch M the city's

Khilbarir Tek area under

Gulshan pglice station,

Police arrested the woman.
Aleya, dnd her alleged accom
piee. one Motiur Rahman.
who are expectied to be pro-
before the Chief Met
Ppolitan Magistrate ,[CMM)
l.lﬂ?

Police recovered the body

See Page 12 Col 5
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US troops to stay in
Haiti for months

WASHINGTON, Septl 20:
The 1iS military occupation of
Haiti. which entered ils lirst
full clay Tuesday, "will be mea-
~ured in months and not in
weeks."
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Gen
John Shalikashvili, reports AP,

President Clinton won
plaudits from Republicans and
Democrats — and a boost in his
poll ratings — for avoiding an
outright invasion of Haiti with

a last-minute peaceful settle-

ment.

But before the glow of suc-
cess had worn off Monday,
lawmakers of both parti€s al-
ready were voicing worries
about this new commitment of
US forces in Haiti.

And former President
Jimmy Carter, who helped ne-
gotiate the agreement that
averted a US attack, sharply
criticised the Clinton adminis-
tration's handling of Haiti.

Carter said he had made a
‘very emotional speech” to
Haiti's military leaders to win
ihe agreement for them to
step down.

"One of the things was that
| was ashamed of my country's
policy.” the former president
said on his return to Atlanta
Monday night.

said the chairman of

Shalikashvili. appearing on
ABC, said Tuesday that he ex-
pected Cedras and the other
leaders to continue to work
with the US military.

“It's not a matter of trust.
We need to be dealing from
strength,” he said. "We need to
understand what kind of per-
son he is. but I think right now
our efforts are best served if
we cooperate logether.”

Even with cooperation,

Students protest
US intervention
in Haiti
By Staff Correspondent

A group of students of
Dhaka University vesterdav
burnt a US flag protesting
"American aggression in Haiti"
and denounced the Bangladesh
government for sending troops
to the Caribbean island state.

At the call of the
Samrajyabad Birodhi Chhatra-
Gano Samabesh some students
at noon Tuesday brought out a
protest procession .from the
Dhaka University campus. The
procession ended at the  Jatiya
Press Club,

See Page 12 Col 3

Shalikashvili predicted "you
will see reduction {in traops)
over Lime, but the overall pe-
riod will be measured in
months and not in weeks."

He added that. "1 think ev-
eryone from the Unjted
Nations mission in Haiti will

leave no laler than February or
March of 1996

5en Sam Nunn. the Senate
Armed Services Committee
chairman who helped broker
the deal that averted a US in-
vasion. said Tuesday that "We
should not in any way underes-
Limate the difficulties we still
face there

Building democracy in a
country that has not had
democracy is not a short-term
proposition.” Nunn said on
NEC:

On. Monday, the House
voted 353 45 for a resolution
calling for the orderly with-
drawal of all American forces
"as 50011 as possible.”

With this resolution we are

not endorsing President
Clinton's Haiti policy,” said
Rep Dave McCurdy, T opposed

an invasion of Haiti and am
equally concerned about the
dongers of a long-term oecu
pation.
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Dozens of Haitians sitting on a boat moored in the Port-au-Prince harbour wave to a US

| helicopter as it approaches the docks in order to land US troops Monday

_ AFP photo

Partial response to

Sharif's strike call

KARACHI (Pakistan), Sept
20: A general strike called hy
Pakistani opposition leader
Nawaz Sharif closed many
shops and markets today but
failed to bring the country to a
standstill, reports Reuter.

Witnesses said transport,
industry, ports, airports,
schools and government of-
fices continued te function
more or less normally in the
cities of Lahore, Rawalpindi
and the capital. Islamabad.

Traffic was thinner than
usual and attendance at work-
places and schools was down
in violence-prone Karachi,
where people burned tyres to
block roads in some parts of
Lhe southern port city.

Sniper fire wounded a man
in the Landhi industrial area.

Many large markets were
completely or partly closed
and some shopkeepers shut to
support the strike or because
they feared violence. Food
shops stayed open.

Sharif, leader of the main
opposition Pakistan Muslim
League (PML), called the stop-
page as the latest tactic in his
drive to bring dewn Prime
Hilum‘.rr Benazir Hhul.tnl gov-

ernment. which came 1o
power after a general election
in October 1993.

The government has
promised not to disrupt the
strike but will crack down on
any attempt at coercion. Riot
police, some in flak jackets,
were out in force on the
sireets.

PML .leaders complained of
police harassment and scatl-
tered attacks on pro-Sharif
demonstrators.

Ejaz Jatoi, PML leader in
Sind province, said police
wounded five people when
they baton-charged a opposi
tion procession in the town of
Mehr in central Sind. More
than 80 PML officials and sup-
porters had been arresied in
night raids on their homes, he
said.

Jatoi said the authorities
had cut the t e lines of
a dozen party leaders in Sind
and had sent many police to
prevent the strike being ob-
served in Bhutto's heme town
of Larkana.

Apart from some shuttered
shops and markets, i was
mm as usual in the indus-

Ser Page 12 Col 5

Iranian diplomat dies
in Beijing shooting

BEIJING, Sept 20: Eight
people. Including an lranian
diptomat and his son, were
killed when a man fired a rifle
at vehicles and pedestrians on
one of Beljing's main streets
early Tuesday, an official re-
port sald, according to AP.

Dosens of people were in-
jured when the man ran down
the middie of the road shoot-
ing intermittently. witnesses
s

The motive for the shoot-
ing was not |Immediately
known and police killed the
gunman at the scene, the offi-
cial Xinhua News Agency said.

One witness described the
gunman as a member of the
PLA. the paramilitary armed

l loree. who had an argument

with a superior

The shooting was very
unusual for Beijing. where au-
thorities have imposed tight
security ahead of October |
National Day celebrations.

Officials at the Iranian
Embassy said an attache there
Yousef Mohammadi Pishknari.
andd one of his sons were shol
to death. Another of
Mohammadi's sons was shot in
the leg. The Xinhua report said
two of Mohammadi's daugh-
ters, who earfier had been re-
had been

There was no Iﬁdiﬁlﬁnn
that Mohammadi, who was
driving his children to school
and may have been caught in
the cross fire with police, had
been singled out in the shoot-

See Page 12Col 8§

Hasina wants
caretaker govt
to rig polls: Huda

Information Minister Naz-
mul Huda has said that op-
position leader Sheikh Hasina
wants a caretaker government
as 'there is ample scope of
rigging in election' under such
a weak administration. reports
IUNB

He was speaking as chief
guest at the council session of
LUK branch BNP at the Hotel
Britannia International in
London on Sunday. according
to a message received in Dhaka
yvesterday

Huda said the Awami League
was Lrying t¢ come to power by
any means belore 1996 to re
new the 25 vear slavery pact
with India as the pact. which
expires in 1996, would not be
renewed if the BNP remained
in power.

The Information Minister
said the Awami League calls
hartal to hinder the develop-
ment efforts of the govern:
ment as it does not want eco-
nomic emancipation of 12
vrore people of Bangladesh

"It [AL) wants to make the

country a market of Indian
goods. " he alleged
Presided over by Joint
k Convenor ol UK branch BNP
Soe e 12 Col 4

No alternative to
cralogue, says
Kamal

Coatton Powinm chied Dr Kamal
Hn-nu.lm vesterday said there ia
no alternative to dialogue be-
tween the two major political
parties to build up a strong
election structure fo ensure
free and fair polis ip the coun
iry, reports BSS

Addressing a public rally at
Purana Paltan crossing in the
cily. Dr Kamal said effective
slection laws need to be en-
acted and the Election
Commission should be
strengthened to remove the
obstacles towards dﬁmw a
smooth and fair election pro-
cess in the country. “If re-
quired. necessary changes in
the Constitution might be
brought aboul toe in this re-

' gard,” he said.
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