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A foreign referee
did the magic.
Like the fabled
pied . Ishak
| a FIFA re-
feree from Malay
sia. made the booters of the
country's traditional superpo-
wers — Mohammedan Sporting
Club and Abahani Krira Chakra
— play to his tune at the Dhaka
Stadium on September.

So surprisingly sober was
the behavieur of the booters
and consequently. their ad-
mirers that for a while the
outcome, the standings paled
into insignificance.

It was altogether a different
scenario with players gamely
accepting each and every de-
cision made by the Malaysian —
a vellow card or even the
dreaded red card ruling went
undisputed.

For the saner section of the
crowd, it was an eagerly-
awaited change, and for the lo-
cal referees, it must have
seemed to be a hypothetical
proposition.

Apart from the traditional
spicy flavour it contains. the
clash of the local titans has al-
ways been highlighted by un-
desirable but inevitable inci-
dents — the referee being
manhandled by aggrieved
camp. It is, therefore, hardly
surprising that the referee se-
lected to supervise one of
these high-voltage encounter

By Al Amin

the very Deginning and his grip
on the game never slackened.
The result — hardly any dis
turbing incident in the whaole
of the 90 minutes.

The introduction of foreign -

referees in the Star Premier
Division league looked
inevitable with almost each
and every club rallying 'from
the very onset against poor and
biased ruling by the local men
in black. Although organisers,
the Dhaka Metropolis Football
Assoctation (DMFA) had a plan
to arrange for foreigners to
conduct the mmatches, their
plan took a long while to re-
alise. Late it may have been,
the point to ponder here is
that they did it. It's better late
than never.

The DMFA scheme paid off
readily, the biggiles, often the
ones making life miserable for
the men in the middle,
overnight sobered and mus-
tered commendable self-con-
trol. The credit should go to
Ismail bin Yacob and his three
compatriots.

The Malaysian quartet im-
pressed on its Star Premier
debut and touched the hearts
of scores of soccer fans and
observers when they refused to
take match money from the
organisers. :

The Malaysian Referees’
Association (MRA), formed a
few vears back. has been a suc-
cess slory ever since its incep-

widely known as Cooper test,
twice a year. Only those who
qualify earn the right to con-
duct matches at the national

Ir_%ntﬁu the activities of the
association and its impact on
Malaysian te this reporter,
Ishaq. a traffic control officer
by profession, said, "Three
years ago. in a league match
the referee was manhandled by
player. The culprit. a national

foolballer, was suspended for
Lhree years.

What about external influ
ence? Negative was the soft-
spoken Malaysian's answer.
However, he said, "For tep
level soccer. a match commis-
sioner is necessary to averl
untoward incident.”

"To be a referee, you
must constantly be within 10

to 15 feet of the ball.” said
Ishak. emphasgising once again
on supreme physical fitness.
"Besides, every referee should
be conversant with the latest
development regarding the
game's rules and regulations.”
Assessing his local counter-
parts Ishak admitted there
definitely is space for Im-
provement but suggested they
should be given enough lever-
age to perform their duties,
Theoretically a sound
proposition but in this coun-
try's context. one may feel, al-
maost , if not totally. impracti-
cal. As long as the typical
Bengalee attitude of adoring
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Wrishnan Dorishwami — who recently came to Dhaka 1o conduct some of the Senior Division
football 1eague matches, as a sequel to authorities decision to-introduce neutral, foreign

referees following persistent criticism against a

whastlers.

regards his assignment
mere than a punishment.
However. the September 5
tie somehow seemed destined
to be different. Ishak. the 52-
year-old veteran. had things
totally under his control from

no

tion. The association holds
monthly meetings to famniliar-
ize its members with latest in-
novations in refereeing. The
MRA members, assembled
from 13 different states. have
to go through litness tlests,

lleged incompetent supervision by the local

— Star photo

-anythmg from abroad and con-

demning the local ones pre-
vail. the help from the likes of

Isliik will be sought after
without giving country's refer-

ees a chance to prove their
worth. =
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Beresiord header to prevent

i

chastle's lead widens

for Fox's corner right on half-

Muktijoddha,

Sports Reporter

The touring Muktijoddha
Sangsad Krira Chakra had thei
doom announced when Yemen
beat India 2-0 in the lasl
Group B match of the Qatar
Inde Cup Invitational
football tournament at the
Khalff International Stadium in
Doha on Sunday.

Muktijoddha, who lost to
neighbours India 2-4 in the
first match before recording a
solitary goal victory over
Yemen, would have gone
through to the final had India
won or at least forced a draw

With three teams tied on
two p#ints from as many en-
gagements. the two semifinal
slots were decided on betler
goal difference.

The team is likely to come
bk home today.

AB Bank TT

Brothers Union, Armanitola
Juniors and Wari Juniors regis-
tered straight sets wins in the
AB Bank Metropolis table ten-
nis league at the Dhanmondi
wooden -floor gymnasium yes-
terday, reports UNB.

Brothers Union beat Com-
bined Sporting, Armanitola
Juniors defeated Swamibagh
Boys and Warl Juniors outplay-
ed Ajax SC in their opening
matches in the afternoon.

Swamibagh TTS started
their league campaign receiv-
ing a walkover against Lalmatia
Club, also in the afternoon.

Tuesday's matches : Bangla-

Sadharan Bima KS camv
[rom behind to register a 3-1
win over promotees Muslim
Institute in one of the two Star
iFirst Division football league
inatches billed for the Dhaka
Stadium yesterday.

With this crucial victory
sadharan Bima moved into the
third position, collecting 14
points from 11 matches while
Muslim Institute remained
well inside the relegation zone
with four points from 11,

In the day's first match,
Muslim Institute took the lead
i the very fifth minute when
Rezaul Karim placed the ball
past a diving Bima custodian
Himu.,

Bima restored parity in the
20th minute through striker
Hassan who found the net with
an angular drive. !

Shakhawat then struck his
sixth goal of the league on the
stroke of the breather to deu-
ble the winners' margin before
Munna sealed the fate of the
match ten minutes into the
second half by a neat placing
shol.

In the second match of the
dav. a missed penalty dashed
Dhaka Wanderers' hopes of

e
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on target twice
for AC Milan who
bounced back
from a midweek
upset in Europe to beat dazio
2-1 and move into second
place in the Italian league table
on Sunday, reports AFP.

The Eurcpean champions
remain two points behind
Parma — the only side left with
a 100 per cent record in the
league. Parma beat Cagliar 2-1
at home.

Gullit helped shake off
Milan blues following their 2-0
loss against Ajax at Amsterdam
with goals in the 77th and
88th minutes. He scored the
first with a header from a
Dejan Savicevic centre and
then produced a tremendous
burst of pace through the Lazio
defence to score the second.

The 32-year-old, who was
farmed out by the club last sea-
son because he was considered
over the hill, has made a deci-
sive comeback,

He was also on target with
his first goal of the season in
last week's 1-1 draw with
Cagliari.

Parma move into pole posi-
tion thanks to Portuguese im-

not a brillant match.”
He also played down the ab-
sence of his world-class finish-

ers, Bulgaria's Hristo Stoichkov

and Brazil's Romario.

Stoichkov was serving the
last game of a three-game ban
and Romario is nursing a thigh
injury.

"Perhaps we niissed them
at certain moments and in
certain situations. But Romario
and- Hristo play only a small
part in our game. It's the

others who create the chances
for them.

Real Madrid looked to have
sewn up victory at Albacete
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scored a 3-0 home victory over
St Etienne.

With goals few and far be-
tween and nine clubs failing to
score at all, Nantes were (wo
ubp after just four minutes.

First the league's leading
scorer Patrice Loko was on
target with his seventh of the
season then Nicolas Ouedec
was on hand to stab into the
net after Japhet N'Doram's
header had been pushed away
hy Robin Hue,

With the 5t Etienne de-
fence still reeling and Laurent
Blanc having a miserable time
trylng to contain the home
side's raids, Nantes scored
again in the 17th minute when
their young midfielder Olaude
Makelele of Zaire linked up
with Loko before rifling home
toc make Nantes the only ui-
beaten team in the division.

Lyon stayed in second place
with a 2-0 home win over
champions Paris St Germain —
James Debbah outshming his
fellow-Liberian and nopposite
mumber George Weah . Debliah
scored Lyon s first and made
the second for Stephane Paille,

Bordeaux were another
team in the goals. They camie

00 wirs away from Eimtracht Frankfurt € Athony Yeboah = frnilock dursng their Bundeshga

desh Biman vs Bangladesh match on Sept 18. Stuttgart blanked Frankfurt 4-1. — AFP phato
Bank. Armanitola JS vs Purba- :
... chal Parishad, Inter Sports vs s o
Cynthia Sporting and Wari Club ' | S Afrrica to bid
Tt proves O's bane | 5Africal
- - or W
Blma win PARIS. Sept 19: he said, adding: "Bul from a pace at the top of the French ZUURICH. ﬁuﬂtm}landqtpt
) Spﬂl‘tﬂ Reporter Rudd Gullit was footballing point of view, it was First Division when (they 19: South Alrica intends to

make a bid to host the Soccer
World Cup finals in 20086, the
warld seccer body said
Monday. reports AP.

The South African Football
Association announced its in-
tention in a letter to the FIFA
headquarters in Zurich.

it is the second country to
show an interest in organising
the World Cup in 12 years. The
German Fontball Asseciation
formally announced its interest
in Jiine last year, FIFA said.

"South Africa is a very in-
teresting candidate,” said FIFA
spokesman Guido Tognoni. "It
is gond to see that many peo-
ple are already thinking 12
years ahead.”

Sotuth Africa was readmitted
to FIFA in 1992 after years of
sporting asolation due to s
apartheid policies.

Invitations for bids for the
2002 World Cup finals are cur-
rently being prepared. So far
Japan and South Korea have
put forward tenders. FIFA will
rmake its decision in 1996.

France has already been
chosen to host the next Soccer
World Cup in 1998,

Rothenberg once

"8 |, Newcastle Newcastle regaining the lead time, Beardsley scored from registering their first victory port Fernando Couto. signed 15; ...... aWAY 4-0 winners Irom i
~ siretched four. almost immediately and later the resultant penalty. in the league as the Motijheel last season .fn::-m Porto, who S i Sochaux after being helped on agaln turns to
' points clear at repeated -his acrobatics to Chris- Sutton netted oulfit once again settled for a was inspirational in midﬁflfj- RUUD GULLIT their way by a hattrick by their : . .
the top of the keep out Andy Cele's low. . Blackburn's winner at Chelsea | draw with Farashgani. Dino Baggio scored Parma's Brazilian striker Valdeir. MIIUIIHOVIC
English Premier But, those scares apart, it  in the 66th minute, his fifth | Wanderers, whose collec- first goal after 30 mmut-:sf and when Sanchis scored seven But pre-season title favo- F = ‘
league on Sunday with a 3-2 was Arsenal who called the goal for the club since his five | tion now stands at seven from Couto got the second a minute  minutes from time, but Oscar  urites Monaco, who sacked NEW YORK, Sept 19:

away victory over Arsenal
which made it six wins in six
games for the leaders, reports
Reuter.

million pounds sterling (7.8

million dollar] close-season

transfer from Norwich.
Blackburn are unbeaten in

11 matches, maintained their
dubious status of being the only
team not to have recorded any
victory while it was Farash-

before half-time. Cagliari's
Brazilian-born Belgian striker
Luis Oliveira pulled one back
after 55 minules,

ensured the home side a share
ol the points three minutes
later.

Albacete and Racing 5San-

their manager Arsene Wender
in midweek after their dread-
ful start to the season which
has brought only two wins

United States soccer federa-
tion president Alan Rothen-
berg says he expects World
Cup coach Bora Milutinovic to

Blackburn win 2-1 at the league this season but suf- ganj's seventh draw to raise In other matches, Fioren- tander are among six clubs still  against five defeats, were held sign a new contract within ﬂlhﬂ
Cheisea to move into second fered an upset 1-0 home de- | their tally to 12 from eleven tina beat Cremonese 3-1. AS  searching for a first victory. to o 0-0 draw at home by | NEXt _ff*w weeks (0 E‘J:if the
place on 14 points, ahead of feat against Swedish part- matches. Roma were 3-0 winners at The others are Celta. Oviedo. Renines. American national squad to the

Nottingham Forest on goal dif-
ference and one point clear of
title-holders Manchester
United who beat Liverpool 2-0

timers Trellebergs in a UEFA

Cup first round first leg match |

last Tuesday.
Blackburr went in frent in

No matches will be held to-
day.

Fan jailed

home to Genoa and Sampdoria
humiliated 3-2 in midweek by
Norwegian part-timers Bodo
Glint, were held 1-1 at home

Logrones and Valladolid.

. NANTES STILL ATOP

MNiintes continued to set the

Demoted Marseille tore
aparl one of the best delences
in the Second Divisioni when
they hammered visiting Dun-

1998 World Cup. reports AFP.
"He has expressed his in-

tent to stay with US and 1

think we have agreed on what’

on Saturday s SR nutE  WheA CA— i by Foggia. kerkque 5~L— THE}-' (’IE;\ECE;J’?HF he wzmzs to do." Rothenberg

i , rrarnce, P ; scoring a hattrick. The Irish | said Sunday.

cas?lfﬂ:::;sﬂ:j;?i;lﬁl? i:E;;: (E.‘.hlﬂlagazbll]n : H;I:Iefen(t;ler 19: A fan who ran on to the LA CORUNA UtreCht baCk international has now scored "We've got to start talking

games but the London side Sy f . n;:lu:n o E:;ttel 2 | pitch and punched an opposi- UNBEATEN on to ' 12 goals for the former Euro- | terms.” Rothenberg said. "Up

played their part in a pulsating cal'ﬂss Grum t;;mtr * S;J tion goalkeeper during a First In Spain, Deportivo La p pean champions. unt! now we've talked desires

encounter, coming back player Graeme le Saux into his | Division match was jailed by a | Coruna remained the only AMSTERDAM, Sept 19 Bernd Hobsch's 27th mi- | and Intentions, but we haven't
.- own net, § ‘

bravely from Martin Keown's.
seventh-minute own goal to
force the pace throughout.
Defender Tony Adams
equalised almost immediately
but Arsenal went behind to a

BEARDSLEY ... 500th match

tune with Merson iwice going
close before for netted
Newcastle's third.

Full-back Lee Dixon pushed

John Sepencer put Chelsea
level 10 minutes after the in-
terval following a blunder by
Blackburn's Norwegian de-
fender Henning Berg but

Bordeaux court on Monday,
reports Reuter,

Olivier Ecker, 31, who [e-
lled Lens Goalkeeper Guill-
aume Warmuz with a punch at
Bordeaux's Parc Lescure on

tearn with a one hundred per
cent record when they
notched up their third straight
win with a 2-1 wictory at
Racing Santander,

The home side went clear

Utrecht beal Groningen 2-1 on
Sunday to make it four wins in
four games and recapture the
lead in the Dutch First Division
4rom PSV Eindhoven, reporis
Reuter.

nute goal gave Werder Bremen
a narrow win over Borussia
Moenchengladbach to extend
their lead at the top ol the
German league. Borussia
Dortmund. Karlsruhe, Bayern

talked dollars.”

RHothenberg said he was
surprised at reports that
French first division strugglers
Monaco were interested in
signing Milutinovic and said

penalty in first-half injury-time Newcastle's Belgian defender Sutton ensured all the peoints September 10, was given a | through Villabona in the 23rd PSV topped the table Munich and _Haiﬁersllauwrn they had not sought permis-
by fellow England international hilippe Albert s they jnmped went to Blackbuorn, ft;}ll‘ months prison sentence, | minute but Salinas and gvernight after  beating were all two points adrift. sion to speak with the coach.
' 0

Peter Beardsley. who was plav-
ing his 500th league game.

Ruel Fox made it 3-1 for
Newcastle 16 minutes from
the end, though England
striker lan Wright briefly re
vived Arsenal hopes by shoot-
ing in off a post with two min-
utes to go.

Wright, however, missed
last-ditch chance of an

equaliser when he just failed to

which three-and-a half
months were suspended.

- Ecker was also ordered to
pay a 4,000 francs (dollar 750)
in damages, half to Warmuz
and the rest to the two clubs
mvolved, and banned from at-
tending Bordeaux matches {or
iwo years.

Masya upstages

Manjarin were then on target

“for the visitors.

Champions Barcelona strug-
gled to earn a goalless draw
against pacesetters Espanol in
a tense, scrappy Catalan derby.
But coach Johan Cruyff was sal-
Isfied enough with the night's
work. :

“I'think it was a fair result,”

Dordrecht '90  4-0 at home on
Saturday for their third victory
in three games.

Litrecht went ahead with a
bizarre goal alter 12 minutes
when Jean-Paul de Jong's shot
rebounded off an upright and
spun back into the net. Striker
Foeke Booy added the second
14 minutes later,

Lothar Matthaeus stole a
point for Bayern Munich with a
pgoal six minutes [rom time to
deny SV Hamburg who had led
fromm the 16th minute through
Andre Breilenreiter.

Dortmund drew 2-2  af
Bayer Leverkusen who twice
fought back to get onto level
lermis.

e
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Monaco sacked their man-
ager Arsene Wenger earlier
this week.

The United States have won
30 and drawn 27 of their 91
garmes under Milutinovic since
he took charge in 1991. They
reached the second round of
this vear's World Cup before
losing to eventual champion

Brazl,

foree_ Bomic_ \1ie_ st Tanui Davin downs
e 5 NEWCASTLE, ' England.” : :

page time. ; : g . Vv

Swiss defender Mare Sept 19: Kenyan Benson Masy: IVﬂﬂlse 1C

Hottiger paved the way for
Newcastle's opener when he
raced away on the right.
His cross was beaten awayv
but it fell to Beardsley, whos«
» 20-metre shot looked to be go
ing wide until Keown threw
himself at it and headed in ad
vertently past helpless Arsenal
goalkeeper David Seaman.

Within two minutes Arsen:al
skipper Adam-

were level,

scoring his first league goal fo
more than two years and

Arsenal's first in five leaguc

Paul Merson's free-kick |
should have been cleared by

Scolt Sellers but Sellers al

lowed Adams to muscle his
way in for a shot which Czech

recorded the fastest hall
marathon time in the world
this years as he won the Greai
North Run from Newcastle to
south Shields Sunday in
thrilling fashion, reports AFP.

He clocked 1 hr 2 secs (o
pip compatriot Moseés Tanui:
i he world steeplechase cham
jvon, by just one second, after
ilie pair had been well ahead ol
world-record pace until the
last mile.

They then jockeyed for po-
sition before dashing for the
lape with 25 yards to go.

Paul Tergat. whose 1 hr 13
<ecs was the previous [astesi
lime in the world this year.
vompleted a one-two-three nr
Kenya by coming third in 1 hr
42 secs.

BUCHAREST, Sept 19:
linseeded Argentine Franco
Lravin unceremoniously swept
1side top seed Goran lvanisevic

win the final of the
Homanian Open 6-2, 6-4 on
Stitday. reports Reuter

Ivanisevie's normal power
play failed him as he sent.
(lown nine double faults and
repealedly volleyed into the
net when going forward.

Davin, ranked 83rd in the
wourld but first round winner
wver second seed Hergi
Bruguera of Spain, showed
surprising maturity as he
played a patienl game, waiting
for the Croat to make the mis-
lakes. '

And an unsettled Ivanisevic

goalkeeper Pavel Srnicek
courageously parried away only
to see the big England de-
fender follow up with a header.

Seaman dived on a John

| did that aplenty.
"I had one of worst days

this year. 1 couldn't get my
service right at all,” Ivanisevic
v said

EAMHEEY 1 AN A gl e paseanent, meant Toobe seboXing ripgoat the AMaoliatined
Al Boxing Stadium suecinctly sums ap the condition ol sport in the country. With the
officials only concerned about self promotion, it looks Jike Mozammel will seek asylum while
the ring will ring hollow. — Star photo by Anisur Rahman
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Sadharan Bima and Muslim Institute at the Dhaka

He ran with Masya and I
Tanui for most of the race until
dropping back with about {wo

Stadium. Bima won 3-1. — Star photo




